
  

   

 

 This Monday will be Memorial Day. While many see this as a 

festive signal to the start of Summer, it has not always been so.  In 

1865, Henry Welles, a druggist in the village of Waterloo, NY, men-

tioned at a social gathering that honor should be shown to the patriot-

ic dead of the Civil War by decorating their graves. In the Spring of 

1866, he again mentioned this subject to General John Murray, Seneca 

County Clerk. General Murray embraced the idea and a committee 

was formulated to plan a day devoted to honoring the dead. Townspeo-

ple adopted the idea wholeheartedly. Wreaths, crosses and bouquets 

were made for each veteran's grave. The village was decorated with 

flags at half-mast and draped with evergreen boughs and mourning 

black streamers. 

 On May 5, 1866, civic societies joined the procession to the 

three existing cemeteries and were led by veterans marching to martial 

music. At each cemetery there were impressive and lengthy services 

including speeches by General Murray and a local clergyman. The 

ceremonies were repeated on May 5, 1867.   

 While General Murray and New York gets the credit, we in 

the South know that Memorial Day sprang from the tradition of South-

ern ladies decorating the graves of Confederate soldiers. When one 

such lady was told she was decorating a Yankee grave, she responded 

that somewhere there was a mother weeping over this poor boy. So the 

ladies decorated all the graves regardless of the side upon which the 

dead had fought.   

 The first official recognition of Memorial Day as such was 

issued by General John Logan, first commander of the Grand Army of 

the Republic. This was General Order #11 establishing "Decoration 

Day" as it was then known. The date of the order was May 5, 1868, 

exactly two years after Waterloo's first observance. That year Water-

loo joined other communities in the nation by having their ceremony 

on May 30. Since May 5th, 1866, America has set aside a day of re-

membrance for her war dead. There has been over 655,000  U.S. Bat-

tle Deaths in all wars since the War Between the States. It is not mere-

ly about the dead … but those who were left behind … wives who lost 

husbands … sons and daughters who lost parents … It is about remem-

bering the tremendous sacrifices paid by all! Sacrifices paid so we 

might be free. Sacrifices which remind us of Jesus, who laid down His 

all for us at Calvary. This Memorial Day remember those who died for 

you to live in freedom and especially the one who died to free us all 

from sin, death and the grave.       

               Remembering the sacrifices,  

          



AM NURSERY   PM NURSERY 
Annette Wood Madeline Miller   Marcia Parker 

Tommy Evans Kerry Evans   Devon Rodriguez 

Cindy Wade      

    

    

           CHILDREN’S WORSHIP    
                           Lisa Whaley                                      Mike Whaley 

                                  Bethany Collins                               Anita Jackson 

                                                               

USHERS 
Harold Johnson Carroll Smith Ron Hethcox Larry Jones 

George Gordon Grady Vinson Don Watson Keith Parker 

   

SECURITY: Alan Kitts Jack Robershaw 

LOCK-UP: Jay Cooper Terry Christenson 

TELLERS: Grady Vinson Larry Jones 

CLERK: Amy Williams   

DEACON of the Wk: Keith Parker   

    

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES 

SUNDAY  WEDNESDAY  
9:15 AM Sunday School 6:30 PM   AWANA 

10:30  AM Morning Worship 7:00 PM Prayer & Worship 

4:45  PM No Choir Practice 7:00 PM  Student Worship 

6:00  PM 

 

No Evening Worship 

 

8:00 PM 

   

Choir Practice 

 

Therefore, submit to God.  Resist the devil, and he 

will flee from you.  James 4:7 

This verse is simple to read and powerful in its 

meaning.  As Christians we are to live for God and 

follow His commandments.  We also know we will 

be tempted by the devil and sin and the closer we are 

to God, the more the devil will tempt us.  It will be a 

daily struggle of fighting off the devil and his tactics 

and living for God.  Life will not be easy, but 

knowing God is for us and in control of our lives, we 

can have peace.  When we submit to God, we give 

our lives over to Him and trust Him with everything.  

God truly knows what’s best for us because He sees 

our entire lives while we only see the present 

moment.  As we continue in our daily lives, we need 

to use Bible verses to strengthen our minds and hearts 

for God.  The devil will use everything in our lives, 

including our mistakes, to remind us how terrible we 

are and how we’re not good enough for God.  We are 

sinful people, but God’s love is more than anything 

we will experience on Earth and it was shown on the 

cross.   

Jake  

Sunday, May 26th  

 AM: Trust in You  

        Seas of Crimson  


