
GRACE COVENANT 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Awakening a Love for Christ in the Heart of  Richmond                                                                         
  

March 20, 2016 Palm Sunday 10:55 a.m. 
      

Please fill out the communication card and place it in the offering plate during the offertory. 

†Please stand for these parts of  the service. 
 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

WE GATHER TO GLORIFY GOD 
 
 

PRELUDE 
  March (Organ Symphony No. 3)  Charles-Marie Widor, 1844-1937 
    
   
†CALL TO WORSHIP  (based on Psalm 118:19-24) Charles Holmes 
 Ruling Elder 
  

One:    The Lord be with you! 

All:      And also with you! 

One:    Open to me the gates of  righteousness, 

            that I may enter, and give thanks to the Lord. 
 

All:      We will give You thanks, for You have answered us; 

            You have become our salvation. 
 

One:    The stone that the builders rejected 

            has become the chief  cornerstone. 
 

All:      This is the Lord’s doing, 

            and it is marvelous in our eyes. 
 

One:    This is the day that the Lord has made. 

All:      We will rejoice and be glad in it. 

 

 



†HYMN 88 (Blue Hymnal)      
 All Glory, Laud, and Honor St. Theodulph 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-715262. 



†PRAYER OF CONFESSION (IN UNISON)                                        Bobby Hulme-Lippert       
 

O Lord, who on this day entered the rebellious city that later rejected you: 
we confess that our wills are as rebellious as Jerusalem's, 
our faith is often more show than substance, 
our hearts are in need of  cleansing. 
Have mercy on us, Son of  David, Savior of  our lives. 
Help us to lay at your feet all that we have and all that we are, 
trusting you to forgive what is sinful, 
to heal what is broken, 
to welcome our praises, 
and to receive us as your own. Amen. 
 
  

†ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 

 

†GLORIA PATRI 579 (Blue Hymnal)  Greatorex 
 

  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
  world without end. Amen, Amen. 
 
JUNIOR CHOIR 
  Hosanna to the Son  Jody Lindh 
 
  Hosanna, hosanna, to the Son of  David, Blest is the One who comes in the Name of  the Lord!  
  Glory, glory be to God on high! The people heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem; Riding on 
  a donkey’s colt, he came, palm branches spread before him. The disciples didn’t understand what 
  was happening at first; But when Jesus, the King, was glorified, then they remembered, it had all 
  been written. 

 
 

 At this time, children 6 years old and younger are invited to come to the front of the sanctuary with our volunteer leaders. The children and                    
their leaders will worship in the chapel. They will be in "Children's Church" for the remainder of the morning and will meet parents in the social room. 

 

WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD 
 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  Charles Holmes  
  

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 56:6-8   Holy Bible, p. 672                               
 
NEW TESTAMENT READING Matthew 21:12-17   Holy Bible, p. 900  
 

SERMON “God’s House” Bobby Hulme-Lippert 

Text by Jody Lindh © 1992 Chorister Guild. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-715262. 



RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
 

†HYMN 371 (Blue Hymnal)              

 Lift High the Cross Crucifer 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-715262. 



†APOSTLES’ CREED (IN UNISON)                                           
                                       

 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of  heaven and earth,  
 

 And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
 born of  the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and  
  buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he  
 ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of  God the Father Almighty;     
 from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  
 

 I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of  saints;  
 the forgiveness of  sins; the resurrection of  the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts,  
 as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
 and the glory, for ever. Amen. 
 

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS Benjamin Rowe and Madeline King 
                                                                                                                           Carl Sehen  

WE GIVE THANKS TO GOD 
 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES, OFFERINGS, AND GIFTS                                
 
ANTHEM 

         Sing Hosanna, Sing! Joel Raney 
 
 Sing hosanna, sing hosanna, lift your voices, let them ring! Sing hosanna, sing hosanna 
 to the King of  kings! Open wide the gates of  Jerusalem, lift his banner high forevermore.  
 Sing as he rides through the streets in majesty. Blessed is he that comes in the name of  the Lord. 
 
 

†DOXOLOGY 592 (Blue Hymnal)                                                            Old Hundredth 

                                                                                      
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
 Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;  
 Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
†PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  

Text by Joel Raney © 2013 Hope Publishing Co. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-715262. 



