
GRACE COVENANT 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Awakening a Love for Christ in the Heart of  Richmond   

                                                                             

November 13, 2016 Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 10:55 a.m. 
 
      

Please fill out the communication card and place it in the offering plate during the offertory. 

†Please stand for these parts of  the service. 
 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

WE GATHER TO GLORIFY GOD 

 
PRELUDE 
  Méditation  Louis Vierne, 1870-1937 
    

 
†CALL TO WORSHIP                          Christopher Tweel 
 

 One: As we enter into worship on this day,  
  we come seeking what God’s will is for us. 
 All:   Our job as followers of  Christ is to love others, 
 One: to love others without stopping to inquire whether or not they are worthy. 
 All:   What God asks us to do is to love, 
 One:  and this love itself  will render both ourselves and our neighbors worthy. 
 All:   This love itself  will render all worthy by the Grace of  Jesus Christ. 
  Amen. 

 

 Adapted from a letter from Thomas Merton, quoted in Catholic Voices in a World on 
 Fire (2005) by Stephen Hand. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
] 



†HYMN 15 (Red Hymnal) 
 Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above Mit Freuden zart 

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-715262. 



†PRAYER OF CONFESSION (IN UNISON)               
  
 Gracious God, we thank you for making one human family of  all the peoples of  the earth 
 and for creating all the wonderful diversity of  cultures. Enrich our lives by ever-widening 
 circles of  fellowship and show us your presence in those who differ most from us. Free us 
 from the bondage that denies the humanity of  every human being and the prejudices 
 within us that deny the dignity of  those who are oppressed: Lord, set us free. Lord, have 
 mercy. Forgive those of  us who have been silent and apathetic in the face of  intolerance, 
 both overt and subtle, public and private. And take away the arrogance and hatred that 
 infect our hearts. Break down the walls that separate us. And help us to find that unity that 
 is the fruit of  righteousness and will enable us to become your beloved community. 
 Empower us to speak boldly for justice and truth and love and help us to deal with one 
 another without hatred or bitterness, working together with mutual forbearance and 
 respect. Only in your grace can we work through our struggles and confusion to 
 accomplish your purposes. Amen. Time of  silent confession. 
 

†ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 
†GLORIA PATRI 579 (Blue Hymnal)  Greatorex 
 
JUNIOR CHOIR 
  Be Strong in the Lord  Brad Nix, b. 1975 
 
  Be strong in the Lord. Trust Him in all of  your ways. Serve Him for all of  your days. 
  Whatever path you travel, wherever you may go,  
  God will be your Shepherd. You’ll never walk alone.  
  Mountains may rise before you. Storms may be fierce and strong. 
  Shadows may gather ´round you when the night is long. 
     

At this time, children 6 years old and younger are invited to come to the front of the sanctuary with Reverend Christopher Tweel.  
Rev. Tweel will lead worship with the children in the chapel. They will be in "Children's Chapel" for the remainder of the morning  

and will be in Room 102 for pickup.  
 

WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Christopher Tweel 
  
OLD TESTAMENT READING Exodus 20:2, 17 Holy Bible, p. 65 
  

NEW TESTAMENT READING Mark 7:1-23  Holy Bible, p. 919 
 
SERMON “The Heart of  the Matter” Bobby Hulme-Lippert 

 



RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
 

 

†HYMN 366 (Blue Hymnal)  
 Jesus, Thy Boundless Love to Me St. Catherine 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-715262. 



†APOSTLES’ CREED (IN UNISON)                               Bobby Hulme-Lippert 
 

 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of  heaven and earth,  
 And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
 born of  the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and  
  buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he  
 ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of  God the Father Almighty;     
 from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  
 I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of  saints;  
 the forgiveness of  sins; the resurrection of  the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  

 Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts,  
 as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
 and the glory, for ever. Amen.  

 

WE GIVE THANKS TO GOD 
  
PRESENTATION OF TITHES, OFFERINGS, AND GIFTS     
 

ANTHEM 

         Psalm 150 Peter Anglea, b. 1988 
   

 

 Praise ye the Lord in His sanctuary, praise ye the Lord in the firmament. 
 Praise Him for His mighty acts, and praise Him for His excellent greatness. 
 Praise Him with the sound of  the trumpet: praise Him with the psaltery and harp. 
 Praise Him with timbrel and dance: praise Him with stringed instruments. 
 Praise Him with organs. Praise Him with cymbals. Praise Him with high sounding cymbals. 
 Let every thing that hath breath praise the Lord. Praise ye the Lord! 
 
