
GRACE COVENANT 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Awakening a Love for Christ in the Heart of  Richmond                                                                         
  

June 12, 2016 The Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 10:55 a.m. 
      

Please fill out the communication card and place it in the offering plate during the offertory. 

†Please stand for these parts of  the service. 
 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

WE GATHER TO GLORIFY GOD 
 
 

PRELUDE 
  Fantasie in E Flat  Camille Saint-Saëns, 1835-1921 
   
     
†CALL TO WORSHIP  Martha Reagan 
 
        
 One:  The voice of  the Lord flashes flames of  fire. 

 All:  Ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 

 One:  The voice of  the Lord shakes the wilderness! 

 All:  Worship the Lord in holy splendor. 

 One:  The Lord sits enthroned as sovereign forever. 

 All:  In God’s congregation, all say, “Glory!” 

 

 

 

 

 



†HYMN 11 (Red Hymnal)      
 Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty! Nicaea 
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†PRAYER OF CONFESSION (IN UNISON) 
   

 Holy God, 

 We confess that we often put ourselves before you. Your word declares that your 
 glory is all around us, but in our hurry we do not see. We are more attentive to our 
 everyday anxieties than we are to you. Rather than lift our souls to you, we let the 
 news, our selfish thoughts, and our priorities frame our hearts and minds. Forgive us. 
 Slow us to consider your glory and hear your word. Draw us into renewed wonder 
 and love for you and your way.  

 Take a few moments of  silent reflection. 

  
†ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 
†GLORIA PATRI 579 (Blue Hymnal)  Greatorex 
 
  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
  world without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 

 Children’s Church has wrapped up for the season and will not be meeting this Sunday or through the summer.  
Children’s worship will resume on September 11, 2016. 

WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  Martha Reagan
   

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 6:1-8    Holy Bible, p. 622 
   

NEW TESTAMENT READING Luke 5:1-11  Holy Bible, p. 939 
   

SERMON “It’s About God” Bobby Hulme-Lippert 

 



RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
 

 

†HYMN 467 (Blue Hymnal)              
 How Great Thou Art O Store Gud 
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†APOSTLES’ CREED (IN UNISON)                   Bobby Hulme-Lippert  

 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of  heaven and earth,  
 And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
 born of  the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and  
  buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he  
 ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of  God the Father Almighty;     
 from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  
 I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of  saints;  
 the forgiveness of  sins; the resurrection of  the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  

 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts,  
 as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
 and the glory, for ever. Amen. 



WE GIVE THANKS TO GOD 
  
PRESENTATION OF TITHES, OFFERINGS, AND GIFTS     
 

ANTHEM 

         Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether  Harold Friedell, 1905-1958 
 

Draw us in the Spirit’s tether, For when humbly in Thy name, 
Two or three are met together Thou are in the midst of  them; 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Touch we now Thy garment’s hem. 
 
As the brethren used to gather In the name of  Christ to sup, 
Then with thanks to God the Father Break the bread and bless the cup, 
Alleluia! Alleluia! So knit Thou our friendship up. 
 
All our meals and all our living Make as sacraments of  Thee, 
That by caring, helping, giving We may true disciples be. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! We will serve Thee faithfully.      — words, Percy Dearmer, 1931. 
      

†DOXOLOGY 592 (Blue Hymnal)                                                            Old Hundredth 

                                                                                      
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
 Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
†PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

WE GO FORTH TO LOVE AND SERVE 
 
†HYMN 525 (Blue Hymnal; hymn reprinted on opposite page) 
 Here I Am, Lord Here I Am 
 
†BENEDICTION AND CHORAL RESPONSE 
 God Be in My Head Raymond Weidner 
 

God be in my head, and in my understanding; God be in my eyes, and in my looking; 
God be in my mouth, and in my speaking; God be in my heart, and in my thinking;  

God be at my end, and at my departing.      —Sarum Primer, 1558 

 
†POSTLUDE    
 Choral Song Samuel Sebastian Wesley, 1810-1876 
 

Please join us in the Social Room following worship for refreshments and fellowship. 
The flowers are given to the glory of  God and in loving memory of   

Dr. and Mrs. John Newton Thomas by the family.  
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WORSHIP NOTES 

Hearing Aids and Large-Print Hymnals are available from the ushers.  

