
GRACE COVENANT 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Awakening a Love for Christ in the Heart of  Richmond   

                                                                             

December 25, 2016  Christmas Day 10:00 a.m. 
 
      

Please fill out the communication card and place it in the offering plate during the offertory. 

†Please stand for these parts of  the service. 
 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
PRELUDE 
  Quia respexit (For He Hath Regarded) from “Magnificat” Johann Sebastian Bach 
  Christine Anderson, violin  1685-1750 

 
 
 

WE GATHER TO GLORIFY GOD 

 
†CALL TO WORSHIP                      Christopher Tweel  
 

 One: All God’s people— 
 All:   Boys and girls, women, men: 
 One: Come and worship! 
  Shepherds, Magi, saints, and angels: 
 All:   Come and worship!  
 One: All who need the Savior,  
  all who long for comfort: 
 All:   Come and worship,  
  come and worship Christ, the newborn King! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  ] 



†HYMN 41 (Blue Hymnal) 
 O Come, All Ye Faithful Adeste Fideles 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Music reprinted 



†PRAYER OF CONFESSION (IN UNISON)   

  
 One: Generous God, 
 you give us the greatest gift of  all, yourself, 
 but often we find it hard to take notice; 
 we are caught up with our own gifts, given and received. 
 All: Forgive us, generous God, 
 for the casual way we treat your gift of  love. 
 Cast out our sin and enter in, 
 be born in us today. Amen. 
 
 
†ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 
 
†GLORIA PATRI 579 (Blue Hymnal)  Greatorex 
   
  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
  world without end. Amen, Amen. 

 
 
 
 

WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
 

  
EPISTLE READING Colossians 3:12-17 Holy Bible, p. 1076 
 
 Leader: The Word of  the Lord. 
 All: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL READING Luke 2:15-20  Holy Bible, p. 935 
  

 Leader: The Word of  the Lord. 
 All: Thanks be to God. 
 
SERMON “New Clothes” Bobby Hulme-Lippert 

 

 
Music reprinted 



RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
 

 

†HYMN 158 (Red Hymnal)  
 Angels We Have Heard on High Gloria 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-715262. 



† THE HEIDELBERG CATECHISM, Q&A 35 AND 36                  
 

 One: What does it mean that he 
 “was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
 and born of  the virgin Mary”? 
  
 All: That the eternal Son of  God,  
 who is and remains true and eternal God,  
 took to himself, 
 through the working of  the Holy Spirit, 
 from the flesh and blood of  the virgin Mary, 
 a truly human nature 
 so that he might also become David’s true descendant, 
 like his brothers and sisters in every way 
 except for sin. 
  
 One: How does the holy conception and birth of  Christ 
 benefit you? 
  
 All: He is our mediator and,  
 in God’s sight,  
 he covers with his innocence 
 and perfect holiness  
 my sinfulness in which I was conceived. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  

 Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts,  
 as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
 and the glory, for ever. Amen.  
     
 

 
 
 
 
 



WE GIVE THANKS TO GOD 
  
PRESENTATION OF TITHES, OFFERINGS, AND GIFTS     
 

VOLUNTARY 

         Christmas Medley Arranged by Gary Lanier 
 Christine Anderson, violin 

 

 

†DOXOLOGY Old Hundredth    
  
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
 Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  
 
 
†PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

  
 

WE GO FORTH TO LOVE AND SERVE 
 
†HYMN 40 (Blue Hymnal; hymn reprinted on next page) 
 Joy to the World! Antioch 
 
 
†BENEDICTION  
  
 
†POSTLUDE    
  How Lovely Shines the Morning Star  Paul Manz, 1919-2009 
      
 

Please join us in the Social Room afterward for refreshments and fellowship. 

 

The poinsettias and greens are given to the Glory of  God  
and in memory and honor of  loved ones 
 by various members of  the congregation. 

 
 
 



Music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-715262. 



WORSHIP NOTES 

Hearing Aids and Large-Print Hymnals are available from the ushers. 

As one body of  Christ, composed of  diverse individuals bound together by the Holy Spirit: 
 
We will do justice and love mercy in service to the Lord. We will resist the temptation to indulge in 
excessive security or abundance for ourselves and instead humbly go out into the world to live lives of  
abundant generosity to others, especially those in need. We will be doers of  the word, as faith apart from 
works is dead. 

