
GRACE COVENANT 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Awakening a Love for Christ in the Heart of  Richmond   

                                                                             

March 26, 2017 The Fourth Sunday in Lent 10:55 a.m. 
 
   Please fill out the communication card and place it in the offering plate during the offertory. 

†Please stand for these parts of  the service. 
 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
PRELUDE 
  Here I Am, Lord  Michael Helman, b. 1956 
 
 
 

WE GATHER TO GLORIFY GOD 

 
†CALL TO WORSHIP                      Christopher Tweel
      
 One: This is the day that the Lord has made; 
 All:   let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 One: God made the bright, warm sunshine and the freezing-cold snow. 
 All:   Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 One: God made the little tiny flowers and the great big pine trees. 
 All:   Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 One: God made the peaceful ponds and the crashing waves. 
 All:   Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 One: God made the cornfields and the rocky mountains. 
 All:   Let us rejoice and be glad in it.  
 One: God made the creeping caterpillars and kicking kangaroos. 
 All:   Let us rejoice and be glad in it.  
 One: God made you, and God made me. 
 All:   Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 One: Come, let us praise God for making all things good! 
 
 



†HYMN 361 (Blue Hymnal) 
 How Firm a Foundation Foundation 
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†PRAYER OF CONFESSION (IN UNISON)  Christopher Tweel 
        
 God of  compassion, 
 in Jesus Christ you did not disdain the company of  sinners 
 but welcomed them with love. 
 Look upon us in mercy, we pray. 
 Our sins are more than we can bear; 
 our pasts enslave us; our misdeeds are beyond correcting. 
 Forgive the wrongs we cannot undo;  
 free us from a past we cannot change; 
 heal what we can no longer fix. 
 Grace our lives with your love and turn the tears of  our past 
 into the joys of  new life with you. Amen. 
 

  

†ASSURANCE OF PARDON    
 
†GLORIA PATRI 579 (Blue Hymnal)  Greatorex 
   

  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
  world without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
  At this time, children 6 years old and younger are invited to come to the front of the sanctuary with Rev. Christopher Tweel who will  

lead worship with them in the chapel. They will be in "Children's Chapel" for the remainder of the morning  
and will be in Room 102 for pickup.  

 

WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  Bobby Hulme-Lippert 

  
OLD TESTAMENT READING Psalm 89:14-22 Holy Bible, p. 535 
  

 Leader: The Word of  the Lord. 
 All: Thanks be to God. 
 
NEW TESTAMENT READING Matthew 14:22-33  Holy Bible, p. 894 
  

 Leader: The Word of  the Lord. 
 All: Thanks be to God. 
 

SERMON       “Living in the Waves” Bobby Hulme-Lippert 



RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
 

 

†HYMN 399 (Blue Hymnal)  
 We Walk by Faith and Not By Sight  Dunlap’s Creek 
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†APOSTLES’ CREED (IN UNISON)                             Bobby Hulme-Lippert
           

 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of  heaven and earth,  
 And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
 born of  the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and  
  buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he  
 ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of  God the Father Almighty;     
 from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  
 I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of  saints;  
 the forgiveness of  sins; the resurrection of  the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  

 Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts,  
 as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
 and the glory, for ever. Amen.  

 
 

WE GIVE THANKS TO GOD 
  
PRESENTATION OF TITHES, OFFERINGS, AND GIFTS     
 

ANTHEM 

         O Jesus, Every Moment (Bí, a Íosa, Im Chroíse)   Philip Stopford, b. 1977 

 
O Jesus, every moment be in my heart and mind; 
O Jesus, stir my heart with sorrow for my sins; 
O Jesus, fill my heart with never-failing love; 
O Jesus, sweet Master, never part from me. 
 
O Jesus is my King, my friend, and my love;  
O Jesus is my shelter from sinning and from death;  
O Jesus, my gladness, my mirror all my days; 
O Jesus, my dearest Lord, never part from me. 
 
O Jesus, be forever in my heart and in my mouth; 
O Jesus, be ever in my thought and my prayer; 
O Jesus, be forever in my quiet mind;  

 O Jesus, my sweet Lord, do not leave me alone. 
 
      — from an Ulster manuscript; 
           Tr. G. O. Simms 
 



†DOXOLOGY           Old Hundredth    
  
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
 Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  
 
†PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 
 

    WE GO FORTH TO LOVE AND SERVE 
 
 
†HYMN 368 (Red Hymnal; hymn reprinted on next page) 
 My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less Solid Rock 
 
 
†BENEDICTION AND CHORAL RESPONSE 
 Cast Thy Burden upon the Lord Felix Mendelssohn 
  
 
†POSTLUDE    
  Prelude in A Minor (BWV 543)  Johann Sebastian Bach, 1685-1750 
 
 

Following the worship service, all are invited to meet in the Social Room  
for a time of  fellowship.  

