
GRACE COVENANT 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Awakening a Love for Christ in the Heart of  Richmond   

                                                                             

November 27, 2016  The First Sunday of  Advent 10:55 a.m. 
 
      

Please fill out the communication card and place it in the offering plate during the offertory. 

†Please stand for these parts of  the service. 
 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
PRELUDE 
  “Sleepers, Awake!” A Voice Astounds Us  Johann Sebastian Bach, 1685-1750 
 
 
 

WE GATHER TO GLORIFY GOD 

 
THE LIGHTING OF THE FIRST ADVENT CANDLE Itunu and Tony Adekoya 
 

 
†CALL TO WORSHIP                 
 

 One: We come in worship. 
 All:   We come to worship a God who looks at our hearts, 
 One: not the things that people esteem highly.  
 All:   God has placed us in the world for His purposes, 
 One: that we may be united and joined together.  
 All:   Our brothers and sisters who differ, hold up a mirror 
 One: by which we can contemplate our unity. 
 All:   We cannot abolish what God has made inviolable; 
 One: God has made us one. 
 All:   And so, we worship as one this day! Thanks be to God! 
 
 From John Calvin's Doctrine of  the Christian Life by John H. Leith, p.186 
  ] 



†HYMN 2 (Blue Hymnal) Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
 Hyfrydol 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-715262. 



†PRAYER OF CONFESSION (IN UNISON) (based on Philippians 2:5-11)            Christopher Tweel 

  
 Father of  each of  us, we follow the advice of  Philippians today. We look to Christ in 
 order that we might be of  the same mind. Humbled, emptied, and in the role of  
 servant to You. We've lost ourselves in our anger, God. We've thought of  ourselves 
 as champions of  what is right, and instead, we have hurt people we care for. We let 
 our fear control us. We've refused to speak truth in the way Your Son would have 
 spoken it. We've lost ourselves and our purposes to our own devices. We’ve gotten 
 carried away on the tide of  emotion. We've felt unheard. We've been frustrated. We 
 have beaten each other up, and we have allowed that, instead of  your Guiding Hand, 
 to direct us.  
 The mind of  Christ was humble. Yet in that humility there was power that changed 
 the lives of  this world. Let our voices be humble, and loving, and full of  your power 
 to change the world. Remind us that we human beings are united not only in a 
 common flesh, but also by Your Holy image. Your Son showed us that there can be 
 no means of  serving God except through humility. You have made us members of  
 the body, of  one another, with no distinction; hear our prayer that we live into what 
 you have made us. Amen. 
 
†ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 
†GLORIA PATRI 579 (Blue Hymnal)  Greatorex 
   
  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
  world without end. Amen, Amen. 

 
 

At this time, children 6 years old and younger are invited to come to the front of the sanctuary. 
They will be in "Children's Chapel" for the remainder of the morning  

and will be in Room 102 for pickup.  
 

WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
 

  
OLD TESTAMENT READING Daniel 4:19-27   Holy Bible, pp. 809-810 
 

NEW TESTAMENT READING Luke 21:34-36   Holy Bible, p. 962 
 

SERMON “Live Lightly” Christopher Tweel 

 



RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
 

 

†HYMN 8 (Blue Hymnal)  
 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates Truro 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-715262. 



†APOSTLES’ CREED (IN UNISON)                                   Christopher Tweel 
 

 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of  heaven and earth,  
 And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
 born of  the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and  
  buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he  
 ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of  God the Father Almighty;     
 from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  
 I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of  saints;  
 the forgiveness of  sins; the resurrection of  the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  

 Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts,  
 as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
 and the glory, for ever. Amen.  
     
 

WE GIVE THANKS TO GOD 
  
 
PRESENTATION OF TITHES, OFFERINGS, AND GIFTS     
 

 

ANTHEM 

         Blest Be the God of  Israel Michael Burkhardt, b. 1957 
   

 

 Blest be the God of  Israel, who comes to set us free; 
 who visits and redeems us, who grants us liberty. 
 The prophets spoke of  mercy, of  freedom and release; 
 God shall fulfill that promise and bring his people peace. 
 
 Now from the house of  David a child of  grace is giv’n; 
 a Savior comes among us to raise us up to heav’n. 
 Before him goes the herald, forerunner in the way, 
 the prophet of  salvation, the messenger of  day. 
 
