
GRACE COVENANT 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Awakening a Love for Christ in the Heart of  Richmond                                                                             
  

May 8, 2016 The Seventh Sunday of  Easter 10:55 a.m. 
      

Please fill out the communication card and place it in the offering plate during the offertory. 

†Please stand for these parts of  the service. 
 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

WE GATHER TO GLORIFY GOD 
 
 

PRELUDE 
  Abenlied (Evening Song)  Josef  Rheinberger, 1839-1901 
  Christine Anderson, violin 
   
     
†CALL TO WORSHIP  Charles Holmes  
                  Ruling Elder 

 One:  The Lord is king! Let the earth rejoice; let the many coastlands be glad!  

     Righteousness and justice are the foundation of  God’s throne. 

 All:  For you, O Lord, are most high over all the earth;  

  you are exalted far above all gods. 

 One:  The Lord loves those who hate evil; the Lord guards the lives  

  of  the faithful and rescues them from the hand of  the wicked. 

 All:  Light dawns for the righteous, and joy is made known  

  for the upright in heart. Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous,  

  and give thanks to God’s holy name!  

 



†HYMN 455 (Blue Hymnal)      
 All Creatures of  Our God and King Lasst uns erfreuen 

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-715262. 



 
 
 

†PRAYER OF CONFESSION (IN UNISON) 
   

Our God of  Reconciliation, We know that you have reconciled us to yourself  and to one 
another through your Son Jesus Christ. Yet we act as if  that were not true. We are easily 
divided from one another because we let sin grow rather than love. We too easily let anger 
fester in our relationships. We too often harbor resentment. We too readily judge with a 
critical eye. We are more ready to speak than to listen. In all of  these ways and more, we 
divide ourselves from one another and act as if  your reconciling truth were not real. 
Forgive us. Call us back to yourself. Help us discover the joy of  being reconciled to you 
and to one another. May our unity with one another be a witness to your love in this world. 
In Christ’s name we pray. Amen. 
  

†ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 
†GLORIA PATRI 579 (Blue Hymnal)  Greatorex 
 
  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
  world without end. Amen, Amen. 

 
JUNIOR CHOIR 
  A Mother’s Day Prayer  Patti Drennan 
 

On this Mother’s Day let us pray and thank the Lord above for mothers here and everywhere 
who fill our lives with love. On this Mother’s Day let us pray and thank the Lord above for 
mothers kind and caring who show us God is love. For words that calm our fears, and hands that 
dry our tears, these are gifts mothers share each day that guide and bless our way. 

 
 

 At this time, children 6 years old and younger are invited to come to the front of the sanctuary with our volunteer leaders. The children and                    
their leaders will worship in the chapel. They will be in "Children's Church" for the remainder of the morning and will be in Room 102 for pickup. 

 



WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  Charles Holmes 
   
OLD TESTAMENT READING Psalm 97  Holy Bible, p. 540  
  
NEW TESTAMENT READING John 17:20-26  Holy Bible, pp. 987-988  
 
SERMON “Jesus’ Prayer for Us” Bobby Hulme-Lippert 

 

RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
 

 

†HYMN 437 (Red Hymnal)              
 The Church’s One Foundation Aurelia 

  
 The Church’s one Foundation Is Jesus Christ her Lord; 
 She is His new creation By water and the word: 
 From heaven He came and sought her To be His holy Bride; 
 With His own blood He bought her, And for her life He died. 
 
 Elect from every nation, Yet one o’er all the earth, 
 Her charter of  salvation One Lord, one faith, one birth; 
 One holy name she blesses, Partakes one holy food, 
 And to one hope she presses, With every grace endued. 
 
 ’Mid toil and tribulation, And tumult of  her war, 
 She waits the consummation Of  peace forevermore;  
 Till with the vision glorious, Her longing eyes are blest, 
 And the great Church victorious Shall be the Church at rest. 
  
 Yet she on earth hath union With God the Three in One, 
 And mystic sweet communion With those whose rest is won: 
 O happy ones and holy! Lord, give us grace that we, 
 Like them, the meek and lowly, On high may dwell with Thee. 
 
