
 
 



Here is a trustworthy saying: Whoever 
aspires to be an overseer desires a 

noble task. 
1 Timothy 3: 1 



The Way We View Ministry 

1. Seeing the Ministry and Wanting It – Aspires/Desires 

2. Seeing the Ministry for What It Is – Task/Work 

3. Seeing the Ministry for It’s Nature – Noble/Honorable 



Who Are These Overseers? 

To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder and a 
witness of Christ’s sufferings who also will share in the glory 
to be revealed: 2 Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under 
your care, watching over them—not because you must, but 

because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not 
pursuing dishonest gain, but eager to serve; 3 not lording it 

over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the 
flock. 4 And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will 
receive the crown of glory that will never fade away. 

1 Peter 5: 1-3  



Who Are These Overseers? 
1. Elder.  Addresses the need for maturity. 
  Who they are 

2. Shepherds.  This addresses the aspect of feeding 
and care. 

  What they do 

3. Watching Over/Overseers.  This addresses the 
call for management.  

  How they do it 



Who Are These Overseers? 

1.  Elder.  Presbuterous. Maturity. 

2.  Shepherding.  Poime.  Pasture. Feeding. 

3.  Overseeing.  Epi-over.  skopos- scope - to see.  



Three Conclusions About 
Church History 

1. We’re By Far More Influenced By Our Culture 
and Upbringing. 

2. We Tend to Complicate and Divide. 

3. The Complicated Division Takes Away Momentum 
from the Jesus Movement and His Church 



The Biblical Qualifications 

• Above reproach  
• Faithful to his wife  
• Temperate  
• Self-Controlled  
• Respectable 
• Hospitable  
• Able to Teach  
• Not Given to Drunkenness  
• Not Violent but Gentle  
• Not Quarrelsome 

• Not a Lover of Money  
• Manage His Own Family Well  
• Not a Recent Convert  
• Good Reputation 



How Should We Treat the 
Elders of the Church? 

1. Honor Them. 

The elders who direct the affairs of the church well 
are worthy of double honor, especially those 

whose work is preaching and teaching. 
1 Timothy 5:17 



How Should We Treat the 
Elders of the Church? 

2.  Be Supportive. 

 For Scripture says, “Do not muzzle an ox while 
it is treading out the grain,” and “The worker 

deserves his wages.” 
1 Timothy 5:18 



How Should We Treat the 
Elders of the Church? 

3.  Assume the Best. 

Do not entertain an accusation against an elder 
unless it is brought by two or three witnesses. 

1 Timothy 5:19 



How Should We Treat the 
Elders of the Church? 

4.  Willingly Submit. 

Have confidence in your leaders and submit to 
their authority, because they keep watch over you 

as those who must give an account. Do this so 
that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that 

would be of no benefit to you. 
Hebrews 13:17 



How Should We Treat the 
Elders of the Church? 

5.  Earnestly Pray. 

Pray for us. We are sure that we have a 
clear conscience and desire to live 

honorably in every way. 
Hebrews 13:18 



2 Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and 
thankful. 3 And pray for us, too, that God may 
open a door for our message, so that we may 

proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am in 
chains. 4 Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I 

should. 5 Be wise in the way you act toward 
outsiders; make the most of every opportunity. 6 

Let your conversation be always full of grace, 
seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to 

answer everyone. 
Colossians 4 



As for other matters, brothers and 
sisters, pray for us that the message of 

the Lord may spread rapidly and be 
honored, just as it was with you.  

2 Thessalonians 3:1 



Now may the God of peace, who through the 
blood of the eternal covenant brought back from 
the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of 
the sheep, equip you with everything good for 
doing his will, and may he work in us what is 

pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be 
glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

Hebrews 13: 20-21 



 
 


