
 

        Ordination Service of 

Christopher M. Tweel 

Hosted by The Presbytery of  The James 



GRACE COVENANT 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

          Awakening a Love for Christ in the Heart of  Richmond                                                                  
  

July 17, 2016      Ordination and Installation Service of  Christopher Tweel    4:00 p.m.  

†Please stand for these parts of  the service. 

WE GATHER TO GLORIFY GOD 

 

PRELUDES 
 
 Trio Sonata in D Major for Two Violins            Georg Philipp Telemann, 1681-1767 
 
 Sonata No. 12, op. 2, Ciacona in G Major                    Arcangelo Corelli, 1653-1713 
 
WELCOME                                 Aaron Houghton 

 
PRESENTATION OF THE CANDIDATE           Christopher Tweel 
  
†CALL TO WORSHIP                        Bobby Hulme-Lippert  
        
 Leader:  How should we love the Lord? 
 People:  With all our heart! 
 Leader:  So much sweeter than honey—even honey dripping  
   and straight from the comb—  
 People:  the instruction of  the Lord is sweeter. 
 Leader:  It nourishes our soul. 
 People:  So enter the house of  the Lord with gladness, 
 Leader:  with Joy, with Peace, with all that we are. 
 People:  We enter the Lord’s place and rejoice at the Word of  the Lord. 
 Leader:  We teach it to our children! 
 People:  The young and the elder alike:  
        we enter into the Worship of  our Lord. 
 Leader:  Come, friends, and Worship! 
 People:  Amen!  



†HYMN 443 (Blue Hymnal)   
 O Christ, the Great Foundation                                                             Aurelia 
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†PRAYER OF CONFESSION (IN UNISON)               Ray Davis 
 
 In a world of  terror and confusion, Lord, we have to admit that we do not do 
 enough to ensure that a people in pain recognize you, and the Grace of  your 
 Son Jesus Christ. Not because we are inactive, not because we do not work our 
 fingers to the bone in our efforts of  justice. And not because we do not give 
 from our places of  blessings. But, instead, because we shy away from the real 
 work of  approaching situations which make us afraid. We allow our fear of  the 
 unknown to control our motives. We allow our fear of  change to hinder our 
 reaching out in real love. We fail to sacrifice our fear and hear your repeated 
 words of  call in each of  our lives: “Fear Not. Follow Me.”  

 Put our heart in the place of  the persecuted, Lord. From our place of  blessing 
 give us a ferocious desire to claim your Love in every situation: for every person 
 killed, for every oppressive  word, for every bigoted motion, and for every recal-
 citrant mood. Shake our foundation, incinerate our fear, and lift us out of  our 
 place of  formlessness to your incredible Light.  

 Weep with us in our sorrow, rejoice with us in our reconciliation, and inspire us 
 to become teachers of  the Grace of  your Son Jesus Christ. 

 Amen. 

 Take a few moments of  silent reflection.  
 
†ASSURANCE OF PARDON               Bobby Hulme-Lippert 
 
†GLORIA PATRI 579 (Blue Hymnal)                Greatorex 
 
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
 world without end. Amen, Amen. 

 
WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION             Joanne Hull  
   
OLD TESTAMENT READING Deuteronomy 6:4-12         Holy Bible, pp. 162-163 

  



RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 100 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth Enter his gates with thanksgiving, 
 Worship the LORD with gladness;  and his courts with praise. 
 come into his presence with singing.  Give thanks to him,  
Know that the LORD is God.     bless his name. 
 It is he that made us,     For the LORD is good; 
 and we are his sheep of  his pasture.  his steadfast love endures forever, 
      (Refrain)  and his faithfulness to all  
         generations.        (Refrain) 
 

 

NEW TESTAMENT READINGS  Luke 22:14-19; 23:39-43  Holy Bible, pp. 962-963; p. 965 

         1 Corinthians 4:1-2               Holy Bible, p. 1042 

 
 
SERMON                      “Don’t Forget to Remember”                     Dean K. Thompson 
 
 

RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

 

†HYMN (Printed on the following page)              

 Rise, O Church, Like Christ Arisen           Surge Ecclesia 
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†THE BELHAR CONFESSION (IN UNISON)                                 Aaron Houghton

  
 We believe in one holy, universal Christian church, the communion of  saints 
 called from the entire human family.   

