
GRACE COVENANT 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Awakening a Love for Christ in the Heart of  Richmond   

                                                                             

February 12, 2017 The Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 10:55 a.m. 
 
   Please fill out the communication card and place it in the offering plate during the offertory. 

†Please stand for these parts of  the service. 
 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
PRELUDE 
  Scherzo (Five Short Pieces, 1929)  Percy Whitlock, 1903-1946 
 
 
 

WE GATHER TO GLORIFY GOD 

 
†CALL TO WORSHIP (IN UNISON)                    Christopher Tweel 
              
 
 We gather in your presence, King of  the universe, to acclaim your great salvation. 
 You have done marvelous things. 
 You rescue your people from death and from sin. 
 Through the work of  your Son, Jesus Christ, and the work 
 of  your disciples on earth, you save your children from the lion's mouth. 
 Send forth your Spirit. 
 Renew the face of  the earth. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



†HYMN 276 (Blue Hymnal) 
 Great Is Thy Faithfulness Faithfulness 
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†PRAYER OF CONFESSION (IN UNISON)  Christopher Tweel 
        
 Holy God, we groan at our weakness and we ask forgiveness. Your Word is so clear, 
 and your grace is so good. But we close our ears to your call, and with our perverse 
 pride we foul the gifts you have given us. We mistreat those we love, and build walls 
 against the people that you love. We are controlled by our fear instead of  your love, 
 and yet you invite us again and again to live renewed lives. 
 So we turn again to the cross, to the empty cross, to our interceding Lord Jesus 
 Christ, and to the gracious gift of  your Spirit. Amen. 
 

†ASSURANCE OF PARDON    
 
†GLORIA PATRI 579 (Blue Hymnal)  Greatorex 
 
JUNIOR CHOIR 
  All Things Bright and Beautiful  arr. Mark Patterson, b. 1969 
   
   

At this time, children 6 years old and younger are invited to come to the front of the sanctuary with Rev. Christopher Tweel who will  
lead worship with them in the chapel. They will be in "Children's Chapel" for the remainder of the morning  

and will be in Room 102 for pickup.  
 

WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

  
GOSPEL READING Matthew 28:16-20  Holy Bible, p. 911 
 
EPISTLE READING Acts 9:10-18  Holy Bible, pp. 1002-1003 
 

SERMON       “The Conversion of  the Church” Bobby Hulme-Lippert 



RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
 

 

†HYMN 303 (Red Hymnal)  
 Be Thou My Vision Slane 
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†APOSTLES’ CREED (IN UNISON)                             Bobby Hulme-Lippert 
                    
   

 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of  heaven and earth,  
 And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
 born of  the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and  
  buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he  
 ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of  God the Father Almighty;     
 from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  
 I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of  saints;  
 the forgiveness of  sins; the resurrection of  the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  

 Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts,  
 as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
 and the glory, for ever. Amen.  
 

WE GIVE THANKS TO GOD 
  
PRESENTATION OF TITHES, OFFERINGS, AND GIFTS     
 

ANTHEM 

         He Leadeth Me Benjamin Wegner 

 
 He leadeth me, O blessed thought, O words with heav’nly comfort fraught! 
 Whate’er I do, where’re I be, still ’tis God’s hand that leadeth me. 
 
 Sometimes mid scenes of  deepest gloom, sometimes where Eden’s bowers bloom, 
 by waters calm, o’er troubled sea, still ’tis God’s hand that leadeth me. 
 
 He leadeth me, he leadeth me, by his own hand he leadeth me. 
 His faithful foll’wer I would be, for by his hand he leadeth me. 
 
 Lord, I would clasp thy hand in mine, nor ever murmur nor repine; 
 content whatever lot I see, since ’tis my God that leadeth me. 
 
 And when my task on earth is done, when by thy grace the vict’ry’s won, 
 e’en death’s cold wave I will not flee, since God through Jordan leadeth me. 
  
          — Joseph H. Gilmore, 1862 

 



†DOXOLOGY Old Hundredth    
  
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
 Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  
 
†PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

     

WE GO FORTH TO LOVE AND SERVE 
 
 
†HYMN 361 (Blue Hymnal; hymn reprinted on next page) 
 How Firm a Foundation Foundation 
 
 
†BENEDICTION AND CHORAL RESPONSE 
 Threefold Amen McNeil Robinson 
  
 
†POSTLUDE    
  Toccata for Organ  John Weaver, b. 1937 
 
 
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING  
      
 

Immediately following worship, all members are invited to stay for the Annual Congregational Meeting in the 
sanctuary. Afterward, all are invited to meet in the Social Room for a time of  fellowship and refreshments.  