WE GO FORTH TO LOVE AND SERVE 
 
†HYMN 188 (Red Hymnal; hymn printed on the following page)  
 Ride On! Ride On in Majesty! St. Drostane 
 
†BENEDICTION AND CHORAL RESPONSE                                                 
 Jesus, Remember Me Taizé 
 
†POSTLUDE    
 Toccata (Suite Gothique) Léon Boëllmann, 1862-1897 

 
Please join us in the Social Room following worship for refreshments and fellowship.  

 
 
 

The flowers are given to the glory of  God and in memory of   
Mr. and Mrs. Aubrey Kessel and brother, Dan Kessel, by Jan Kessel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Today’s Palms. The University of  Minnesota Center for Integrated Natural Resources and Agricultural 
Management (CINRAM) is working together with the Rainforest Alliance TREES program and 
Smartwood to certify palms harvested from the forests of  Mexico and Guatemala for sale to Christian 
congregations in the United States and Europe. Now EcoPalms provides branches for worship that do 
not harm the ecosystem of  these countries and pay fair-trade prices for the work of  the harvesters. 
Using these palms in this service is a great way that our heart for mission and expression of  worship can 
come together.  



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
General Announcements 

Dedicate an Easter Lily  

Please plan to purchase beautiful potted lily plants to help decorate our sanctuary for Easter Sunday.  

Order forms are out now and available at the information table across from the Social Room. Please fill 
out your form and drop it into the box with your check to cover the cost of  the lilies.  

This year the cost is $13.00 per plant. The deadline for lily orders is Monday, March 21, so that we have 
time to get all the information into the Easter Sunday bulletin.  

Text reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-715262. 

Hallelujah Chorus—Easter Sunday 

At the end of  the worship service on Easter Sunday, our tradition has been to invite people from the 
congregation to come forward and join the Chancel Choir in the singing of  the Hallelujah Chorus. 
The church owns several scores of  the Hallelujah Chorus; however, if  you own a copy, we invite you 
to bring it with you Easter Sunday. 



WORSHIP NOTES 

Hearing Aids and Large-Print Hymnals are available from the ushers.  
 

As one body of Christ, composed of diverse individuals bound together by the Holy Spirit: 

We will do justice and love mercy in service to the Lord.  We will resist the temptation to indulge in excessive security or 
abundance for ourselves and instead humbly go out into the word to live lives of  abundant generosity to others, especially 
those in need.  We will be doers of  the word, as faith apart from works is dead. 

          - from our 2012 Vision Statement  

Music Notes 
 

During the second half  of  the nineteenth century, France enjoyed a rich flowering of  its organ 
tradition. Charles-Marie Widor (1844-1937) was selected for the prestigious position as organist at St. 
Sulpice in Paris in 1870. Although Widor was not yet 26, he had established himself  as a brilliant 
performer and composer. Widor’s first four organ symphonies were complete by the end of  1871, less 
than two years after he assumed his duties at St. Sulpice. The March is the third movement from 
Widor’s third organ symphony. It is a bold, assertive piece in F-sharp major which opens today’s festal 
celebration of  Christ’s triumphant entry into Jerusalem. 

 

Jody Lindh has served as Director of  Music Ministries at University Park United Methodist Church in 
Dallas, Texas, from 1969-2013. Jody’s music for children’s choirs has garnered him critical acclaim 
throughout the United States and Europe.  Hosanna to the Son is a vigorous and uplifting Palm Sunday 
anthem, based on John 12:12-16. 
 

Joel Raney is a Juilliard trained pianist and composer who currently serves as artist-in-residence at the 
First Presbyterian Church in River Forest, Illinois. On Palm Sunday, many church use children’s choirs 
combined with the adult choirs. Sing Hosanna, Sing! is such an anthem based on passages from the 
Gospel of  Matthew. 

 

Léon Boëllmann (1862-1897) was a French composer of  Alsatian origin, known for a small number 
of  compositions for organ. His best-known composition is Suite Gothique (1895), still very much a 
staple of  the organ repertoire, especially its dramatic concluding Toccata—a fitting work to lead us into 
Holy Week. 



We are grateful to have you join in worship with us this morning. We are an historic Presbyterian 
church, having celebrated our centennial anniversary in 2015. God has been immensely faithful for 
over 100 years, and we are eager to step faithfully into the future God has for us! We continue for-
ward by walking in light of  our mission which was adopted in 2012: to train grateful disciples of  
Christ, by doing justice, loving mercy, and walking humbly with our God. May you be blessed 
through worship and fellowship this morning.  

