
 
 



Here is a trustworthy saying: Whoever 
aspires to be an overseer desires a 

noble task. 
1 Timothy 3: 1 



1. Elders.   
 Who they are 

2. Shepherds.   
 What they do 

3. Overseers.  
 How they do it 



God is more interested in the character 
of the leaders  

than He is in the organizational 
structure of the church. 



Spiritual Leadership is Not: 

• Past  
• Politics  
• Popularity 
• Pocketbook 



God is more interested in the character 
of the leaders  

than He is in the organizational 
structure of the church. 



2 Now the overseer is to be above reproach, faithful to his 
wife, temperate, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, 
able to teach, 3 not given to drunkenness, not violent but 
gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. 4 He must 
manage his own family well and see that his children obey 
him, and he must do so in a manner worthy of full respect. 
5 (If anyone does not know how to manage his own family, 
how can he take care of God’s church?) 6 He must not be a 
recent convert, or he may become conceited and fall under 

the same judgment as the devil. 7 He must also have a 
good reputation with outsiders, so that he will not fall into 

disgrace and into the devil’s trap.  - 1 Timothy 3 

What a Spiritual Leader Looks Like 



• Above reproach  
• Faithful to his wife  
• Temperate  
• Self-Controlled  
• Respectable 
• Hospitable  
• Able to Teach  

• Not Given to Drunkenness  
• Not Violent but Gentle  
• Not Quarrelsome 
• Not a Lover of Money  
• Manage His Own Family Well  
• Not a Recent Convert  
• Good Reputation 



1. It is a worthy endeavor. 

Why Even Do This? 

Whoever aspires to be an overseer 
desires a noble task. 

1 Timothy 3:1 



2. It is heavenly in value. 

Why Even Do This? 

Those who have served well gain an 
excellent standing … 

1 Timothy 3:13a 



3. It does something to your own faith. 

Why Even Do This? 

… and great assurance in their faith in 
Christ Jesus. 

1 Timothy 3:13b 



1. Honor Them. 

How Should We Treat the Elders 
of the Church? 

The elders who direct the affairs of the 
church well are worthy of double 

honor, especially those whose work is 
preaching and teaching. 

1 Timothy 5:17 



2.  Be Supportive. 

How Should We Treat the Elders 
of the Church? 

For Scripture says, “Do not muzzle an 
ox while it is treading out the grain,”] 
and “The worker deserves his wages.” 

1 Timothy 5:18 



3.  Assume the Best. 

How Should We Treat the Elders 
of the Church? 

Do not entertain an accusation against 
an elder unless it is brought by two or 

three witnesses. 
1 Timothy 5:19 



4.  Willingly Submit. 

How Should We Treat the Elders 
of the Church? 

Have confidence in your leaders and submit to 
their authority, because they keep watch over 
you as those who must give an account. Do 
this so that their work will be a joy, not a 

burden, for that would be of no benefit to you. 
Hebrews 13:17 



5.  Earnestly Pray. 

How Should We Treat the Elders 
of the Church? 

Pray for us. We are sure that we have 
a clear conscience and desire to live 

honorably in every way. 
Hebrews 13:18 



 
 


