
GRACE COVENANT 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Awakening a Love for Christ in the Heart of  Richmond   

                                                                             

December 4, 2016  The Second Sunday of  Advent 10:55 a.m. 
 
      

Please fill out the communication card and place it in the offering plate during the offertory. 

†Please stand for these parts of  the service. 
 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
PRELUDE 
  Comfort, Comfort Ye My People  Gerald Near, b. 1942 
 
 
 

WE GATHER TO GLORIFY GOD 

 
THE LIGHTING OF THE SECOND ADVENT CANDLE George and Mary Gray 
 

 
†CALL TO WORSHIP                 
 

 One: In this season of  expectation 
 All: we prepare to welcome Christ Jesus, who is our Hope, 
 One: into the bustle of  our lives and the hard to find moments of  solitude. 
 All: We prepare to welcome Christ Jesus, who is our Peace,  
 One: into our lives, our homes, and our world.  
 All: We prepare to welcome Christ Jesus, who is our Salvation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  ] 



†HYMN 13 (Blue Hymnal) 
 Prepare the Way Bereden väg för Herran 

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-715262. 



†PRAYER OF CONFESSION (IN UNISON)  Bobby Hulme-Lippert  
  
 Lord God,  
 We praise you for sending light into this world. We confess that we live as though the 
 light had never defeated darkness. We confess that we ignore the Savior you sent to 
 be among us and to live in us. We’ve kept the birth of  your Son confined to the 
 Christmas season and do not yearn for his coming each moment in our waiting 
 hearts. Forgive us for not opening our eyes to Jesus. Prepare us for his return. May 
 his light illumine us this day and forevermore. Amen. 
 
†ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 
†GLORIA PATRI 579 (Blue Hymnal)  Greatorex 
   
  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
  world without end. Amen, Amen. 

 
At this time, children 6 years old and younger are invited to come to the front of the sanctuary with Reverend Christopher Tweel.  

Rev. Tweel will lead worship with the children in the chapel. They will be in "Children's Chapel" for the remainder of the morning  
and will be in Room 102 for pickup.  

 

WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
 

  
OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 11:1-11    Holy Bible, pp. 627-628 
 

 Leader: The Word of  the Lord. 
 All: Thanks be to God. 
 

NEW TESTAMENT READING John 15:4-5  Holy Bible, p. 985 
  
 Leader: The Word of  the Lord. 
 All: Thanks be to God. 
 

SERMON “Hope from a Stump” Bobby Hulme-Lippert 

 

 
 



RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
 

 

†HYMN 602 (Blue Hymnal)  
 Song of  Zechariah Merle’s Tune 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-715262. 



 
†APOSTLES’ CREED (IN UNISON)                                    
 

 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of  heaven and earth,  
 And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
 born of  the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and  
  buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he  
 ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of  God the Father Almighty;     
 from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  
 I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of  saints;  
 the forgiveness of  sins; the resurrection of  the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 
     
 

WE GIVE THANKS TO GOD 
  
PRESENTATION OF TITHES, OFFERINGS, AND GIFTS     
 

ANTHEM 

         When Love Is Born Anew Douglas Wagner, b. 1952  
   

 

 Awake, the dawn is breaking.  
 Rejoice, the night is past.  
 Come, Christians, cease your waiting,  
 your King will come at last.  
 Your King will come, his throne assume,  
 and hearts prepare him room. 
 
 Advent voices fill the sky, Advent people prophesy  
 that every stone on earth shall cry, when love is born anew. 
 
 Prepare the banquet table,  
 unbar the bolted door.  
 Make clean the lowly stable  
 to welcome Christ, your Lord. 
 The Lord will come, the valleys bloom,  
 and hearts prepare him room. 
 
 
 

†DOXOLOGY Old Hundredth    
  
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
 Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  
 



 
†PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

  

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER   Rev. Simon Loghod and Rev. Bobby Hulme-Lippert  
 
DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS 
 

You are invited to hold the bread or the cup in silent prayer until all are served,  

then partake of the element with the whole congregation when invited by the pastor.   

For those who need it, a gluten-free wafer is available in each communion plate. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  

 Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts,  
 as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
 and the glory, for ever. Amen.  

 
 

WE GO FORTH TO LOVE AND SERVE 
 
†HYMN 12 (Blue Hymnal; hymn reprinted on next page) 
 People, Look East  Besançon 
 
 
†BENEDICTION AND CHORAL RESPONSE 
 Wait for the Lord Taizé 
  
 
†POSTLUDE    
  Fughetta on “People, Look East”  Richard Shephard, b. 1949 
      
 

Please join us in the Social Room afterward for refreshments and fellowship. 

