
GRACE COVENANT 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Awakening a Love for Christ in the Heart of  Richmond   

                                                                             

January 8, 2017 Baptism of  the Lord 10:55 a.m. 
 
   Please fill out the communication card and place it in the offering plate during the offertory. 

†Please stand for these parts of  the service. 
 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE 
  Andante sostenuto (Symphonie gothique)  Charles-Marie Widor, 1844-1937 
 

 
 

WE GATHER TO GLORIFY GOD 

 
†CALL TO WORSHIP                  Christopher Tweel 
 
 One: We are dead and unaware of  when our death occurred. 
 All:   Holy God, breathe new life into us that we might live. 
 One: We need your resurrection power to fall in our lives today. 
 All:   Breathe new life into our lives, 
  Breathe new life into our homes, 
  Breathe new life into our neighborhoods, 
  Breathe new life into our relationships, 
  Breathe new life into our church. 
 One: We, like Ezekiel, Mary, and Martha, trust in your power to breathe new life  
  into our dry bones and dead situations. 
 All:    We stand waiting for your life-giving spirit to fall upon us so that we  
  might be revived, restored, and renewed; so that we might live   
  resurrected lives with newness and vitality in new and  
  transformative ways. 
  
 
 
 



†HYMN 129 (Blue Hymnal) 
 Come, O Spirit, Dwell Among Us Ebenezer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-715262. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
†PRAYER OF CONFESSION (IN UNISON)  Christopher Tweel 

  
Gracious God,  
We thank you for making one human family  
and ask that you continue to enrich our lives by ever-widening circles of  fellowship 
and show us your presence in those who differ most from us.  
Free us from the bondage of  wrongness that denies the humanity of  every human being 
and the prejudices within us that deny the dignity of  those who are oppressed.  
Free us from our action and inaction that helps blind oppressors to the destruction  
caused by the spirit and practice of  injustice. 
Forgive those of  us who have been silent and apathetic in the face of  intolerance and bigotry, 
both overt and subtle, public and private.  
Take away the arrogance and hatred that infects our hearts.  
Break down the walls that separate us.  
Weave us together in unity that is the fruit of  righteousness 
and will enable us to become your beloved community and shine as we were meant to shine. 
Amen.  

 
 
†ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 
†GLORIA PATRI 579 (Blue Hymnal)  Greatorex 
   
  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
  world without end. Amen, Amen. 

 
 

At this time, children 6 years old and younger are invited to come to the front of the sanctuary with Reverend Christopher Tweel.  
Rev. Tweel will lead worship with the children in the chapel. They will be in "Children's Chapel" for the remainder of the morning  

and will be in Room 102 for pickup.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Bobby Hulme-Lippert 
  
OLD TESTAMENT READING Ezekiel 37:1-14  Holy Bible, p. 791 
 
NEW TESTAMENT READING John 3:5-8  Holy Bible, p. 970 
   

SERMON “The Breath of  Life” Bobby Hulme-Lippert 

 

RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
 

 

 
†HYMN 316 (Blue Hymnal)  
 Breathe on Me, Breath of  God Trentham 

 
 
 

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-715262. 



†APOSTLES’ CREED (IN UNISON)                              Bobby Hulme-Lippert 
 

 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of  heaven and earth,  
 And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
 born of  the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and  
  buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he  
 ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of  God the Father Almighty;     
 from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  
 I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of  saints;  
 the forgiveness of  sins; the resurrection of  the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts,  
 as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
 and the glory, for ever. Amen.  
 

 

WE GIVE THANKS TO GOD 
  
PRESENTATION OF TITHES, OFFERINGS, AND GIFTS     
 

ANTHEM 

         Stay with Us Egil Hovland, 1924-2013 
 
 Stay with us, Lord Jesus, stay with us.  
 Stay with us, it soon is evening, and night is falling. 
 Jesus Christ, the world’s true light!  
 Shine so the darkness cannot overcome it! 
 Stay with us, Lord Jesus, it soon is evening.  
 Stay with us, Lord Jesus, for night is falling. 
 Let your light pierce the darkness  
 and fill your church with its glory. 
 
 Words: Luke 24:29; Phos hilaron, 3rd century, tr. Gracia Grindal. 
   