 

 

†DOXOLOGY 592 (Blue Hymnal)                                                            Old Hundredth

                    
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;   
 Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
 Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;   
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
 
†PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

  



WE GO FORTH TO LOVE AND SERVE 
 
†HYMN 145 (Blue Hymnal; hymn reprinted on next page) 
 Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart! Marion 
 
†BENEDICTION AND CHORAL RESPONSE 
 Cast Thy Burden upon the Lord Felix Mendelssohn 
  
†POSTLUDE    
  Toccata on “Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart”  Albert Travis, b. 1940 
      
 

Please join us in the Social Room afterward for refreshments and fellowship. 

 
The flowers are given to the glory of  God 

 and in memory of  Beth Coltrain by the family.  
 
 
 



Music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-715262. 



WORSHIP NOTES 

Hearing Aids and Large-Print Hymnals are available from the ushers. 

As one body of  Christ, composed of  diverse individuals bound together by the Holy Spirit: 
 
We will grow in the faith by training ourselves and our children to be intimately familiar not only with 
Scripture and our Reformed heritage, but also with their unwavering relevance for our lives and 
humanity today. We will build up the body of  Christ until all of  us come to the unity of  the faith and of  
the knowledge of  the Son of  God, so that we may no longer be tossed to and fro by the waves and 
carried about by every wind of  new teaching. - from our 2012 Vision Statement  

Music Notes 

Louis Vierne (1870-1937) is best known as a composer and organist at Notre-Dame in Paris, France, a 
post he held from 1900 until his death in 1937. During a recording session at Notre-Dame in Paris, in 
1929 or 1930, Vierne made phonograph recordings of  six works of  Bach, three of  his own 
compositions, and three improvisations. His Méditation from the three improvisations was transcribed 
from a phonograph record by Maurice Duruflé. 

Brad Nix (b. 1975) currently serves as Associate Professor of  Piano and Chair of  the Music 
Department at Sterling College, located in Sterling, Kansas. His newly composed children’s anthem Be 
Strong in the Lord is based on Joshua 1:9 and Ephesians 6:10 and reminds us to trust in the Lord wherever 
our paths may lead. 

An emerging young composer, Peter Anglea (pronounced “angel”; b. 1988) is a graduate of  Bob Jones 
University in Greenville, South Carolina. He currently serves as the assistant music director at 
Community Baptist Church of  Greer, South Carolina. Psalm 150 was commissioned by the Greenville 
Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church in Greenville. The anthem is a vigorous combination of  
scripture and piano accompaniment which results in an enthusiastic setting of  the psalm. 

Dr. Albert L. Travis (b. 1940) is Distinguished Professor Emeritus of  Organ at Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas, and currently serves as the Director of  Music and Organist 
at Broadway Baptist Church in Fort Worth. His Toccata on “Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart” is splendorous setting 
on a well-known hymn tune, set in the same style as Louis Vierne’s Final from the First Organ 
Symphony. 

We are grateful to have you join in worship with us this morning. We are a historic Presbyterian 
church, having celebrated our centennial anniversary in 2015. God has been immensely faithful for 
over 100 years, and we are eager to step faithfully into the future God has for us! We continue for-
ward by walking in light of  our mission which was adopted in 2012: to train grateful disciples of  
Christ, by doing justice, loving mercy, and walking humbly with our God. May you be blessed 
through worship and fellowship this morning.  

Handbell Choir Ringing Dates 

Sunday, November 20 

Sunday, December 18 (Candlelight Carol Service) 

 

Junior Choir Singing Dates 

Sunday, November 13 

Sunday, December 18 (Candlelight Carol Service) 



 
 
Pledges for 2017: Thank you to those of you who have made your pledge for the 2017 GCPC Mission and 
Ministry! Your generosity allows us to continue God’s mission as we step into our 102nd year together. To date 
we have 97 pledges totaling $378,790. If you have not submitted your pledge, you may do so by filling out one 
of the pledge cards in the pew rack and placing it in the offering plate or by submitting it to the church office.  
 

Church Budget and Pledge Data from 2015 and 2016: The Finance Committee has put together a one-page 
document with insights about the church budget as well as pledge data from 2015 and 2016. Copies of that 
summary are located on the table in the Narthex and on the table directly across from the social room. Please 
let the Finance Committee (James Atchison, Chair; Everett Reveley, Treasurer) know if you have any ques-
tions. 

 
Glass Office Greeters Needed: We need folks who can sign up to open the door for people on the following 
Wednesday Nights: November 23 and November 30. It’s a great way to express a little hospitality and say hey 
to folks coming in for supper. If you are available, please sign up in the Glass Office. Thanks! If you have any 
questions, see Phil Coltrain. 
 