During this time, sign ups for Unbinding your Heart groups will continue. 
 
 

The flowers are given to the glory of  God and in memory of  Lucy M. Harvie  
and Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Edwin Harvie by the Cardwell and Rosebro families.  
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WORSHIP NOTES 

Hearing Aids and Large-Print Hymnals are available from the ushers. 

As one body of  Christ, composed of  diverse individuals bound together by the Holy Spirit: 
 
We will share the Gospel in an intellectually rigorous manner that does not belittle doubt yet calls all to 
acknowledge their need for God’s grace offered through Jesus Christ. We will endeavor to fulfill Christ’s 
commandment to go and make disciples of  all nations. 

 - from our 2012 Vision Statement  

Music Notes 

 
Percy Whitlock (1903-1946) spent most of  his short life as an organist in various English provincial 
cities and composed nothing of  consequence except miniatures for the organ. The style of  Whitlock 
combines noble Elgarian melody and luxuriant Gershwinian harmony. A periodic hint of  folksong also 
emerges in Whitlock’s music, no doubt deriving ultimately from his youthful studies with Ralph Vaughan 
Williams. Whitlock’s Scherzo is a playful dance on the organ’s flute stops and could be described as neo-
Handelian hornpipe tune. 
 
Our Junior Choir sings an arrangement of  a familiar hymn, All Things Bright and Beautiful, which is 
arranged by Mark Patterson (b. 1969) who is the Director of  Music at Salisbury Presbyterian Church in 
Midlothian, Virginia. This well-known text was written by Cecil Frances Humphreys Alexander for the 
children of  her Sunday School class to teach them the various tenets of  the Apostles’ Creed.  
 
Benjamin Wegner is among many up-and-coming composers living and working in the Twin Cities. 
His recent anthem, He Leadeth Me, is a match of  familiar words with a beautiful, flowing new melody. 
The piece is simple, yet contains profound writing that is reflective and emotionally meaningful. 
 
John Weaver (b. 1937) served as Director of  Music at Madison Avenue Presbyterian Church in New 
York City (1970-2005), Head of  the Organ Department at the Curtis Institute of  Music in Philadelphia 
(1972-2003), and Chair of  the Organ Department at The Juilliard School (1987-2004). Weaver’s stunning 
Toccata for Organ surely puts the pedal technique of  the performer to the test. The piece begins with a 
triplet figure in the hands, which moves to the feet, ending with a joyful conclusion utilizing the full 
resources of  the organ. 
 

We are grateful to have you join in worship with us this morning. We are a historic Presbyterian 
church, having celebrated our centennial anniversary in 2015. God has been immensely faithful for 
over 100 years, and we are eager to step faithfully into the future God has for us! We continue for-
ward by walking in light of  our mission which was adopted in 2012: to train grateful disciples of  
Christ, by doing justice, loving mercy, and walking humbly with our God. May you be blessed 
through worship and fellowship this morning.  



    Sermon Notes 

In the space below, you are invited to take notes. This coming week in Sunday School (9:45 a.m.-10:30 a.m.) we will 
continue to study the Word heard today. If  you would like to have your notes or questions discussed, bring them to your 

class or email info@grace-covenant.org with your class name in the subject line. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

     General Announcements 

Called Congregational Meeting: The Session has called the Annual Congregational Meeting. It will 
take place immediately following the service of  worship today,  Sunday, February 12, 2017, for the pur-
pose of  presenting the 2017 budget and voting on the terms of  call for Rev. Hulme-Lippert and Rev. 
Tweel.  
 
Seeking Friday Morning Volunteers: Are you looking for a way to volunteer in the church? If  so, we 
might have just the opportunity for you. We are looking for a handful of  volunteers to work on a rotat-
ing basis on Friday mornings between 10:00 a.m. and noon to help stuff  and distribute the bulletins for 
the upcoming Sunday service. If  you have any questions or to express interest, please contact the Of-
fice Manager, Meredith Bond, at meredith@grace-covenant.org.  
 
Unbinding your Heart Small Groups: Unbinding your Heart: 40 Days of  Prayer and Faith Sharing by 
Martha Grace Reese is a book that helps congregations become better equipped for the work of  evan-
gelism. Starting the week of  February 26, we will be offering six-week long small groups focused on 
studying this book. Sign-ups continue to take place in the Social Room every Sunday after wor-
ship. The Unbinding your Heart book will also be on sale in the Social Room. Copies are $11 apiece, and 
you can pay with cash, check, or credit card.  
 