 

The flowers are given to the glory of  God  
and in loving memory of  our parents, Ed and Esther Aschmann, 

by Carol Benson and Stephen Aschmann. 
 
 
 



Music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-715262. 



WORSHIP NOTES 

Hearing Aids and Large-Print Hymnals are available from the ushers. 

As one body of  Christ, composed of  diverse individuals bound together by the Holy Spirit: 
 
We will worship God in a way that not only proclaims God’s glory and identifies His presence in our 
lives, but also calls us to repent of  our sins and kindles due thanks and awe for our creator, sustainer, 
and redeemer. 

 - from our 2012 Vision Statement  

 
Music Notes 

Gerald Near (b. 1942) is generally considered one of  the finest composers of  church music writing 
today. He has made a distinct impact on the organ, choral, and church music worlds. In the mid-1990’s 
Near composed three sets of  chorale preludes for organ which were modeled after Bach’s Orgelbüchlein—
a collection of  preludes spanning the Liturgical Year. Today’s prelude is an elaboration on the Advent 
hymn Comfort, Comfort You My People (Presbyterian Hymnal, #3).  
  
Douglas Wagner (b. 1952) is an internationally recognized composer and arranger of  choral music. 
2,400 titles of  Douglas Wagner’s music have been published since 1973, including original works and 
arrangements for choir, concert band, orchestra, handbells, organ, piano, instrumental solo, and voice. 
Today’s joyous Advent anthem is filled with hope and anticipation: “Advent voices fill the sky, Advent people 
prophesy that every stone on earth shall cry, when love is born anew.” 
 
Richard Shephard (b. 1949) is a composer, former educator, and Director of  Development and 
Chamberlain of  York Minster. As a composer, he has written operas, operettas, musicals, orchestral 
works, music for television, and chamber music, but he is perhaps best known for his choral works 
which are sung extensively around the world today, especially in churches and cathedrals in England and 
America. Fughetta on “People, Look East” is an all-too-short, joyful fugue on an Advent carol. 
  

We are grateful to have you join in worship with us this morning. We are a historic Presbyterian 
church, having celebrated our centennial anniversary in 2015. God has been immensely faithful for 
over 100 years, and we are eager to step faithfully into the future God has for us! We continue for-
ward by walking in light of  our mission which was adopted in 2012: to train grateful disciples of  
Christ, by doing justice, loving mercy, and walking humbly with our God. May you be blessed 
through worship and fellowship this morning.  

 

The 85th Annual Candlelight Carol Service 
 

Sunday, December 18, at 5:00 p.m.  
A service of Lessons and Carols led by 

the Chancel Choir, Junior Choir, Handbell Choir, and Soloists of Grace Covenant. 
Childcare provided. Reception to follow in the Fellowship Hall. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/York_Minster
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Operas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Operettas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Musicals
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orchestral
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chamber_music
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cathedrals
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States


 
Advent: Advent simply means “coming.” The church observes the season of  Advent from Sunday, 
November 27, to Saturday, December 24. During this time, we both remember Jesus’s coming among 
us in this world, and we anticipate his second coming – the time when God’s kingdom will be fully 
made known on earth as it is in heaven.  
Below are a few details and dates related to the season: 
 
The Advent Wreath: Different families light a candle from the Advent Wreath each week in worship. By 
the fourth Sunday in Advent we will have lit the candles of  Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love. On Christmas 
Eve, we then light the Christ candle which sits in the center of  the wreath surrounded by the other 
four candles.  
 
The 85th Annual Candlelight Carol Service: A uniquely beautiful Lessons and Carols service happening on 
Sunday, December 18, at 5:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary.   
 
The Christmas Eve Service:  This service is offered on Saturday, December 24, at 5:00 p.m. in the Sanctu-
ary. Childcare is available.  
 
Christmas Morning Service: Christmas falls on a Sunday this year. We will have our normal service of  wor-
ship, but the time of  the service will be 10:00 a.m. This service time change is only for the Christmas 
morning service. Also, there will not be Sunday School or childcare on this particular morning.  
 
Holiday Decorating and Poinsettias: Join in the fun on December 10 at 8:30 a.m. to help decorate 
the church – bring “greens” if  available. Also, don’t forget: tomorrow, December 5, is the deadline for 
ordering poinsettias! 
 