 
 

The flowers are given to the glory of  God and in appreciation  
of  the loyal and faithful members of  Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church   

by Cheryl and Bill Jacobs. 
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WORSHIP NOTES 

Hearing Aids and Large-Print Hymnals are available from the ushers. 

As one body of  Christ, composed of  diverse individuals bound together by the Holy Spirit: 
 
We will worship God in a way that not only proclaims God’s glory and identifies His presence in our 
lives, but also calls us to repent of  our sins and kindles due thanks and awe for our creator, sustainer, 
and redeemer. - from our 2012 Vision Statement  

Music Notes 

 
Michael Helman (b. 1956) has composed over 125 handbell, organ, and choral pieces, many 
of  which have won several national awards. Michael is the Director of  Music at Faith 
Presbyterian Church in Cape Coral, Florida. Helman has skillfully set the beloved hymn Here I 
Am, Lord as a handbell voluntary ideal for concerts, festivals, and worship. A little background 
about the hymn: the text and tune were written by Daniel Schutte in 1981 for a diaconate 
ordination at Oakland Cathedral. Schutte grew up in Milwaukee and studied at Jesuit 
seminaries and was ordained a priest in the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation in southwest South 
Dekota. He is now a layperson. Despite its Catholic origins, Schutte’s hymn is also sung in 
most Protestant worship services and has been translated in over twenty languages.  
 
Renowned for his beautiful choral music, Philip Stopford (b. 1977) is a British composer with 
an impressive musical background. He is currently Director of  Music at Christ Church, 
Bronxville, New York, and is passionate about creating new works and seeing his music 
performed by choirs at all levels. Philip Stopford’s expressive anthem O Jesus, Every Moment (Bí, 
a Íosa, Im Chroíse) is based on a beautiful old Irish prayer (from an Ulster manuscript). Stopford 
has taken great care to write simply, in the style of  a folk song, and to fashion a meaningful 
prayer suitable for any contemplative moment in worship. The anthem was written for the 
Royal School of  Church Music Ireland Festival Service in March 2007. 
 
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) composed his Prelude in A Minor sometime during his 
years as court organist to the Duke of  Saxe-Weimar (1708-1717). The toccata-like prelude 
bears the marks of  Bach’s early, north German-influenced style. The Prelude is in two parts and 
builds with accumulated energy. The rhapsodic second half  builds up again to the height of  
the beginning. 

We are grateful to have you join in worship with us this morning. We are a historic Presbyterian 
church, having celebrated our centennial anniversary in 2015. God has been immensely faithful for 
over 100 years, and we are eager to step faithfully into the future God has for us! We continue for-
ward by walking in light of  our mission which was adopted in 2012: to train grateful disciples of  
Christ, by doing justice, loving mercy, and walking humbly with our God. May you be blessed 
through worship and fellowship this morning.  

http://www.faithcapecoral.org/
http://www.faithcapecoral.org/


    Sermon Notes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

     General Announcements 

 
Dedicate an Easter Lily: Please plan to purchase beautiful potted lily plants to help decorate our sanctu-
ary for Easter Sunday. The order forms will be available at the information table across from the Social 
Room and in the Glass Office, beginning March 15. Please fill out your form and drop it into the box with 
your check to cover the cost of the lilies. Each potted lily is $12.50. The deadline for ordering an Easter lily 
is Sunday, April 2. 
 
Bread Breakers in April: Bread Breakers will meet April 1 at the home of Martha Reagan at 6:30 p.m. 
Her address is 2367 Bel Crest Circle, Midlothian, Virginia 23113. Everyone is welcome!  Bring a dish to 
share and come and enjoy dinner and fellowship with your Grace Covenant friends and family. RSVP to 
Martha Reagan at 248-9654 or by email at reagan.martha@gmail.com. 
 
GCPC Men’s Softball Team: Softball season is back and the GCPC team begins games Tuesday, April 
18. The exact schedule will be available in the next couple of weeks, but in general all games will be played 
on Tuesday evenings from April 18 through mid-June. Cost is $30 per person. Contact Everett Reveley if 
you would like to play this year: everett.reveley@gmail.com.   
 
Monument 10K Hospitality Station: Please come out on April 1 to help with the hospitality station and 
to cheer on the participants of the Monument Avenue 10K. This year we are working with the Sacred 
Heart Center which supports the Latino community in Richmond. Please contact Lewis Rosebro or Karl 
Rubis if you would like to get involved.  
 