We believe…  
that Christ's work of  reconciliation is made manifest in the church as the com-
munity of  believers who have been reconciled with God and with one another;  
that unity is, therefore, both a gift and an obligation for the church of  Jesus 
Christ;  
that through the working of  God's Spirit it is a binding force, yet simultaneously 
a reality which must be earnestly pursued and sought: one which the people of  
God must continually be built up to attain;  
that this unity must become visible so that the world may believe that separa-
tion, enmity and hatred between people and groups is sin which Christ has al-
ready conquered, and accordingly that anything which threatens this unity may 
have no place in the church and must be resisted;  
that this unity can be established only in freedom and not under constraint; that 
the variety of  spiritual gifts, opportunities, backgrounds, convictions, as well as 
the various languages and cultures, are by virtue of  the reconciliation in Christ, 
opportunities for mutual service and enrichment within the one visible people 
of  God;  
that true faith in Jesus Christ is the only condition for membership of  this 

church. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER           

  

WE GIVE THANKS TO GOD 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES, OFFERINGS, AND GIFTS         
The offering today has been directed by The Presbytery to go toward the COM Pastor's Fund, which makes funds available to  

pastors in the POJ who are in need. Thank you for supporting this excellent cause with your offerings and gifts.  
 
ANTHEM 
 Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us     Lloyd Larson, b. 1954 
 
†DOXOLOGY 592 (Blue Hymnal)                                                Old Hundredth   

                                 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
 Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;  
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 



†PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION 
 
STATEMENT ON ORDINATION                                     Bobby Hulme-Lippert  
 
CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTIONS TO THE CANDIDATE                            Ray Davis  

 

Do you trust in the Lord Jesus Christ your Savior, acknowledge him Lord of  all 
and Head of  the church, and through him believe in one God, Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit? 
I do. 
 
Do you accept the Scriptures of  the Old and New Testaments to be, by the Holy 
Spirit, the unique and authoritative witness to Jesus Christ in the Church univer-
sal, and God ’s Word to you? 
I do. 
 
Do you sincerely receive and adopt the essential tenets of  the Reformed faith as 
expressed in the confessions of  our church as authentic and reliable expositions 
of  what Scripture leads us to believe and do, and will you be instructed and led by 
those confessions as you lead the people of  God? 
I do and I will. 
 
Will you be a minister of  the Word and Sacrament in obedience to Jesus Christ, 
under the authority of  Scripture and continually guided by the confessions? 
I will. 
 
Will you be governed by our church’s polity, and will you abide by its discipline? 
Will you be a friend among your colleagues in ministry, working with them, sub-
ject to the ordering of  God’s Word and Spirit? 
I will. 
 
Will you in your own life seek to follow the Lord Jesus Christ, love your neigh-
bors, and work for the reconciliation of  the world? 
I will. 
 
Do you promise to further the peace, unity, and purity of  the church? 
I do. 



Will you seek to serve the people with energy, intelligence, imagination, and love? 
I will. 
 
Will you be a faithful minister, proclaiming the good news in Word and Sacra-
ment, teaching faith, and caring for people? Will you be active in government and 
discipline, serving in the governing bodies of  the church, and in your ministry 
will you try to show the love and justice of  Jesus Christ? 
I will. 

