
GRACE COVENANT 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Awakening a Love for Christ in the Heart of  Richmond                                                                             
  

February 21, 2016 The Second Sunday in Lent 10:55 a.m. 
      

Please fill out the communication card and place it in the offering plate during the offertory. 

†Please stand for these parts of  the service. 
 

 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
 

WE GATHER TO GLORIFY GOD 
 
 
 
 

PRELUDE 
O Mensch, bewein dein Sünde gross (O man, lament your great sin)          J. S. Bach (1685-1750) 
Sharon Freude, guest organist 
   
    
†CALL TO WORSHIP                                                       Charles Holmes  
 
 

One:     O give thanks, for the Lord is good. 
 

All:      God’s faithfulness endures forever! 

 

One:      This is the day that the Lord has made. 
 

All:      Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



†HYMN 171 (Blue Hymnal)  The King of  Love My Shepherd Is     Henry William Baker, 1821-1877 
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†PRAYER OF CONFESSION (IN UNISON)                                                Nelson Reveley  
 

Almighty and merciful God, 
we so often stray from your ways like lost sheep, 
without consideration of  your call. 
We repeatedly leave undone those things we ought to do, 
while doing things we know we should not. 
 
Lord, guide us to receive your mercy, restore our hearts according to  

the promises you laid forth in Christ Jesus. 

  

Cultivate in us a more holy, just, and faithful life, unto your Kingdom come.  

 

Amen. 
 

  

†ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 
 

†GLORIA PATRI 579 (Blue Hymnal)  Greatorex 
    
  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
  world without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 

 At this time, children 6 years old and younger are invited to come to the front of the sanctuary with our volunteer leaders. The children and                    
their leaders will worship in the chapel. They will be in "Children's Church" for the remainder of the morning and will meet parents in the social room. 

 

WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                                                          Charles Holmes  
  

OLD TESTAMENT READING                Psalm 32                                            Holy Bible, p. 496 
 
NEW TESTAMENT READING               Luke 15:1-3, 11-32                              Holy Bible, p. 954 

  
SERMON                                             "Celebrating Sinners as Siblings"          Nelson Reveley 

 
RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

 

   



†HYMN 376 (Blue Hymnal)  Love Divine All Loves Excelling   Roland Hugh Pritchard, 1831 
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†APOSTLES’ CREED (IN UNISON)                                                             
                 

 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of  heaven and earth,  
 

 And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
 born of  the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and  
  buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he  
 ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of  God the Father Almighty;     
 from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  
 

 I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of  saints;  
 the forgiveness of  sins; the resurrection of  the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts,  
 as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
 and the glory, for ever. Amen. 
 
 

WE GIVE THANKS TO GOD 
 
 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES, OFFERINGS, AND GIFTS                               Nelson Reveley 
 

 

 

 



ANTHEM 

         My Song Is Love Unknown Edwin Childs, b. 1945 

 My song is love unknown, My Savior’s love to me,  
 Love to the loveless shown That they might lovely be. 
 Oh, who am I, That for my sake My Lord should take Frail flesh and die? 
 
 Sometimes they strew his way And his sweet praises sing; 
 Resounding all the day Hosannas to their king. 
 Then “Crucify” Is all their breath, And for his death They thirst and cry. 
 
 Why, what has my Lord done To cause this rage and spite? 
 He made the lame to run, And gave the blind their sight. 
 What injuries! Yet these are why The Lord most high So cruelly dies,  
 My Savior dies, My song of  love So cruelly dies. 
 
 Here might I stay and sing Of  him my soul adores. 
 Never was love, dear king, Never was grief  like yours! 
 This is my friend In whose sweet praise I all my days Could gladly spend.  
 My song is love. 
                                             -words by Samuel Crossman, c. 1624-1683 
   
 

†DOXOLOGY 592 (Blue Hymnal)                                                            Old Hundredth 

                                                                                      
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
 Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;  
 Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
†PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
                      

WE GO FORTH TO LOVE AND SERVE 
 
†HYMN 466 (Blue Hymnal; hymn printed on the following page)  
O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing                                                      Carl Gotthelf  Gläser, 1828 
   
†BENEDICTION AND CHORAL RESPONSE                                                 
Danish Amen Traditional 
 
†POSTLUDE    
Sonata No. 6 (Our Father who art in Heaven)  Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847)  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please join us in the Social Room following worship for refreshments and fellowship.  

 

The flowers are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of William F. Koch, by the Koch family. 

Text reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-715262. 



PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 

Hearing Aids and Large-Print Hymnals are available from the ushers.  

General Announcements 

Wednesday Night Suppers- We are so glad to be back into the swing of  hosting Wednesday night 
suppers each week.  This week continues our Lenten series. 

Please joins us each Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. as we celebrate this holy season. 
 

Wednesday, February 24 - Lenten worship: Lectio Divina and meal. 

Snack:   Maple snickerdoodle popcorn 

Salad:   Black bean and corn salad 

Entree:  Mexican lasagna 

Dessert: Banana pudding  
 

 

Adults $7.00, Seniors (over 65) $5.00, Children under 5 are free, with a $15.00 max for families.  
And to make paying each week even easier, we will now be able to accept credit and debit payments. 
 