As one body of Christ, composed of diverse individuals bound together by the Holy Spirit: 

We will grow in the faith by training ourselves and our children to be intimately familiar not only with Scripture 
and our Reformed heritage, but also with their unwavering relevance for our lives and humanity today. We will 
build up the body of Christ until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of 
God, so that we may no longer be tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of new 
teaching. 

 from our 2012 Vision Statement  

Children and Families Are Always Welcome at GCPC! We know all kids can be wiggly and noisy. It’s okay! 
We’re glad that you and they are here. Please feel free to sit anywhere: up front where they can see; in the 
balcony where there is room to move around; or wherever is most convenient for you. Worship Bags and 
Binders are available in the narthex. Ask an usher or greeter! Children under 6 are welcome at any time for 
childcare in room 102. Our excellent nursery is in room 103 across from the Social Room. 
 

Music Notes 
 

Despite his modern fame, much of Camille Saint-Saëns’ (1835-1921) music was under-appreciated in his 
lifetime, and many of his organ works remain little known. Saint-Saëns’ first published organ work, the 
Fantasie in E flat major, has proved to be his most popular. The composer first played it in December 1857 at 
the inauguration of the newly rebuilt organ of Saint-Merri in Paris, where he had been appointed organist 
prior to coming to La Madeleine. The Fantasie is cast in two parts. The first half is both dreamy and stately, 
the writing masterly in its deft way of alternating chords on two manuals. When the second part begins, the 
mood changes abruptly—the organ suddenly adopts the "fiery" character, but also conveys a grandly epic 
manner. The music in the entire latter half is a mixture of the triumphant and festive, and features a 
colorfully virtuosic ending.  
 

Today, the Chancel Choir sings for the final time this season before taking a break for the summer. We 
thank them for their leadership in worship this season. Harold Friedell (1905-1958) had a long and 
distinguished career holding positions at several large churches in New Jersey and New York City, his last 
being organist choirmaster at St. Bartholomew's on Park Avenue. He also taught composition and 
improvisation at the School of Sacred Music of Union Theological Seminary. Friedell’s arrangement of the 
communion hymn Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether was published in 1957, although the hymn upon which the 
anthem is based was written in 1945. The text beautifully links the singers with the disciples who gathered 
with Christ at the table (Matthew 18:20).  
 

 Samuel Sebastian Wesley (1810-1876) was a church musician of Victorian England and was successively 

organist at the cathedrals of Hereford, Exeter, Winchester, and Gloucester. Choral Song is from a two-part 
voluntary. The first half  of  the work is a cheerful and tuneful movement set in C Major. The second 
half  of  the work is a grand fugue.  

We are grateful to have you join in worship with us this morning. We are an historic Presbyterian church, 
having celebrated our centennial anniversary in 2015. God has been immensely faithful for over 100 years, 
and we are eager to step faithfully into the future God has for us! We continue forward by walking in light 
of our mission which was adopted in 2012: to train grateful disciples of Christ, by doing justice, loving mer-
cy, and walking humbly with our God. May you be blessed through worship and fellowship this morning.  



PEOPLE Group Dinner: Come enjoy a meal and time of fellowship at Sid Yates’ house (5506 Country Creek 
Court) on Saturday, June 18, at 6:00 p.m. Please bring one of the following with enough to serve ten adults: 
hors d’oeuvres, main dish, vegetables, salad, bread, or dessert. If you have any questions, call Sid Yates at 387-
3677. 
 