 
 

†DOXOLOGY Old Hundredth    
  
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
 Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  
 



 
†PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

     
 

WE GO FORTH TO LOVE AND SERVE 
 
 
†HYMN 390 (Red Hymnal; hymn reprinted on next page) 
 Open My Eyes, that I May See Open My Eyes 
 
 
†BENEDICTION AND CHORAL RESPONSE 
 Sevenfold Amen Sir John Stainer 
  
 
†POSTLUDE    
  The Rejoicing (Suite in G)  Charles Callahan, b. 1951 
      
 

Please join us in the Social Room afterward for refreshments and fellowship. 

 
The flowers are given to the glory of  God and in loving memory of  my parents,  
David and Ivy Chen, Chun Hua Li and all of  my loved ones, by Vivien Chen.  

 
 



Music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-715262. 



WORSHIP NOTES 

Hearing Aids and Large-Print Hymnals are available from the ushers. 

As one body of  Christ, composed of  diverse individuals bound together by the Holy Spirit: 
 
We will worship God in a way that not only proclaims God’s glory and identifies His presence in our 
lives, but also calls us to repent of  our sins and kindles due thanks and awe for our creator, sustainer, 
and redeemer. 

 - from our 2012 Vision Statement  

 
Music Notes 

 
French Romantic composer Charles-Marie Widor (1844-1937) was the organist of  Saint Sulpice, Paris, 
for 63 years (1870-1933). Widor’s compositional style was greatly influenced by the symphonic organs of  
his day. Widor adopted the multi-movement plan of  the orchestral symphony, translated it to the organ, 
and established the organ symphony as a genre. His ten organ symphonies number among the most 
famous works of  French symphonic organ music at the end of  the nineteenth century. Today’s prelude, 
the second movement of  his Symphonie gothique, is one of  Widor’s most beloved pieces. 
 
Egil Hovland (1924-2013) was one of  Norway's most productive contemporary composers, and also, 
perhaps, the one whose works are most frequently performed.  Hovland took a very active part in the 
updating of  the liturgical books of  the Church of  Norway, and he also contributed as a composer to the 
standard collections of  congregational hymns, choral works and organ accompaniments used by that 
Church. Hovland’s inspirational Stay with Us has been sung at Grace Covenant’s annual Candlelight 
service for the past several years. The serene music compliments the inspirational and reassuring text of  
Luke 24:29 and the Phos hilaron, the earliest known Christian hymn recorded outside of  the Bible that is 
still in use today. 
 
Charles Callahan (b. 1951) is one of  America’s leading organist-composers. Today’s postlude is the 
final movement from Callahan’s Suite in G. The work includes four movements, each full of  variety and 
solemnity, that could be performed independently or as a suite. 

We are grateful to have you join in worship with us this morning. We are a historic Presbyterian 
church, having celebrated our centennial anniversary in 2015. God has been immensely faithful for 
over 100 years, and we are eager to step faithfully into the future God has for us! We continue for-
ward by walking in light of  our mission which was adopted in 2012: to train grateful disciples of  
Christ, by doing justice, loving mercy, and walking humbly with our God. May you be blessed 
through worship and fellowship this morning.  



    Sermon Notes 

In the space below, you are invited to take notes. This coming week in Sunday School (9:45 a.m.-10:30 a.m.) we will 
continue to study the Word heard today. If  you would like to have your notes or questions discussed, bring them to your 
class or email info@grace-covenant.org with your class name in the subject line. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

     General Announcements 

Noori Family Reception Next Sunday! Please join the congregation and the Noori Family as we 
mark the anniversary of  their first year in the United States and celebrate our year of  friendship!  Over 
the past year, we have been blessed to get to know Amin (father), Amena (mother), Zia, Nasrin, 
Masooma, and Ramin. Next Sunday, January 15, we will gather in the Fellowship Hall after worship for 
a Potluck Lunch, including an Afghani dish prepared by Amena and Nasrin.  All are welcome! Potluck 
contributions are encouraged!  In the spirit of  hospitality, we are striving to be pork-free hosts.  Ques-
tions? Contact Jessica Reveley at jabreveley@gmail.com or 908-433-1532. 
 
New Officer Ordination and Installation: On January 15, 2017, during the worship service, new of-
ficers will be ordained and/or installed. This is a correction from the January Grace Notes calendar that 
indicated this would take place on January 22. The correct date is January 15. 
 
Elevator Maintenance: The elevator is experiencing some issues and repair will be forthcoming. If  
you are able, please take the stairs. Thank you from the GCPC Property Committee.  
 
