
GRACE COVENANT 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Awakening a Love for Christ in the Heart of  Richmond   

                                                                             

December 24, 2016 Christmas Eve 5:00 p.m. 

†Please stand for these parts of  the service. 
 

WE GATHER TO GLORIFY GOD 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE    Joyeux Noël (Fantasy on Old French Carols)              Camil Van Hulse, 1897-1988 
 
  Quoique Soyez Petit Encore (Although You Still Are But a Child) 
  Un Flambeau, Jeannette, Isabelle (Bring a Torch, Jeannette, Isabelle) 
  Tourolourolouro! Lou Gan Canto, e n’es pas Incaro Jour. (Cock-a-Doodle-do! The Cock is Crowing 
                                                                                             Though There is No Dawn in Sight) 

   

LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE  Bobby, Michelle, and Leo Hulme-Lippert 
   
†CALL TO WORSHIP                       

  
 One: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;  
  those who lived in a land of  deep darkness on them light has shined. 
 All:  Rejoice, for God is with us - Emmanuel. 
 One:  For a child has been born for us, a son given to us;  
  authority rests upon his shoulders;  
  and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,  
  Everlasting Father, Prince of  Peace.  
 All:   Rejoice, for God is with us - Emmanuel. 
 One:  His authority shall grow continually,  
  and there shall be endless peace for the throne of  David and his kingdom.  
  He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness  
  from this time onward and forevermore. 
 All:   Rejoice, for God is with us - Emmanuel.  
  Thanks be to God! 



†CAROLS (The texts of  all carols this evening are printed in the bulletin.) 
 
 1. Angels, from the realms of  glory, 
    Wing your flight o’er all the earth; 
    Ye who sang creation’s story 
    Now proclaim Messiah’s birth: 
    Come and worship, 
    Come and worship, 
    Worship Christ, the newborn King! 
 
 2. O little town of  Bethlehem,  
     How still we see thee lie! 
     Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
     The silent stars go by. 
     Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
     The everlasting light; 
     The hopes and fears of  all the years 
     Are met in thee tonight. 
 
 3. The first Nowell the angel did say  
    Was to certain poor shepherds  
    In fields as they lay; 
    In fields where they lay a-keeping their sheep, 
    On a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 
    Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,  
    Born is the King of  Israel. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



†PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
 One: When we allow darkness to overcome the light, 
 All:    forgive us, Lord. 
 One: When we reduce Christmas to plastic and tinsel, 
 All:    have mercy on us, Father. 
 One: When hardness of  heart keeps us from seeing and hearing and touching, 
 All:    let your grace consume us, O God. 
 One: When the wars around us are of  no concern, 
 All:    forgive us, Lord, and move us to compassion for those who suffer. 
 One: When our caring is not extended to action, 
 All:    move us to seek justice for our brothers and sisters. 
  We come to confess our brokenness before you and before each other. 
  Remove all barriers that divide us, and let there be no obstacle to our 
  love for you and for one another. 
  Amen. 
 
 
†ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 

 

†RESPONSE Gloria 
 
 Angels we have heard on high,  
 Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
 And the mountains in reply  
         Echoing their joyous strains. 
 Gloria in excelsis Deo;  
 Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 9:2-7              Holy Bible, p. 624 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RESPONSORIAL PSALM  Today Is Born Our Savior Psalm 96 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GOSPEL READING    Luke 2:1-14                        Holy Bible, p. 935 
 
SERMON     “New Life”               Bobby Hulme-Lippert 
 
†CAROL            Mendelssohn 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Hark, the herald angels sing, 
   “Glory to the newborn King; 
   Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
   God and sinners reconciled!” 
   Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 
   Join the triumph of  the skies; 
   With th’angelic host proclaim, 
   “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
   Hark, the herald angels sing, 
   “Glory to the newborn King.” 

2. Christ, by highest heaven adored; 
    Christ, the Everlasting Lord! 
    Late in time behold Him come 
   To the earth from heaven’s home; 
   Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 
   Hail th’incarnate Deity, 
   Pleased as man with men to dwell, 
   Jesus, our Emmanuel. 
   Hark, the herald angels sing, 
   “Glory to the newborn King.” 



†AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                   Heidelberg Catechism 
 
One:  What is your only comfort, in life and in death?  
 
People: That I belong-body and soul, in life and in death-not to myself 
  but to my faithful Savior, Jesus Christ,  
  who at the cost of  His own blood  has fully paid for all my sins  
  and has completely freed me from the dominion of  evil;  
  that He protects me so well that without the will of  my Father in heaven 
  not a hair can fall from my head;  
  indeed, that everything must fit His purpose for my salvation.  
  Therefore, by His Holy Spirit, He also assures me of  eternal life,  
  and makes me wholeheartedly willing and ready from now on  
  to live for Him. 
 
  
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

OFFERING 

 
ANTHEM                        Born Among Us in the Night         Carson Cooman, b. 1982 
    

 Will you leave the light of  heaven for the shadows of  this earth, 
 turn from songs that know your glory to the questions of  your worth? 
 It is love that leads to leaving, love will bring you to our side; 
 we will know you, Love incarnate, born among us in the night. 

 Will you leave the way of  power that can call the stars by name, 
 to be found within a manger, lit by olive oil aflame? 
 It is love that leads to leaving, love that lays its power aside; 
 we will name you, Christ our brother, born among us in the night.  

 Will you leave the endless giving, truth that sings and love that flows, 
 for a world whose way is grasping, hands that clutch and hearts that close? 
 It is love that leads to leaving, love whose arms are open wide; 
 and our hearts will open to you, born among us in the night. 

 

 

 

  



†DOXOLOGY            Greensleeves 
 
 So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh;  
 Come, one and all, to own Him. 
 The King of  kings salvation brings;  
 Let loving hearts enthrone Him. 
 This, this is Christ the King,  
 Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
 Haste, haste to bring Him laud,  
 the Babe, the Son of  Mary! 
 
 
†PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
 
 
 
 
 

The congregation lights hand-held candles at this time. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



†CAROLS                            Stille Nacht and Antioch 

 
†BENEDICTION 

 

  Please extinguish your candles after the Benediction. 

 

†POSTLUDE  In dulci jubilo         Johann Sebastian Bach, 1685-1750 

    

1. Silent night! holy night! 
   All is calm, all is bright, 
   Round yon Virgin Mother and    
   Child; 
   Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
   Sleep in heavenly peace, 
   Sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
2. Silent night! holy night! 
   Wondrous Star, lend thy light; 
   With the angels let us sing, 
   Alleluia to our King; 
   Christ the Saviour is born, 
   Christ the Saviour is born. 

3. Joy to the world! the Lord is come: 
   Let earth receive her King; 
   Let every heart prepare Him room, 
   And heaven, and nature sing, 
   And heaven and nature sing, 
   And heaven and heaven 
   and nature sing. 
 
4. He rules the world with truth and grace, 
   And makes the nations prove 
   The glories of  His righteousness, 
   And wonders, of  His love, 
   And wonders of  His love, 
   And wonders, wonders 
   of  His love. 
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