
GRACE COVENANT 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Awakening a Love for Christ in the Heart of  Richmond   

                                                                             

February 26, 2017  10:55 a.m. 
 
   Please fill out the communication card and place it in the offering plate during the offertory. 

†Please stand for these parts of  the service. 
 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
PRELUDE 
  Ciaconna in E Minor  Dietrich Buxtehude, c. 1637-1707 
 
 
 

WE GATHER TO GLORIFY GOD 

 
†CALL TO WORSHIP                     Christopher Tweel 
              
 
 One: Give thanks for the Lord’s goodness, God’s love is steadfast and forever. 
  All:  God has gathered us from the east and from the west, from the north  
  and from the south, and rescued us from trouble. 
 One: When we wandered as if  in the desert, hungry and thirsty for God, 
 All:  God heard our cries and revived our fainting souls, leading us home. 
 One: Give thanks for God’s steadfast love, for the wonderful things  
  God has done and is doing for us. 
 All:   God’s grace satisfies the hunger in our hearts, and fills us with   
  compassion, hope, and peace. We will praise God’s name always!  
  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



†HYMN 376 (Blue Hymnal) 
 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling Hyfrydol 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-715262. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

†PRAYER OF CONFESSION (based on Psalm 139) (IN UNISON) Christopher Tweel 
        
 O Lord, you have searched me and known me.  You know when I sit down and when I rise 
 up; you discern my thoughts from far away.  You search out my path and my lying down, 
 and are acquainted with all my ways.  Even before a word is on my tongue, O Lord, you 
 know it completely, and my words are not always good words. They cut people down. They 
 are passive-aggressive. They are painful. They are filled with my own pain and not your 
 Love. Yet from every side, and in a way I cannot ever understand, you are with me. I 
 cannot hide from you, though I am embarrassed by my lack of  compassion. I cannot flee 
 to a place where you won't peruse me even though I don't want to change. Look deep in 
 my heart, Lord, and do not let me follow evil ways, but instead paths that you have made.  
 

†ASSURANCE OF PARDON    
 
†GLORIA PATRI 579 (Blue Hymnal)  Greatorex 
   
  At this time, children 6 years old and younger are invited to come to the front of the sanctuary with Rev. Christopher Tweel who will  

lead worship with them in the chapel. They will be in "Children's Chapel" for the remainder of the morning  
and will be in Room 102 for pickup.  

 

WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  Bobby Hulme-Lippert 

  
OLD TESTAMENT READING Psalm 107:1-9  Holy Bible, p. 548 
 

HANDBELL CHOIR 
 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence  John Behnke 
 
NEW TESTAMENT READING Luke 14:15-24   Holy Bible, p. 954 
  

SERMON       “Choosing the Great” Bobby Hulme-Lippert 



RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
 

 

†HYMN 21 (Red Hymnal)  
 Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee Hymn to Joy 
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†THE PCUSA BRIEF STATEMENT OF FAITH (IN UNISON)             Bobby Hulme-Lippert 
                    
 In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
 love of  God, and the communion of  the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God, the 
 Holy One of  Israel, whom alone we worship and serve. We trust in Jesus Christ, fully 
 human, fully God.  Jesus proclaimed the reign of  God: preaching good news to the poor 
 and release to the captives, teaching by word and deed and blessing the children, healing the 
 sick and binding up the brokenhearted, eating with outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling 
 all to repent and believe the gospel.  
 
 - The Book of  Confessions - Sections 10.1 and 10.2, lines 1-18 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  

 Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts,  
 as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
 and the glory, for ever. Amen.  
 

WE GIVE THANKS TO GOD 
  
PRESENTATION OF TITHES, OFFERINGS, AND GIFTS     
 

ANTHEM 

        The Lord Hath Been Mindful of  His Own (Ascribe to the Lord) Samuel Sebastian Wesley, 1810-1876 

 
 The Lord hath been mindful of  us, and He shall bless us: 
 He shall bless the house of  Israel. 
 He shall bless the house of  Aaron. 
 He shall bless them that fear the Lord both small and great.  
 Ye are the blessed of  the Lord, you and your children. 
 Ye are the blessed of  the Lord: who made heaven and earth. 
          —Psalm 115:12-15 
 

†DOXOLOGY Old Hundredth    
  
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
 Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  
 



†PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

    WE GO FORTH TO LOVE AND SERVE 
 
 
†HYMN 466 (Blue Hymnal; hymn reprinted on next page) 
 O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing Azmon 
 
 
†BENEDICTION AND CHORAL RESPONSE 
 Threefold Amen Anonymous 
  
 
†POSTLUDE    
  In Thee Is Joy (BWV 615)  Johann Sebastian Bach, 1685-1750 
 
 

Following the worship service, all are invited to meet in the Social Room  
for a time of  fellowship and refreshments.  

