
  

 This Past week my alma mater hired a new men’s basket-

ball coach, Nate Oates. I must confess I had never heard of him. 

So as any interested alum, I did some research. I want a winner 

and more in our coaching positions. The more has to do with the 
coaches personal character and in particular, faith. This is how 

Coach Oates answered a question about the importance of his 

faith. “My faith keeps me grounded. It keeps life in perspective. 

Winning and losing games isn’t the ultimate in God’s eyes; know-

ing and loving God and being loved by a gracious God is ulti-

mate. How we treat others and how we point others to Jesus is 

what really matters. My daily quiet time with God in the Word 

keeps those truths at the forefront of my mind on a daily basis.” 
He went on to mention key verses of scripture that were especial-

ly helpful for him. He answered, Psalm 13:5-6 (NKJV): “But I 

have trusted in Your mercy; My heart shall rejoice in Your salva-

tion. I will sing to the LORD, Because He has dealt bountifully 

with me. Proverbs 27:2 (NKJV): “Let another man praise you, 

and not your own mouth; A stranger, and not your own lips. As 

we win games, we need to give God praise. He gives and He takes 
away and that needs to be a constant reminder. Humility in the 

leadership role is extremely important. 1 Corinthians 4:7 

(NKJV): “For who makes you differ from another? And what do 

you have that you did not receive? Now if you did indeed receive 

it, why do you boast as if you had not received it?”  

 “These verses have been a great reminder of the greatest 

gift in my life: my salvation. The success on the court has been 

amazing and I am so thankful for the support our program has 
been given, but I must never lose focus of the greatest victory that 

was accomplished through Jesus Christ’s work on the cross. 

Coaching can be stressful but just knowing God has the ultimate 

control of our lives gives us a peace we can only know through 

Him. If you’re a true believer in Christ, He should be shining 

through in everything you do. That doesn’t mean we’re perfect. 

Our players and people in the program need to see us fail, repent 
and grow from it. They need to hear us apologize for our sins and 

understand that the Christian life is one of grace and growth. 

Without putting Christ first, that doesn’t happen like it needs to. 

 I will be praying for this new coach at Alabama. I want 

him to have a great impact for our Lord and a winning season 

might help.       

      Thankful for leaders who take a stand, 

             

 

  



AM NURSERY   PM NURSERY 
Stephanie Speer Jennifer Bowens   Jo Cooper 

Adam Hall Elyse Hall   Shara Smith 

Ashley Kelly      

    

    

           CHILDREN’S WORSHIP    

                    Amber Bowers         Bill Bowers               

                    Louise Robershaw         Jack Robershaw    

 

USHERS 
Harold Johnson Carroll Smith Ron Hethcox Larry Jones 

Jim Jackson Wayne Starks Dusty Wilson Bill Jones 

   

SECURITY: Ken Jones Jimmy Hubbard 

LOCK-UP: Jack Robershaw Bill Smith 

TELLERS: Grady Vinson Mike Flowers 

CLERK: Sharon Vaughn   

DEACON of the Wk: Jay Cooper   

 

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES 

SUNDAY  WEDNESDAY  
9:15 AM Sunday School 6:30 PM   AWANA 

10:30  AM Morning Worship 7:00 PM Prayer & Worship 

4:45  PM Choir Practice 7:00 PM  Student Worship 

6:00  PM 

 

Evening Worship 

 

8:00 PM 

   

Choir Practice 

 

Only fools say in their hearts, “There is no God.” They are 

corrupt, and their actions are evil; not one of them does 

good!   -PSALM 14: 1 

Everything God has revealed to us about life is under attack. 

Reading the headlines is like reading a war declaration 

against the things of God. It is easy for me to get angry 

about it. I want to call these mockers of God fools— but  it’s 

not my place. God Himself has already has called them that 

very thing in Psalm 14: 1. This verse is a clear description of 

all who stand vehemently opposed to God’s design for life. 

Yet we must not let the wicked pull us into their traps by 

lashing out at them in hate. Instead, we must pray for their 

souls. America will be judged by God, and those who choose 

to remain fools will spend eternity in Hell. But let’s not hold 

the door for them.    

                                                                                     —Bro. Eric 

SCHEDULE FOR THE KIDS’ EASTER CONCERT: 

4:30PM—Rehearsal in the Vision Center  

5:15PM—Pizza Dinner in the Fellowship Hall 

6:00PM—Easter Concert in the Vision Center    

All of God’s creation has been given the ability to sing to 

Him.  Not everyone has the same talent as others, but we are 

all able to sing.  It can be frightening to be in front of people 

singing to them, or singing in a large crowd and thinking 

someone could hear you.  I remember that feeling when I was 

first asked to sing in front of people by myself.  I started to 

focus on all that could go wrong and thinking about what 

others would think.  That feeling still comes and goes, but it is 

wonderful to know God only hears our hearts instead of our 

voices, but He also looks at our hearts.  It’s difficult to sing or 

talk about something you don’t feel happy, compassionate or 

know much about.  While it may not show on our faces, it will 

show in our hearts.  As we turn our attention toward Easter, 

let’s use this time together to reflect on what God did for us by 

sending Jesus to die in our place and remember these words 

and actions in our minds, but also in our hearts.  Easter will be 

here soon and we know what a great celebration that is on 

Earth and in heaven!  

Jake  


