This past Sunday was a day of unbelievable
storms. The rain came and then there was thunder,
lightening , and tornados upon tornados. The path of
the storm came all around our city but except for some
tree, car, and home damage, Columbus fared very
well. This could not be said for our near neighbors.
Lee County saw horrible devastation with as many as
23 deaths. The total cost of this storm will not be
known for days but many lives will never be the same.
Some will ask the question, “Why did God let
this happen?” I would not pretend to know the full answer to this question. While we might not understand
all the actions of God we can always know God’s
heart. The one who freely gave His own Son on Calvary’s Cross for us only acts in love. It is His nature.
The story is told of a little boy whose toy boat drifted
away from shore so that he could not reach it. His older brother, seeing what had happened, picked up some
rocks and began throwing them on the far side of the
boat. When the little boy cried don’t sink my boat, his
brother explained he had to make waves on the other
side of the boat to bring it closer to shore. We might
not ever understand fully why God has allowed this
disaster, but God can use these waves to draw us closer to His loving arms. There alone will we find peace
and comfort.
Join me in praying that our Heavenly Father
will use the waves of this disaster to draw the people
of our area to Himself. He is the one who can bring us
through the storm.
Trusting the Master of the sea,

In the eye of the storm, You remain in control
And in the middle of the war, You guard my soul
You alone are the anchor, When my sails are torn
Your love surrounds me, In the eye of the storm
- Ryan Stevenson
I remember all too well doing tornado relief work after the
worst day of tornadoes in Alabama history.
Three things still stand out in my mind the most:
- the massive, mile-wide path of utter destruction
- the painful stories of families being torn apart by the storm
- the faithfulness of God
One older man shared with our mission team how he held his
adult son in his arms as he died from blunt force trauma.
Rescue workers couldn’t get to him in time because of the
thousands of mangled pine trees blocking all paths of entry.
Another man shared of his friend who braced himself inside
the doorway of the lowest room in his house shielding his wife
and children from flying debris. The debris battered and took
his life, but his act of courage saved his family.
After the storm passed, one thing remained constant through
all the pain of recovering and rebuilding— God’s peace.
May God grant peace to the survivors of the tornadoes of
March 4th, 2019.
—Bro. Eric
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At the name of Jesus kings lay down their crowns.
At the name of Jesus every knee will bow.
Before the Lord of Heaven, the Lamb that was slain,
proclaiming He is worthy of praise.
At the name, at the name of Jesus.

AM NURSERY

PM NURSERY

Sandy Pirkle
Judy Crawford

We are praying for those affected by the storm this past Sunday. As
we pray for one another, remind ourselves of the strength and power
of our God. Prayer may not seem like much help right now, but we
will see God’s work over time through prayer.

Chanin Mason
Ronnie Holt

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP
Rita Hughes

During all times of life, we can find ways to praise God for His
love, care and protection on our lives. He is working all things for
His good, even when we cannot see it until time has past. During
all of life, God is planning us to grow and wants us to use those
times to grow closer to Him.

Beth Odom

Katherine Hines
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Jake

Harold Johnson

Carroll Smith

Ron Hethcox

Larry Jones

Sunday, March 10th

Billy Bowers

Alan Kitts

Bruce Davis

Wayne Harbert

AM: O Praise the Name
Across the Lands
PM: Prepare Our Hearts

SECURITY: Ken Jones

Jimmy Hubbard

LOCK-UP: Bob Kidd

Zach Wood

TELLERS: Jeff Hubbard

YOUTH CAMP BALANCE IS DOWN TO
$3,489.50 (thanks to your donations!!!)

Adam Hall

CLERK: Judy Crawford
DEACON of the Wk: Lewis Dalton

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
SUNDAY
9:15 AM Sunday School

(Car kits available NOW along with help cutting them)

Jo Cooper
Shara Smith

10:30 AM Morning Worship

WEDNESDAY
6:30 PM AWANA
7:00 PM Prayer & Worship

4:45 PM Choir Practice

7:00 PM

Student Worship

6:00 PM Evening Worship

8:00 PM Choir Practice

