


7 You are judging by appearances. If anyone 
is confident that they belong to Christ, they 

should consider again that we belong to 
Christ just as much as they do. 8 So even if I 
boast somewhat freely about the authority 
the Lord gave us for building you up rather 

than tearing you down, I will not be 
ashamed of it.  

2 Corinthians 10:7-8 

Points of Conflict 



12 We do not dare to classify or compare 
ourselves with some who commend 

themselves. When they measure 
themselves by themselves and 

compare themselves with themselves, 
they are not wise. 
2 Corinthians 10:12 

Points of Conflict 



5 I do not think I am in the least inferior 
to those “super-apostles.” 6 I may 

indeed be untrained as a speaker, but I 
do have knowledge. We have made this 

perfectly clear to you in every way. 
2 Corinthians 11:5-6 

Points of Conflict 



16 I repeat: Let no one take me for a fool. 
But if you do, then tolerate me just as 

you would a fool, so that I may do a little 
boasting. 17 In this self-confident 

boasting I am not talking as the Lord 
would, but as a fool. 

2 Corinthians 11:16-17 

Points of Conflict 



I must go on boasting. Although there is 
nothing to be gained, I will go on to 

visions and revelations from the Lord. 2 I 
know a man in Christ who fourteen years 
ago was caught up to the third heaven … 

2 Corinthians 12:1-2 

Points of Conflict 



By the humility and gentleness of Christ, I 
appeal to you—I, Paul, who am “timid” when 
face to face with you, but “bold” toward you 

when away! 2 I beg you that when I come I 
may not have to be as bold as I expect to be 
toward some people who think that we live 
by the standards of this world. 3 For though 
we live in the world, we do not wage war as 

the world does.  
2 Corinthians 10:1-3 

Points of Conflict 



4 The weapons we fight with are not 
the weapons of the world. On the 

contrary, they have divine power to 
demolish strongholds. 5 We demolish 
arguments and every pretension that 
sets itself up against the knowledge 

of God, and we take captive every 
thought to make it obedient to Christ.  

2 Corinthians 10:4-5 

Points of Conflict 



1.  How do I approach the conflict? 

By the humility and gentleness of Christ,  
I appeal to you— 

 
I, Paul, who am “timid” when face to face 

with you, but “bold” toward you when away!  
 

2 I beg you that when I come I may not have 
to be as bold as I expect to be toward some 

people who think that we live by the 
standards of this world.  

2 Corinthians 10:1-2 



1.  How do I approach the conflict? 

The approach: 

• Graciousness is not equal to Weakness 
• Strong Words are not from a Lack of 

Humility 
• We Don’t Want to Hear What We Don’t 

Want to Hear 



2.  Why is this so difficult? 

3 For though we live in the world, we do not 
wage war as the world does. 4 The weapons 

we fight with are not the weapons of the 
world. On the contrary, they have divine 

power to demolish strongholds.  
2 Corinthians 10:3-4 



2.  Why is this so difficult? 

 
• Not like any other war 
• Invisible conflict of ideas/thinking 
• Fought with different weapons 
• Divine conflict 

This war is  



3.  How do I get my mind to mind? 

 5 We demolish arguments and every 
pretension that sets itself up against the 

knowledge of God, and we take captive 
every thought to make it obedient to Christ.  

2 Corinthians 10:5 

• Demolish the arguments 
• Take captive every thought 
• Make your mind obey the 

words/life of Christ 



Closing Questions: 

• What stronghold is left in my life? 
• What lie constantly comes back to me? 
• What truth is replacing that lie? 