 
 

The flowers are given to the glory of  God and in loving memory of   
C. B. Pearson, Jr., by the family. 
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WORSHIP NOTES 

Hearing Aids and Large-Print Hymnals are available from the ushers. 

As one body of  Christ, composed of  diverse individuals bound together by the Holy Spirit: 
 
We will join in community across the generational, ethnic, racial, and economic barriers that separate 
God’s children. We will walk together in a manner worthy of  the calling to which we have been called, 
with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, eager to maintain the 
unity of  the Spirit in the bond of  peace. 
 - from our 2012 Vision Statement  

Music Notes 

Dietrich Buxtehude (c. 1637-1707) was the most important composer for organ before Johann 
Sebastian Bach. His Ciaconna in E Minor presents a stately theme and a highly imaginative series of  
variations. The theme is gentle and builds slowly from a recurring four-note pattern of  descending 
contour in the harmonies. Gradually the music develops a sense of  momentum, always maintaining its 
hymn-like character. It grows from a modest, almost somber mood at the outset to a brighter, stately 
character two minutes or so into the piece. By the midpoint, however, the music takes on a grandeur in 
its seriousness, with rich, bass-laden harmonies and often thick chords. The work ends gloriously and 
with a feeling of  happy resolution, the whole imparting a sense of  journey through tribulation and 
arrival at final triumph. 
  
Dr. John Behnke is Director of  Music and Organist at Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

Milwaukee, as well as the director of  the Milwaukee Handbell Ensemble. His handbell setting on Let All 

Mortal Flesh Keep Silence begins with the hymn’s “Alleluia” motif. A combination of  handbells and tone 

chimes create an ethereal sound for this hauntingly beautiful melody. 

 

Famous in his lifetime as one of  his country's leading organists and choirmasters, Samuel Sebastian 
Wesley (1810-1876) composed almost exclusively for the Church of  England, which continues to 
cherish his memory. The Lord Hath Been Mindful of  His Own is the ending from a larger work of  fourteen 
minutes in length. The anthem was written while Wesley was organist and Master of  the Choristers at 
Winchester Cathedral in 1851. 
 
In Thee Is Joy comes from Johann Sebastian Bach’s (1685-1750) Orgelbüchlein. The "Little Organ Book" 
is a collection of  46 chorale preludes which was originally planned as a set of  164 chorale preludes 
spanning the whole liturgical year. The chorale preludes form the first of  Bach's masterpieces for organ 
with a mature compositional style in marked contrast to his previous compositions for the instrument. 
 

We are grateful to have you join in worship with us this morning. We are a historic Presbyterian 
church, having celebrated our centennial anniversary in 2015. God has been immensely faithful for 
over 100 years, and we are eager to step faithfully into the future God has for us! We continue for-
ward by walking in light of  our mission which was adopted in 2012: to train grateful disciples of  
Christ, by doing justice, loving mercy, and walking humbly with our God. May you be blessed 
through worship and fellowship this morning.  

http://www.allmusic.com/artist/buxtehude-mn0001427042
http://www.allmusic.com/artist/bach-mn0000075140
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_England


    Sermon Notes 

In the space below, you are invited to take notes. This coming week in Sunday School (9:45 a.m.-10:30 a.m.) we will 
continue to study the Word heard today. If  you would like to have your notes or questions discussed, bring them to your 

class or email info@grace-covenant.org with your class name in the subject line. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

     General Announcements 

 
Greetings from Rev. Sampson Lodo in Hohoe, Ghana: We want to thank the Grace Covenant fam-
ily for the support you gave us. The money your mission committee sent us was used to buy some 
building materials for the continuation of  the manse project. The project was at footing level before 
the money was sent and with the arrival of  your donation we were able to raise the building to decking 
level. The whole Presbytery is full of  gratitude to the entire church.  
 
First Sunday of  the Month Prayer Group: Join the prayer team from 12:30-1:00 p.m. after worship 
on the first Sunday of  each month. The group meets in the chapel and prays over the church, our city, 
our nation, and the world. The next meeting is next Sunday, March 5. 
 
Reformation Trip to Scotland (October 18-27, 2017): Follow in the footsteps of  John Knox as we 
celebrate the 500 Anniversary of  the Protestant Reformation. Travel throughout Scotland, including: 
Glasgow, Loch Lomond, the Isles of  Mull and Iona, Stonehaven, St. Andrew’s, and Stirling. For more 
information, please contact Rev. Janet Winslow of  Bon Air Presbyterian Church at  
pastorjanet@verizon.net.  
 
