This Sunday will be St Patrick’s Day, a day set aside
by the Irish to celebrate the life of one who was largely responsible for converting Ireland to Christianity. The day is
normally celebrated on March 17th, the anniversary of Patrick’s death. While the Irish people celebrate him, Patrick
was not Irish. He was British, born to Roman parents. He
was captured by Irish pirates when he was just a boy and
held as a slave for six years. It was during his time as a slave
that he converted to Christianity. He believed God told him
it was time to leave Ireland so he escaped, traveling over
200 miles on foot to the Irish coast. Believing God wanted
him to carry the Gospel back to Ireland, Patrick spent 15
years studying to prepare to do his best for his Lord.
There are many stories attached to Patrick such as
his driving the snakes out of Ireland. What we do know is
that, He had a lasting impact on a pagan nation turning
many to faith in Jesus Christ. He was also successful in supporting the few believers who were already in Ireland. He
was a Catholic Priest but was never officially canonized as a
saint by the church. I am sure we do not hold to all the
same doctrines held by Patrick, but we should share his zeal
for reaching lost people for Jesus. While much of the world
has turned this into a day for consuming alcohol, that was
not always the case as Pubs were closed in Ireland on St.
Patrick’s day until late in the 20th century.
Let us use St. Patrick’s Day as a reminder that like
Patrick, we have a nation that needs Jesus. As he prepared
himself for his ministry, we should prepare ourselves by being faithful to worship each Sunday.
Happy St, Patrick’s Day,

Your faithfulness endures to all generations; you have
established the earth, and it stands fast. - PSALM 119: 90
Some days things just don’t go the desired direction.
Appliances break. Valuable items get lost. A careless word
causes pain. One person’s mistake affects others in a bad
way. Wouldn’t it be nice to have a time machine so a quick
flip of a switch could allow for a total do-over of any error?
Obviously that is not going to happen. So, one must press on.
God knows life is hard for His prized creation, humans. He is
always there to wrap us in His love, regardless of who or what
caused the misdirection in our lives. Sometimes, all we can
do is trust Him, pick up the pieces, and move on with no
further explanation of why or what really happened.
—Bro. Eric
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It is incredible, remarkable and exciting when God opens your
heart, eyes and mind to what He is trying to tell us in the
Bible. It’s like a light bulb has gone off and you see things in
a new way. God wants us to see His church, the people in it
and how we serve Him in a new way. His church is not a
building, but the body of believers that gather as one to
worship His great name.
Just as the choir’s first song for Sunday tells us “There is
power in His name, there is healing in His name. There’s
salvation in His name, let us sing and celebrate.” Let’s use
our best voices and hearts to sing and celebrate our Savior
every Sunday, but also every day we are given on Earth!
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AM: These are the Names of God
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PM: Amazing Grace
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Thanks to your generous donations, a
$310 youth camp will now only cost
$100 per camper! Your gift counts big!
If you’d like to help with TORNADO CLEAN-UP, then meet
at the church at 8:30AM this Saturday (3/17) to caravan
out to the affected area in north Columbus. We will work
until Noon. All ages are welcome to help. Please note
that children must have a parent/grandparent present.
Bring: work gloves, bottled water, rakes, small yard tools

Tuesday, March 19th, 12:00 noon
Covered Dish, Fellowship Hall
Our Guest : Lt. Oscar Harris
From Columbus Fire & Emergency
Medical Services

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
SUNDAY
9:15 AM Sunday School
10:30 AM Morning Worship

WEDNESDAY
6:30 PM AWANA
7:00 PM Prayer & Worship

4:45 PM Choir Practice

7:00 PM

Student Worship

6:00 PM Evening Worship

8:00 PM Choir Practice