WELCOME TO GRACE COVENANT 

     General Announcements 

Maundy Thursday: Please join us a for a special church dinner at 6:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall, 
with a worship service with Communion and Choral Tenebrae at 7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary.  

Snack:  Fruit medley 

Salad:  Caesar 

Entrée:  Baked ziti 

Dessert:  Sweet potato pie 
 

 

Good Friday Prayer: The Worship Ministry invites everyone to engage in prayer for each other, our 
church, and our world, as our sanctuary will be open for prayer on Good Friday, March 25, from 8:00 
a.m.-4:00 p.m.  

Unlike past years, there is no need to sign up for a specific time. Simply come when it is convenient 
during the appointed hours and remain as long as you would like. The pew Bibles as well as alternative 
devotional materials will be available for use.  

 

Good Friday Worship Service: Join in for a reflective service of  worship during which the Lord’s 
Supper will be celebrated. The service will be at 7:30 p.m. at the Reveley house (2314 Monument Ave-
nue). 
 

 

Easter Egg Hunt: The annual hunt will take place on Saturday, March 26, at 10:00 a.m., at the home 
of  Scott and Susan Boze (206 Hollyport Road, Richmond, VA 23229). Bring your baskets and bonnets 
and join us for our annual family Easter Egg Hunt! 
 
Flowers for the Easter Cross: Please bring flowers on Easter morning to decorate the cross as a sign 
of  the new life we have in Christ. 
 
Deacons’ Fund: This fund assists members who are in emergency financial need. Please contact Rev-
erend Bobby Hulme-Lippert to make a request. All requests are confidential. 



Mission and Justice 

 

Good Friday Blood Drive: Join in for the 2nd Annual Good Friday Blood Drive spon-
sored by the Stuart Circle Parish! The Drive will take place in our Fellowship Hall this Fri-
day, from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. You can sign up to donate at redcrossblood.org (search 
keyword “goodfriday”) or look for a sign-up table after worship today. 

 

Refugee Family: After first training with Church World Service, several GCPC members 
met last weekend with a very sweet and hospitable refugee family. The Noori family of  six 
has fled from a life-threatening situation in Kabul, Afghanistan. They now have safe hous-
ing here in Richmond and have been trying to get established with basic needs met since 
they moved about one month ago. The mother and father are working toward getting their 
driver's licenses so that the father can drive to work instead of  paying $6 per day for a ride 
to work outside of  the city. Another basic goal they are working toward is learning English. 
The family's greatest need right now is transportation to DMV and English language clas-
ses as well as some opportunities to visit some sights in their new home city. We are in need 
of  volunteers to help with these weekly classes and perhaps some "fun" weekend outings. 
Very soon, they will also need a donated or very low-cost vehicle for their family of  six.  
Other donations needed are furniture, television, and some school supplies for the four 
children.   

Please contact Leah at lunalupina@gmail.com to find out more or if  you would like to help 
this family in any of  the above ways. 

 

Shalom Farms - Thank you to all who volunteered at the farm yesterday helping to ensure 
everyone in our city has access to God's bountiful gifts of  nutritious produce! Our next 
outing to Shalom Farms (1033 Rock Castle Rd., Goochland, VA 23063) will be on Saturday, 
April 16, from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Contact Nelson Reveley at nmr2uf@virginia.edu if  
you have any questions.  

 

Need Assistance this Spring? Rev. Sampson Lodo and Rev. Gershon Abassah, our Pres-
byterian pastor friends from Ghana, are looking to assist congregants with odd jobs to ena-
ble them to purchase gifts here in Richmond that can then be brought back to their families 
and communities when they return home. They are happy to help with basic tasks or pro-
jects around the house. As well, both are proficient with gardening, and both have a back-
ground in construction and carpentry. In the months of  March and April, they are available 
anytime on Monday and Tuesday each week. In May, their classes at Virginia Union will 
have ended. Thus, they are available any day between May 1 and May 30 (the date on which 
they return to Ghana) except for May 7. If  you would like to have one or both of  them 
help you with a project, please contact Pastor Bobby. 

mailto:nmr2uf@virginia.edu


Christian Education and Discipleship 
The nursery crib room and Sunday School are available for children ages 2 and up. 

Sunday School is held every Sunday from 9:45-10:30 a.m.  
 

The Vanguard Class, Basement, Room B4: Jesus spoke a great deal in parables. A para-
ble is an illustration, a story that is designed to teach a lesson. Jesus used them frequently 
and cited the common culture, norms, and situation of  the time. He did so in order to 
teach the listeners in terms they would understand. Join us each week as we explore these 
parables.  
 

