




The Storyline 

King Belshazzar gave a great banquet for a thousand 

of his nobles and drank wine with them. 2 While 

Belshazzar was drinking his wine, he gave orders to 

bring in the gold and silver goblets that 

Nebuchadnezzar his father had taken from the 

temple in Jerusalem, so that the king and his nobles, 

his wives and his concubines might drink from them.  

Daniel 5:1-2 



The Storyline 

3 So they brought in the gold goblets that had 

been taken from the temple of God in Jerusalem, 

and the king and his nobles, his wives and his 

concubines drank from them. 4 As they drank the 

wine, they praised the gods of gold and silver, of 

bronze, iron, wood and stone. 

Daniel 5:3-4 



The Storyline 

Culture’s agenda: to grow an unholy boldness 

toward God 

 

The God follower’s agenda: to please God 



The Handwriting is on the Wall 

25 “This is the inscription that was written: 

MENE, MENE, TEKEL, PARSIN 
26 “Here is what these words mean: 

Mene: God has numbered the days of your reign and 

brought it to an end. 
27 Tekel: You have been weighed on the scales and 

found wanting. 
28 Peres: Your kingdom is divided and given to the 

Medes and Persians.” 

Daniel 5:25-28 



The Handwriting is on the Wall 

MENE, MENE – numbered 

Caution: We forget that our days are numbered 

Correction: Count your days, make each day count 



The Handwriting is on the Wall 

TEKEL – weigh, to value 

Caution: We chase the things that don’t matter 

Correction: Refuse to follow the latest and greatest 



The Handwriting is on the Wall 

PARSIN – divided and lost 

Caution: We fail to see that we will leave it all behind 

Correction: Know that we will stand before a holy God 



Learning from the Prophecy 

Buy up the opportunity of each day 

Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise 

but as wise, making the most of every opportunity, 

because the days are evil.  

Ephesians 5:15-16 

“Today, if you hear his voice,  

do not harden your hearts.” 

Hebrews 4:7 



Learning from the Prophecy 

Live by priority, make each day count 

 For this reason, since the day we heard about you, 

we have not stopped praying for you. We continually 

ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will 

through all the wisdom and understanding that the 

Spirit gives, so that you may live a life worthy of the 

Lord and please him in every way: bearing fruit in 

every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, 

Colossians 1:9-10 



Learning from the Prophecy 

Live with a sense of urgency, the end is near 

“Show me, LORD, my life’s end 

    and the number of my days; 

    let me know how fleeting my life is. 

Psalm 39:4 

Why, you do not even know what will happen 

tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that 

appears for a little while and then vanishes. 

James 4:14 



How the Story Ends 

But you his son, O Belshazzar, have not humbled 

yourself, though you knew all this. Instead, you 

have set yourself up against the Lord of heaven. 

You had the goblets from his temple brought to you, 

and you and your nobles, your wives and your 

concubines drank wine from them. You praised the 

gods of silver and gold, of bronze, iron, wood and 

stone, which cannot see or hear or understand. But 

you did not honor the God who holds in his hand 

your life and all your ways.  

Daniel 5:22-23 



One Final Lesson 

Never, ever follow the way of unholy boldness. 

Never. 