 Words: Samuel J. Stone, 1866 

 

 

 



†THE BELHAR CONFESSION (IN UNISON) Bobby Hulme-Lippert 
                                       

We believe in one holy, universal Christian church, the communion of  saints called from 
the entire human family.   
 
We believe…  
 
that Christ's work of  reconciliation is made manifest in the church as the community of  
believers who have been reconciled with God and with one another;  
 
that unity is, therefore, both a gift and an obligation for the church of  Jesus Christ;  
 
that through the working of  God's Spirit it is a binding force, yet simultaneously a reality 
which must be earnestly pursued and sought: one which the people of  God must 
continually be built up to attain;  
 
that this unity must become visible so that the world may believe that separation, enmity 
and hatred between people and groups is sin which Christ has already conquered, and 
accordingly that anything which threatens this unity may have no place in the church and 
must be resisted;  
 
that this unity can be established only in freedom and not under constraint; that the variety 
of  spiritual gifts, opportunities, backgrounds, convictions, as well as the various languages 
and cultures, are by virtue of  the reconciliation in Christ, opportunities for mutual service 
and enrichment within the one visible people of  God;  
 
that true faith in Jesus Christ is the only condition for membership of  this church. 

 
 

A LITANY FOR MOTHERS’ DAY  (see insert) 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts,  
 as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
 and the glory, for ever. Amen. 

 

WE GIVE THANKS TO GOD 
  
PRESENTATION OF TITHES, OFFERINGS, AND GIFTS     



ANTHEM 

         All Things Bright and Beautiful  John Rutter, b. 1945 
  Combined Junior and Chancel Choirs 

   
  All things bright and beautiful, all creatures great and small, all things wise and wonderful, 
  the Lord God made them all. Each little flow’r that opens, each little bird that sings, 
  He made their glowing colors, He made their tiny wings. 
  

  All things bright and beautiful… 
 

  The purple-headed mountain, the river running by, the sunset and the morning, 
  that brightens up the sky; the cold wind in the winter, the pleasant summer sun, 
  the ripe fruits in the garden, He made them ev’ryone. 
 

  All things bright and beautiful… 
 

  He gave us eyes to see them, and lips that we might tell how great is God Almighty, 
  Who has made all things well.  
 

  All things bright and beautiful… 
                                                                              - words: Cecil Frances Alexander, 1818-1895 
        

†DOXOLOGY 592 (Blue Hymnal)                                                            Old Hundredth 

                                                                                      
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
 Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
†PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

WE GO FORTH TO LOVE AND SERVE 
 
†HYMN (Red Hymnal; hymn reprinted on opposite page) 
 For the Beauty of  the Earth Dix 
 
†BENEDICTION AND CHORAL RESPONSE  
 
†POSTLUDE    
 Now Thank We All Our God (Cantata No. 79) J. S. Bach/Virgil Fox 
 

Please join us in the Social Room following worship for refreshments and fellowship. 
 

The flowers are given to the glory of  God  
and in loving honor and memory of  all mothers by the Vanguard Class.  

As a celebration of  all mothers, the Vanguard Class is also gifting each mother a stem of  
carnations on this Mother’s Day. 



 

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-715262. 

 



WORSHIP NOTES 

Hearing Aids and Large-Print Hymnals are available from the ushers.  

As one body of  Christ, composed of  diverse individuals bound together by the Holy Spirit: 

We will do justice and love mercy in service to the Lord. We will resist the temptation to indulge in 
excessive security or abundance for ourselves and instead humbly go out into the world to live lives of  
abundant generosity to others, especially those in need. We will be doers of  the word, as faith apart from 
works is dead.      - from our 2012 Vision Statement  

Children and Families Are Always Welcome at GCPC! We know all kids can be wiggly and noisy. It’s 
okay! We’re glad that you and they are here. Please feel free to sit anywhere: up front where they can see; 
in the balcony where there is room to move around; or wherever is most convenient for you. Worship 
Bags and Binders are available in the narthex. Ask an usher or greeter! Children under 6 are welcome at 
any time for childcare in room 102. Our excellent nursery is in room 103 across from the Social Room. 