Forum of  Grace, Room 212:  A newly combined class that goes deeper into the theology 
and scripture of  the Parables.  Join us for great lecture and discussion.  
 

Good Books, Room 303: If  you are looking for some good books and conversation about 
God to integrate into your everyday life, this is the group for you. The “Good Book Small 
Group” meets to engage in precisely those kinds of  books and discussions. Conversations 
will be framed devotionally through scripture, hymn, and prayer (including prayer for each 
other) that relates to the book being explored. Currently, this class is discussing Strength to 
Love by Martin Luther King, Jr.  
 

Pre-K, Room 102: For our youngest Disciples this Pre-K class focuses on getting to know 
one another, getting in tune with teachers and their classmates, as well as just starting the 
process of  learning what God's Love is, and just who is God anyway?  
 

Early Elementary, Room 209: This year they begin with the stories of  the patriarchs and 
matriarchs of  our faith and move with the seasons through the liturgical year.  
 

Pilgrims' Prep, Room 302: Confirmation is a big deal, here at GCPC even more so as we 
plan to take our Confirmands on an annual trip to Scotland following their confirmation! 
We spend our first year in preparation, getting to know one another, and finding out how 
God has an awesome purpose and plan for our lives.  
 

Youth Mentors: This mentoring program has been walking through the little-known 
books of  the Bible. Every word that comes from the mouth of  God is precious and awe-
some; this class is all about getting together and seeing how that Word is present in our life 
each day.  

 

Save the Dates for Vacation Bible School 

June 27-30, 2016 

9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon 



 

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER 
Lord, hear our prayer for...   

Caleb Gibson, great-grandson of  Jean Appich and grandson of  Charlie and Sharon Appich, as he 
undergoes chemotherapy; Loretta Albertis;  Ann Pais’ daughter-in-law, Jane Pais, with cancer; Susan 
Farrell’s father, Jim, facing health issues;  Elizabeth Russell’s father, Dr. William Russell;  Cynthia 
Holmes’ mother, Constance Lockman; Rosie and George Turner; Marjorie Adams; Dr. Carl and 
Mrs. Jo McMillin; Steve Cobb and his family; Carol Ann Moorhead-George, daughter of  Logan R. 
Moorhead, who is fighting Lyme Disease; Mark Collins, nephew of  Lisa Cardwell; Beverly 
Proffitt, who is recovering from a broken shoulder; Grace Morse-Brumagin; Stuart Chapman, 
David Russell, and all who are serving in our nation’s Armed Forces.  Pray for peace in the Middle 
East. 

1627 Monument Avenue • Richmond, Virginia 23220 • 804-359-2463 
Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 9:00 a.m.-3:30 p.m.; Wednesday 9:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Friday 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon 

Email: info@grace-covenant.org    Website: www.grace-covenant.org    
Radio: WLES 590 AM & 97.7 FM • Live Streaming www.truthnetwork.com (Click “Listen Live,” then “Richmond, Virginia”) 

 
Pastor: Bobby Hulme-Lippert     Child Development Center Director: Nicole Flournoy 
Director of Music: Christopher Martin      Administrative Support: Martha Rubin 
Director of Christian Formation & Pastoral Asst.: Christopher Tweel Seminary Intern: Lauren Voyles 
Parish Associate for Outreach & Adult Discipleship:  Nelson Reveley  
Communications Director: Denise Shafer    

Sunday Morning Openers for Early Spring: 

March 20- Cal Gray 

March 27- Pete Sizemore 

April 3- Jake Savage 

April 10- Lloyd Bostian 

Our worship service is broadcast live from 11:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon on WLES 590 AM 
and 97.7 FM and is streamed live on www.truthnetwork.com (press “Listen Live,” then select 
“Richmond”).   
 
For podcasts, go to www.grace-covenant.org, click on “Worship,” then the pull-down 
“Sermons Online” and select the Full Service, Sunday Sermons, or Special 
Performances you wish to hear. The podcasts are uploaded within an hour of  the end-of-
broadcast. 
   
For Audio CDs, leave a note to the Radio Room in the Glass Office or call the main church 
office 359-2463. There is no charge for this service, but any contributions to “The Radio 
Fund” are greatly appreciated and will help to assure the continuation of  this ministry. 

mailto:info@grace-covenant.org
http://www.grace-covenant.org
http://www.truthnetwork.com
http://www.truthnetwork.com/
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