 
 
 
 

Scotland Trip Meeting (June 25, 5:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall): Join us for a Pilgrimage fueled night 
of dinner and exploring this awesome trip. If you are interested in a trip to Scotland in 2017, plan on coming to 
this informational dinner and meeting. We’ll look at a few estimates for the trip, eat some haggis, and see what 
our needs are in getting ready for an incredible adventure together. Please RSVP to the church office if you can 
make the dinner. If you cannot make the dinner but are still interested in the trip, please contact Christopher at 
christopher@grace-covenant.org.  
 
 

Summer Suppers: Join us for a Wednesday evening meal this summer! 
Wednesday, June 29 (6:00 p.m.) at the Hulme-Lipperts’ house (2307 Floyd Ave., Richmond, VA 23220). Come 
for hotdogs and burgers! Suggested donation: $3 
Wednesday, July 27 (6:00 p.m.) at the Tweels’ house (7706 Anoka Rd., Richmond, VA 23229).   
Meal TBD. Suggested donation: $3 
Friday, August 26 (6:00 p.m.) at the Davids’ house (6000 McClellan Rd., Mechanicsville, VA 23111. Meal TBD. 
Suggested donation: $3 
 
If you have any questions, contact Christopher Tweel at christopher@grace-covenant.org or call the church 
office at 359-2463. 
 
 

GCPC Summer of 2016 Book Discussion: Gilead by Marilynne Robinson 
If you are looking for a summer read, Pastor Bobby invites you to join him and read Gilead! It is a Pulitzer 
Prize winning novel written by “Narrative Calvinist” (as Christianity Today has called her) Marilynne Robinson. 

WELCOME TO GRACE COVENANT 

     General Announcements 

Grace Covenant Summer Music Ministry Schedule 

Sunday, June 19 Dr. Christine Anderson, violin  Grace Covenant Chancel Choir 
Sunday, June 26 Anne O’Byrne, soprano   Concert and Opera Irish Soprano 
Sunday, July 3 Anthony Warren, tenor   Grace Covenant Chancel Choir 
Sunday, July 10 TBD 
Sunday, July 17 Dan Cook, baritone   Grace Covenant Chancel Choir 
Sunday, July 24 Audrey Christesen, soprano  Grace Covenant Chancel Choir 
Sunday, July 31 Dr. Michael Davison, trumpet  University of  Richmond 

Sunday, August 7 Dr. Lisa Edwards-Burrs, soprano  St. James’s Episcopal Choir 
Sunday, August 14 Erin Cook, alto    Grace Covenant Chancel Choir 
Sunday, August 21 Handbell Quartet    Grace Covenant Handbell Choir  
Sunday, August 28 Shawn Welk, oboe    Richmond Symphony 
   Alana Carithers, violin 
Sunday, September 4   TBD 



She tells a story spanning three generations, from the Civil War to the 20th century. The story is told from the 
perspective of an aging preacher who is writing a letter to his seven-year old son in which he renders an account 
of his life. As Kirkus Reviews put it, the novel is “as big as a nation, as quiet as thought, and moving as prayer. 
Matchless and towering.” Once you read the novel (or even if you don’t make it all the way through!), you are 
invited to join in for a time of light snacks, drinks, and hearty discussion and reflection on the novel.  A discus-
sion will take place on July 21 (7:00-9:00 p.m.) at the Bairds’ home and July 28 (1:30-3:00 p.m.) at Will Madden’s 
home. 

 Mission and Justice 

 
Shalom Farms: Our next outing to Shalom Farms (1033 Rock Castle Rd., Goochland, VA 23063) will be Satur-
day, June 18, from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Contact Nelson Reveley at nmr2uf@virginia.edu if you’d like to join.  
 
Benefit Supper for Shalom Farms at Ellwood Thompson's (Wednesday, June 22, 5:30 p.m.) 
The mission of Shalom Farms is to work with communities to ensure access to healthy food and the support to 
live healthy lives. At this dinner, with produce fresh from the farm, Ellwood Thompson's chefs will create a lo-
cally-sourced, seasonal three-course meal meant to nourish our community, showcase Shaloms’ amazing pro-
duce, and support the programs of Shalom Farms. Tickets are $55 per person and $100 per couple (40 person 
capacity). 
 
