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Let everyone be subject to the governing 

authorities, for there is no authority except that 

which God has established. The authorities that 

exist have been established by God. 2 

Consequently, whoever rebels against the authority 

is rebelling against what God has instituted, and 

those who do so will bring judgment on 

themselves. 3 For rulers hold no terror for those 

who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you 

want to be free from fear of the one in authority? 

Then do what is right and you will be commended.  

Romans 13:1-3 



4 For the one in authority is God’s servant for your 

good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for rulers do not 

bear the sword for no reason. They are God’s 

servants, agents of wrath to bring punishment on the 

wrongdoer. 5 Therefore, it is necessary to submit to 

the authorities, not only because of possible 

punishment but also as a matter of conscience. 

Romans 13:4-5 























23 The man said, “This is now bone of my 

bones and flesh of my flesh; 

she shall be called ‘woman,’ for she was taken 

out of man.” 
24 That is why a man leaves his father and 

mother and is united to his wife, and they 

become one flesh. 

Genesis 2:23-24 

God has established three institutions: 

1.  The Home 



42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ 

teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of 

bread and to prayer. 

Acts 2:42 

God has established three institutions: 

2.  The Church 



And from each human being, too, I will 

demand an accounting for the life of another 

human being. 6 “Whoever sheds human blood, 

by humans shall their blood be shed; for in the 

image of God has God made mankind. 

Genesis 9:5-6 

God has established three institutions: 

3.  The Government 



God has established three institutions: 

• The Home 

• The Church 

• The Government 



Let everyone be subject to the governing 

authorities, for there is no authority except that 

which God has established. The authorities that 

exist have been established by God. 

Romans 13:1 

What is Our Relationship to  

Human Government? 

1.  Submit to the Government 



I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, 

intercession and thanksgiving be made for all 

people— 2 for kings and all those in authority, 

that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all 

godliness and holiness.  

1 Timothy 2:1-2 

What is Our Relationship to  

Human Government? 

2.  Pray for the Leaders. 



Show proper respect to everyone, love the family 

of believers, fear God, honor the emperor. 

1 Peter 2:17 

What is Our Relationship to  

Human Government? 

3.  Honor the Leaders. 



Let everyone be subject to the governing 

authorities, for there is no authority except that 

which God has established. The authorities that 

exist have been established by God. 

Romans 13:1 

What is the General Command  

of Romans 13? 

Be Subject to Human Government  



2 Consequently, whoever rebels against the 

authority is rebelling against what God has 

instituted, and those who do so will bring 

judgment on themselves.  

Romans 13:2 

Why Submit to the Laws of  

Human Government? 

1.  Because opposing law is opposing God 



4 For the one in authority is God’s servant for your 

good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for rulers do not 

bear the sword for no reason. They are God’s 

servants, agents of wrath to bring punishment on the 

wrongdoer. 5 Therefore, it is necessary to submit to 

the authorities, not only because of possible 

punishment but also as a matter of conscience. 

Romans 13:4-5 

Why Submit to the Laws of  

Human Government? 

2.  Because of conscience 



 9 The commandments … are summed up in this 

one command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 
10 Love does no harm to a neighbor. Therefore 

love is the fulfillment of the law. 

Romans 13:9-10 

Why Submit to the Laws of  

Human Government? 

3.  Because of love for the greater community 



12 The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So 

let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the 

armor of light. 13 Let us behave decently, as in the 

daytime, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in 

sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension 

and jealousy. 14 Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord 

Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the 

desires of the flesh. 

Romans 13:12-14 

Why Submit to the Laws of  

Human Government? 
4.  Because we represent Christ on earth 



Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only 

God, be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

1 Timothy 1:17 

The Conclusion: 

Good Christians are good citizens. 

But Christians know we have  

a dual citizenship. 
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