We are grateful to have you join in worship with us this morning. We are an historic Presbyterian 
church, having celebrated our centennial anniversary in 2015. God has been immensely faithful for 
over 100 years, and we are eager to step faithfully into the future God has for us! We continue for-
ward by walking in light of  our mission which was adopted in 2012: to train grateful disciples of  
Christ, by doing justice, loving mercy, and walking humbly with our God. May you be blessed 
through worship and fellowship this morning.  

Music Notes 
 

Josef Rheinberger (1839-1901) was considered to be the most important composer from Liechtenstein. At the age 
of seven, the gifted Rheinberger was appointed as organist in a church in Liechtenstein and rapidly began to 
compose and to perform on the organ. After his death, Rheinberger’s music became quickly neglected. Fortunately, 
in recent years, interest in his organ music has resurfaced, resulting in more performances in recitals and worship 
services. Abendlied for organ and violin may be regarded as a characteristic piece, describing a particular emotion 
with its expressive melodic lines in the warmer key of E Flat Major. 
 
This morning our Junior Choir joins us for the final time this season, offering a gentle anthem that pays homage to 
the mothers who nurtured the lives of many through the years. Composer Patti Drennan taught choral music for 
over twenty-eight years in Norman, Oklahoma, public schools. She’s active as a composer with sales of over two 
million copies.  
 
London-born John Rutter (b. 1945) is one of the most successful of all living composers. His rare melodic gift and 
captivating harmonic flair have combined in a series of unforgettable choral gems that have touched the hearts of 
millions around the world. Also popular with other Christian denominations, All Things Bright and Beautiful is an 
Anglican hymn text and has been paired with various tunes within the denominations. This is a quintessential piece 
for the spring season.  
 
Virgil Keel Fox (1912-1980) was an American organist, known especially for his flamboyant concerts of the music 

of Bach. These events appealed to audiences in the 1970’s who were more familiar with rock ‘n’ roll music and 

were staged complete with light shows. Fox’s controversial approach to organ music, while drawing harsh criticism 

from historical performance practice purists, attained him a celebrity status. Today’s postlude is Fox’s stirring and 

powerful arrangement of “Now Thank We All Our God,” taken from J. S. Bach’s Cantata No. 79. 

http://www.classicfm.com/composers/rutter/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglican
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hymn
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Organist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bach
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rock_%27n%27_roll


WELCOME TO GRACE COVENANT 

     General Announcements 

GCPC Men’s Softball Team: The next games are Tuesday, May 17, at 7:00 p.m. and 7:50 p.m. against 
Westhampton Baptist at the Henderson Sports Complex (804 Forest Lawn Drive), weather permitting. 
GCPC Softball T-Shirts will be available for purchase for $15 each! The proceeds will go into our 
Loaves and Fishes Fund, which is used to assist Richmond area families and international mission 
work. You can purchase a shirt from the church office during office hours. Checks can be made paya-
ble to Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church, memo line: softball t-shirt.  
 

Wednesday Night Supper Program (The Belhar Confession: Part Three): The Belhar was origi-
nally written in South Africa in 1982 as a profession concerning the unity the church has in Jesus Christ 
(during the South African apartheid). Congregations throughout our denomination have been invited 
by the Stated Clerk of  the PC(USA) to consider The Belhar Confession. To this end, the study pro-
grams during WNS will look at the following questions: What is the precise context and content of  the 
Belhar? What are its Scriptural roots, and how do they apply to the church today? What issues does this 
confession raise? We hope you will join in for this study-and-discussion! 
Menu: snack: fruit cones; salad: kale house salad; entrée: beef  stew; dessert: fruit salad. 
 