KHISH Update: We received great news from KHISH, our partner in mission in Southern Honduras:  6.8 
acres of land in Southern Honduras (Juan Orlando Village, specifically) have been officially donated by the local 
government to KHISH so that construction on a new hospital for eye care can begin! In fact, enough land was 
donated that KHISH hopes other proposals can also materialize, like building a church, a playground, and a wa-
ter purification system in the same area. 
 
Faith Movement for Metro-wide Transit (Meeting tonight! Sunday, June 12, 5:30-6:15 p.m.) 
This evening in the Fellowship Hall, Nelson Reveley will be sharing an update on initiatives afoot for metropoli-
tan-wide transit systems and why clergy and congregants from across the region are joining hands in this effort 
as a ministry of reconciliation and justice for our metro area. For more info, contact nmr2uf@virginia.edu  
and see www.rvarapidtransit.org. 
 
Congratulations Jobs for Life Graduates! Our first Jobs for Life program wrapped up this past Tuesday with 
its graduation celebration. It was a heartfelt evening, filled with stories of God's transformative power. Enor-
mous congratulations to the Jobs for Life graduates Melva Banks, Kiarra Beards, Lafonda Page, and Tomorrow 
Page, and inexpressible thanks to all those who have helped over the past 16 weeks with prayers, meals, child-
care, and relationship. It would have been impossible to carry the program to fruition without so many helping 
hands. We will likely have another Jobs for Life program winter 2016/spring 2017, so stay tuned! The Spirit is 
moving! 

Christian Education and Discipleship 
The nursery crib room and Sunday School are available for children ages 2 and up. 

Sunday School is held every Sunday from 9:45-10:30 a.m.  

Presbyterians hold to certain essential tenants of  the Christian faith. While we stand as sisters and broth-
ers with all who believe in and follow Jesus Christ, we do have some distinctions!  These distinctive ten-
ants have anchored the way we understand and live out faith in this world. Join us this summer as we 
take a fresh look at those anchors and the ways that they intersect with our world today and inform how 
we are to live in these changing times. The class will meet weekly in the Fellowship Hall. Class begins at 
9:45 a.m. 
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 June 12 – Authority of  Scripture (Bobby) 
June 19 - Humanity (Christopher) 

June 26 - Jesus (Christopher) 
July 3 - Jesus (Bobby) 

July 10 - Salvation by Grace Through Faith (Tom) 
July 17 - Election for Salvation and Service (Tom) 

July 24 - Covenant and Covenant Life (Bobby) 
July 31 - Sacraments (Bobby) 
August 7 - Polity (Charles) 
August 14 - Polity (Charles) 

August 21 – Priesthood of  All Believers (Christopher) 
August 28 – Stewardship (Christopher) 

 
Back to the Basics: Summer Fitness Challenge! We walk, jog, and go to the gym to keep up our physical fit-
ness recognizing that repetition has a way of shaping us over time. And, being in shape ends up proving benefi-
cial not only to our health but to others around us as we find we have more energy and focus when our body is 
healthy! How about a spiritual challenge this summer? This summer we are inviting you to do a simple exercise 
each week: memorize a portion of Scripture. Each week in worship we will be looking at a passage from 
Scripture that articulates something essential about the Christian faith. You are then invited to memorize that 
Scripture during the following week. The hope is that by letting God’s word dwell in your heart over and over 
during the week you begin to see God alive and working in, through, and around your life. Here is the scripture 
to begin memorizing for next Sunday:  
 

Isaiah 55: 1-5 
“1Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money, come, buy and eat!  

Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 
2Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy? Lis-

ten carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. 
3Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live. I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my 

steadfast, sure love for David. 
4See, I made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples. 

5See, you shall call nations that you do not know, and nations that do not know you shall run to you, because of 
the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you.” 