Memorial Service for Elizabeth Ramsey: The service will take place in the sanctuary at Grace Cove-
nant on Saturday, January 14, at 10:00 a.m. A reception will follow in the Social Room. All are invited 
to attend. 

 

WELCOME TO GRACE COVENANT 



Presbyterian Women Circle Meetings: The PW Circles will be meeting on January 10. Circle 1 will 
meet at 7:00 p.m. at Laura Leigh Savage’s home. Circle 2 will meet at 11:00 a.m. in the Vanguard Room, 
and Circle 3 will meet at 9:30 a.m. in the Social Room. See you there! 
 
Church Office Closed January 16: The church office will be closed on Monday, January 16, for Martin 
Luther King, Jr., Day.  The office will re-open on Tuesday, January 17.  
 
The Fellowship Committee Is Looking for Volunteers: The Fellowship Committee is looking for 
volunteers to help host the get together in the Social Room each Sunday after worship. We are especially 
interested in any new members or others who haven’t previously helped with this ministry.  It’s easy duty 
and a great way to meet folks. If  you have helped with this effort in the past, thanks, and I hope you will 
help again in 2017. Contact Kent Cardwell, 477-5630, kentcardwell@taylorlongproperties.com.  
 
 

Mission and Justice 

 
Enhancing Public Transportation—Draft Plan Is Here: For the first time in over 50 years, there are 
major changes coming to Richmond City's bus system! These changes will make the entire system more 
efficient and useful, making Richmond a more accessible and mutually prosperous community. The Spir-
it is moving! But we need your input. Whether you're a regular rider or would like to be able to use pub-
lic transit more, the Missions Committee encourages you to go hear about the plan and give feedback at 
one of  the following meetings: 12:00 noon on Wednesday, January 18, at the Main Public Library Audi-
torium (101 E. Franklin St.) or 6:00 p.m. on Thursday, January 19, at the VCU Sports Medicine Building 
(1300 W. Broad St.). To find more information about the Richmond Transit Network Plan, please 
see richmondtransitnetwork.com or contact Nelson Reveley reveley@grace-covenant.org. 
 

Christian Education and Discipleship 
The nursery crib room and Sunday School are available for children ages 2 and up. 

Sunday School is held every Sunday from 9:45-10:30 a.m.  

 
Nursery Class (~0-2), Room 103: Frolic is a new trial experience for us. In the past, our youngest 
Presbyterians have relied on the loving care of  our caregivers to show them the love of  Christ. And, 
week to week, they do a spectacular job. This winter we will be experimenting with a new curriculum to 
help lend some guidance and provide new material into what the caregivers are naturally doing. We’re 
excited to bring this to our Nursery! 
 
Pre-K (~2/3-6), Room 102: Spark is Bible-centered programming at its best. Kids of  all ages interact 
with the Bible in every lesson. With hands-on activities such as interactive games and creative crafts—
Spark makes learning exciting. Lessons in five age brackets allow us to meet the needs of  a wide age 
range with one curriculum.  
 
Elementary, Room 209: Holy Moly follows the arc of  the biblical narrative. Kids of  all ages interact 
with the Bible in every lesson. Animated videos of  the Bible stories don’t use narration. Instead, visuals 
and sound effects give kids the opportunity to retell the story in their own words. Holy Moly printed re-
sources are available—making it equally engaging for younger and older kids. After class, kids walk away 
retelling the stories they’ve learned and take home completed activities to share with their family.  



Student Mentoring Class, Room 301: This fall and winter, Pastor Christopher will be working closely 
with our students on a teen-led project. Come up to the loft at 9:45 every Sunday morning to join in 
and contribute. We need your student leadership in our church family, and our community! Let's see 
what God has in store for us. 
 
Adult Sunday School Options: 
Sunday school lessons will be based on the previous week’s Scripture-and-sermon each Sunday this win-
ter and spring (excepting the six weeks where we do the Unbinding Your Heart series, Feb. 26-Apr. 2).  
 
Good Books, Third Floor (Room 303) - Everett Reveley will be teaching. 
The Forum of  Grace Class, Second Floor (Room 212) - Rev. Nelson Reveley will be teaching. 
The Vanguard Class, Basement (Room B4) - Nate McKinnon will be teaching. 
 
