
Lessons from  

1 Corinthians 



1.  Life is messy 

Christian living is messy.  
 

Church life is messy. 
 

The problem:  
We expected it to be better. 







Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus 
by the will of God, and our brother 

Sosthenes, 
2 To the church of God in Corinth, to those 

sanctified in Christ Jesus and called to be his 
holy people, together with all those 

everywhere who call on the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ—their Lord and ours: 

3 Grace and peace to you from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

1 Corinthians 1:1-3 



2.  A survey of the mess 

Divisions 

10 I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, 
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
all of you agree with one another in what 

you say and that there be no divisions 
among you, but that you be perfectly 

united in mind and thought. 
1 Corinthians 1:10 



2.  A survey of the mess 

Maturity 

Brothers and sisters, I could not address you 
as people who live by the Spirit but as 

people who are still worldly—mere infants in 
Christ. 2 I gave you milk, not solid food, for 
you were not yet ready for it. Indeed, you 
are still not ready. 3 You are still worldly. 

1 Corinthians 3:1-3 



2.  A survey of the mess 

Arrogance 

18 Some of you have become arrogant, 
as if I were not coming to you.  

1 Corinthians 4:18 



2.  A survey of the mess 

Incest 

It is actually reported that there is 
sexual immorality among you, and of a 

kind that even pagans do not tolerate: A 
man is sleeping with his father’s wife. 2 

And you are proud!  
1 Corinthians 5:1-2 



2.  A survey of the mess 

Personal Rights 

9 Be careful, however, that the exercise 
of your rights does not become a 

stumbling block to the weak.  
1 Corinthians 8:9 



2.  A survey of the mess 

Abuse of the Lord’s Table 

20 So then, when you come together, it is 
not the Lord’s Supper you eat, 21 for 
when you are eating, some of you go 

ahead with your own private suppers. As 
a result, one person remains hungry and 

another gets drunk. 
1 Corinthians 11:20-21 



2.  A survey of the mess 

Confusion about the Gifts 

Now about the gifts of the Spirit, 
brothers and sisters, I do not want 

you to be uninformed.  
1 Corinthians 12:1 



2.  A survey of the mess 

Reality of the Resurrection 

12 But if it is preached that Christ has 
been raised from the dead, how can 

some of you say that there is no 
resurrection of the dead? 

1 Corinthians 15:12 



3. The Personal Good that 
Comes from the Mess 

• This humbles us  
• This increases our prayer life  
• This drives us back to God and His Word 



4.  The Approach 
4 I always thank my God for you because of his 
grace given you in Christ Jesus. 5 For in him you 
have been enriched in every way—with all kinds 
of speech and with all knowledge— 6 God thus 
confirming our testimony about Christ among 

you. 7 Therefore you do not lack any spiritual gift 
as you eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to 
be revealed. 8 He will also keep you firm to the 
end, so that you will be blameless on the day of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful, who has 
called you into fellowship with his Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord. - 1 Corinthians 1 



4.  The Approach 

He begins with relationship 

to those sanctified in Christ Jesus and 
called to be his holy people, together 
with all those everywhere who call on 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ—

their Lord and ours: 
1 Corinthians 1:2 



4.  The Approach 

He blesses them 

Grace and peace to you from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

1 Corinthians 1:3 



4.  The Approach 

He thanks God for them 

I always thank my God for you because 
of his grace given you in Christ Jesus. 

1 Corinthians 1:4 



4.  The Approach 

He affirms his faith in a good 
God, who has a good ending 

He will also keep you firm to the end, 
so that you will be blameless on the 

day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
1 Corinthians 1:8 



4.  The Approach 

• We begin with relationship 
• We bless them 
• We thank God for them 
• We affirm our faith in a good 

God, who has a good ending 