 
 
 

WELCOME TO GRACE COVENANT 



Mission and Justice 

 
Lend Your Talents to Jobs for Life: STEP Jobs for Life (JfL) uses a biblically-based curriculum to 
help adult students from Gilpin Court improve their capacities to apply for and thrive 
in employment. JfL students are committed to improving their lives - and need your help! The program 
will run in the Fellowship Hall on Thursdays 6:00-8:30 p.m., March-May. We seek volunteers 
for the following roles: mentoring, childcare, business relations and instructors, and dinners. Interest-
ed? Contact Jess or Nelson Reveley (reveley@grace-covenant.org; 387-8094). 
 
Shalom Farms: Starting up again in April, join us the second Saturday of  the month 
at Shalom Farms - a local food access and community development ministry (www.shalomfarms.org) - 
as we help ensure everyone in our city has access to God's bounteous gift of  nutritious produce. This 
year we will be at the new rural location just off  route 288 at 2676 Venita Road, Midlothian, VA 23113. 
Please RSVP to Nelson Reveley at nmr2uf@virginia.edu or  (804) 387-8094. Upcoming dates will be: April 
8, May 13, June 10, July 8, August 12, September 9, and October 14. 

 
 

Christian Education and Discipleship 
The nursery crib room and Sunday School are available for children ages 2 and up. 

Sunday School is held every Sunday from 9:45-10:30 a.m.  

 
Nursery Class (~0-2), Room 103: Frolic is a new trial experience for us. In the past, our youngest 
Presbyterians have relied on the loving care of  our caregivers to show them the love of  Christ. And, 
week to week, they do a spectacular job. This winter we will be experimenting with a new curriculum to 
help lend some guidance and provide new material into what the caregivers are naturally doing. We’re 
excited to bring this to our Nursery! 
 
Pre-K (~2/3-6), Room 102: Spark is Bible-centered programming at its best. Kids of  all ages interact 
with the Bible in every lesson. With hands-on activities such as interactive games and creative crafts—
Spark makes learning exciting. Lessons in five age brackets allow us to meet the needs of  a wide age 
range with one curriculum.  
 
Elementary, Room 209: Holy Moly follows the arc of  the biblical narrative. Kids of  all ages interact 
with the Bible in every lesson. Animated videos of  the Bible stories don’t use narration. Instead, visuals 
and sound effects give kids the opportunity to retell the story in their own words. Holy Moly printed re-
sources are available—making it equally engaging for younger and older kids. After class, kids walk away 
retelling the stories they’ve learned and take home completed activities to share with their family.  
 
Student Mentoring Class, Room 301: This winter, Pastor Christopher will be working closely with our 
students on a teen-led project. Come up to the third floor loft at 9:45 every Sunday morning to join in 
and contribute. We need your student leadership in our church family, and our community! Let's see 
what God has in store for us. 
 

 

http://www.shalomfarms.org/
mailto:nmr2uf@virginia.edu
tel:/%28804%29%20387-8094


Unbinding your Heart Small Groups 
Sunday School, February 26-April 2: The Unbinding your Heart small groups begin today, February 26! 
Those who normally come to Sunday School will be part of  an Unbinding group on Sunday morning as 
the whole congregation participates in the effort together. During these six weeks, Sunday School will 
begin at 9:15 a.m. and finish at 10:30 a.m. There will be three locations for the Unbinding groups on 
Sunday morning.  
 
Group 1: Everett Reveley will lead this group on the third floor in room 303. 
Group 2: Nelson Reveley will lead this group on the second floor in room 212.  
Group 3: Bobby Hulme-Lippert will lead this group in the Fellowship Hall. Participants in this group 
will be comprised of  folks who are doing an Unbinding your Heart small group during the week but still 
want to have a Sunday School lesson. This group will explore the curriculum in further detail. 
 
And remember, there is homework for each meeting! Here is the homework schedule: 

1st Meeting –Arrive having read the Introduction, Chapter 1, and Prayer Journal Section (pp. 115-119) of Unbinding your 
Heart 
2nd Meeting – Arrive having completed Week 1 of the Prayer Journal and read Chapter 2 of Unbinding your Heart 
3rd Meeting – Arrive having completed Week 2 of the Prayer Journal and read Chapter 3 of Unbinding your Heart 
4th Meeting – Arrive having completed Week 3 of the Prayer Journal and read Chapter 4 of Unbinding your Heart 
5th Meeting – Arrive having completed Week 4 of the Prayer Journal and read Chapter 5 of Unbinding your Heart 
6th Meeting – Arrive having completed Week 5 of the Prayer Journal and read Chapter 6 of Unbinding your Heart. Partici-
pants can complete the sixth week of the prayer journal on their own after the group’s final meeting. 

