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Prayer Chain
If you would like to
be added to the
prayer chain please
contact the office.

GIVE ONLINE: WWW.TORONTOPRESBY.ORG

December
Happenings
Sunday, Dec. 3rd
* Deacons meeting
* Poinsettia deadline
Thursday, Dec. 7th
* Yarn Ministry 10am
Sunday, Dec. 10th
* Lunch with Santa
after Worship

Sunday, Dec. 17th
* Christmas Cantata
Monday, Dec. 18th
* Session meeting
6pm
Thursday, Dec. 21st
* Yarn Ministry 10am
* Blue Christmas
Service 7pm
Sunday, Dec. 24th
* Prayer service 10am
* Christmas Eve.
Service7pm
*Christmas Joy
Offering taken
Sunday School
10am
Choir Rehearsal

All Wednesday’s 7pm

Office Hours:

Tuesday - Friday 9 - 1pm

First News
December 2017
116 N. 3rd. Street, Toronto, OH 43964
740-537-3721 - Torontopresby@sbcglobal.net
Rev. Tyler J. Bayless, Pastor

“Reflecting on the Reason”
As we come into this Christmas season, a time that is usually filled
with the commotion and stress of parties and last minute shopping, I urge
you to take time to reflect upon the true reason that we have this season.
It’s not because of the presents, food or parties, but because of the
miraculous birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Using a daily
devotional, spending time in prayer daily or by making sure that you join
together in times of worship are all great ways to make sure you remain
ever mindful of the true meaning of this season.
This year for Christmas, we will have many opportunities for you to
join us in worship. We begin the season with our weekly services, which
will include the Choir’s Christmas Cantata and the Children’s Christmas
play, and we will come together again for our traditional Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service.
However, in addition to the regularly scheduled services that we
have had in the past, I want to highlight two special services. The first is
on Christmas Eve morning. Since Christmas Eve is on a Sunday this
year, we will not be having our regular morning worship but instead will
be having a Morning Prayer service at 10:00 am. This will be stylistically
similar to our recent Ash Wednesday and Maundy Thursday Services
and I think that you will find it a great way to begin Christmas Eve.
The second service will be held on December 21st at 7:00 pm. This
will be in conjunction with the Toronto Area Ministerial Association and is
a “Blue Christmas Service: A Service of Wholeness and Healing.” This is
different than most Christmas services because it recognizes that at
times the Christmas Season can bring with it a lot of pain for some
people. This could be because of the loss of a family member, a broken
relationship, a serious medical diagnosis, the loss of a job or any other
reason that makes this season difficult. If you find that at times this
season seems to be overwhelming, I invite you to join us and other area
churches for this service which will be held here at First Presbyterian
Church at 7:00 pm on December 21st.
This Christmas take time away from the hustle and bustle of all the
things that we have going on and dedicate yourself to taking time to
reflect on the reason for this season, hopefully one of those ways will
include joining us for worship.
From my family to yours, may God bless you with a meaningful
Christmas season!
Merry Christmas, Pastor Tyler

Over the coming
weeks we will
collecting toiletries
for the homeless
and less fortunate
Shampoo,
conditioner, body
wash, men's &
woman deodorant,
toothbrushes,
toothpaste, soap,
body lotion, razors,
shaving cream,
feminine pads, etc.
Please bring these
items to Worship on
Sunday and we will
make sure they get
to the Beacon
House. Please
contact Shirley
Clegg for more
information.
Splendid Sound
Concert
8th Annual
Christmas Concert
presents the
Greatest Story Ever
Told. December
10th at 3pm
Riverview United
Methodist Church
105 N. River Ave.
Toronto, OH

“A Night for Rejoicing”
The Chancel Choir will present its annual Advent/Christmas
Cantata during worship on Sunday, December 17. The cantata,
A Night for Rejoicing, follows the age -old journey from the time
when God’s people rejoiced in hope as they heard the Old
Testament prophets foretell the coming of the promised Messiah,
to the day when a young woman, Mary, from Nazareth rejoiced in
the astonishing news brought to her by an angel, and finally, to
that star-filled night in Bethlehem when shepherds and angels
proclaimed the news that has been cause for rejoicing around the
world in centuries since. The music of Christmas- whether the
time-honored traditional carols or new and fresh songs of the
season - warms our hearts each year as we once again celebrate
the birth of Jesus. We invite and encourage you to come hear our
cantata. It is our prayer that A Night of Rejoicing will fill our
hearts with the love that entered our world on that first, glorious
Christmas night!
Dolores Boggs, Director

Christmas Card Exchange Project
Please address your cards (no out of town or
any to be mailed please) and place them in the
baskets in the back of the Sanctuary on Dec.
3rd or 10th. They will be sorted and ready for
pick up on Sunday, Dec. 17th. Please
remember, no cards will be mailed.

A Big “Thank you” to
Warnie Hawkins, Bob
Bertram & George
Komar for all their
help with the retaining
wall project. Great
work gentlemen, we
appreciate all your
help!

Wishing you a Blessed & Merry Christmas!

Notes from Session Meeting:











2018 Budget was approved
Audit committee presented a report with
no discrepancies
Approved longest night service Dec. 21st
at 7pm with TAMA
Heard reports of Chi Rho & Confirmation
Discussed sale of church parking lot
property, approved forwarding it to the
Congregation for their consideration
Retaining wall work continues, project
50% done
Approved pastor housing allowance
resolution for 2018
Approved the use of the dining hall for 2
events in 2018
Next meeting Dec. 18th, 2017 at 6pm

Pastor Tyler & Session members,
Recognition for those members
confirmed over fifty years or more
ago on Reformation Sunday was
truly a special occasion in the life of
our congregation. Thank you for
putting together a special service,
excellent dinner and giving each of
us a certificate of recognition for
our commitment and service. Everything you planned led to creating
special memories of family and
friends gathered together in our
faith community on that day.
Carolyn Walker
Dear Church members,
Thank you for honoring my
eighty one years of membership. It
was a special day for members being
honored. The dinner was delicious
and the social time special.
Thanks again,
Phyllis Leasure

Giving Report for the
Month of October:
Budgeted Giving: $13,920.00
Actual Giving: $ 12,311.00
Difference: $ -1,609.00

Live Nativity
Starkdale Presbyterian
Church presents the 7th
Annual Live Nativity.
Join to celebrate the
true
meaning
of
Christmas on Sunday, December 10th.
With presentations at 5:00, 5:30, 6:00,
6:30, 7:00 and 7:30pm
Enjoy homemade cookies and hot
beverages in the Fellowship Hall.

Pledge cards
A sincere thank you to those
who have turned in a Pledge
Card. If you have not
completed a card please call
the church office, email, or
send us the pledge card below.
Thank you for your pledge.

Pledge Card
As my commitment to
my God, I promise to
give to my church for:
Church Expenses & Benevolence
$ ______________
weekly monthly quarterly yearly
(Please circle one of the above)

Date ____________________
Signed ____________________