Weaving and Shining: A Sermon Series on Evangelism: The series begins this week and goes 
through Sunday, February 19! Each sermon in this series will be focused on a different aspect of  evan-
gelism as we listen for how God is calling us as a community to grow deeper in this focus. A primary 
thesis of  this series is that the more deeply and authentically the lives of  church members are woven 
together in fellowship, Scripture, and prayer the more fully we shine with the light of  Christ and share 
the goodness and love of  Jesus we have come to know.  Below is the Scripture and sermon title for the 
next two sermons in the series: 
 
January 15: Matthew 28:16-20, “What to Do with Doubt?” 
January 22: John 6:1-14, “A Few Words in the Right Direction Go a Long Way” 

Wednesday Night Supper  
Save yourself the midweek hassle of cooking dinner and come join us Wednesday nights at 6:00 p.m. for a 
time of growth in fellowship and faith! Every night we'll have arts and crafts for the kids, timely announce-
ments, worship preparation cards for the coming Sunday, and either faith-infused live music, a trivia night, or 
an excellent speaker! $7 per person, $5 for seniors (over 65), and $15 max per family. Wednesday Night 
Suppers will resume on January 11, 2017. We look forward to seeing you there! 

 

January 11, 2017   Bible Trivia Night 

January 18, 2017  Red Cross Disaster Relief (Steve Kemp) 

January 25, 2017  Intergenerational Play 

February 1, 2017  Intergenerational - Healthy Motions 

February 8, 2017  African American Heritage (Diane Davis) 

February 15, 2017   African American Heritage (Diane Davis) 

February 22, 2017  Entering a Season of Peace  
    (Adria Schaff, Director of Richmond Peace and Education Center) 

    See Grace Notes for the remaining schedule of WNS programs. 



CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER 
Lord, hear our prayer for...   

The family and friends of  Charles “Edward” Richardson, III, Elizabeth Ramsey, and 
Frieda Jane Mack as they mourn their passing; Nancy States in her recovery from shoulder 
surgery; John Nevin as he recovers from back surgery; Jack Corley’s daughter, Suzanne 
Corley; Rosie Turner; Ann Pais’ daughter-in-law, Jane Pais, with cancer; Susan Farrell’s 
father, Jim, facing health issues;  Cynthia Holmes’ mother, Constance Lockman; the 
Holmes family after the recent passing of  Cynthia’s grandmother; George Turner; Dr. 
Carl and Mrs. Jo McMillin; Steve Cobb and his family; Carol Ann Moorhead-George, 
daughter of  Logan R. Moorhead, who is fighting Lyme Disease; Stuart Chapman, David 
Russell, and all who are serving in our nation’s Armed Forces. 

 

1627 Monument Avenue • Richmond, Virginia 23220 • 804-359-2463 
Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 9:00 a.m.-3:30 p.m.; Wednesday 9:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Friday 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon 

Email: info@grace-covenant.org    Website: www.grace-covenant.org    
Radio: WLES 590 AM & 97.7 FM • Live Streaming www.truthnetwork.com (Click “Listen Live,” then “Richmond, Virginia”) 

 
Pastor: Bobby Hulme-Lippert     Child Development Center Director: Nicole Flournoy 
Associate Pastor for Christian Education: Christopher Tweel  Administrative Support: Martha Rubin 
Director of Music and Organist: Christopher Martin   Office Manager: Meredith Bond    
Parish Associate for Outreach & Adult Discipleship: Nelson Reveley   

Sunday Morning Openers 

January 8 - Brian Baird  

January 15 - Jake Savage 

January 22 - Cal Gray 

Our worship service is broadcast live from 11:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon on WLES 590 AM and 
97.7 FM and is streamed live on www.truthnetwork.com (press “Listen Live,” then select 
“Richmond”).   
 
For podcasts, go to www.grace-covenant.org, click on “Worship,” then the pull-down “Sermons 
Online” and select the Full Service, Sunday Sermons, or Special Performances you wish to 
hear. The podcasts are uploaded within an hour of  the end-of-broadcast. 
   
For Audio CDs, leave a note to the Radio Room in the Glass Office or call the main church office 
359-2463. There is no charge for this service, but any contributions to “The Radio Fund” are 
greatly appreciated and will help to assure the continuation of  this ministry. 

Fellowship Hour 

January 8 - Sallie Leys  

Please see Kent Cardwell if  you are interested in 
volunteering to help by hosting Fellowship Hour. 
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