
GRACE COVENANT 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Awakening a Love for Christ in the Heart of  Richmond   

                                                                             

December 11, 2016  The Third Sunday of  Advent 10:55 a.m. 
 
      

Please fill out the communication card and place it in the offering plate during the offertory. 

†Please stand for these parts of  the service. 
 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
PRELUDE 
  Savior of  the Nations, Come (BWV 569)  Johann Sebastian Bach, 1685-1750 
 
 
 

WE GATHER TO GLORIFY GOD 

 
THE LIGHTING OF THE THIRD ADVENT CANDLE  
                                                                 
                                                               Ginny Hardman, Will Madden, Steve Kemp 
 

 
†CALL TO WORSHIP                 
 

 One: “Look,” said the prophet, “a virgin shall conceive and bear a son.  
 All:    You shall call him Emmanuel, which means God with us. 
 One: He will be born of  the line of  David,  
  and of  his kingdom there will be no end.  
 All:    You shall call him Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.”  
 One: In him, all the promises of  God shall be made manifest.  
 All:    Through him, the fullness of  God's love shall shine upon the whole world.  
 
 
 
 
 
  ] 



†HYMN 309 (Blue Hymnal) 
 Of  the Father’s Love Begotten Divinum mysterium 
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†PRAYER OF CONFESSION (IN UNISON)  Christopher Tweel 
  
 Patient Lord, forgive our lack of  faith in your loving power. We look around us and 
 all that we see is what we don’t have. We fail to notice the daily blessings you lavish 
 upon us. Clear our blindness to the needs of  others. Strengthen us and move us from 
 empty excuses for not serving you. Help us to listen to one another, not with our pat 
 answers ready, but with loving and generous hearts. Heal us and make us ready to be 
 your disciples. In Jesus’ Name, we pray. Amen. 
 
†ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 
†GLORIA PATRI 579 (Blue Hymnal)  Greatorex 
   
  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
  world without end. Amen, Amen. 

 
At this time, children 6 years old and younger are invited to come to the front of the sanctuary with Reverend Christopher Tweel.  

Rev. Tweel will lead worship with the children in the chapel. They will be in "Children's Chapel" for the remainder of the morning  
and will be in Room 102 for pickup.  

 

WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
  
OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 35:1-10  Holy Bible, pp. 649-650 
 

NEW TESTAMENT READING Matthew 2:1-6  Holy Bible, pp. 879-880 
  
 

SERMON “Joy in the Wilderness” Bobby Hulme-Lippert 

 

 



RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
 

 

†HYMN 10 (Blue Hymnal)  
 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry Winchester New 
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†APOSTLES’ CREED (IN UNISON)                                    
 

 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of  heaven and earth,  
 And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
 born of  the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and  
  buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he  
 ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of  God the Father Almighty;     
 from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  
 I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of  saints;  
 the forgiveness of  sins; the resurrection of  the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  

 Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts,  
 as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
 and the glory, for ever. Amen.  
     
 

WE GIVE THANKS TO GOD 
  
PRESENTATION OF TITHES, OFFERINGS, AND GIFTS     
 

ANTHEM 

         Climb to the Top of  the Highest Mountain Carolyn Jennings, b. 1936 
   

 

Climb to the top of the highest mountain, Joyous tidings proclaim to the world, 
Lift up your voice, Shout the good news: Behold, your Lord comes to you. 
He will feed His flock like a shepherd, He will carry the lambs in His arms, 
He will ever keep them safe from harm. Behold, your Lord comes to you. 
He who made the stars in the heaven, He who fashioned the earth and the sea, 
From time eternal He was God, the Alpha and Omega, He.  
Behold your Lord! He will come in power and glory, He will rule with mercy and truth, 
Hope of all the nations, Light of all the world. 
He will love the little children, He will hold them in His arms. 
Love Him and trust Him as a child, Behold, your Lord comes to you. Trust Him as a child. 

 
 

†DOXOLOGY Old Hundredth    
  
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
 Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  
 



 
†PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

  
 

 

WE GO FORTH TO LOVE AND SERVE 
 
†HYMN 5 (Blue Hymnal; hymn reprinted on next page) 
 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence  Picardy 
 
 
†BENEDICTION AND CHORAL RESPONSE 
 In the Lord I’ll Be Ever Thankful Taizé 
  
 
†POSTLUDE    
  Magnificat noni toni  Dietrich Buxtehude, c. 1637-1707 
      
 

Please join us in the Social Room afterward for refreshments and fellowship. 

 

The flowers are given to the glory of  God and in Thanksgiving to Him  
for our family by Merelyn and Charles Hammett. 
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WORSHIP NOTES 

Hearing Aids and Large-Print Hymnals are available from the ushers. 

