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The Pleasant View
PASTOR ED’S EPISTLE
We approach Lent season and the season of Spring as we
move into March and April. March 1st is Ash Wednesday
which begins a season of reflection and remembrance
leading up to the Passion of Christ. I remember in 1988,
Michael W. Smith came out with a song entitled “Secret
Ambition.” Here is the link to YouTube if you want to watch
this song https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=2vHedm6ycsY.
In that song, it became clearer than ever to me why Jesus
came to earth. He had one focus and one goal in mind and
that was to pay for the sins of every human being that lived.
God who is just could not ignore our sin and so justice had
to be paid. While Jesus died an excruciating death, he clung
to the cross with love, love for each and every one of us.
As we begin the Lent season, I trust you and I will for forty
days leading up to Holy Week focus on that amazing
sacrifice on our behalf. This is a time to possibly give up
something for those forty days as a symbol of sacrifice. By
giving up something, it should cause us to be reminded in a
very small way why Jesus came to wrap Himself up in
human flesh and walk among us. Certainly He taught great
things about the kingdom. He healed diseases and the
crippled, He exorcised demons, and He loved what society
considered the outcastes. But His secret ambition was not
revealed until after His resurrection.
As I study the New Testament and took a class in Petrine
Theology, I believe it was Peter that put two and two
together first and began to understand the Gospel, the
significance of Jesus death, burial and resurrection. He then
Paul began to clearly communicate the Good News of
salvation for all.
I hope during this Lent season you will also reflect on the
grace and mercy of God in that He chose us to become His
sons and daughters. What a privilege it is to walk daily as a
child of the King of Kings!! May we reflect on all the benefits
of knowing Christ as our Savior. We are justified, just as if
we never have sinned. We have received the free gift of
God’s grace not just at salvation but each and every day.
God measures out enough grace to get us through each
moment of life. We have received mercy which is not
getting what we deserve. He is daily making us into His
image even while at times we may sin and stray away from

Him. What an amazing Savior we serve!! Pastor Paul has
ordered a devotional that will be available just for Lent
season to help us in our remembrance and reflection.
As the leaves bud on the trees, the tulips and daffodils spring
out of the ground and the grass will soon need cutting, may
we be reminded that there is life after death. Spring after
winter. Be engaged this Lent season. Be intentional about
church attendance, the Good Friday service and any other
events surrounding this time of meditation.
If you have been attending PVBC for a while now, I will be
offering a church membership class in late March. If you have
not followed the Lord in believer’s baptism before, we will be
offering that opportunity to anyone who is interested on
Easter Sunday – April 16th. See myself or one of the elders if
you are interested in either of these opportunities to grow in
your faith and walk with the Lord.
I close with the lines from one of my favorite hymns that we
sing this time of year.
When I Survey the Wondrous Cross by Isaac Watts
When I survey the wondrous cross
On which the Prince of glory died,
My richest gain I count but loss,
And pour contempt on all my pride.
Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast,
Save in the death of Christ my God!
All the vain things that charm me most,
I sacrifice them to His blood.
See from His head, His hands, His feet,
Sorrow and love flow mingled down!
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet,
Or thorns compose so rich a crown?
Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were a present far too small;
Love so amazing, so divine,
Demands my soul, my life, my all.

I am faithfully, Yours and His,
Pastor Ed Hedding
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PASTOR PAUL’S PONDERINGS
We Might Not Make It To Easter
In our day-to-day lives we assume that things are going
to just continue on as they have been. Get up, do my
routine (shower, exercise, devotional, food, kids, etc.).
Go to work or my daily commitments. Eat more food.
Do this or that chore or errand. Come home. Eat more
food. Get kids to bed. Do more chores or reading or
watch a show. Get ready for bed. Go to bed. Hit repeat.
Easter is on the calendar later than normal, but it is still
coming. Yet, we might not make it. One of these days
your routine will simply stop. It may be upset by some
external force or circumstance. But that is not what I am
talking about. One day, Christ’s return will stop it with
utter finality.
It could happen before Easter. No spring or summer
for you. No more chance to do those fun outdoor
activities or enjoy the cool of an air conditioner. No
more opportunities to watch your favorite sporting
event or look forward to the next movie coming out in
the theatre.
‘One day that trumpet will sound with His coming’ an old
hymn says. This is bigger than merely missing out on
chores or hobbies or other pleasantries of life. One day
there will be no more prospects for salvation. One day
there will be no more opportunities to implore our
friends and family members to be reconciled to Christ.
One day this earth will no longer exist. One day we will
no longer need to pursue Christ because He will be before us in all His glory. We may not make it to Easter.
“But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then
the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly
bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth
and the works that are done on it will be exposed.” (2Pe3:10)
We ought to be a people who thirst and hunger for this
day, this time of Christ’s return. There is no fear of final
judgment for those who are in Christ. But we ought to

