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March
Happenings
Thursday, March 1st
 Yarn ministry 10am
Sunday, March 4th
 Deacons meeting
 Communion
Thursday, March 15th
 Yarn ministry 10am
Monday, March 19th
 Session meeting 6pm
Sunday, March 25th
 One Great Hour of
sharing offering taken

MARCH BIRTHDAYS
Kelli Comer 3/1

Susan Franke 3/26

Jill Shimmel 3/3

Julie Stovarsky 3/26

Cathie Thomas 3/4

Church Staff & Officers:
Rev. Tyler J. Bayless, Pastor
Rev.tyler.bayless@gmail.com
Deborah Close, Admin. Assistant
Deborah@torontopresby.org
Virginia Popson, Financial Sec.
VPopson@sbcglobal.net
Ben Beswick, Clerk of Session

Heather Keenan 3/12

Thomas L. Wilson, Treasurer

Brittany Beswick 3/16

Dolores Boggs, Director of Music
Karen Shell, Rehearsal Organist

Cathie Young 3/16
Evelyn Gettings 3/19
Lauren Waggoner 3/24
Deena Franke 3/25

Lisa Grable, Custodian

Prayer Chain
If you would like to
be added to the
prayer chain please
contact the office.

GIVE ONLINE: WWW.TORONTOPRESBY.ORG

All Tuesdays
Bible study 7pm
All Wednesdays in
March Chi Rho
4-6pm

Sunday Worship
11am
Sunday School
10am
Choir Rehearsal

All Wednesday’s 7pm

Office Hours:

Tuesday - Friday 9 - 1pm

First News
March 2018
116 N. 3rd. Street, Toronto, OH 43964
740-537-3721 - Torontopresby@sbcglobal.net
Rev. Tyler J. Bayless, Pastor

“A Charity of Love”
As I sit here reading and reflecting on the responses following the
school shooting in Parkland, Florida I am surprised by the discourse that
happens following these type of tragic events. I don’t mean any one
individual’s point of view being expressed or the impassioned differing of
opinions coming to the forefront of the discussion. I believe those
discussions are healthy and good for a society as it tries to wrestle with
important issues. I believe that these can lead to understanding and
change. What I am talking about is the degrading, negative and,
sometimes, downright hurtful behavior and name-calling that creeps its
way into these conversations.
Politically, this isn’t just from one “side” or the other and I don’t
direct this statement at any individual in particular. However, it does seem
to have become a more common “method” of debate. Of course, the
prevalence of social media may have a role in this, although you can see
that it still has its place in mainstream media as well.
Often times, when we become involved with such impassioned
speech over such tender subjects, we look at the “other” as somebody
different than us and as not fully deserving of our respect and courtesy
because they don’t hold the same view or stance perhaps. However, that
“other” person is one that has also been created in the image of God and
one who we are called to love. Pastor and Pittsburgh Theological
Seminary Professor Johannes “Jannie” Swart, who passed away in 2014,
would often encourage students and parishioners to “strive to be
hospitable to one another.” This statement, while simple and very much
common sense is one that I think we should always strive to make a part of
our daily life. It helps us to move past our differences and puts at the core
of all our relationships and interactions a foundation of Christian love.
Jesus tells us in John 15:12 “This is my commandment, that you love one
another as I have loved you.” (NRSV)
The charity that is called for in this passage is one that transcends
all racial, ethnic, religious, cultural, political, socio-economic barriers, or
any other barrier for that matter, that we place upon our relationships and
interactions with one another. To the point that no matter how different of a
viewpoint or opinion we have, we are first and foremost called to love one
another as beloved children of God, as those created in the image and
likeness of the Almighty. We must always strive to see the “other” with the
respect, courtesy and compassion that this love of Christ requires even
when we disagree.
Grace and peace, Pastor Tyler

The Easter Story

Palm Sunday,
March 25th

Join us for an
Easter egg hunt
and luncheon
after Worship.

The Chancel Choir will present its
annual Lenten/Easter cantata Palm
Sunday, March 25th, during our morning
worship service.
The cantata, The Easter Story,
retells Jesus’ suffering, death and
resurrection in a simple yet profound
story that engages the heart, mind and
imagination. Tom Fettke and Thomas
Grassi,
composer/arrangers,
have
incorporated a wide variety of music
including spirituals, carols and songs from English, Irish and Hebrew
traditions. The narration written by Ken Bible is both beautiful and
compelling.
We invite you to put forth that extra effort to attend this Worship
service, a wonderful way to set the tone for Holy Week leading up to the
resurrection of our dear Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, on Easter
morning.

Toronto Band parents, local churches &
friends of the McAdoo family presents
Italian Fest! Come join us for a spaghetti
dinner! Sunday, April 8th from noon - 3pm at Karaffa

Holy Week
Services:
March 25th,
Palm Sunday 11am
March 29th,
Maundy Thursday
7pm
March 30th,
Good Friday Noon at
Riverview United
Methodist
April 1st,
Easter Sunday
11am

Elementary School. All proceeds will benefit our fellow
band parent, parishioner and friend Karen McAdoo.

Notes of Thanks
We wish to thank everyone who participated in our recent soup sale to
benefit the McAdoo family. Special thanks to Susan Franke and Mary
Ann Stovarsky, our soup chefs. Thanks to my buddy, Bob for his peeling
and chopping. Thank you to Dolores Boggs for the stew meat.
Thanks again, Bob Owen
Dear friends,
Your kind-hearted gift has
arrived. Thank you! I am deeply
grateful for your faithful, generous
support for the Salvation army. On
behalf of the Salvation Army and
those we swerve in our community,
thank you for your generous support.
Evan Hickman

Notes from Session Meeting:












Thank you to everyone who helped at the
Presbytery meeting & luncheon.
Souper bowl of caring donations of
$124.00 will go to the Toronto Helping
Hands.
Approved software updates for Worship
software & office management software.
Chi-Rho will be every Wednesday thru
March 28th.
The loose offering on Easter Sunday will
go towards camp scholarships for ChiRho children.
Approved the office wing updating
project.
Approved leasing gas & oil rights on
property bequeathed from McClelland
Estate.
Approved Tammy Beswick to be
ordained & installed as ruling elder.

The sympathy of the
congregation
is extended to the family on the
passing of Phyllis Leasure on
February 14th, 2018. Her
family and friends gathered on
Saturday, February 17th at the
First Presbyterian Church.

Please join us on
Tuesday’s at 7pm for Bible Study
Dear Deacons,
Thank you so much for
the gifts of goodies, I really
enjoyed them over the
holidays. It was so thoughtful
of all of you. God bless,
Carolyn Hannan

We have a few
pianos we are
looking to get rid of if
you are interested
please call the office.

Expense report for the
Month of January:
Expenses: $12,188.49
Income: $10,750.75 *
Difference $1,437.74
(* one service canceled)

Easter lilies
For the church sanctuary
may be purchased in honor
or memory of a loved one.
Cost is $13.00 each.
Please fill out the slip below and return
it to the church office. Deadline is
March 11th, 2018.
Check are to be made out to the “First
Presbyterian Church”. You can also
order online at Torontopresby.org
Easter Lily Order Form
_______ # Lilies in memory
of :_______________________________
_______________________________________________

By:____________________________________________

__________#Lilies in Honor
of: ____________________________________________
_______________________________________________

________________________________________________

By: _____________________________________________