As one body of  Christ, composed of  diverse individuals bound together by the Holy Spirit: 
 
We will join in community across the generational, ethnic, racial, and economic barriers that separate 
God’s children. We will walk together in a manner worthy of  the calling to which we have been called, 
with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, eager to maintain the 
unity of  the Spirit in the bond of  peace. 
 - from our 2012 Vision Statement  

Music Notes 

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) revised his collection of  organ works, the “Eighteen Chorales,” 
during the final years of  his life in Leipzig. From this collection comes one of  his most exquisite pieces, 
Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland (Savior of  the Nations, Come). The ornate soprano melody spins above the 
moving pedal and quiet accompaniment. The embellishment is so florid that it is difficult to hear the 
chorale’s tune, but it is a quiet but joyful work for the middle of  Advent. 
 
Carolyn Jennings (b. 1936) is a Professor Emerita of  Music at St. Olaf  College, Minnesota, where she 
taught for many years and also served in administrative roles, including being Chair of  the Music 
Department and Associate Dean for the Fine Arts. She also recently retired as Music Coordinator and 
Director of  the Senior Choir at St. John's Lutheran Church, Northfield, Minnesota, where she served as 
a church musician for over thirty years. With the text adapted from Isaiah 40, Climb to the Top of  the 
Highest Mountain is a popular choice for adult choirs with a soloist or combined adult and children's 
choirs.   
 
Traditionally, the third Sunday of  Advent is referred to as “Gaudete Sunday” (Rejoice). Despite the 
otherwise somber readings of  the season of  Advent, which has as a secondary theme—the need for 
penitence—the readings on the third Sunday emphasize the joyous anticipation of  the Lord's coming. 
On Advent III, many churches read the Annunciation scripture passage which is Mary’s Song of  Praise 
(Magnificat). Today’s postlude by Dietrich Buxtehude (c. 1637-1707) is the first chorale variation on 
the Magnificat noni toni, a plainsong chant for the Advent.  

We are grateful to have you join in worship with us this morning. We are a historic Presbyterian 
church, having celebrated our centennial anniversary in 2015. God has been immensely faithful for 
over 100 years, and we are eager to step faithfully into the future God has for us! We continue for-
ward by walking in light of  our mission which was adopted in 2012: to train grateful disciples of  
Christ, by doing justice, loving mercy, and walking humbly with our God. May you be blessed 
through worship and fellowship this morning.  

 

The 85th Annual Candlelight Carol Service 
 

Sunday, December 18, at 5:00 p.m.  
A service of Lessons and Carols led by 

the Chancel Choir, Junior Choir, Handbell Choir, and Soloists of Grace Covenant. 
Childcare provided. Reception to follow in the Fellowship Hall. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Advent


 
Church Office Closed Week After Christmas: The church office will be closed from Monday, De-
cember 26, to Friday, December 30. It will also be closed on Monday, January 2. The office will re-open 
on Tuesday, January 3. Traditionally, the office has always been closed on the day following Christmas 
and the day following New Year’s Day. This year, the session voted to close the office four extra days.   
 
Advent: Advent simply means “coming.” The church observes the season of  Advent from Sunday, 
November 27, to Saturday, December 24. During this time, we both remember Jesus’s coming among 
us in this world, and we anticipate his second coming – the time when God’s kingdom will be fully 
made known on earth as it is in heaven.  
Below are a few details and dates related to the season: 
 
The Advent Wreath: Different families light a candle from the Advent Wreath each week in worship. By 
the fourth Sunday in Advent we will have lit the candles of  Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love. On Christmas 
Eve, we then light the Christ candle which sits in the center of  the wreath surrounded by the other 
four candles.  
 
The 85th Annual Candlelight Carol Service: A uniquely beautiful Lessons and Carols service happening on 
Sunday, December 18, at 5:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary.   
 
The Christmas Eve Service:  This service is offered on Saturday, December 24, at 5:00 p.m. in the Sanctu-
ary. Childcare is available.  
 
Christmas Morning Service: Christmas falls on a Sunday this year. We will have our normal service of  wor-
ship, but the time of  the service will be 10:00 a.m. This service time change is only for the Christmas 
morning service. Also, there will not be Sunday School or childcare on this particular morning.  
 
Stuart Circle Advent Prayer Opportunity: Our next door neighbors at First English Evangelical Lu-
theran Church are hosting Wednesday morning prayer time from 9:00-9:30 a.m. in their sanctuary for 
the two remaining Wednesdays in Advent (Dec. 14 and 21). Lay leaders from First English will lead the 
prayer time, and all are welcome to join.  
 