May Circle Meetings: Circle #1 will be meeting on Tuesday, May 10, at 7:00 p.m. at Laura Leigh Sav-
age’s house, located at 1727 Park Avenue.  As a separate event, all three circles are invited to the Circle 
Salad Lunch on May 10 at noon in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

Congregational Meeting: At the congregational meeting on Sunday, May 1, the congregation voted 
to approve the call of  Christopher Tweel to the AP position. The congregation also approved his terms 
of  call, elected four persons to sign the terms of  call, and then dissolved (with much thanks and appre-
ciation for their hard work!). The APNC consisted of  Itunu Adekoya, Cheryl Jacobs, Sallie Leys, Dana 
McKnight, and Jessica Reveley.  
 

Night at the Diamond: Everyone is invited to see the Flying Squirrels in action Saturday, May 14, at 
6:00 p.m.!  Tickets are $8; people can reserve a seat by contacting Lisa Cardwell 
(lisacollinscardwell@gmail.com), or by contacting the church office at 359-2463. 
 

Welcome and Birth Announcement! Congratulations to Debbie and Mason Pritchett on the birth of  
their second child, Adam Michael Pritchett, born on Wednesday, May 4, 2016, at 8 lbs. 9 oz. and 21.5 
inches. Mother and baby are doing well, and the family appreciates your continued support and prayers. 
On behalf  of  the congregation of  Grace Covenant, the Deacons will be delivering “welcome baby” 
gift baskets to members who have added a new little one to their family.  So, along with meals, a basket 
full of  fun goodies will be delivered to each new baby (and their families) from their friends and family 
at Grace Covenant. We give thanks to God for this ministry and for the new life in the Pritchett family.  

Eine “not so” kleine Nachtmusik! 
 

Wednesday Night Supper Program—May 18; 6:00 p.m. dinner, 7:00 p.m. concert 
Christopher Martin, organist • John Harris, narrator 

Music of Saint-Saëns, Schumann, Boëllman, Bach, and Dubois 



 Mission and Justice 

Shalom Farms: Our next outing to Shalom Farms (1033 Rock Castle Rd., Goochland, VA 23063) will be Saturday, 
May 21, from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Contact Nelson Reveley at nmr2uf@virginia.edu if you’d like to join. Also, to 
all those who have been so diligently supporting the proposal presented to the Union Presbyterian Seminary’s Board 
on April 27, you did it! At the end of last week, Shalom Farms received the Seminary Board’s approval to enter into a 
lease as an urban farm. We cannot express enough gratitude for the critical 330+ signatures we received for the letter 
of support. Nelson Reveley, in partnership with others, will also continue to be working on aspects of the proposal 
regarding revamping the walking trail and a playground, as well as seeking possibilities and cost estimates for renova-
tion of the McGuire Cottage. But through your support the door is now open to the urban farm and the benefit of 
so many throughout the Northside and the City.  
 

Need Assistance This Spring? Reverend Sampson Lodo and Reverend Gershon Abassah, our Presbyterian pastor 
friends from Ghana, are looking to assist congregants with odd jobs to enable them to purchase gifts here in Rich-
mond that can then be brought back to their families and communities when they return home. They are happy to 
help with basic tasks or projects around the house. As well, both are proficient with gardening, and both have a 
background in construction and carpentry. In May, their classes at Virginia Union will have ended. Thus, they are 
available any day in May except for May 30 and 31. If you would like to have one or both of them help you with a 
project, please contact Pastor Bobby. 

 

Circle Center and Forty Days/Forty Years Fundraiser: Circle Center provides adult day care for seniors who 
cannot or should not be left alone, allowing them to stay in their home instead of a nursing home.  Six days a week 
they provide support and activities for seniors and their caregivers.  

Circle Center Adult Day Services wants YOU…to visit, volunteer, support, and contribute to our campaign: Call 
Circle Center at 355-5717 to set up an appointment. Come visit our state-of-the art facility and see how the seeds 
this church planted forty years ago have grown. Join the campaign to support Circle Center with Forty Dollars for 
Forty Years. By considering a contribution to Forty Dollars for Forty Years, you can help fund scholarship support 
for those who came before us. Donation envelopes are available in the pews. Please indicate that your special offer-
ing is for Forty Dollars for Forty Years.   

