


The Problem: 

8 We are hard pressed on every side, but not 
crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; 9 

persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but 
not destroyed. 

2 Corinthians 4:8-9 



The Perspective: 

18 So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on 
what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, 

but what is unseen is eternal. 
2 Corinthians 4:18 



God is close. God is good.  
God is strong. 



1.  When the situation is isolating,   
remember the closeness of God. 

17 The righteous cry out, and the LORD  
hears them; 

    he delivers them from all their troubles. 
18 The LORD is close to the brokenhearted 

    and saves those who are crushed in spirit. 
Psalm 34:17-18 



1.  When the situation is isolating,   
remember the closeness of God. 

And he has raised up for his people a horn, the 
praise of all his faithful servants, of Israel, the 

people close to his heart. Praise the LORD. 
Psalm 148:14 



2. When the situation is depressing, look 
at the goodness of God. 

13 I remain confident of this: 
    I will see the goodness of the LORD 

in the land of the living. 
14 Wait for the LORD; 

be strong and take heart 
and wait for the LORD. 

Psalm 27:13-14 



2. When the situation is depressing, look 
at the goodness of God. 

19 How abundant are the good things 
    that you have stored up for those  

who fear you, 
that you bestow in the sight of all, 

    on those who take refuge in you. 
Psalm 31:19 



3. When the situation is overwhelming, 
embrace the strength of God. 

5 Great is our Lord and mighty in power; 
    his understanding has no limit. 

Psalm 147:5 



3. When the situation is overwhelming, 
embrace the strength of God. 

13 But I pray to you, LORD, 
    in the time of your favor; 
in your great love, O God, 

    answer me with your sure salvation. 
14 Rescue me from the mire, 

    do not let me sink; 
deliver me from those who hate me, 

    from the deep waters. 
15 Do not let the floodwaters engulf me 

    or the depths swallow me up 
    or the pit close its mouth over me. 

Psalm 69:13-15 



God is close. God is good.  
God is strong. 



But it doesn’t really matter, 
unless He is mine. 

1 The LORD is my shepherd, I lack nothing. 
2  He makes me lie down in green pastures, 

he leads me beside quiet waters, 
3 he refreshes my soul. 

He guides me along the right paths 
for his name’s sake. 

Psalm 23 



But it doesn’t really matter, 
unless He is mine. 

11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd 
lays down his life for the sheep. 

John 10:11 
 

For “you were like sheep going astray,” but now 
you have returned to the Shepherd and  

Overseer of your souls. 
1 Peter 2:25 