The Fellowship Committee Is Looking for Volunteers: The Fellowship Committee is looking for 
volunteers to help host the get together in the Social Room each Sunday after worship. We are especial-
ly interested in any new members or others who haven’t previously helped with this ministry.  It’s easy 
duty and a great way to meet folks. If  you have helped with this effort in the past, thanks, and I hope 
you will help again in 2017. Contact Kent Cardwell, 477-5630, kentcardwell@taylorlongproperties.com  
 
Annual Common Good RVA Conference: Common Good RVA is a post-partisan vision for Rich-
mond’s flourishing that finds concrete expression in everyday decisions for the common good. The an-
nual conference is Saturday, February 11, 2017 from 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. in the Early Center at Union 
Presbyterian Seminary (3401 Brook Road). This year’s conference is entitled “Women + Men: At Work 
for the Common Good,” and features Katelyn Beaty. Register online at http://tinyurl.com/
commongoodtickets. Cost is $12, and this includes a $5 voucher to be used for lunch at a local restau-
rant where post-conference conversation will continue. 

WELCOME TO GRACE COVENANT 

     General Announcements 



POJYo to Go Caroling: The POJYo Group will be going out and caroling together this coming Sun-
day! For a few years now we have traditionally been singing to a couple of  folks, decorating Christmas 
cookies to share, and generally having a great time getting into the swing of  the season. We meet at the 
church at 2:00 p.m. See Christopher Tweel for more information. 
 
PW Meetings: The Presbyterian Women Circle Meetings for the month of  December are meeting this 
Tuesday, December 13. Circle 3 will meet at 9:30 a.m. in the Social Room. Circle 2 will meet at 11:00 
a.m. in the Vanguard Room, and Circle 3 will meet at 7:00 p.m. at Cheryl Jacobs’ home. 
 

Mission and Justice 

 

STEP Pride for Parents Christmas Store: Many thanks to all who donated gifts for the STEP Pride 
for Parents Christmas store! Each year STEP collects donations of  new, unwrapped children’s gifts with 
the original purchase price intact. These donations are then marked to half  price or less and made availa-
ble to the parents of  children living in Gilpin Court and surrounding communities. The Christmas store 
offers parents the dignity of  making a sacrifice of  love for their children at an affordable price. Grace 
Covenant youth and volunteers helped run the store on December 3. Many thanks to all!  

 
Christian Education and Discipleship 

The nursery crib room and Sunday School are available for children ages 2 and up. 
Sunday School is held every Sunday from 9:45-10:30 a.m.  

 
During the Sunday School hour in December, there will be a lot going on. Today, December 11, the 
Christmas Children’s Pageant will take place in the Fellowship Hall. Then on December 18, Sunday 
School will take place as usual. Christmas falls on a Sunday this year. There will not be Sunday School or 
childcare on this particular morning, but make sure to come out for a special Christmas Day ser-
vice. Ushering in the New Year on January 1, worship will occur at its regular time of  10:55 a.m., howev-
er, there will be no Sunday School. The first day of  Sunday School for 2017 will be January 8; to kick 
this off, a reception will be held in the Fellowship Hall from 9:15 a.m.-9:45 a.m. 

 

Nursery Class (~0-2), Room 103: Frolic is a new trial experience for us. In the past, our youngest 
Presbyterians have relied on the loving care of  our caregivers to show them the love of  Christ. And, 
week to week, they do a spectacular job. This fall we will be experimenting with a new curriculum to 
help lend some guidance and provide new material into what the caregivers are naturally doing. We’re 
excited to bring this to our Nursery! 

 

Pre-K (~2/3-6), Room 102: Spark is Bible-centered programming at its best. Kids of  all ages interact 
with the Bible in every lesson. With hands-on activities such as interactive games and creative crafts—
Spark makes learning exciting. Lessons in five age brackets allow us to meet the needs of  a wide age 
range with one curriculum.  

 
Elementary, Room 209: Holy Moly follows the arc of  the biblical narrative. Kids of  all ages interact 
with the Bible in every lesson. Animated videos of  the Bible stories don’t use narration. Instead, visuals 
and sound effects give kids the opportunity to retell the story in their own words. Holy Moly printed re-



sources are available—making it equally engaging for younger and older kids. After class, Holy Moly 
kids walk away retelling the stories they’ve learned and take home completed activities to share with 
their family.  

 

Student Mentoring Class, Room 301: This fall and winter, Pastor Christopher will be working closely 
with our students on a teen-led project. Come up to the loft at 9:45 every Sunday morning to join in 
and contribute. We need your student leadership in our church family, and our community! Let's see 
what God has in store for us. 
 

