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You intended to harm me, 

but God intended it for good to 

accomplish what is now being 

done, the saving of many lives. 

Genesis 50:20 



3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than any 

of his other sons, because he had been 

born to him in his old age; and he made 

an ornate robe for him. 4 When his 

brothers saw that their father loved him 

more than any of them, they hated him 

and could not speak a kind word to him. 

Genesis 37:3-4 



So Joseph went after his brothers and 

found them near Dothan. 18 But they saw 

him in the distance, and before he 

reached them, they plotted to kill him. 

Genesis 37:17-18 



Now Joseph had been taken down to 

Egypt. Potiphar, an Egyptian who was 

one of Pharaoh’s officials, the captain of 

the guard, bought him from the 

Ishmaelites who had taken him there. 

Genesis 39:1 



Now Joseph was well-built and 

handsome, 7 and after a while his 

master’s wife took notice of Joseph and 

said, “Come to bed with me!” 
8 But he refused. “With me in charge,” he 

told her, “my master does not concern 

himself with anything in the house; 

everything he owns he has entrusted  

to my care. 

Genesis 39:6-8 



20 Joseph’s master took him and put him 

in prison, the place where the king’s 

prisoners were confined. 

Genesis 39:20 



Some time later, the cupbearer and the 

baker of the king of Egypt offended their 

master, the king of Egypt.2 Pharaoh was 

angry with his two officials, the chief 

cupbearer and the chief baker, 3 and put 

them in custody in the house of the 

captain of the guard, in the same prison 

where Joseph was confined. 

Genesis 40:1-3 



When two full years had passed, Pharaoh 

had a dream: … 8 In the morning his mind 

was troubled, so he sent for all the 

magicians and wise men of Egypt. 

Pharaoh told them his dreams, but no one 

could interpret them for him. 
9 Then the chief cupbearer said to 

Pharaoh, “Today I am reminded of my 

shortcomings.  

Genesis 41:1, 8-9 



28 “It is just as I said to Pharaoh: God has 

shown Pharaoh what he is about to do.29 

Seven years of great abundance are 

coming throughout the land of Egypt, 30 

but seven years of famine will follow 

them. Then all the abundance in Egypt 

will be forgotten, and the famine will 

ravage the land. 

Genesis 41:28-30 



41 So Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I hereby 

put you in charge of the whole land of 

Egypt.” 42 Then Pharaoh took his signet 

ring from his finger and put it on Joseph’s 

finger. He dressed him in robes of fine 

linen and put a gold chain around his 

neck. 43 He had him ride in a chariot as 

his second-in-command, 

Genesis 41:41-43 



When Jacob learned that there was grain 

in Egypt, he said to his sons, “Why do you 

just keep looking at each other?” 2 He 

continued, “I have heard that there is grain 

in Egypt. Go down there and buy some for 

us, so that we may live and not die.” 

Genesis 42:1-2 



Then Joseph could no longer control himself 

before all his attendants, and he cried out, 

“Have everyone leave my presence!” So there 

was no one with Joseph when he made 

himself known to his brothers. 2 And he wept 

so loudly that the Egyptians heard him, and 

Pharaoh’s household heard about it. 
3 Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is 

my father still living?” But his brothers were 

not able to answer him, because they were 

terrified at his presence. 

Genesis 45:1-3 



You intended to harm me, but God 

intended it for good to accomplish what is 

now being done, the saving of many lives. 

Genesis 50:20 



We can trust God. 
 

Regardless of the circumstances. 
 

Regardless of what others do. 



Christian Entitlement: 
“Since I follow Jesus and try hard, He 

owes me a better life.” 

 

Biblical Perspective on Life: 
“Since I trust God and know He  

is out for my good, 

I can follow, knowing He might be up to 

something greater.” 



Character 
 

Humility vs. Pride 

Integrity vs. Deceitfulness 

Loyalty vs. Unfaithfulness 

Wisdom vs. Foolishness 

Civility vs. Hostility 

Love vs. Selfishness 

Legacy vs. Immediate Gratification 



CHARACTER 
MATTERS

The Life 
 of  

JOSEPH  