Wednesday Night Supper  
Save yourself the midweek hassle of cooking dinner and come join us Wednesday nights at 6:00 p.m. for a time of 
growth in fellowship and faith! Every night we'll have arts and crafts for the kids, timely announcements, worship 
preparation cards for the coming Sunday, and either faith-infused live music, a trivia night, or an excellent speaker! $7 
per person, $5 for seniors (over 65), and $15 max per family.  

This week’s program: This coming Wednesday begins the season of Lent with our Ash Wednesday Service. Each 
week until our Maundy Thursday service we will be meeting in our alternative worship space at the back of the Fellow-
ship Hall. Each week we will engage in scripture, have guest musicians, and share in Communion together. Come and 
have a meal at WNS, then stay for our special time of worship together in this Holy Season from 6:45-7:20 p.m. Child-
care is always provided, though children and families are encouraged to join us for worship. This week Bobby Hulme-
Lippert will speak on “Broken Shalom” and music will be provided by Chris Martin. 
 
This week’s menu: 

Snack: Graham Crackers with Nutella and Banana 
Salad: Caesar Salad 
Entrée: Chicken Chili with Cornbread 
Dessert: Marble Cake 
 
March 8, 2017      Worship, Nelson Reveley on 1 John 1:1 “Heard,” Music by James Atchison  
March 15, 2017    Worship, 1 John 1:1 “Seen,” Music by Christopher Tweel 
March 22, 2017    Worship, Christopher Tweel on 1 John 1:1 “Touched,” Music by Christine Anderson 
March 29, 2017    Worship, Martin Pinckney on 1 John 1:1 “Declared,” Music by Dan and Erin Cook 
April 5, 2017        Worship, Christopher Tweel on “Shalom Is Our Future,” Music by Vivien Chen 



CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER 
Lord, hear our prayer for...   

Marjorie and Ed Adams; George and Anne Norris; Elizabeth Russell’s nephew, Bryan 
Russell, who is a marine and is being deployed to Afghanistan in April; the family and friends of  
Charles “Edward” Richardson, III, Elizabeth Ramsey, and Frieda Jane Mack as they 
mourn their passing; Nancy States in her recovery from shoulder surgery; Jack Corley’s 
daughter, Suzanne Corley; Rosie Turner; Ann Pais’ daughter-in-law, Jane Pais, with cancer; 
Susan Farrell’s father, Jim, facing health issues;  Cynthia Holmes’ mother, Constance 
Lockman; George Turner; Dr. Carl and Mrs. Jo McMillin; Steve Cobb and his family; Carol 
Ann Moorhead-George, daughter of  Logan R. Moorhead, who is fighting Lyme Disease; 
Stuart Chapman, David Russell, and all who are serving in our nation’s Armed Forces. 
 

1627 Monument Avenue • Richmond, Virginia 23220 • 804-359-2463 
Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 9:00 a.m.-3:30 p.m.; Wednesday 9:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Friday 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon 

Email: info@grace-covenant.org    Website: www.grace-covenant.org    
Radio: WLES 590 AM & 97.7 FM • Live Streaming www.truthnetwork.com (Click “Listen Live,” then “Richmond, Virginia”) 

 
Pastor: Bobby Hulme-Lippert     Child Development Center Director: Nicole Flournoy 
Associate Pastor for Christian Education: Christopher Tweel  Administrative Support: Martha Rubin 
Director of Music and Organist: Christopher Martin   Office Manager: Meredith Bond    
Parish Associate for Outreach & Adult Discipleship: Nelson Reveley   

Sunday Morning Openers 

February 26 - Cal Gray 

March 5 - Kent Cardwell 

March 12 - Brian Baird  

March 19 - Pete Sizemore 

Our worship service is broadcast live from 11:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon on WLES 590 AM and 
97.7 FM and is streamed live on www.truthnetwork.com (press “Listen Live,” then select 
“Richmond”).   
 
For podcasts, go to www.grace-covenant.org, click on “Worship,” then the pull-down “Sermons 
Online” and select the Full Service, Sunday Sermons, or Special Performances you wish to 
hear. The podcasts are uploaded within an hour of  the end-of-broadcast. 
   
For Audio CDs, leave a note to the Radio Room in the Glass Office or call the main church office 
359-2463. There is no charge for this service, but any contributions to “The Radio Fund” are 
greatly appreciated and will help to assure the continuation of  this ministry. 

Fellowship Hour 

February 26 - Elizabeth Russell 

March 5 - RoseMarie and Walter Bundy 

March 12 - Joy and John Nevin 

March 19 - Mary Gray 

mailto:info@grace-covenant.org
http://www.grace-covenant.org
http://www.truthnetwork.com
http://www.truthnetwork.com/
http://www.grace-covenant.org/