Parking Notice: When parking in the back parking lot at Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church, please make 
sure you are pulling fully into your spot and that the alleyways remain completely unobstructed. This is ex-
tremely important so as to allow for clear traffic flow but will also provide helpful to some of our neighbors 
that have garage spaces which open up onto the alley. Also, when driving through this area, please make sure 
you are paying close attention to all pedestrians and cars around you. Thank you for all of your help in this 
matter! 

 
Camp Hanover Men’s Retreat: Balancing the demands of work and family feels harder than it's ever been. 
What does community, especially faith-based community, look like for men in today's networked world? Deep 
in the woods of Camp Hanover, we'll explore this topic together as we engage in some ancient communal ac-
tivities around campfires and BBQ pits. Our time together will begin with dinner at 6:00 p.m. on Friday, De-
cember 2, and end at 5:00 p.m. on Saturday, December 3. The cost for this retreat is $55 per person and in-
cludes lodging, three meals, and the programs.  

 

Mission and Justice 

 
STEP’s annual Christmas Store is coming up on December 3!  For the store, we collect new, unwrapped 
toys, books, games and other gifts with the purchase price indicated on them.  We then sell them to the parents 
and caretakers of children in Gilpin Court and other low income communities for half price or less.  In this 
way, we give parents the dignity of providing for their own children.  The proceeds from the store are used to 
purchase additional gifts which are available to the parents during the week following the store, and any surplus 
from this is used for other STEP programs throughout the year.  Donations can be brought to the stage in the 
Fellowship Hall; the deadline for donations is November 30. 
 
 
 

WELCOME TO GRACE COVENANT 

     General Announcements 



Update from RISC: In September and early October, each of our congregations conducted listening meetings 
to ask, “Among your family or close friends, who is someone you worry about and why?” Stories about personal 
problems with transportation, elder care, and mental health were heard across many of our congregations. At 
the Community Problems Assembly at Ginter Park Presbyterian Church, all of the network members voted on 
the next issue that RISC will adopt and research (we will seek a solution to this problem at our Nehemiah Ac-
tion on May 1, 2017). Mental health won the vote and will become the problem area that we address this year. 

 
Christian Education and Discipleship 

The nursery crib room and Sunday School are available for children ages 2 and up. 
Sunday School is held every Sunday from 9:45-10:30 a.m.  

 
Nursery Class (~0-2), Room 103: Frolic is a new trial experience for us. In the past, our youngest Presbyteri-
ans have relied on the loving care of our caregivers to show them the love of Christ. And, week to week, they do 
a spectacular job. This fall we will be experimenting with a new curriculum to help lend some guidance and pro-
vide new material into what the caregivers are naturally doing. We’re excited to bring this to our Nursery! 

 

Pre-K (~2/3-6), Room 102: Spark is Bible-centered programming at its best. Kids of all ages interact with the 
Bible in every lesson. With hands-on activities such as interactive games and creative crafts—Spark makes learn-
ing exciting. Lessons in five age brackets allow us to meet the needs of a wide age range with one curriculum.  

 
Elementary, Room 209: Holy Moly follows the arc of the biblical narrative. Kids of all ages interact with the 
Bible in every lesson. Animated videos of the Bible stories don’t use narration. Instead, visuals and sound effects 
give kids the opportunity to retell the story in their own words. Holy Moly printed resources are available—
making it equally engaging for younger and older kids. After class, Holy Moly kids walk away retelling the stories 
they’ve learned and take home completed activities to share with their family.  

 

Student Mentoring Class, Room 301: This fall and winter, Pastor Christopher will be working closely with our 
students on a teen-led project. Come up to the loft at 9:45 every Sunday morning to join in and contribute. We 
need your student leadership in our church family, and our community! Let's see what God has in store for us. 
 

Good Books, Third Floor (Room 303): All are invited to dive into these theological books with us. Last 
spring we had a chance to learn from Martin Luther King, Jr.'s Strength to Love,  Luther's The Freedom of a Christian, 
and Calvin's The Christian Life. This fall we will have a chance to check out N. T. Wright's Scripture and the Authori-
ty of God from Sept. 18 to Nov. 6 and then will launch into the Book of Job from Nov. 13 to Dec. 18. Reading 
ahead enlivens the discussion, but all are welcome even if unable to check out the week's reading. If you'd like to 
get on our email list, simply contact Nelson Reveley at nmr2uf@virginia.edu.  