GCPC Lenten Devotional Texts- During this holy Lenten season, we would like to deliver a 
devotional text message to you several times each week. Please sign up here to have your message 
delivered on your cell phone on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  There is a link to sign-up in last week’s 
Covenant Connection. 
 

Save the Date - Sunday, February 28 - Pot Luck for Parents- Let's get together (and bring your 
children)!  
Sunday, February 28 - 5:00 p.m. 
The home of  Leah and Christopher Tweel 
4907 Cutshaw Avenue 

As one body of  Christ, composed of  diverse individuals bound together by the Holy Spirit: 
 

Grace Covenant will be reborn through faith in Christ for the glory of  God alone.  By submitting to Jesus Christ as the 
head of  the church, our community will find new life in Him who is renewing all creation. 

Neighbors for every stripe—from college students, to retired professionals, hardened skeptics, to committed believers—
will fill Grace Covenant to hear the Good News that God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, so that all 
who believe in Him may not perish, but have eternal life. 

In response, we will train our desires, thoughts, emotions, and actions towards serving God, so that He might transform 
us into grateful disciples of  Jesus Christ who is the Way, the Truth, and the Life. 

As one body of  Christ, composed of  diverse individuals bound together by the Holy Spirit. 

Prayer is a means to energy.  Spiritual alertness, vigor, and confidence are the regular spin-off  from earnest prayer on 
any subject. The Puritans spoke of  prayer as oiling the wheels of  the soul.  

- JI Packer 



Music Notes 
 

We gladly welcome back Sharon Freude as this morning’s guest organist. Sharon has 
served as the organist at several Richmond churches, she has been Dean of  the Richmond 
chapter of  the American Guild of  Organists, and she has been a regular substitute 
organist at Grace Covenant. 
 
A native of  New Hampshire, Edwin Childs (b. 1945) is a professor and a composer of  
church music in the Chicago area. My Song Is Love Unknown is a pairing of  his hymn tune, 
Gunnar, and Samuel Crossman's seventeenth-century text. The result is a thoughtful, 
reflective, and pensive anthem for Lent. Not only is Edwin Childs an accomplished 
organist, he is an avid bicyclist. 
 

We are grateful to have you join in worship with us this morning. We are an historic Presbyterian 
church, having celebrated our centennial anniversary in 2015. God has been immensely faithful for 
over 100 years, and we are eager to step faithfully into the future God has for us! We continue for-
ward by walking in light of  our mission which was adopted in 2012: to train grateful disciples of  
Christ, by doing justice, loving mercy, and walking humbly with our God. May you be blessed 
through worship and fellowship this morning.  

WELCOME TO GRACE COVENANT 

Fellowship Hall Set-Ups- GCPC family, during this season of Lent, and for the foreseeable future, 

(barring special events), we are going to keep the dividers in the fellowship hall closed. This creates a cozy en-
vironment for our special Lenten Wednesday programs, while leaving the back space open for worship 
(during Lent) and for the CDC kids during the week.  
  

Remember that no one who has not been vetted in our training process should move or adjust the partitions, 
and unless a special event requires the space, please leave them closed. Thanks so much! 



Mission and Justice 

 

Jobs for Life at Grace Covenant Has Begun, Tuesdays 6:00 - 8:30 p.m. 

The STEP Jobs for Life program has officially begun. Enormous thanks to all those who have been able 
to volunteer to help out with this soft skills job training ministry. Jobs for Life uses a biblically based 
curriculum paired with a team of  mentors, pastors, and business leaders to help this group of  students 
discover who they are, what gifts and interests they possess, and what roadblocks they face in achieving 
their goals. The program will continue running Tuesday evenings through June 7. If  you would like to sit 
in on a class or volunteer (help with set up, meals, or child care), please simply contact info@grace-
covenant.org or 359-2463.  

 
Shalom Farms Returns, Saturday Morning, March 19 

Join us the third Saturday of  the month at Shalom Farms - a local food access and community develop-
ment ministry (www.shalomfarms.org) - as we help ensure everyone in our city has access to God's 
bounteous gift of  nutritious produce. We'll be out on the farm from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Please 
RSVP to Nelson Reveley at nmr2uf@virginia.edu or (804) 387-8094. Carpooling from the church park-
ing lot at 8:00 a.m. (and returning by noon) is possible if  there is interest. Otherwise, you can meet us 
out on the farm at 9:00 a.m. (1033 Rock Castle Rd., Goochland, VA 23063).  
 

And if  you want to get it on the calendar, our upcoming dates will be Apr 16 and May 21. And if  you 
want an extra gold star, our dates for the summer and fall will be June 18, July 16, Aug 20, Sept 17, and 
Oct 15.  

 
 
 

Good Friday Blood Drive, 9:30 am – 3:30 pm March 25 
 

On average, every two seconds someone in the U.S. needs a blood transfusion, and this is a precious gift 
that cannot be manufactured but only comes through the generosity of  donors.  
 