Glass Office Greeters Needed: We need folks who can sign up to open the door for people on the 
following Wednesday Nights: December 7 and December 14. It’s a great way to express a little hospital-
ity and say hey to folks coming in for supper. If  you are available, please sign up in the Glass Office. 
Thanks! If  you have any questions, see Phil Coltrain. 
 
PEOPLE Group Meeting: The PEOPLE Group will be meeting on December 10 at 6:00 p.m. at the 
home of  John and Joy Nevin. Come and be a part of  this festive and fun evening! Please bring one of  
the following to serve 10 adults: hors d’oeuvres, main dish, vegetable, salad, bread, or dessert. If  you 
have any questions, please contact the Nevins at 784-2046. 
 
First Sunday of  the Month Prayer Group: Join the prayer team from 12:30-1:00 p.m. after worship 
on the first Sunday of  each month. The group meets in the chapel and prays over the church, our city, 
our nation, and the world. The next meeting is today, December 4.  
 
Stuart Circle Advent Prayer Opportunity: Our next door neighbors at First English Evangelical Lu-
theran Church are hosting Wednesday morning prayer time from 9:00-9:30 a.m. in their sanctuary for 
the three remaining Wednesdays in Advent (Dec. 7, 14, and 21). Lay leaders from First English will lead 
the prayer time, and all are welcome to join.  
 

WELCOME TO GRACE COVENANT 

     General Announcements 



Sharing in Ministry – We welcome and give thanks for Rev. Simon Loghod who co-presiding at the 
communion table with Rev. Bobby Hulme-Lippert today. Rev. Loghod is a Presbyterian pastor from 
Ghana currently studying at Virginia Union University.  
 

Mission and Justice 

 

STEP Pride for Parents Christmas Store: Many thanks to all who donated gifts for the STEP Pride 
for Parents Christmas store! Each year STEP collects donations of  new, unwrapped children’s gifts with 
the original purchase price intact. These donations are then marked to half  price or less and made availa-
ble to the parents of  children living in Gilpin Court and surrounding communities. The Christmas store 
offers parents the dignity of  making a sacrifice of  love for their children at an affordable price. Grace 
Covenant youth and volunteers helped run the store on December 3. Many thanks to all!  

 
Christian Education and Discipleship 

The nursery crib room and Sunday School are available for children ages 2 and up. 
Sunday School is held every Sunday from 9:45-10:30 a.m.  

 

Nursery Class (~0-2), Room 103: Frolic is a new trial experience for us. In the past, our youngest 
Presbyterians have relied on the loving care of  our caregivers to show them the love of  Christ. And, 
week to week, they do a spectacular job. This fall we will be experimenting with a new curriculum to 
help lend some guidance and provide new material into what the caregivers are naturally doing. We’re 
excited to bring this to our Nursery! 

 

Pre-K (~2/3-6), Room 102: Spark is Bible-centered programming at its best. Kids of  all ages interact 
with the Bible in every lesson. With hands-on activities such as interactive games and creative crafts—
Spark makes learning exciting. Lessons in five age brackets allow us to meet the needs of  a wide age 
range with one curriculum.  

 
Elementary, Room 209: Holy Moly follows the arc of  the biblical narrative. Kids of  all ages interact 
with the Bible in every lesson. Animated videos of  the Bible stories don’t use narration. Instead, visuals 
and sound effects give kids the opportunity to retell the story in their own words. Holy Moly printed re-
sources are available—making it equally engaging for younger and older kids. After class, Holy Moly kids 
walk away retelling the stories they’ve learned and take home completed activities to share with their 
family.  

 

Student Mentoring Class, Room 301: This fall and winter, Pastor Christopher will be working closely 
with our students on a teen-led project. Come up to the loft at 9:45 every Sunday morning to join in and 
contribute. We need your student leadership in our church family, and our community! Let's see what 
God has in store for us. 
 

Good Books, Third Floor (Room 303): All are invited to dive into these theological books with us. 
Last spring we had a chance to learn from Martin Luther King, Jr.'s Strength to Love,  Luther's The Freedom 
of  a Christian, and Calvin's The Christian Life. This class is studying the Book of  Job from Nov. 13 to Dec. 



18. Reading ahead enlivens the discussion, but all are welcome even if  unable to check out the week's 
reading. If  you'd like to get on our email list, simply contact Nelson Reveley at nmr2uf@virginia.edu.  

