


The fear of the LORD is the 

beginning of knowledge, but fools 

despise wisdom and instruction. 

Proverbs 1:7 



1.  Sees God as Awesome 

2.  Treats God as Holy 

3.  Knows God is Righteous 

4.  Follows God in Decision-Making 

Fear God more – Fear life less. 



Listen, my sons, to a father’s instruction; 

pay attention and gain understanding. 
2 I give you sound learning, 

so do not forsake my teaching. 
3 For I too was a son to my father, 

still tender, and cherished by my mother. 
4 Then he taught me, and he said to me, 

“Take hold of my words with all your heart; 

keep my commands, and you will live. 
5 Get wisdom, get understanding; 

do not forget my words or turn  

away from them. 

Proverbs 4:1-5 



6 Do not forsake wisdom,  

and she will protect you; 

love her, and she will watch over you. 
7 The beginning of wisdom is this: Get 

wisdom. Though it cost all you have,  

get understanding. 
8 Cherish her, and she will exalt you; 

    embrace her, and she will honor you. 
9 She will give you a garland to grace your 

head and present you with  

a glorious crown.” 

Proverbs 4:6-9 



Above all and before all, do this: Get Wisdom! 

    Write this at the top of your list: Get 

Understanding! 

Throw your arms around her—believe me,  

you won’t regret it; 

Proverbs 4:7 The Message 

Wisdom is supreme—so acquire wisdom, 

and whatever you acquire,  

acquire understanding! 

Proverbs 4:7 New English Translation 



Get Wisdom for  

Better Life Choices 



I saw among the simple, 

    I noticed among the young men, 

    a youth who had no sense. 

Proverbs 7:7 

1.  The Simple 

A fool finds pleasure in wicked schemes, 

    but a person of understanding delights 

in wisdom. 

Proverbs 10:23 

2.  The Fool 



Whoever corrects a mocker invites insults; 

    whoever rebukes the wicked incurs abuse. 

Do not rebuke mockers or they will hate you; 

    rebuke the wise and they will love you. 

Proverbs 9:7-8 

3.  The Mocker 

Instruct the wise and they will be wiser still; 

    teach the righteous and they will add to 

their learning. 

Proverbs 9:9 

4.  The Wise 



“The fear of the LORD is the beginning 

of wisdom, 

And the knowledge of the Holy One  

is understanding. 

Proverbs 9:10 

1.  Fear God – take Him seriously 



My son, if you accept my words 

    and store up my commands within 

you, For the LORD gives wisdom; 

    from his mouth come knowledge and 

understanding. 

Proverbs 2:1,6 

2.  Tell Yourself the Truth – Traffic in Truth 

My son, do not forget my teaching, but 

keep my commands in your heart, 

Proverbs 3:1 



My son, do not let wisdom and 

understanding out of your sight, 

preserve sound judgment and discretion; 

Proverbs 3:21 

3. Respond to Truth, Not ____________  

I instruct you in the way of wisdom and 

lead you along straight paths. 

Proverbs 4:11 



A discerning person keeps wisdom in 

view, but a fool’s eyes wander to the 

ends of the earth. 

Proverbs 17:24 

3. Respond to Truth, Not ____________  



For wisdom will enter your heart, and 

knowledge will be pleasant to your soul. 

Proverbs 2:10 

4.  Trust God for the Outcome  

Wisdom will save you from the ways 

of wicked men, from men whose 

words are perverse, 

Proverbs 2:12 



Know also that wisdom is like honey for 

you: If you find it, there is a future hope 

for you, and your hope will not be cut off. 

Proverbs 24:14 

4.  Trust God for the Outcome  