 On those who sit in darkness the sun begins to rise, 
 the dawning of  forgiveness upon the sinner’s eyes. 
 God guides the feet of  pilgrims along the paths of  peace. 
 O bless our God and Savior with songs that never cease! 
 
 Words by Michael A. Perry © 1973 by Hope Publishing Co. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-715262. 



†DOXOLOGY Old Hundredth    
  
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
 Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  
 
 
†PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

  

WE GO FORTH TO LOVE AND SERVE 
 
†HYMN 147  (Red Hymnal; hymn reprinted on next page) 
 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel Veni Emmanuel 
 
 
†BENEDICTION AND CHORAL RESPONSE 
 Rejoice! Rejoice! Veni Emmanuel 
  
 
†POSTLUDE    
  Savior of  the Nations, Come!  Paul Manz, 1919-2009 
      
 

Please join us in the Social Room afterward for refreshments and fellowship. 

 

The flowers are given to the glory of  God and in loving memory of  my mother,  
Anne Amonette Leys, by Sallie Leys.  

 
 
 



Music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-715262. 



WORSHIP NOTES 

Hearing Aids and Large-Print Hymnals are available from the ushers. 

As one body of  Christ, composed of  diverse individuals bound together by the Holy Spirit: 
 
We will share the Gospel in an intellectually rigorous manner that does not belittle doubt yet calls all to 
acknowledge their need for God’s grace offered through Jesus Christ. We will endeavor to fulfill Christ’s 
commandment to go and make disciples of  all nations. 
 
 - from our 2012 Vision Statement  

 
Music Notes 

 

Although Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) composed the bulk of  his organ works during his 
youthful years, it was only during the last decade or so of  his life that he brought any of  his organ 
works into print. Among Bach’s favorite organ works were his Schübler Chorales, named after the 
engraver of  the set, Johann Georg Schübler. These were a collection of  six chorale transcriptions 
from his choral cantatas. Today’s prelude is a work Bach transcribed from a tenor aria from his 
own Advent Cantata No. 140. Bach combines the catchy, dance-like ritornello with the phrases of  
the chorale in highly ingenious ways. It is no coincidence that conductors Ferrucio Busoni, 
Leopold Stokowski, Wilhelm Kempff, and others later made appealing piano and orchestral 
transcriptions of  this work, earning it the epithet “The King of  Chorales.” 
 
Blest Be the God of  Israel is a paraphrase of  the Benedictus in Luke 1:68-79. The anthem’s text is by 
Michael Perry, who was one of  the United Kingdom’s leading hymn writers of  the twentieth 
century. The melody is based on the hymn tune MERLE’S TUNE, composed by Hal Hopson in 
1983 and named for Hopson’s oldest sister, Merle, who was his first piano teacher. 
 
Paul Manz (1919-2009) was an American composer for choir and organ who long served the 
church as a recitalist, a teacher, and a leader in worship. His most famous organ works are his 
volumes of  neo-Baroque chorale preludes and partitas from where today’s postlude comes. It is a 
short and lively toccata on the German Advent hymn tune NUN KOMM, DER HEIDEN HEILAND 
(Presbyterian Hymnal, #14). 

We are grateful to have you join in worship with us this morning. We are a historic Presbyterian 
church, having celebrated our centennial anniversary in 2015. God has been immensely faithful for 
over 100 years, and we are eager to step faithfully into the future God has for us! We continue for-
ward by walking in light of  our mission which was adopted in 2012: to train grateful disciples of  
Christ, by doing justice, loving mercy, and walking humbly with our God. May you be blessed 
through worship and fellowship this morning.  



 
 
Advent: Advent simply means “coming.” The church observes the season of  Advent from Sunday, 
November 27, to Saturday, December 24. During this time, we both remember Jesus’s coming among 
us in this world, and we anticipate his second coming – the time when God’s kingdom will be fully 
made known on earth as it is in heaven.  
Below are a few details and dates related to the season: 
 
The Advent Wreath: Different families light a candle from the Advent Wreath each week in worship. By 
the fourth Sunday in Advent we will have lit the candles of  Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love. On Christmas 
Eve, we then light the Christ candle which sits in the center of  the wreath surrounded by the other 
four candles.  
 