also be people who live our lives now in light of this
glorious reality. In this sense, it doesn’t matter if we
don’t make it to Easter. We live for Christ, and whether
we die before all this or he comes back, for us it is gain
because we get Him.
What sort of lives ought we to live if this return is
eminent in our hearts and in our lives? First, we ought
to live lives of holiness: “Since all these things are thus
to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in
lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for and
hastening the coming of the day of God.” (2Pet. 3:1112a). Our lives are to be lives that are marked and set
apart as devoted and dedicated to Christ first and Christ
alone.
Second, we must be a people with God’s heart for the
repentance and salvation of others: “The Lord is not
slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is
patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish,
but that all should reach repentance.” (2Pe3:8-9) The
Lord’s heart is patience unto salvation for all. It was
toward you. It is toward those who do not as of now
know Him.
As of this moment, Christ has not returned. Therefore,
“Look carefully how you walk, not as unwise but as
wise, making the best use of the time, because the days
are evil.” (Eph5:15-16) What are you going to do today
to pursue holiness and godliness? Who are you going
to tell of the patience of God, and His desire for their
repentance unto salvation? We might not make it to
Easter, but wouldn’t it be great if someone in your life
experienced Easter today because they found life in
Christ? “Go therefore and make disciples…” Go, while
you have the time. Go while they have the opportunity
to experience the patient love of God unto salvation.
Just go and do it.
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draw us closer to Him. At other times He has grace and
mercy with us in order to draw closer. Gospel-centered
Family Focus:
parenting means loving our kids like God loves His chilWhat to Do with What You Find
dren. In the end we will be with Him, not because we
were perfect children, but because He continued to pursue
In the world of parenting, we
and reclaim. Extend that same grace to your kids. Have
often times aren’t afforded the
time to think and reflect on information we receive about God’s same relentlessness in mind with your parenting
decisions. If you want to still have a healthy relationship
our child, or find out directly from them. Much of the
time this isn’t bad, because the information is not of great with your adult child, parent with that goal in mind.
significance.
4. Resist the temptation to be judge, jury and execuBut sometimes we get blindsided. 3-year-old Jimmy has
been eating out of the dog’s bowl. 8-year-old Heidi was
lying to you about that raunchy TV show she knew she
wasn’t supposed to be watching. 11-year-old Tyler gets
into trouble while hanging out with that friend that you
know is a bad influence. 17-year-old Yvonne is sexually
active with her boyfriend… and has been for months.

tioner on every issue all the time. D6 founder Ron
Hunter summarizes what these moments are for:
“Remind [parents] that their goal is not to force compliance, but to walk themselves and their kids through
the principles of an evaluation process.” Also,
“Relationships should not change your rules, but rules
should not trump relationships.” ¹ This will become
increasingly important as your child grows older and
complicated disagreements arise over issues that cannot be resolved in one discussion. If your child knows
how you feel about a decision or issue, then they likely
know that when you relent from discussing it all the
time doesn’t mean you’ve changed your mind. This
doesn’t mean never discuss it, it just means that you
must be judicious about the times that you do.

Depending on the age, the stage, and the issue at hand,
we can suddenly find ourselves submerged in deep
parenting waters that are turbulent and murky. We know
in these situations that if we overreact, or underreact,
bad things will result or continue. And if the issue
escalates, we may end up jeopardizing our relationship
_____________________________
with our child.
There is no way to completely prepare our response to
all the parenting issues we face. So, then, how can we
as parents be prepared to respond well in these
circumstances? Here are a few pointers:
1. Start investing in a great relationship with your child
NOW. The better your relationship is before these more
difficult issues arise, the better you and your child will be
able to navigate them… together.
2. Communicate regularly on a deeper level. Get
beyond surface issues and mere factoids about your
child’s day. Hear your child for who they are and what
they think and feel about issues. That type of affirmation,
though not always easy when you disagree, will make for
a relational atmosphere that is well-prepared for working
through tougher issues.
3. Always parent to the relationship. God does this
regularly with us. At times He disciplines us out of love to