Early Communion Education: This year we are going to be taking our children 6 and under through an 
education program that will help them understand some of the basics of what the sacrament of commun-
ion is all about. To be clear this isn't a "gate-keeping" class, after which children would be "allowed" to take 
communion. Your child taking communion with our church family is a family choice taken on prayerfully 
and with the deep understanding of your child that only guardians and parents can provide. Instead, this 
will be a multi-week education experience built to connect our children to the sacredness of commun-

WELCOME TO GRACE COVENANT 



ion. We will culminate with communion on April 2. This class will take place during the Children’s Chapel 
portion of Worship. 
 
Inquirer’s Class: Interested in learning more about Grace Covenant? Considering membership? You are 
welcome to attend the next Inquirer’s Class on Sunday, April 30, from 8:30 a.m. to 10:45 a.m. in room 
213. Rev. Bobby Hulme-Lippert will lead this class in which participants have the opportunity to learn more 
about the Presbyterian church and its theology as well the specific ministries and mission of Grace Cove-
nant. This class will also help participants discern if they want to become members. If you are interested in 
attending, you may indicate that on the communication card in your bulletin or email info@grace-
covenant.org.  
 
2018 Contribution Envelopes: These will be ordered this month. We get the best discount if ordered be-
fore the end of March.  The 2018 envelope order will be based on those who are using their 2017 enve-
lopes.  If you didn’t get envelopes, but would like to have them (we have extra 2017 envelopes) or no longer 
wish to use contribution envelopes, please contact Martha at bookkeeper@grace-covenant.org, leave a mes-
sage in her box in the Glass Office or call 359-2463 and leave a message at ext. 205.   

 
 

Mission and Justice 

 

West Virginia Work Week April 1-8: Join with others in the Presbytery to repair and rebuild homes that 
were destroyed last summer by torrential rains and severe flooding in the Richwood area. All skills lev-
els (including non-skilled) are needed and welcomed. The Presbytery is sharing in the costs, but each partici-
pant is invited to make a voluntary contribution of $250 for expenses. Sleeping arrangements are at Rich-
wood Presbyterian Church. Contact trip leader Brown Pearson (Ruling Elder, Southminster Presbyterian 
Church) at cbpearson3@erg-homes.com for details and/or to RSVP. 
 
Shalom Farms: Starting up again in April, join us the second Saturday of the month at Shalom Farms - a 
local food access and community development ministry (www.shalomfarms.org) - as we help ensure every-
one in our city has access to God's bounteous gift of nutritious produce. This year we will be at the new ru-
ral location just off route 288 at 2676 Venita Road, Midlothian, VA 23113. Please RSVP to Nelson Reveley 
at nmr2uf@virginia.edu or  (804) 387-8094. Upcoming dates will be: April 8, May 13, June 10, July 8, August 12, 
September 9, and October 14. 

 

Christian Education and Discipleship 
The nursery crib room and Sunday School are available for children ages 2 and up. 

Sunday School is held every Sunday from 9:45-10:30 a.m.  

 

Nursery Class (~0-2), Room 103: Frolic is a new trial experience for us. In the past, our youngest Presby-
terians have relied on the loving care of our caregivers to show them the love of Christ. And, week to week, 
they do a spectacular job. This winter we will be experimenting with a new curriculum to help lend some 
guidance and provide new material into what the caregivers are naturally doing. We’re excited to bring this 
to our Nursery! 
 
Pre-K (~2/3-6), Room 102: Spark is Bible-centered programming at its best. Kids of all ages interact with 
the Bible in every lesson. With hands-on activities such as interactive games and creative crafts—Spark 
makes learning exciting. Lessons in five age brackets allow us to meet the needs of a wide age range with 

http://www.shalomfarms.org/
mailto:nmr2uf@virginia.edu
tel:/%28804%29%20387-8094


one curriculum.  
 
Elementary, Room 209: Holy Moly follows the arc of the biblical narrative. Kids of all ages interact with 
the Bible in every lesson. Animated videos of the Bible stories don’t use narration. Instead, visuals and 
sound effects give kids the opportunity to retell the story in their own words. Holy Moly printed resources 
are available—making it equally engaging for younger and older kids. After class, kids walk away retelling 
the stories they’ve learned and take home completed activities to share with their family.  
 
Student Mentoring Class, Room 301: This winter, Pastor Christopher will be working closely with our 
students on a teen-led project. Come up to the third floor loft at 9:45 every Sunday morning to join in and 
contribute. We need your student leadership in our church family, and our community! Let's see what God 
has in store for us. 

Unbinding your Heart Small Groups 
Sunday School, February 26-April 2: During these six weeks of Unbinding your Heart, Sunday School will 
begin at 9:15 a.m. and finish at 10:30 a.m. There will be three locations for the Unbinding groups on Sun-
day morning.  
 