 

The Forum of Grace Class, Second Floor (Room 212):  This class will be diving into a study of the Miracles 
of Jesus Christ. Come and take part in this study about the most incredible parts of Jesus' ministry, healing, cast-
ing out demons, feeding thousands, and bringing folks back from the dead! It's an incredible part of the Incredi-
ble Story.  

 

The Vanguard Class, Basement (Room B4): This class meets in Room B4. Nate McKinnon is currently lead-
ing the study on The Ten Commandments. 

 



Wednesday Night Supper  
Save yourself the midweek hassle of cooking dinner and come join us Wednesday nights at 6:00 p.m. for a 
time of growth in fellowship and faith! Every night we'll have arts and crafts for the kids, timely announce-
ments, worship preparation cards for the coming Sunday, and either faith-infused live music, a trivia night, or 
an excellent speaker! $7 per person, $5 for seniors (over 65), and $15 max per family.  
 
This Week’s Program: This week the Carol Choir will be kicking off our evening with a performance. Later 
on after dinner, Charlie Ross will engage our imaginations with a magic show.   
  
This Week’s Meal:  
  
Snack: Kiwi Pops 
Salad: Strawberry Spinach Salad 
Entrée: Baked Ziti with Garlic Bread  
Dessert: Fruit Salad 
  
Looking Forward: 
  
November 23, 2016   Thanksgiving Meal and Worship  
 
November 30, 2016   Ugandan Mission Trip Report - Martha Rubin  
 
December 7, 2016   Holly Follies  
 
December 14, 2016   A Preschool Noel (the last WNS until spring) 

 

November 23: A Time to Give Thanks 
Traditionally our church hosts a "Thankgiving-esque" meal the week of Thanksgiving. It's a time to celebrate 
together and join in a special worship service that centers on our thankfulness for all that God has blessed us 
with and walked through with us in our lives this past year. This year we will be having our Thanksgiving Meal 
at 6:00 p.m. on November 23 followed by a Service of Thanksgiving at 7:00 p.m. in the Chapel. See you there! 



CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER 
Lord, hear our prayer for...   

John Nevin as he recovers from back surgery; Elizabeth Russell and family as they grieve the 
passing of  Elizabeth’s father, Dr. William Russell; Jack Corley’s daughter, Suzanne Corley; 
Rosie Turner; Ann Pais’ daughter-in-law, Jane Pais, with cancer; Susan Farrell’s father, Jim, 
facing health issues;  Cynthia Holmes’ mother, Constance Lockman; the Holmes family 
after the recent passing of  Cynthia’s grandmother; George Turner; Dr. Carl and Mrs. Jo 
McMillin; Steve Cobb and his family; Carol Ann Moorhead-George, daughter of  Logan R. 
Moorhead, who is fighting Lyme Disease; Stuart Chapman, David Russell, and all who are 
serving in our nation’s Armed Forces. 

 

1627 Monument Avenue • Richmond, Virginia 23220 • 804-359-2463 
Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 9:00 a.m.-3:30 p.m.; Wednesday 9:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Friday 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon 

Email: info@grace-covenant.org    Website: www.grace-covenant.org    
Radio: WLES 590 AM & 97.7 FM • Live Streaming www.truthnetwork.com (Click “Listen Live,” then “Richmond, Virginia”) 

 
Pastor: Bobby Hulme-Lippert     Child Development Center Director: Nicole Flournoy 
Associate Pastor for Christian Education: Christopher Tweel  Administrative Support: Martha Rubin 
Director of Music and Organist: Christopher Martin   Office Manager: Meredith Bond    
Parish Associate for Outreach & Adult Discipleship: Nelson Reveley   

Sunday Morning Openers 

November 13 - Jake Savage 

November 20 - Brian Baird 

November 27 - Pete Sizemore 

December 4 - Rick Nochta 

Our worship service is broadcast live from 11:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon on WLES 590 AM and 
97.7 FM and is streamed live on www.truthnetwork.com (press “Listen Live,” then select 
“Richmond”).   
 
For podcasts, go to www.grace-covenant.org, click on “Worship,” then the pull-down “Sermons 
Online” and select the Full Service, Sunday Sermons, or Special Performances you wish to 
hear. The podcasts are uploaded within an hour of  the end-of-broadcast. 
   
For Audio CDs, leave a note to the Radio Room in the Glass Office or call the main church office 
359-2463. There is no charge for this service, but any contributions to “The Radio Fund” are 
greatly appreciated and will help to assure the continuation of  this ministry. 

Fellowship Hour 

November 13 - Carol Wood 

November 20 - Sudie Wood 

November 27 - Cheryl and James Atchison  

December 4 - Katherine and Brian Baird  
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