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Then Jesus said to his disciples, 

“Whoever wants to be my disciple 

must deny themselves … 

Matthew 16:24 



Do nothing out of selfish ambition 

or vain conceit. Rather, in humility 

value others above yourselves, 

Philippians 2:3 



God is giving me perspective. 

God is getting me in position. 

God is training me in preparation. 

Getting You to a Place 



Jacob lived in the land where his father 

had stayed, the land of Canaan. 
2 This is the account of Jacob’s family line. 

Joseph, a young man of seventeen, was 

tending the flocks with his brothers, the 

sons of Bilhah and the sons of Zilpah, his 

father’s wives, and he brought their father 

a bad report about them. 

Genesis 37:1-2 



3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than any 

of his other sons, because he had been 

born to him in his old age; and he made an 

ornate robe for him. 4 When his brothers 

saw that their father loved him more than 

any of them, they hated him and could not 

speak a kind word to him. 

Genesis 37:3-4 



5 Joseph had a dream, and when he told it 

to his brothers, they hated him all the 

more. 6 He said to them, “Listen to this 

dream I had: 7 We were binding sheaves of 

grain out in the field when suddenly my 

sheaf rose and stood upright, while your 

sheaves gathered around mine and bowed 

down to it.” 

Genesis 37:5-7 



11 His brothers were jealous of him, but 

his father kept the matter in mind. 

Genesis 37:11 



So Joseph went after his brothers and 

found them near Dothan. 18 But they 

saw him in the distance, and before he 

reached them, they plotted to kill him. 
19 “Here comes that dreamer!” they said 

to each other. 20 “Come now, let’s kill 

him and throw him into one of these 

cisterns and say that a ferocious animal 

devoured him. Then we’ll see what 

comes of his dreams.” 

Genesis 37:17-20 



21 When Reuben heard this, he tried to rescue 

him from their hands. “Let’s not take his life,” he 

said. 22 “Don’t shed any blood. Throw him into 

this cistern here in the wilderness, but don’t lay 

a hand on him.” Reuben said this to rescue him 

from them and take him back to his father. 
23 So when Joseph came to his brothers, they 

stripped him of his robe—the ornate robe he 

was wearing— 24 and they took him and threw 

him into the cistern. The cistern was empty; 

there was no water in it. 

Genesis 37:21-24 



36 Meanwhile, the Midianites sold 

Joseph in Egypt to Potiphar, one of 

Pharaoh’s officials, the captain of 

the guard. 

Genesis 37:36 



God is at work – 
 

Not on my circumstances,  

but on my character. 



God is at work –  
 

On me, so He can work through me. 



God is at work –  
 

For His glory, which is ultimately for 

my own good. 



God is giving me perspective. 

God is getting me in position. 

God is training me in preparation. 

Getting You to a Place 



8 Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be 

sympathetic, love one another, be 

compassionate and humble. 9 Do not repay 

evil with evil or insult with insult. On the 

contrary, repay evil with blessing, because 

to this you were called so that you may 

inherit a blessing.  

1 Peter 3:8-9 



10 For, 

“Whoever would love life 

    and see good days 

must keep their tongue from evil 

    and their lips from deceitful speech. 
11 They must turn from evil and do good; 

    they must seek peace and pursue it. 
12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous 

    and his ears are attentive to their prayer, 

but the face of the Lord is against those  

who do evil.” 

1 Peter 3:8-12 



When God wants to drill a man, 

And thrill a man, 

And skill a man 

When God wants to mold a man 

To play the noblest part; 

When He yearns with all His heart 

To create so great and bold a man 

That all the world shall be amazed, 

Watch His methods, watch His ways! 

How He ruthlessly perfects 

Whom He royally elects! 



How He hammers him and hurts him, 

And with mighty blows converts him 

Into trial shapes of clay which 

Only God understands; 

While his tortured heart is crying 

And he lifts beseeching hands! 

How He bends but never breaks 

When his good He undertakes; 



 

How He uses whom He chooses, 

And which every purpose fuses him; 

By every act induces him 

To try His splendor out- 

God knows what He’s about. 

– Anonymous 
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