The 84th Annual Candlelight Service: A uniquely beautiful worship service happening on Sunday, Decem-
ber 18, at 5:00 p.m. in the church sanctuary.   
 
The Christmas Eve Service:  This service is offered on Saturday, December 24, at 5:00 p.m. in the sanctu-
ary. Childcare is available.  
 
Christmas Morning Service: Christmas falls on a Sunday this year. We will have our normal service of  wor-
ship, but the time of  the service will be 10:00 a.m. This service time change is only for the Christmas 
Morning service. Also, there will not be Sunday School or childcare on this particular morning.  
 
 
Holiday Decorating and Poinsettias: Join in the fun on December 10 at 8:30 a.m. to help decorate 
the church – bring “greens” if  available. Also, don’t forget: December 5 is the deadline for ordering 
poinsettias! 
 
Glass Office Greeters Needed: We need folks who can sign up to open the door for people on the 
following Wednesday Nights: November 30, December 7, and December 14. It’s a great way to express 
a little hospitality and say hey to folks coming in for supper. If  you are available, please sign up in the 
Glass Office. Thanks! If  you have any questions, see Phil Coltrain. 
 
PEOPLE Group Meeting: The PEOPLE Group will be meeting on December 10 at 6:00 p.m. at the 
home of  John and Joy Nevin. Come and be a part of  this festive and fun evening! Please bring one of  
the following to serve 10 adults: hors d’oeuvres, main dish, vegetable, salad, bread, or dessert. If  you 
have any questions, please contact the Nevins at 784-2046. 
 
 

 
 
 

WELCOME TO GRACE COVENANT 

     General Announcements 



Mission and Justice 

 

STEP’s annual Christmas Store is coming up on December 3!  For the store, we collect new, un-
wrapped toys, books, games and other gifts with the purchase price indicated on them.  We then sell 
them to the parents and caretakers of  children in Gilpin Court and other low income communities for 
half  price or less.  In this way, we give parents the dignity of  providing for their own children.  The pro-
ceeds from the store are used to purchase additional gifts which are available to the parents during the 
week following the store, and any surplus from this is used for other STEP programs throughout the 
year.  Donations can be brought to the stage in the Fellowship Hall.  
The deadline for donations is November 30. 

 
Christian Education and Discipleship 

The nursery crib room and Sunday School are available for children ages 2 and up. 
Sunday School is held every Sunday from 9:45-10:30 a.m.  

 

Nursery Class (~0-2), Room 103: Frolic is a new trial experience for us. In the past, our youngest 
Presbyterians have relied on the loving care of  our caregivers to show them the love of  Christ. And, 
week to week, they do a spectacular job. This fall we will be experimenting with a new curriculum to 
help lend some guidance and provide new material into what the caregivers are naturally doing. We’re 
excited to bring this to our Nursery! 

 

Pre-K (~2/3-6), Room 102: Spark is Bible-centered programming at its best. Kids of  all ages interact 
with the Bible in every lesson. With hands-on activities such as interactive games and creative crafts—
Spark makes learning exciting. Lessons in five age brackets allow us to meet the needs of  a wide age 
range with one curriculum.  

 
Elementary, Room 209: Holy Moly follows the arc of  the biblical narrative. Kids of  all ages interact 
with the Bible in every lesson. Animated videos of  the Bible stories don’t use narration. Instead, visuals 
and sound effects give kids the opportunity to retell the story in their own words. Holy Moly printed re-
sources are available—making it equally engaging for younger and older kids. After class, Holy Moly kids 
walk away retelling the stories they’ve learned and take home completed activities to share with their 
family.  

 

Student Mentoring Class, Room 301: This fall and winter, Pastor Christopher will be working closely 
with our students on a teen-led project. Come up to the loft at 9:45 every Sunday morning to join in and 
contribute. We need your student leadership in our church family, and our community! Let's see what 
God has in store for us. 
 

Good Books, Third Floor (Room 303): All are invited to dive into these theological books with us. 
Last spring we had a chance to learn from Martin Luther King, Jr.'s Strength to Love,  Luther's The Freedom 
of  a Christian, and Calvin's The Christian Life. This class is studying the Book of  Job from Nov. 13 to Dec. 
18. Reading ahead enlivens the discussion, but all are welcome even if  unable to check out the week's 
reading. If  you'd like to get on our email list, simply contact Nelson Reveley at nmr2uf@virginia.edu.  