Reformation Trip to Scotland (October 18-27, 2017): Follow in the footsteps of  John Knox as we 
celebrate the 500 Anniversary of  the Protestant Reformation. Travel throughout Scotland, including: 

WELCOME TO GRACE COVENANT 

https://www.amazon.com/Unbinding-Your-Heart-Prayer-Sharing/dp/0827238053/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1484682592&sr=8-1&keywords=unbinding+your+heart


Glasgow, Loch Lomond, the Isles of  Mull and Iona, Stonehaven, St. Andrew’s, and Stirling. For more 
information, please contact Rev. Janet Winslow of  Bon Air Presbyterian Church at  
pastorjanet@verizon.net.  
 
Healing Spiritual Wounds (February 20 at 7:00 p.m.): Having grown up in an evangelical tradition 
which left its share of  wounds, Carol Howard Merritt reflects on the capability of  the church to inflict 
harm or provide healing, isolation or inclusion. Come and hear Carol Howard Merritt at the Early Cen-
ter at Union Seminary, Richmond, VA, on Monday, February 20, 2017, at 7:00 p.m. The event is open to 
the public, with church leaders, those hurt by the church, and those yearning to make the church a safe 
place invited to attend.  
 

Mission and Justice 

 
Lend Your Talents to Jobs for Life: STEP Jobs for Life (JfL) uses a biblically-based curriculum to 
help adult students from Gilpin Court improve their capacities to apply for and thrive 
in employment. JfL students are committed to improving their lives - and need your help! The program 
will run in the Fellowship Hall on Thursdays 6:00-8:30 p.m., March-May. We seek volunteers 
for the following roles: mentoring, childcare, business relations and instructors, and dinners. Interest-
ed? Contact Jess or Nelson Reveley (reveley@grace-covenant.org; 387-8094). 
 
Shalom Farms: Starting up again in April, join us the second Saturday of  the month 
at Shalom Farms - a local food access and community development ministry (www.shalomfarms.org) - 
as we help ensure everyone in our city has access to God's bounteous gift of  nutritious produce. This 
year we will be at the new rural location just off  route 288 at 2676 Venita Road, Midlothian, VA 23113. 
Please RSVP to Nelson Reveley at nmr2uf@virginia.edu or  (804) 387-8094. Upcoming dates will be: April 
8, May 13, June 10, July 8, August 12, September 9, and October 14. 

 
 

Christian Education and Discipleship 
The nursery crib room and Sunday School are available for children ages 2 and up. 

Sunday School is held every Sunday from 9:45-10:30 a.m.  

 
Nursery Class (~0-2), Room 103: Frolic is a new trial experience for us. In the past, our youngest 
Presbyterians have relied on the loving care of  our caregivers to show them the love of  Christ. And, 
week to week, they do a spectacular job. This winter we will be experimenting with a new curriculum to 
help lend some guidance and provide new material into what the caregivers are naturally doing. We’re 
excited to bring this to our Nursery! 
 
Pre-K (~2/3-6), Room 102: Spark is Bible-centered programming at its best. Kids of  all ages interact 
with the Bible in every lesson. With hands-on activities such as interactive games and creative crafts—
Spark makes learning exciting. Lessons in five age brackets allow us to meet the needs of  a wide age 
range with one curriculum.  
 
Elementary, Room 209: Holy Moly follows the arc of  the biblical narrative. Kids of  all ages interact 
with the Bible in every lesson. Animated videos of  the Bible stories don’t use narration. Instead, visuals 
and sound effects give kids the opportunity to retell the story in their own words. Holy Moly printed re-

http://www.shalomfarms.org/
mailto:nmr2uf@virginia.edu
tel:/%28804%29%20387-8094


sources are available—making it equally engaging for younger and older kids. After class, kids walk away 
retelling the stories they’ve learned and take home completed activities to share with their family.  
 
Student Mentoring Class, Room 301: This winter, Pastor Christopher will be working closely with 
our students on a teen-led project. Come up to the third floor loft at 9:45 every Sunday morning to join 
in and contribute. We need your student leadership in our church family, and our community! Let's see 
what God has in store for us. 
 
Adult Sunday School Options: 
Sunday school lessons will be based on the previous week’s Scripture-and-sermon each Sunday this win-
ter and spring (excepting the six weeks where we do the Unbinding your Heart series, Feb. 26-Apr. 2).  
 
Good Books, Third Floor (Room 303) - Everett Reveley will be teaching. 
The Forum of  Grace Class, Second Floor (Room 212) - Rev. Nelson Reveley will be teaching. 
The Vanguard Class, Basement (Room B4) - Nate McKinnon will be teaching. 
 