¹Ron Hunter Jr. DNA of D6. ©2015, Randall House Publishing, pp 97 & 45.
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ELDERS REPORT
The elders met on January 2nd and 16th of 2017.
They opened in prayer at both meetings and approved the minutes from
previous meetings.
The elders have been discussing the financial software the church owns.
It is called Power Church. Concerning Power Church options, Scott Lee
reported that they were leaning toward the online subscription for fiscal
year 2017 – 2018 (starting April 1st), because of the added features and
flexibility it offers. This would cost $39.95/month.
The elders went through unit 12 of Experiencing God, and completed the
study. They will start a new book in February entitled “Accidental
Pharisees” by Larry Osborne
Discussion was had concerning the gift to the Conner's as they retire from
the mission field. Scott agreed to check with Josh Barnes to make sure
that any giving toward the gift would be handled in a way that made it taxdeductible for givers. We will give them whatever we receive from the
congregation, and not add any monies from the church budget or
funds. We cannot get them their gift through Converge; Converge will
apparently funnel it into a general account for all missionaries, and not
give it directly.
Dennis Glew agreed to moderate our meetings for the next 6 months.
Discussion was had on the cultural issue of overall decline in attendance
and commitment in American church culture, spurred on by a series of
articles from Carey Nieuwhof. More discussion on this issue will be had
at future meetings, but it was agreed that defining and clarifying what it
means for a Christian to be committed to Christ and the church, as well as
defining a clear understanding and process of discipleship would be
integral to this discussion.
At the January 16th meeting - sharing time based on the question, how is
it with your soul?
Prayer time for each other, and for requests for the body at Pleasant
View.
Discussed follow-up of visitors, and follow-up of connecting with
attendees who have not been attending frequently.
Carrie Barfels has resigned as office administrator and treasurer.
Rochelle Massengale has agreed to return to that position March 1st. She
will come in the last week of February to learn what she needs to do from
Carrie. We appreciate Carrie Barfels' hard work in her time in this
position. She did an excellent job.
Paul received approval to buy new cymbals for the drum set, maximum of
$600. Cymbals will be part of the drum set owned by Gage.
We will attempt to schedule a social evening with elders and wives, possibly March 3rd, hosted by the Glew's.
Circles of Concern will be redone and re-emphasized at our next meeting
with the elders and deacons attending, on February 6th.

The elders met on February 6th and 20th of 2017.
The elders opened their February 6th meeting with a discussion of how we
experienced God in the last two weeks.
Prayer time for each other, and for requests from the body.
The elders reviewed the proposed 2017 budget.
 Capital campaign will be a separate category listed after the
budget.
 Elder’s discretionary fund will remain in budget, even with
possible overlap with capital campaign.
 Mission’s budget will receive input from the missions committee after meeting this week. Past giving to faith promise will
also be considered to arrive at the general fund mission’s
budget.
The elders are planning on taking a personality test by each individual to
understand how they can learn how to work together in a more efficient and
complementarian way.
The elders approved the purchase of used Mac computer from Pastor Steve
Miller of First Baptist Church of Camanche if it works as needed for the
sound booth to provide the video for the worship services.
The elders approved early registration for Pastor Paul Family Ministry Conference because there was significant savings
registering now.
The elders set the annual business meeting for Sunday, March 19th. There
will be a fellowship lunch included with the meeting.
An elder social will be held Saturday March 18th at the Glew’s.
Deacons Steve Belk and Dale Von Thun joined the elders for discussion and
reassignment of the Circles of Concern.
The elders approved 500 dollar amount for the used mac computer purchase. It was determined it will work with our system and Mario will be purchasing Pro- Presenter, a software package, to provide better options for use
in the worship service with our video projector.
The elders adjusted the Circles of Concern to reduce Scott Lee's involvement.
The elders shared their evaluations with Pastor Ed Hedding
 Pastor Ed was commended for a number of areas of ministry
 Pastor Ed needs to delegate more things.



Pastor Ed shared the desire but not always the people who would
be willing to take leadership in areas he would like to delegate

Pastor evaluations for Ed and Paul should be prepared and will be done
at Elder meeting February 20th.

The elders approved the purchase of refurbished copier for $2420.00 plus
$20 month maintenance contract.

Pastor Ed asked for the elders to approve an outreach event to our QCA
Christian community. Elizabeth Smith from Moody Bible Institute will be at
the Quad Cities Prayer Center to share a seminar on Raising Gender
Confident Kids in a Gender Confused Culture. The event approved with
money to fund it out of outreach.

The elders approved Pastor Paul to purchase of 2 power amps for about
$1500.00. These two purchases will be made with money from current giving, (savings) not included in any line item of the budget.

Pastor Ed Hedding 2017 housing allowance of $20000 approved.
Pastor Paul Hovey 2017 housing allowance of $13000 approved.
The elders must approve these every January for the Pastor’s tax purposes.