 
CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTIONS TO THE CONGREGATION           Shannon Waite 
 
PRAYER OF ORDINATION/INSTALLATION AND LAYING ON OF HANDS                                                    
                          Joanne Hull  
 
DECLARATION OF ORDINATION/INSTALLATION                 Bobby Hulme-Lippert  

 
CHARGE TO THE NEWLY ORDAINED/INSTALLED                                  Ray Davis  
 
PRESENTATION OF SYMBOLS OF MINISTRY                                           
 
BRIEF STATEMENT             Christopher Tweel  

 

WE GO FORTH TO LOVE AND SERVE 
 
†HYMN 429 (Blue Hymnal; hymn reprinted on the following page) 
 Lord, You Give the Great Commission                                                  Abbot’s Leigh 
 
CHARGE TO THE CONGREGATION                        Shannon Waite  
 
†BENEDICTION              Christopher Tweel  
 
†POSTLUDE    
 Grave (Fantasia “Piece d’orgue” BWV 574)         Johann Sebastian Bach, 1685-1750  
 

 

Everyone is invited to share in a reception in the Social Room at the conclusion of  the service. 
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THE COMMISSION 
   

Teaching Elders from the Presbytery of  The James 
 

Revered Bobby Hulme-Lippert, Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church 
Reverend Aaron Houghton, UKirk Ministry at V.C.U. 

Reverend Shannon Waite, U.M.W. Campus Christian Community, Fredericksburg, VA 
 

Guest Teaching Elders 
 

Reverend Joanne Hull, First Presbyterian Church, Spartanburg, SC 
Reverend Dean K. Thompson, Honorably Retired 

 
Ruling Elders 

 
          Ashley Milam, Overbrook Presbyterian Church   

    Jamila White, All Souls Presbyterian Church  
Ray Davis, Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church 

 
 
 

Musicians 
 

Jefferson Baroque: 
Christine Anderson, Baroque violin 
Raphael Seligmann, Baroque violin 

Blake Morris, viola da gamba 
Bob Gallagher, harpsichord  

 
The Grace Covenant Chancel Choir 

 
Christopher D. Martin, Director of  Music and Organist 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
A special thank you to Jefferson Baroque, Christopher Martin, and the Chancel 
Choir for their incredible ministry of  music! 
 
 
In lieu of  gifts to Christopher, he asks that donations be made to the Richmond 
Peace Education  Center (3500 Patterson Ave., Richmond, VA 23221), which Christo-
pher has been working with for the last year and a half. The RPEC work actively to 
build a more peaceful community in the Richmond, Virginia, area. For almost four 
decades they have been a leading voice for nonviolence and social justice. Through 
their workshops, public events, and education training, they make a difference in the 
region. In the past two years, they have independently or collaboratively produced 
nearly 100 events and programs reaching thousands of  people. 
 
 
Thank you to all of  our dear friends, colleagues, professors, teachers, and family who 
made the journey to be here with us today. Our lives have been incredibly blessed by 
your place in our hearts: alongside us in this journey of  ministry. We can never ade-
quately thank you for something that can never be repaid. You sowed life in our lives 
and urge us onward. You blessed us with love, and deep caring. You supported us 
emotionally and financially. Our ministry will continue to testify to the story of  your 
love, in the name of  Christ, poured out over us. We are rejoicing that you were able to 
share this special day with us! 
  
 With love,  
  
 Christopher and Leah 
 

1627 Monument Avenue • Richmond, Virginia 23220 • 804-359-2463 
Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 9:00 a.m.-3:30 p.m.; Wednesday 9:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Friday 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon 

Email: info@grace-covenant.org    Website: www.grace-covenant.org    
Radio: WLES 590 AM & 97.7 FM • Live Streaming www.truthnetwork.com (Click “Listen Live,” then “Richmond, Virginia”) 
 
Pastor: Bobby Hulme-Lippert     Child Development Center Director: Nicole Flournoy 
Director of Music: Christopher Martin      Administrative Support: Martha Rubin 
Associate Pastor for Christian Education: Christopher Tweel  Office Manager: Meredith Bond    
Parish Associate for Outreach & Adult Discipleship:  Nelson Reveley   
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