Weaving and Shining: A Sermon Series on Evangelism: The series goes through Sunday, February 
19! Each sermon in this series will be focused on a different aspect of  evangelism as we listen for how 
God is calling us as a community to grow deeper in this focus. A primary thesis of  this series is that the 
more deeply and authentically the lives of  church members are woven together in fellowship, Scripture, 
and prayer the more fully we shine with the light of  Christ and share the goodness and love of  Jesus we 
have come to know.   

Wednesday Night Supper  
Save yourself the midweek hassle of cooking dinner and come join us Wednesday nights at 6:00 p.m. for a 
time of growth in fellowship and faith! Every night we'll have arts and crafts for the kids, timely announce-
ments, worship preparation cards for the coming Sunday, and either faith-infused live music, a trivia night, or 
an excellent speaker! $7 per person, $5 for seniors (over 65), and $15 max per family.  

 

This week’s program: Prior to dinner and starting promptly at 6:00 p.m., the Carol Choir will sing. After 

dinner,  Diane Davis will give a presentation that examines many of the significant contributions of four Afri-

can Americans:  Arthur Ashe, Charles Thadeus Russell, Oliver Hill, and Spotswood Robinson III.  They left 

incredible and monumental historic contributions for not only equality of local African Americans, but a na-

tionwide call for justice and equality. 

 
This week’s menu: 

Snack: Cheese and Crackers 
Salad: Bacon and Blue Cheese Salad 
Entrée: Garlic Shrimp and Pasta 
Dessert: Chocolate Cake 
 
February 22, 2017  Entering a Season of Peace (Adria Schaff, Director  
     of Richmond Peace and Education Center)  



CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER 
Lord, hear our prayer for...   

Marjorie and Ed Adams; George and Anne Norris; Elizabeth Russell’s nephew, Bryan 
Russell, who is a marine and is being deployed to Afghanistan in April; the family and friends of  
Charles “Edward” Richardson, III, Elizabeth Ramsey, and Frieda Jane Mack as they 
mourn their passing; Nancy States in her recovery from shoulder surgery; Jack Corley’s 
daughter, Suzanne Corley; Rosie Turner; Ann Pais’ daughter-in-law, Jane Pais, with cancer; 
Susan Farrell’s father, Jim, facing health issues;  Cynthia Holmes’ mother, Constance 
Lockman; George Turner; Dr. Carl and Mrs. Jo McMillin; Steve Cobb and his family; Carol 
Ann Moorhead-George, daughter of  Logan R. Moorhead, who is fighting Lyme Disease; 
Stuart Chapman, David Russell, and all who are serving in our nation’s Armed Forces. 
 

1627 Monument Avenue • Richmond, Virginia 23220 • 804-359-2463 
Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 9:00 a.m.-3:30 p.m.; Wednesday 9:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Friday 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon 

Email: info@grace-covenant.org    Website: www.grace-covenant.org    
Radio: WLES 590 AM & 97.7 FM • Live Streaming www.truthnetwork.com (Click “Listen Live,” then “Richmond, Virginia”) 

 
Pastor: Bobby Hulme-Lippert     Child Development Center Director: Nicole Flournoy 
Associate Pastor for Christian Education: Christopher Tweel  Administrative Support: Martha Rubin 
Director of Music and Organist: Christopher Martin   Office Manager: Meredith Bond    
Parish Associate for Outreach & Adult Discipleship: Nelson Reveley   

Sunday Morning Openers 

February 12 - Rob Rosebro 

February 19 - Hank Downing  

February 26 - Cal Gray 

March 5 - Kent Cardwell 

Our worship service is broadcast live from 11:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon on WLES 590 AM and 
97.7 FM and is streamed live on www.truthnetwork.com (press “Listen Live,” then select 
“Richmond”).   
 
For podcasts, go to www.grace-covenant.org, click on “Worship,” then the pull-down “Sermons 
Online” and select the Full Service, Sunday Sermons, or Special Performances you wish to 
hear. The podcasts are uploaded within an hour of  the end-of-broadcast. 
   
For Audio CDs, leave a note to the Radio Room in the Glass Office or call the main church office 
359-2463. There is no charge for this service, but any contributions to “The Radio Fund” are 
greatly appreciated and will help to assure the continuation of  this ministry. 

Fellowship Hour 

February 12 - Cheryl and James Atchison 

February 19 - Katherine and Brian Baird  

February 26 - Elizabeth Russell 

March 5 - RoseMarie and Walter Bundy 
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