Scott Lee will send the budget when completed to the elders for final approval.
Both reports submitted by Pastor Ed Hedding
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MARCH Family Resource of the Month
A Catechism for Boys and Girls by Erroll Hulse
A Catechism for Boys and Girls is a systematic approach to teaching your children basic
Christian doctrines. The answers to the questions in this catechism will help your
children form a framework for personal interaction with the Scriptures. Use this
question-answer formatted catechism to engage your children in conversation about
fundamental Christian doctrine. It will help form your child’s understanding and worldview about: God, sin, salvation, the Bible, the church, prayer, heaven, and more. Each
answer in the catechism is supported by Scripture references. It is available in the
church lobby by the bulletin board, or you can order a bound version online.

APRIL Family Resource of the Month
The Forgotten Commandment: Experience the Power of Honoring Your Parents
by Dennis Rainey
The forgotten commandment is the command to honor your parents, your father
and your mother. This commandment promises blessings for obedience, yet many of
us shy away from fully carrying it out. In The Forgotten Commandment Dennis
Rainey walks us through some of the barriers and hang-ups we may have with our
own parents to a place where we can find forgiveness, freedom and restoration in
our relationships with our parents. Through the process of developing a tribute to
your parents, learn how to love them on a deeper level.

FINANCIAL INFORMATION FOR PVBC
Current Financial Status as of February 28, 2017
Checking Bank Balance: $51,010.59
(includes Capital Campaign)
Cornerstone Fund
Savings Account Balance: $7,745.55
2016-2017 Fiscal Year, Beginning April 1, 2016
YTD General Fund Giving: $255,187.58
Capital Campaign (Total Given): $73,213.00
YTD Budget Need: $248,256.00
(Weekly budget need is $5,172.00)

YTD Expenses: $300,256.53

Total given as of February 28,
2017: $73,213. Praise God for
supplying our needs and for the
faithfulness of our people in
giving. Pray for God to give us
direction in the new year of ways to serve Him
and use His resources wisely as we reach our
community. May we at PVBC...
CONNECT ●GROW ● SERVE in 2017!

PAGE 6

MEN’S BREAKFAST
March 11~ 7:30am

Seniors
55+
Luncheon
Tuesday, March 28
Noon in the Fellowship Hall
Potluck

YOU’RE INVITED
CONVERGE NIGHT OF WORSHIP
Date ......................... March 30
Time .......................... 7:00 PM
Location .................. Quad City
Prayer Center

Wednesdays @ 6:30pm
NO AWANA or CHAOS Mar. 15th

There is a basket in the lobby for recipes
for the 50th Anniversary
Pleasant View Church
Cookbook. There are
also some blank recipe
sheets placed by the
basket to take and use
for your recipes. Please feel free to take
as many as you want and then return
your recipes to the basket by August 31.

AWANA ~ Crazy Hair Night
Wednesday, March 29

*CONTACT THE OFFICE IF INTERESTED*

LENTEN
SEASON
HYMN

WEEKLY:
Tuesday, Mar. 21 at 6:30pm
At the home of
Melanie Glew

**GET YOUR TICKETS ONLINE**

Chris Tomlin Presents
Worship Night in America

Ladies’ Prayer Group
Tuesday Mornings
9:00 am
GIANTS Men’s Group
Thursday Evenings
7:30 pm

SING
March 26
3pm

Café Gals
All ladies invited!
Tuesday, Mar. 14 at 6:30pm

Tuesday, April 11, 2017 @ 7:00 PM
iWireless Center, Moline, IL

Aroma Café @ Green Thumbers

Pleasant View Baptist Church ~ 6400 Crow Creek Rd ~ Bettendorf, IA ~ 52722
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MEN’S BREAKFAST
April 8 ~ 7:30am

Seniors
55+
Luncheon
Tuesday, April 25
Noon at Village Inn

Pick up copies at the
table in the lobby...to
keep and give away!

**GET YOUR TICKETS ONLINE**

Wednesdays @ 6:30pm
AWANA ~ Backwards Night (Apr. 12)
AWANA ~ Store Night (Apr. 19)

Chris Tomlin Presents
Worship Night in America
Tuesday, April 11, 2017 @ 7:00 PM

There is a basket in the
lobby for recipes for the
50th Anniversary Pleasant View Church Cookbook. There are also
some blank recipe
sheets placed by the basket to take and
use for your recipes. Please feel free to
take as many as you want and then return
your recipes to the basket by August 31.

iWireless Center, Moline, IL

Tuesday, Apr. 18th at 6:30pm
At the home of
Melanie Glew

ATE!
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WEEKLY:
Ladies’ Prayer Group
Wednesday Mornings
9:30 am
GIANTS Men’s Group
Thursday Evenings
7:30 pm

VAN DRIVERS NEEDED!
If you are interested in being on the potential
drivers list for activities, please see the guidelines posted on the bulletin board.

Pleasant View Baptist Church ~ 6400 Crow Creek Rd ~ Bettendorf, IA ~ 52722