Good Books, Third Floor (Room 303): All are invited to dive into these theological books with us. 
Last spring we had a chance to learn from Martin Luther King, Jr.'s Strength to Love,  Luther's The Freedom 
of  a Christian, and Calvin's The Christian Life. This class is studying the Book of  Job from Nov. 13 to 
Dec. 18. Reading ahead enlivens the discussion, but all are welcome even if  unable to check out the 
week's reading. If  you'd like to get on our email list, simply contact Nelson Reveley 
at nmr2uf@virginia.edu.  

 

The Forum of  Grace Class, Second Floor (Room 212):  This class will be diving into a study of  the 
Miracles of  Jesus Christ. Come and take part in this study about the most incredible parts of  Jesus' 
ministry, healing, casting out demons, feeding thousands, and bringing folks back from the dead! It's an 
incredible part of  the Incredible Story.  

 

The Vanguard Class, Basement (Room B4): This class meets in Room B4. Nate McKinnon is cur-
rently leading the study on The Ten Commandments. 

Wednesday Night Supper  
Save yourself the midweek hassle of cooking dinner and come join us Wednesday nights at 6:00 p.m. for a 
time of growth in fellowship and faith! Every night we'll have arts and crafts for the kids, timely announce-
ments, worship preparation cards for the coming Sunday, and either faith-infused live music, a trivia night, or 
an excellent speaker! $7 per person, $5 for seniors (over 65), and $15 max per family.  
 
This Week’s Program: All CDC classes from Toddler 1 to Preschool will share a few Christmas songs with 
us in A Preschool Noel before the night’s meal. They will start singing at 6:00 p.m. and the meal will follow. 

  
This Week’s Meal:  
  
The Child Development Center will be acting as host for the reception on Wednesday, December 14, and 
have arranged for a catered meal from Noodles  ’n Company to be served buffet style.  
  
 

Wednesday Night Suppers will resume on January 11, 2017. We look forward to seeing you there! 



CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER 
Lord, hear our prayer for...   

Nancy States in her recovery from shoulder surgery; John Nevin as he recovers from back 
surgery; Jack Corley’s daughter, Suzanne Corley; Rosie Turner; Ann Pais’ daughter-in-law, 
Jane Pais, with cancer; Susan Farrell’s father, Jim, facing health issues;  Cynthia Holmes’ 
mother, Constance Lockman; the Holmes family after the recent passing of  Cynthia’s 
grandmother; George Turner; Dr. Carl and Mrs. Jo McMillin; Steve Cobb and his family; 
Carol Ann Moorhead-George, daughter of  Logan R. Moorhead, who is fighting Lyme 
Disease; Stuart Chapman, David Russell, and all who are serving in our nation’s Armed 
Forces. 

 

1627 Monument Avenue • Richmond, Virginia 23220 • 804-359-2463 
Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 9:00 a.m.-3:30 p.m.; Wednesday 9:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Friday 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon 

Email: info@grace-covenant.org    Website: www.grace-covenant.org    
Radio: WLES 590 AM & 97.7 FM • Live Streaming www.truthnetwork.com (Click “Listen Live,” then “Richmond, Virginia”) 

 
Pastor: Bobby Hulme-Lippert     Child Development Center Director: Nicole Flournoy 
Associate Pastor for Christian Education: Christopher Tweel  Administrative Support: Martha Rubin 
Director of Music and Organist: Christopher Martin   Office Manager: Meredith Bond    
Parish Associate for Outreach & Adult Discipleship: Nelson Reveley   

Sunday Morning Openers 

December 11 - Rob Rosebro 

December 18 - Kent Cardwell 

December 25 - Cal Gray 

January 1 - Hank Downing 

Our worship service is broadcast live from 11:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon on WLES 590 AM and 
97.7 FM and is streamed live on www.truthnetwork.com (press “Listen Live,” then select 
“Richmond”).   
 
For podcasts, go to www.grace-covenant.org, click on “Worship,” then the pull-down “Sermons 
Online” and select the Full Service, Sunday Sermons, or Special Performances you wish to 
hear. The podcasts are uploaded within an hour of  the end-of-broadcast. 
   
For Audio CDs, leave a note to the Radio Room in the Glass Office or call the main church office 
359-2463. There is no charge for this service, but any contributions to “The Radio Fund” are 
greatly appreciated and will help to assure the continuation of  this ministry. 

Fellowship Hour 

December 11 - RoseMarie and Walter Bundy 

December 18 - Lisa and Kent Cardwell 

December 25 - Cheryl and Bill Jacobs 

 

mailto:info@grace-covenant.org
http://www.grace-covenant.org
http://www.truthnetwork.com
http://www.truthnetwork.com/
http://www.grace-covenant.org/

