
GRACE COVENANT 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Awakening a Love for Christ in the Heart of  Richmond   

                                                                             

November 23, 2016 Thanksgiving Eve 7:00 p.m. 
 
      

†Please stand for these parts of the service. 
 

WE GATHER TO GLORIFY GOD 

 
PRELUDE 
  We Gather Together  Craig Phillips, b. 1961 
   
†CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Psalm 105:1-4, 7)                       

  
 One:  Give thanks to the Lord;  
  call on His name;  
  make the deeds of  the Lord known to all the people! 
 All:  For the Lord our God is faithful to a thousand generations! 
  
 One:  Sing praises to the Lord;  
  tell of  the Lord's wonderful works,  
  and glory in His holy name!  
  Let those who seek the Lord rejoice! 
 All:  For the Lord our God is faithful to a thousand generations! 
  
 One:  Search for God, and for His strength.  
  Seek the presence of  the Lord continually. 
 All:  For the Lord our God is faithful to a thousand generations! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
] 



†HYMN 551 (Blue Hymnal) 
 Come, Ye Thankful People, Come St. George’s Windsor 
 
†PRAYER OF CONFESSION (IN UNISON)               
  

Gracious Creator,  
All that we have is a gift, 
but too often we take those gifts for granted,  
or as something to which we are entitled. 
 
You call us to live in caring community, 
but too often we place our wants and needs first,  
with those of  others a distant second. 
 
You call us to share Your gifts with the world around us, 
but we are worried that there may not be enough,  
and our worrying gets in the way of  our sharing. 
 
For all the times when we mistreat and misuse Your gifts, 
for all the times we assume that we get what we have by ourselves, 
forgive us. 
 
By Your grace, renew us that we might live generously 
and fully in gratitude to You. Amen. 

 

 
†ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 
†GLORIA PATRI 579 (Blue Hymnal)  Greatorex 
    

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Bobby Hulme-Lippert 
  
OLD TESTAMENT READING Psalm 100:1-5  Holy Bible, p. 541 OT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 67:1-3, 5, 7-8 Richard Proulx

  The Earth Has Yielded Its Fruits  by Richard Proulx (1937-2010) ©  1986 G.I.A. Publications, Inc.    

Reprinted with permission under OneLicense.net #A-715262. 

 1. God, be gracious and bless us   3. The earth has yielded its fruit 
    and let your face shed its light upon us.   for God, our God, has blessed us.
 So will your ways be known upon earth  May God still give us his blessing 
    and all nations learn your saving help.   till the ends of  the earth revere him.                                                
       (refrain)                                          (refrain) 
  
 2. Let the nations be glad and exult 
       for you rule the earth with justice, 
    with fairness you rule the peoples, 
               you guide the nations on earth.   (refrain) 
 
  

NEW TESTAMENT READING            Matthew 11:25-30        Holy Bible, pp. 889-890 NT 
 
 

HOMILY                                “Knobs, Handles, and Hallelujah!”     Bobby Hulme-Lippert 

 
 
 
 

 

†HYMN 524 (Red Hymnal)      
 We Plow the Fields                                                                  Dresden 
 
†APOSTLES’ CREED (IN UNISON)                                      Bobby Hulme-Lippert 
 

 In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, 
 we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks  
 and to live holy and joyful lives,  
 even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth,  
 praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” 
 With believers in every time and place,  
 we rejoice that nothing in life or in death  
 can separate us from the love of  God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
        - The Brief  Statement of  Faith PC(USA) 



PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts,  
 as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
 and the glory, for ever. Amen.  

 
 
PRESENTATION OF TITHES, OFFERINGS, AND GIFTS     
 

 

ANTHEM 

         Look at the World John Rutter, b. 1945 
   

 

 Look at the world, everything all around us: Look at the world, and marvel every day. 
 Look at the world: so many joys and wonders So many miracles along our way. 
 
 Praise to thee, O Lord, for all creation, Give us thankful hearts, that we may see: 
 All the gifts we share, and every blessing, All things come of  thee. 
 
 Look at the earth bringing forth fruit and flower; Look at the sky, the sunshine and the rain; 
 Look at the hills, look at the trees and mountains, Valley and flowing river, field and plain: (refrain) 
 Think of  the spring, think of  the warmth of  summer Bringing the harvest before the winter’s  
 cold. Everything grows, everything has a season, Till it is gathered to the Father’s fold: (refrain) 
 Every good gift, all that we need and cherish Comes from the Lord in token of  his love; 
 We are his hands, stewards of  all his bounty; His is the earth, and his the heavens above: (refrain) 
 
 

†DOXOLOGY 592 (Blue Hymnal)                                                            Old Hundredth

                    
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;   
 Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
 Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;   
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
†PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

  
†HYMN 554 (Blue Hymnal) 
 Let All Things Now Living The Ash Grove 
 
†BENEDICTION  
  
†POSTLUDE                 
 Song of  Thanksgiving        Johann Sebastian Bach, 1685-1750 