 - from our 2012 Vision Statement  

 
 

We are grateful to have you join in worship with us this morning. We are a historic Presbyterian 
church, having celebrated our centennial anniversary in 2015. God has been immensely faithful for 
over 100 years, and we are eager to step faithfully into the future God has for us! We continue for-
ward by walking in light of  our mission which was adopted in 2012: to train grateful disciples of  
Christ, by doing justice, loving mercy, and walking humbly with our God. May you be blessed 
through worship and fellowship this morning.  



 
Poinsettia Pickup: Following the Christmas morning service, if  you ordered one of  the poinsettias 
decorating the church, please pick one up and take it home with you. Thank you. 
 
Today’s Fellowship Hour: The fellowship coffee/cocoa bar is a gift from Leah and Jeff  Donham in 
celebration of  their marriage at Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church on December 17. 

 
Elevator Maintenance: The elevator is experiencing some issues and repair will be forthcoming. If  
you are able, please take the stairs. Thank you from the GCPC Property Committee.  
 
Church Office Closed Week After Christmas: The church office will be closed from Monday, De-
cember 26, to Friday, December 30. It will also be closed on Monday, January 2. The office will re-open 
on Tuesday, January 3. Traditionally, the office has always been closed on the day following Christmas 
and the day following New Year’s Day. This year, the session voted to close the office four extra days.   
 
First Sunday of  the Month Prayer Group: Join the prayer team from 12:30-1:00 p.m. after worship 
on the first Sunday of  each month. The group meets in the chapel and prays over the church, our city, 
our nation, and the world. The next meeting is January 1.  
 
Wednesday Night Suppers: This weekly time of  a meal and fellowship has ended for 2016 and will 
resume on January 11, 2017. We look forward to seeing you there! 
 
Remaining Contributions for 2016: The end of  the year is near, too near. Please be sure any contri-
butions for  2016 are placed in the collection plate by December 25, OR postmarked by December 31, 
2016. Thank you from Martha Rubin. 
 
Memorial Service for Elizabeth Ramsey: The time and date for Liz Ramsey’s memorial service have 
been set. The service will take place in the sanctuary at Grace Covenant on Saturday, January 14, at 
10:00 a.m. A reception will follow in the Social Room. All are invited to attend. 
 

The Fellowship Committee Is Looking for Volunteers: The Fellowship Committee is looking for 
volunteers to help host the get together in the Social Room each Sunday after worship. We are especial-
ly interested in any new members or others who haven’t previously helped with this ministry.  It’s easy 
duty and a great way to meet folks. If  you have helped with this effort in the past, thanks, and I hope 
you will help again in 2017. Contact Kent Cardwell, 477-5630, kentcardwell@taylorlongproperties.com  
 
Annual Common Good RVA Conference: Common Good RVA is a post-partisan vision for Rich-
mond’s flourishing that finds concrete expression in everyday decisions for the common good. The an-
nual conference is Saturday, February 11, 2017 from 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. in the Early Center at Union 
Presbyterian Seminary (3401 Brook Road). This year’s conference is entitled “Women + Men: At Work 
for the Common Good,” and features Katelyn Beaty. Register online at http://tinyurl.com/
commongoodtickets. Cost is $12, and this includes a $5 voucher to be used for lunch at a local restau-
rant where post-conference conversation will continue. 
 

WELCOME TO GRACE COVENANT 

     General Announcements 



Mission and Justice 

The Fight Against Human Trafficking: The Richmond Justice Initiative (RJI) would like to invite all 
who are interested to join them on Saturday, January 14, from 9:00 a.m. to noon at the University of  
Richmond. This is a volunteer interest and training meeting for those who are interested in helping to 
fight against human trafficking. RJI has some exciting events to plan and some great opportunities to get 
plugged into, and they need passionate and willing people with various skills to lend a helping hand. For 
more information, see rvaji.com or www.prevention-project.org. If  you have any questions or to RSVP, 
please contact Marjorie Blanton, Volunteer Coordinator, at volunteer@rvaji.com.  

 
Christian Education and Discipleship 

The nursery crib room and Sunday School are available for children ages 2 and up. 
Sunday School is held every Sunday from 9:45-10:30 a.m.  