 

The Forum of  Grace Class, Second Floor (Room 212):  This class will be diving into a study of  the 
Miracles of  Jesus Christ. Come and take part in this study about the most incredible parts of  Jesus' 
ministry, healing, casting out demons, feeding thousands, and bringing folks back from the dead! It's an 
incredible part of  the Incredible Story.  

 

The Vanguard Class, Basement (Room B4): This class meets in Room B4. Nate McKinnon is cur-
rently leading the study on The Ten Commandments. 

Wednesday Night Supper  
Save yourself the midweek hassle of cooking dinner and come join us Wednesday nights at 6:00 p.m. for a 
time of growth in fellowship and faith! Every night we'll have arts and crafts for the kids, timely announce-
ments, worship preparation cards for the coming Sunday, and either faith-infused live music, a trivia night, or 
an excellent speaker! $7 per person, $5 for seniors (over 65), and $15 max per family.  
 
This Week’s Program: Come hear about Martha’s trip to Uganda this summer.  Martha and other Church of 
the Epiphany members who traveled with Father John to his homeland this summer will share their experi-
ences. 
  
This Week’s Meal:  
  
Snack: Cheese and Crackers 
Salad: Winter Kale Salad 
Entrée: Shrimp and Grits 
Dessert: Red Velvet Cake 
  
Looking Forward: 
  
December 7, 2016   Holly Follies  
 
December 14, 2016   A Preschool Noel (the last WNS until January) 

 

 



CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER 
Lord, hear our prayer for...   

Nancy States in her recovery from shoulder surgery; John Nevin as he recovers from back 
surgery; Elizabeth Russell and family as they grieve the passing of  Elizabeth’s father, Dr. 
William Russell; Jack Corley’s daughter, Suzanne Corley; Rosie Turner; Ann Pais’ 
daughter-in-law, Jane Pais, with cancer; Susan Farrell’s father, Jim, facing health issues;  
Cynthia Holmes’ mother, Constance Lockman; the Holmes family after the recent 
passing of  Cynthia’s grandmother; George Turner; Dr. Carl and Mrs. Jo McMillin; Steve 
Cobb and his family; Carol Ann Moorhead-George, daughter of  Logan R. Moorhead, who is 
fighting Lyme Disease; Stuart Chapman, David Russell, and all who are serving in our 
nation’s Armed Forces. 

 

1627 Monument Avenue • Richmond, Virginia 23220 • 804-359-2463 
Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 9:00 a.m.-3:30 p.m.; Wednesday 9:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Friday 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon 

Email: info@grace-covenant.org    Website: www.grace-covenant.org    
Radio: WLES 590 AM & 97.7 FM • Live Streaming www.truthnetwork.com (Click “Listen Live,” then “Richmond, Virginia”) 

 
Pastor: Bobby Hulme-Lippert     Child Development Center Director: Nicole Flournoy 
Associate Pastor for Christian Education: Christopher Tweel  Administrative Support: Martha Rubin 
Director of Music and Organist: Christopher Martin   Office Manager: Meredith Bond    
Parish Associate for Outreach & Adult Discipleship: Nelson Reveley   

Sunday Morning Openers 

November 27 - Pete Sizemore 

December 4 - Rick Nochta 

December 11 - Rob Rosebro 

December 18 - Kent Cardwell 

Our worship service is broadcast live from 11:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon on WLES 590 AM and 
97.7 FM and is streamed live on www.truthnetwork.com (press “Listen Live,” then select 
“Richmond”).   
 
For podcasts, go to www.grace-covenant.org, click on “Worship,” then the pull-down “Sermons 
Online” and select the Full Service, Sunday Sermons, or Special Performances you wish to 
hear. The podcasts are uploaded within an hour of  the end-of-broadcast. 
   
For Audio CDs, leave a note to the Radio Room in the Glass Office or call the main church office 
359-2463. There is no charge for this service, but any contributions to “The Radio Fund” are 
greatly appreciated and will help to assure the continuation of  this ministry. 

Fellowship Hour 

November 27 - Cheryl and James Atchison  

December 4 - Katherine and Brian Baird  

December 11 - RoseMarie and Walter Bundy 

December 18 - Lisa and Kent Cardwell 
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