The Deacons and Missions Committee invite you, in service to God and our neighbors and partnership 
with the Red Cross, to join in the Good Friday Blood Drive this year. We are grateful for this opportuni-
ty to unite in offering the life giving gift of  blood as we remember the reconciling and life giving grace 
of  Christ's crucifixion and resurrection.  
 

All support is welcome, and if  you are unable to donate yourself, we encourage you to consider seeking 
a substitute donor or volunteering your time. If  you would like to donate or volunteer please con-
tact info@grace-covenant.org or 359-2463. You can also sign up to donate 
online at www.redcrossblood.org (search key word, "goodfriday").   
 
 

In this love, not that we loved God but that he loved us 
and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 

Beloved, since God loved us so much, 
we also ought to love one another. 

-   1 John 4:10-11 
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Christian Education and Discipleship 
The nursery crib room and Sunday School are available for children ages 2 and up. 

Sunday School is held every Sunday from 9:45-10:30 a.m.  
 

 

The Vanguard Class, Basement, Room B4- This exploratory men's class discusses each of  the fa-
thers in scripture. How did they fare? What was their legacy? How does this inform us about being men, 
and fathers in our church family? This exciting study will continue to shape the men of  our church, as 
they face each day of  being who God created us to be. Currently, the Vanguard Class is studying the Par-
ables of  Jesus. 
 

Forum of  Grace, Room 212-  A newly combined class that goes deeper into the theology and scripture 
of  the Parables.  Join us for great lecture and discussion.  
 

Good Books, Room 303- If  you are looking for some good books and conversation about God to in-
tegrate into your everyday life, this is the group for you. The “Good Book Small Group” meets to en-
gage in precisely those kinds of  books and discussions. Conversations will be framed devotionally 
through scripture, hymn, and prayer (including prayer for each other) that relates to the book being ex-
plored. Currently, this class is discussing Desiring the Kingdom by James K. A. Smith.  
 

Pre-K, Room 102- For our youngest Disciples this Pre-K class focuses on getting to know one another, 
getting in tune with teachers and their classmates, as well as just starting the process of  learning what 
God's Love is, and just who is God anyway?  
 

Early Elementary, Room 209- This year they begin with the stories of  the patriarchs and matriarchs 
of  our faith and move with the seasons through the liturgical year.  
 

Pilgrims' Prep, Room 302- Confirmation is a big deal, here at GCPC even more so as we plan to take 
our Confirmands on an annual trip to Scotland following their confirmation! We spend our first year in 
preparation, getting to know one another, and finding out how God has an awesome purpose and plan 
for our lives.  
 

Youth Mentors- This mentoring program has been walking through the little-known books of  the Bi-
ble. Every word that comes from the mouth of  God is precious and awesome; this class is all about get-
ting together and seeing how that Word is present in our life each day.  
 

 

 

 



 

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER 
Lord, hear our prayer for...   

Caleb Gibson, great-grandson of  Jean Appich and grandson of  Charlie and Sharon Appich, as he 
undergoes chemotherapy; Loretta Albertis;  Ann Pais’ daughter-in-law, Jane Pais, with cancer; Susan 
Farrell’s father, Jim, facing health issues;  Elizabeth Russell’s father, Dr. William Russell;  Cynthia 
Holmes’ mother, Constance Lockman; Rosie and George Turner; Marjorie Adams; Dr. Carl and 
Mrs. Jo McMillin; Steve Cobb and his family; Carol Ann Moorhead-George, daughter of  Logan R. 
Moorhead, who is fighting Lyme Disease; Mark Collins, nephew of  Lisa Cardwell, Stuart 
Chapman, and David Russell, and all who are serving in our nation’s Armed Forces.  Pray for peace 
in the Middle East. 

1627 Monument Avenue • Richmond, Virginia 23220 • 804-359-2463 
Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 9:00 a.m.-3:30 p.m.; Wednesday 9:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Friday 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon 

Email: info@grace-covenant.org    Website: www.grace-covenant.org    
Radio: WLES 590 AM & 97.7 FM • Live Streaming www.truthnetwork.com (Click “Listen Live,” then “Richmond, Virginia”) 

 
Pastor: Bobby Hulme-Lippert     Child Development Center Director: Nicole Flournoy 
Director of Music: Christopher Martin      Administrative Support: Martha Rubin 
Director of Christian Formation & Pastoral Asst.: Christopher Tweel Seminary Intern: Lauren Voyles 
Parish Associate for Outreach & Adult Discipleship:  Nelson Reveley  
Communications Director: Denise Shafer    

Sunday Morning Openers for February and Early March: 

February 21- Rob Rosebro 

February 28- Hank Downing 

March 6- Brian Baird  

March 13- Kent Cardwell 

Our worship service is broadcast live from 11:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon on WLES 590 AM 
and 97.7 FM and is streamed Live and by Podcast via our website www.grace-covenant.org , 
under “Listen Online” on the “Home” page and on the “Worship” page.  
  
For Audio CDs, leave a note to the Radio Room in the Glass Office, email or call the main 
church office 359-2463. There is no charge for this service, but any contributions to “The 
Radio Fund” are greatly appreciated and will help to assure the continuation of  this ministry. 
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