 
During the Sunday School hour in December, there will be a lot going on. As today is Christmas, there 
will not be Sunday School or childcare on this particular morning. Ushering in the New Year on January 
1, worship will occur at its regular time of  10:55 a.m., however, there will be no Sunday School. The first 
day of  Sunday School for 2017 will be January 8; to kick this off, a reception will be held in the Fellow-
ship Hall from 9:15 a.m.-9:45 a.m. 

 

 



Wednesday Night Supper  
Save yourself the midweek hassle of cooking dinner and come join us Wednesday nights at 6:00 p.m. for a 
time of growth in fellowship and faith! Every night we'll have arts and crafts for the kids, timely announce-
ments, worship preparation cards for the coming Sunday, and either faith-infused live music, a trivia night, or 
an excellent speaker! $7 per person, $5 for seniors (over 65), and $15 max per family. Wednesday Night 
Suppers will resume on January 11, 2017. We look forward to seeing you there! 

 

January 11, 2017   Bible Trivia Night 

January 18, 2017  Red Cross Disaster Relief (Steve Kemp) 

January 25, 2017  Intergenerational Play 

February 1, 2017  Intergenerational - Healthy Motions 

February 8, 2017  African American Heritage (Diane Davis) 

February 15, 2017   African American Heritage (Diane Davis) 

February 22, 2017  Entering a Season of Peace  

    (Adria Schaff, Director of Richmond Peace and Education Center) 

March 1, 2017  Worship 

March 8, 2017  Worship 

March 15, 2017  Worship  

March 22, 2017  Worship 

March 29, 2017  Worship 

April 5, 2017   Worship 

April 13, 2017   Maundy Thursday 

April 19, 2017   Bell Choir Concert 

April 26, 2017   Junior Choir Concert 

    See Grace Notes for May’s schedule of WNS programs 



CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER 
Lord, hear our prayer for...   

Nancy States in her recovery from shoulder surgery; John Nevin as he recovers from back 
surgery; Jack Corley’s daughter, Suzanne Corley; Rosie Turner; Ann Pais’ daughter-in-law, 
Jane Pais, with cancer; Susan Farrell’s father, Jim, facing health issues;  Cynthia Holmes’ 
mother, Constance Lockman; the Holmes family after the recent passing of  Cynthia’s 
grandmother; George Turner; Dr. Carl and Mrs. Jo McMillin; Steve Cobb and his family; 
Carol Ann Moorhead-George, daughter of  Logan R. Moorhead, who is fighting Lyme 
Disease; Stuart Chapman, David Russell, and all who are serving in our nation’s Armed 
Forces. 

 

1627 Monument Avenue • Richmond, Virginia 23220 • 804-359-2463 
Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 9:00 a.m.-3:30 p.m.; Wednesday 9:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Friday 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon 

Email: info@grace-covenant.org    Website: www.grace-covenant.org    
Radio: WLES 590 AM & 97.7 FM • Live Streaming www.truthnetwork.com (Click “Listen Live,” then “Richmond, Virginia”) 

 
Pastor: Bobby Hulme-Lippert     Child Development Center Director: Nicole Flournoy 
Associate Pastor for Christian Education: Christopher Tweel  Administrative Support: Martha Rubin 
Director of Music and Organist: Christopher Martin   Office Manager: Meredith Bond    
Parish Associate for Outreach & Adult Discipleship: Nelson Reveley   

Sunday Morning Openers 

December 25 - Cal Gray 

January 1 - Hank Downing 

January 8 - Brian Baird  

January 15 - Jake Savage 

Our worship service is broadcast live from 11:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon on WLES 590 AM and 
97.7 FM and is streamed live on www.truthnetwork.com (press “Listen Live,” then select 
“Richmond”).   
 
For podcasts, go to www.grace-covenant.org, click on “Worship,” then the pull-down “Sermons 
Online” and select the Full Service, Sunday Sermons, or Special Performances you wish to 
hear. The podcasts are uploaded within an hour of  the end-of-broadcast. 
   
For Audio CDs, leave a note to the Radio Room in the Glass Office or call the main church office 
359-2463. There is no charge for this service, but any contributions to “The Radio Fund” are 
greatly appreciated and will help to assure the continuation of  this ministry. 

Fellowship Hour 

December 25 - Cheryl and Bill Jacobs 

Please see Kent Cardwell if  you are interested in 
volunteering to help by hosting Fellowship Hour. 
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