
TURNING SETBACKS INTO 
COMEBACKS

When It’s Not Your Fault



9 Much time had been lost, and sailing had already become 
dangerous because by now it was after the Day of Atonement. 

So Paul warned them, 10 “Men, I can see that our voyage is 
going to be disastrous and bring great loss to ship and cargo, 
and to our own lives also.” 11 But the centurion, instead of 

listening to what Paul said, followed the advice of the pilot 
and of the owner of the ship. 12 Since the harbor was 
unsuitable to winter in, the majority decided that we 

should sail on, 
Acts 27



20 When neither sun nor stars appeared for 
many days and the storm continued raging, 
we finally gave up all hope of being saved.

Acts 27



What Causes People to Make Bad Decisions?

• When we listen to ungodly advice. - Acts 27:9-11

• When we copy the crowd. - Acts 27:12

• When we count on circumstances, instead of Christ.    
- Acts 27:13



What Do Storms Do?
1.  They cause me to Drift
… so we gave way to it and were driven along.
Acts 27:15



What Do Storms Do?

2. Storms Can Cause Me to Discard What I Used to Value

18 We took such a violent battering from the storm that the next 
day they began to throw the cargo overboard. 19 On the third day, 
they threw the ship’s tackle overboard with their own hands. 

Acts 27: 18-19



What Do Storms Do?

3.  Storms Can Cause Me to Despair

When neither sun nor stars appeared for many days and 
the storm continued raging, we finally gave up all hope of 
being saved.

Acts 27:20



Three Anchors for Your Soul
• The Presence of God
• The Purpose of God
• The Promise of God



Three Anchors for Your Soul
The Presence of God

Psalm 16:11
You make known to me the path of life; you will fill me 
with joy in your presence, with eternal pleasures at your 
right hand



Three Anchors for Your Soul
The Purpose of God

Romans 8:28
And we know that in all things God works for the good of 
those who love him, who have been called according to 
his purpose.



Three Anchors for Your Soul

The Promise of God

2 Peter 3
The Lord is not slack concerning his promise …


