Cheerful
Giving
2 Corinthians 9

“Now I commit you to God and to the word of
his grace, which can build you up and give you an
inheritance among all those who are sanctified. 33
I have not coveted anyone’s silver or gold or
clothing. 34 You yourselves know that these hands
of mine have supplied my own needs and the
needs of my companions. 35 In everything I did, I
showed you that by this kind of hard work we
must help the weak, remembering the words the
Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is more blessed to give
than to receive.’ ”
32

Acts 20: 32-35

I denied myself nothing my eyes desired;
I refused my heart no pleasure.
My heart took delight in all my work,
and this was the reward for all my labor.
Yet when I surveyed all that my hands had done
and what I had toiled to achieve,
everything was meaningless, a chasing
after the wind;
nothing was gained under the sun.
Ecclesiastes 2: 10-11

Command those who are rich in this present
world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in
wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their
hope in God, who richly provides us with
everything for our enjoyment. 18 Command them
to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be
generous and willing to share. 19 In this way
they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm
foundation for the coming age, so that they may
take hold of the life that is truly life.
1 Timothy 6: 17-19

In Your Richness, Don’t …
Be Arrogant

Put Your Hope in Wealth

In Your Richness, Do …
Put Your Hope in God
Recognize God as the Provider

Enjoy What God Provides

Be Known as a Person Who Is…
Good
Rich in Good Deeds

Generous and Willing to Share

The Result Will Be …
Laying Up Treasures in Heaven
Laying Up a Firm Foundation for the Future
Taking Hold of Life for Real

There is no need for me to write to you about
this service to the Lord’s people. 2 For I know
your eagerness to help, and I have been
boasting about it to the Macedonians, telling
them that since last year you in Achaia were
ready to give; and your enthusiasm has stirred
most of them to action. 3 But I am sending the
brothers in order that our boasting about you in
this matter should not prove hollow, but that you
may be ready, as I said you would be.
2 Corinthians 9:1-3

For if any Macedonians come with me and find
you unprepared, we—not to say anything about
you—would be ashamed of having been so
confident. 5 So I thought it necessary to urge the
brothers to visit you in advance and finish the
arrangements for the generous gift you had
promised. Then it will be ready as a generous gift,
not as one grudgingly given.
6 Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also
reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will
also reap generously. 7 Each of you should give
what you have decided in your heart to give, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a
cheerful giver.
4

2 Corinthians 9: 4-7

Several words for cheerful in
the New Testament:
Euthumeo

To put into good spirits, to make cheerful

Tharseo

To be of good courage, of good cheer, confidence

Hilaros

Propitious, signifies that readiness of mind,
that joyousness

So I thought it necessary to urge the brothers
to visit you in advance and finish the
arrangements for the generous gift you had
promised. Then it will be ready as a generous
gift, not as one grudgingly given.
6 Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will
also reap sparingly, and whoever sows
generously will also reap generously. 7 Each of
you should give what you have decided in your
heart to give, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.

5

2 Corinthians 9: 5-7

Surely he took up our pain
and bore our suffering,
yet we considered him punished by God,
stricken by him, and afflicted.
5 But he was pierced for our transgressions,
he was crushed for our iniquities;
the punishment that brought us peace was on him,
and by his wounds we are healed.
6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray,
each of us has turned to our own way;
and the Lord has laid on him
the iniquity of us all.
Isaiah 53

7 He

was oppressed and afflicted,
yet he did not open his mouth;
he was led like a lamb to the slaughter,
and as a sheep before its shearers is silent,
so he did not open his mouth.
8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away.
Yet who of his generation protested?
For he was cut off from the land of the living;
for the transgression of my people he
was punished.
Isaiah 53

He was assigned a grave with the wicked,
and with the rich in his death,
though he had done no violence,
nor was any deceit in his mouth.
10 Yet it was the Lord’s will to crush him and cause
him to suffer,
and though the Lord makes his life an
offering for sin,
he will see his offspring and prolong his days,
and the will of the Lord will prosper in his hand.
9

Isaiah 53
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