 
Back to the Basics: 50 Scriptures on One Bookmark: To assist you in the fitness challenge, we have provid-
ed bookmarks that highlight the 12 Scriptures that we will be memorizing this summer. There are 38 other Scrip-
tures listed as well. Together, they make for 50 of the most foundational passages in all of the Bible.  Bookmarks 
are available in your bulletin today, and they will be available in the Narthex and outside of the Social Room the 
rest of the summer. 

Registration Now Open for Vacation Bible School! 

June 27-30, 2016    /   (9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon) 

VBS is a week packed full of  faith and fun, including service projects, outdoor games, cool crafts, yum-
my snacks, awesome music, and of  course-- hearing from God's true word, the Bible. Kids will hear 
about Joseph's epic journey to Egypt, and how God was with him the whole way. Can't wait to see you 
there! Parents, you are invited to join the fun, by helping as a Drama Leader, a Station Leader (crafts, 
games, service projects, or snacks), or on the Set-Up Team (pre-VBS). Register online at www.grace-
covenant.org under the Connect Tab.  Ages for sign-up are between years 2007-2013. Registration 
ends June 20! Questions: Contact Christopher at christopher@grace-covenant.org or 359-2463 

mailto:christopher@grace-covenant.org
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CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER 
Lord, hear our prayer for...   

 

Marjorie Adams as she recovers; family and friends of  Margaret Valentine as they mourn 
her passing; Jean Appich in her recovery; Rosie Turner as she transitions to Imperial Plaza; 
Caleb Gibson, great-grandson of  Jean Appich and grandson of  Charlie and Sharon Appich, 
as he undergoes chemotherapy; Ann Pais’ daughter-in-law, Jane Pais, with cancer; Susan 
Farrell’s father, Jim, facing health issues;  Elizabeth Russell’s father, Dr. William Russell;  
Cynthia Holmes’ mother, Constance Lockman; George Turner; Dr. Carl and Mrs. Jo 
McMillin; Steve Cobb and his family; Carol Ann Moorhead-George, daughter of  Logan R. 
Moorhead, who is fighting Lyme Disease; Stuart Chapman, David Russell, and all who are 
serving in our nation’s Armed Forces.  

1627 Monument Avenue • Richmond, Virginia 23220 • 804-359-2463 
Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 9:00 a.m.-3:30 p.m.; Wednesday 9:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Friday 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon 

Email: info@grace-covenant.org    Website: www.grace-covenant.org    
Radio: WLES 590 AM & 97.7 FM • Live Streaming www.truthnetwork.com (Click “Listen Live,” then “Richmond, Virginia”) 

 
Pastor: Bobby Hulme-Lippert     Child Development Center Director: Nicole Flournoy 
Director of Music: Christopher Martin      Administrative Support: Martha Rubin 
Director of Christian Formation & Pastoral Asst.: Christopher Tweel Office Manager: Meredith Bond    
Parish Associate for Outreach & Adult Discipleship:  Nelson Reveley   

Sunday Morning Openers 

June 5 - Jake Savage  

June 12 - Rick Nochta 

June 19 - Rob Rosebro 

July 3 - Cal Gray 

Our worship service is broadcast live from 11:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon on WLES 590 AM and 
97.7 FM and is streamed live on www.truthnetwork.com (press “Listen Live,” then select 
“Richmond”).   
 
For podcasts, go to www.grace-covenant.org, click on “Worship,” then the pull-down “Sermons 
Online” and select the Full Service, Sunday Sermons, or Special Performances you wish to 
hear. The podcasts are uploaded within an hour of  the end-of-broadcast. 
   
For Audio CDs, leave a note to the Radio Room in the Glass Office or call the main church office 
359-2463. There is no charge for this service, but any contributions to “The Radio Fund” are 
greatly appreciated and will help to assure the continuation of  this ministry. 

Fellowship Hour 

June 5 - Dana McKnight  

June 12 - Laura Leigh and Jake Savage 

June 19 - Dawson Watkins 

July 3 - Sudie Wood  
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