 

The Forum of  Grace Class, Second Floor (Room 212):  This class will be diving into a study of  the 
Miracles of  Jesus Christ. Come and take part in this study about the most incredible parts of  Jesus' 
ministry, healing, casting out demons, feeding thousands, and bringing folks back from the dead! It's an 
incredible part of  the Incredible Story.  

 

The Vanguard Class, Basement (Room B4): This class meets in Room B4. Nate McKinnon is cur-
rently leading the study on The Ten Commandments. 

Wednesday Night Supper  
Save yourself the midweek hassle of cooking dinner and come join us Wednesday nights at 6:00 p.m. for a 
time of growth in fellowship and faith! Every night we'll have arts and crafts for the kids, timely announce-
ments, worship preparation cards for the coming Sunday, and either faith-infused live music, a trivia night, or 
an excellent speaker! $7 per person, $5 for seniors (over 65), and $15 max per family.  
 
This Week’s Program: The Holly Follies this year are going to be a great time for the whole family. There 
will be various acts from members of the congregation who will be sharing their talents that God has blessed 
them with. Get in touch with Christopher if you are interested in helping put on the show!  

 
This Week’s Meal:  
  
Snack: Fruit Skewers 
Salad: Bacon and Gorgonzola Salad 
Entrée: Sausage and Peppers 
Dessert: White Cake 
  
Looking Forward: 
  
December 14, 2016   A Preschool Noel (the last WNS until January) 

 

Wednesday Night Suppers will resume on January 4, 2017. We look forward to seeing you there! 



CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER 
Lord, hear our prayer for...   

Nancy States in her recovery from shoulder surgery; John Nevin as he recovers from back 
surgery; Elizabeth Russell and family as they grieve the passing of  Elizabeth’s father, Dr. 
William Russell; Jack Corley’s daughter, Suzanne Corley; Rosie Turner; Ann Pais’ 
daughter-in-law, Jane Pais, with cancer; Susan Farrell’s father, Jim, facing health issues;  
Cynthia Holmes’ mother, Constance Lockman; the Holmes family after the recent 
passing of  Cynthia’s grandmother; George Turner; Dr. Carl and Mrs. Jo McMillin; Steve 
Cobb and his family; Carol Ann Moorhead-George, daughter of  Logan R. Moorhead, who is 
fighting Lyme Disease; Stuart Chapman, David Russell, and all who are serving in our 
nation’s Armed Forces. 

 

1627 Monument Avenue • Richmond, Virginia 23220 • 804-359-2463 
Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 9:00 a.m.-3:30 p.m.; Wednesday 9:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Friday 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon 

Email: info@grace-covenant.org    Website: www.grace-covenant.org    
Radio: WLES 590 AM & 97.7 FM • Live Streaming www.truthnetwork.com (Click “Listen Live,” then “Richmond, Virginia”) 

 
Pastor: Bobby Hulme-Lippert     Child Development Center Director: Nicole Flournoy 
Associate Pastor for Christian Education: Christopher Tweel  Administrative Support: Martha Rubin 
Director of Music and Organist: Christopher Martin   Office Manager: Meredith Bond    
Parish Associate for Outreach & Adult Discipleship: Nelson Reveley   

Sunday Morning Openers 

December 4 - Rick Nochta 

December 11 - Rob Rosebro 

December 18 - Kent Cardwell 

December 25 - Cal Gray 

Our worship service is broadcast live from 11:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon on WLES 590 AM and 
97.7 FM and is streamed live on www.truthnetwork.com (press “Listen Live,” then select 
“Richmond”).   
 
For podcasts, go to www.grace-covenant.org, click on “Worship,” then the pull-down “Sermons 
Online” and select the Full Service, Sunday Sermons, or Special Performances you wish to 
hear. The podcasts are uploaded within an hour of  the end-of-broadcast. 
   
For Audio CDs, leave a note to the Radio Room in the Glass Office or call the main church office 
359-2463. There is no charge for this service, but any contributions to “The Radio Fund” are 
greatly appreciated and will help to assure the continuation of  this ministry. 

Fellowship Hour 

December 4 - Katherine and Brian Baird  

December 11 - RoseMarie and Walter Bundy 

December 18 - Lisa and Kent Cardwell 

December 25 - Cheryl and Bill Jacobs 

mailto:info@grace-covenant.org
http://www.grace-covenant.org
http://www.truthnetwork.com
http://www.truthnetwork.com/
http://www.grace-covenant.org/