 

RISC Nehemiah Action Draws 1,000+ to Address Issues of Joblessness and Education: We had an excellent 
RISC Nehemiah Action at St. Paul's Baptist Church this past Monday, May 2. Over 1,000 congregants and clergy 
from around Metro Richmond gathered to call for a low cost job training program for entry level health care posi-
tions. VCU officials made commitments on this front as did HCA and community partner CHAT (go CHAT!). We 
also gathered to call upon the Henrico School Board to allow principals and teachers in eastern Henrico to pilot a 
proven reading curriculum, which has been successful in schools in Baltimore at elementary schools that are current-
ly struggling with widespread illiteracy. One school board member attended the Nehemiah Action and made positive 
commitments on this front. Congregants and clergy will continue to work diligently with other school officials and 
school board members to help ensure all students learn to read so that they can move on to reading to learn and 
flourishing as God intends. If you are interested in learning more about RISC's ministry or helping with either of the 
above, please contact info@grace-covenant.org. 

 

Caleb Kicks Cancer! Golf Tournament: On Saturday, May 14, at Hunting Hawk Golf Club, come out and have 

some fun golfing while helping raise money to assist in paying for Caleb Gibson’s medical expenses. Pre-registration 

is required, and dinner will be catered by Outback Restaurant. At $75 per person, you will be registered for the tour-

nament, or for $100 you can become a Sign Sponsor and include a personalized message for Caleb. Registration is 

due Monday, May 9! If you have any questions, contact Wade Kennedy at 350-8023 or at cwkennedy3@cs.com.   

 

mailto:nmr2uf@virginia.edu


Christian Education and Discipleship 
The nursery crib room and Sunday School are available for children ages 2 and up. 

Sunday School is held every Sunday from 9:45-10:30 a.m.  

The Vanguard Class, Basement, Room B4: Jesus spoke a great deal in parables. A parable is an illus-
tration, a story that is designed to teach a lesson. Jesus used them frequently and cited the common cul-
ture, norms, and situation of  the time. He did so in order to teach the listeners in terms they would un-
derstand. Join us each week as we explore these parables.  
 
Forum of  Grace, Room 212:  For the month of  May,  this combined class will be having a discussion 
centered around the title "Christian Potpourri: For Fun and Profit (or Prophet)." Join us for a great lec-
ture and discussion.  
 
Good Books, Room 303: All are invited to dive into these theological classics with us. Having finished 
our time with Martin Luther King, Jr.'s Strength to Love and The Freedom of  a Christian, we will be switching 
to read and discuss John Calvin’s The Christian Life (selections from his writings) from May 1-22. If  you 
would like to get on our email list, contact Nelson Reveley at nmr2uf@virginia.edu  
 
Pre-K, Room 102: For our youngest Disciples this Pre-K class focuses on getting to know one another, 
getting in tune with teachers and their classmates, as well as just starting the process of  learning what 
God's Love is, and just who is God anyway?  
 
Early Elementary, Room 209: This year they begin with the stories of  the patriarchs and matriarchs 
of  our faith and move with the seasons through the liturgical year.  
 
Pilgrims' Prep, Room 302: Confirmation is a big deal, here at GCPC even more so as we plan to take 
our Confirmands on an annual trip to Scotland following their confirmation! We spend our first year in 
preparation, getting to know one another, and finding out how God has an awesome purpose and plan 
for our lives.  
 
Youth Mentors: This mentoring program has been walking through the little-known books of  the Bi-

ble. Every word that comes from the mouth of  God is precious and awesome; this class is all about get-
ting together and seeing how that Word is present in our life each day. 
 
Note: Combined Sunday School will begin Sunday, June 5, and continue to Sunday, August 28. 
Discipleship Sunday will be in September! 

 

Registration Now Open for Vacation Bible School! 