Group 1: Everett Reveley will lead this group on the third floor in room 303. 
Group 2: Nelson Reveley will lead this group on the second floor in room 212.  
Group 3: Bobby Hulme-Lippert will lead this group in the Fellowship Hall. Participants in this group will 
be comprised of folks who are doing an Unbinding your Heart small group during the week but still want to 
have a Sunday School lesson. This group will explore the curriculum in further detail. 
And remember, there is homework for each meeting! Here is the homework schedule for week three, 

which begins today: arrive having completed Week 4 of the Prayer Journal and read Chapter 5 of Unbinding 

your Heart. 

Wednesday Night Supper  
Save yourself the midweek hassle of cooking dinner and come join us Wednesday nights at 6:00 p.m. for a 
time of growth in fellowship and faith! Every night we'll have arts and crafts for the kids, timely announce-
ments, worship preparation cards for the coming Sunday, and either faith-infused live music, a trivia night, or 
an excellent speaker! $7 per person, $5 for seniors (over 65), and $15 max per family.  

This week’s program:  Each week until our Maundy Thursday service we will be meeting in our alternative 
worship space at the back of the Fellowship Hall. Each week we will engage in scripture, have guest musi-
cians, and share in Communion together. Come and have a meal at WNS, then stay for our special time of 
worship together in this Holy Season from 6:45-7:20 p.m. Childcare is always provided, though children and 
families are encouraged to join us for worship. This week Martin Pinckney will talk on the topic “Declared” 
and music will be provided by Dan and Erin Cook. 
 
This week’s menu: 

Snack: Fruit Medley 
Salad: Caesar Salad 
Entrée: Baked Ziti 
Dessert: Sweet Potato Pie  
 
April 5, 2017        Worship, Christopher Tweel on “Shalom Is Our Future,” Music by Vivien Chen 
April 13, 2017       Maundy Thursday Service 



CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER 
Lord, hear our prayer for...   

The family and friends of  Logan R. Moorhead as they mourn his passing; Chris Martin; 
Marjorie and Ed Adams; George and Anne Norris; Elizabeth Russell’s nephew, Bryan 
Russell, who is a marine and is being deployed to Afghanistan in April; the family and friends of  
Charles “Edward” Richardson, III, Elizabeth Ramsey, and Frieda Jane Mack as they 
mourn their passing; Jack Corley’s daughter, Suzanne Corley; Rosie Turner; Ann Pais’ 
daughter-in-law, Jane Pais, with cancer; Susan Farrell’s father, Jim, facing health issues;  
Cynthia Holmes’ mother, Constance Lockman; George Turner; Dr. Carl and Mrs. Jo 
McMillin; Steve Cobb and his family; Carol Ann Moorhead-George, daughter of  Logan R. 
Moorhead, who is fighting Lyme Disease; Stuart Chapman, David Russell, and all who are 
serving in our nation’s Armed Forces. 
 

1627 Monument Avenue • Richmond, Virginia 23220 • 804-359-2463 
Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 9:00 a.m.-3:30 p.m.; Wednesday 9:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Friday 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon 

Email: info@grace-covenant.org    Website: www.grace-covenant.org    
Radio: WLES 590 AM & 97.7 FM • Live Streaming www.truthnetwork.com (Click “Listen Live,” then “Richmond, Virginia”) 

 
Pastor: Bobby Hulme-Lippert     Child Development Center Director: Nicole Flournoy 
Associate Pastor for Christian Education: Christopher Tweel  Administrative Support: Martha Rubin 
Director of Music and Organist: Christopher Martin   Office Manager: Meredith Bond    
Parish Associate for Outreach & Adult Discipleship: Nelson Reveley   

Sunday Morning Openers 

March 26 - Pete Sizemore 

April 2 - Lloyd Bostian 

April 9 - Rob Rosebro 

April 16 - Hank Downing 

Our worship service is broadcast live from 11:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon on WLES 590 AM and 
97.7 FM and is streamed live on www.truthnetwork.com (press “Listen Live,” then select 
“Richmond”).   
 
For podcasts, go to www.grace-covenant.org, click on “Worship,” then the pull-down “Sermons 
Online” and select the Full Service, Sunday Sermons, or Special Performances you wish to 
hear. The podcasts are uploaded within an hour of  the end-of-broadcast. 
   
For Audio CDs, leave a note to the Radio Room in the Glass Office or call the main church office 
359-2463. There is no charge for this service, but any contributions to “The Radio Fund” are 
greatly appreciated and will help to assure the continuation of  this ministry. 

Fellowship Hour 

March 26 - Doris Farquhar, Janet and Tom Miller 

April 2 - Cheryl and Bill Jacobs 

April 9 - Lewis and Rob Rosebro 

April 16 - Lisa and Kent Cardwell  

mailto:info@grace-covenant.org
http://www.grace-covenant.org
http://www.truthnetwork.com
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