June 27-30, 2016    /   (9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon) 

VBS is a week packed full of  faith and fun, including service projects, outdoor games, cool crafts, yum-
my snacks, awesome music, and of  course-- hearing from God's true word, the Bible. Kids will hear 
about Joseph's epic journey to Egypt, and how God was with him the whole way. Can't wait to see you 
there! Parents, you are invited to join the fun, by helping as a Drama Leader, a Station Leader (crafts, 
games, service projects, or snacks), or on the Set-Up Team (pre-VBS). Register online at www.grace-
covenant.org under the Connect Tab.  Ages for sign-up are between years 2007-2013. 
Questions: Contact Christopher at christopher@grace-covenant.org or 359-2463 

mailto:nmr2uf@virginia.edu
mailto:christopher@grace-covenant.org
tel:804-359-2463


CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER 
Lord, hear our prayer for...   

John Roberts in his recovery; family and friends of  Margaret Valentine as they mourn her 
passing; Jean Appich in her recovery; Logan R. Moorhead as he recovers from a fall; Rosie 
Turner as she transitions to Imperial Plaza; Bob, Jeanne, and the Bluford and Watts families as 
they mourn June Bluford’s passing; Caleb Gibson, great-grandson of  Jean Appich and 
grandson of  Charlie and Sharon Appich, as he undergoes chemotherapy; Ann Pais’ daughter-
in-law, Jane Pais, with cancer; Susan Farrell’s father, Jim, facing health issues;  Elizabeth 
Russell’s father, Dr. William Russell;  Cynthia Holmes’ mother, Constance Lockman; 
George Turner; Dr. Carl and Mrs. Jo McMillin; Steve Cobb and his family; Carol Ann 
Moorhead-George, daughter of  Logan R. Moorhead, who is fighting Lyme Disease; Mark 
Collins, nephew of  Lisa Cardwell; Beverly Proffitt, as she continues to recover from a broken 
shoulder at The Hermitage; Stuart Chapman, David Russell, and all who are serving in our 
nation’s Armed Forces.  

1627 Monument Avenue • Richmond, Virginia 23220 • 804-359-2463 
Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 9:00 a.m.-3:30 p.m.; Wednesday 9:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Friday 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon 

Email: info@grace-covenant.org    Website: www.grace-covenant.org    
Radio: WLES 590 AM & 97.7 FM • Live Streaming www.truthnetwork.com (Click “Listen Live,” then “Richmond, Virginia”) 

 
Pastor: Bobby Hulme-Lippert     Child Development Center Director: Nicole Flournoy 
Director of Music: Christopher Martin      Administrative Support: Martha Rubin 
Director of Christian Formation & Pastoral Asst.: Christopher Tweel Office Manager: Meredith Bond    
Parish Associate for Outreach & Adult Discipleship:  Nelson Reveley   

Sunday Morning Openers 

May 8 - Kent Cardwell 

May 15 - Cal Gray 

May 22 - Pete Sizemore 

May 29 -  Jake Savage 

Our worship service is broadcast live from 11:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon on WLES 590 AM and 
97.7 FM and is streamed live on www.truthnetwork.com (press “Listen Live,” then select 
“Richmond”).   
 
For podcasts, go to www.grace-covenant.org, click on “Worship,” then the pull-down “Sermons 
Online” and select the Full Service, Sunday Sermons, or Special Performances you wish to 
hear. The podcasts are uploaded within an hour of  the end-of-broadcast. 
   
For Audio CDs, leave a note to the Radio Room in the Glass Office or call the main church office 
359-2463. There is no charge for this service, but any contributions to “The Radio Fund” are 
greatly appreciated and will help to assure the continuation of  this ministry. 

Fellowship Hour 

May 8 - Marcia and Tony Manning 

May 15 - Rob and Lewis Rosebro  

May 22 - James and Cheryl Atchison 

May 29 - Pete and Suzanne Sizemore 

mailto:info@grace-covenant.org
http://www.grace-covenant.org
http://www.truthnetwork.com
http://www.truthnetwork.com/
http://www.grace-covenant.org/

