
GRACE COVENANT 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Awakening a Love for Christ in the Heart of  Richmond                                                                             
  

January 3, 2016 The Second Sunday after Christmas 10:55 a.m. 
      

Please fill out the communication card and place it in the offering plate during the offertory. 

†Please stand for these parts of  the service. 
 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

WE GATHER TO GLORIFY GOD 
 
 

PRELUDE 
  Organ Partita: In dulci jubilo  James Vivian, b. 1974 
 
  Theme 
  Chorale Prelude 
  Leggiero 
  Toccata   
  
†CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                           Christopher Tweel 
 

One:  We are the ones who are called out, the ekklesia, the citizens of  a New Kingdom. 
All:    Our worship continues, in music, in word, in praise and thankfulness, 
One:  In deeds as we go beyond this place, as care when we meet our brothers and sisters. 
All:    We worship this new day, in a new year, with new hearts. 
One:  We worship God, who has called us here to this place at this time. 
All:    We did not set the time or the place. 
One:  We do not create the good news, but are called to witness it. 
All:    We are called out of  the world into the Presence of  the Lord. 
One:  Thanks be to God. 
All:    Thanks be to God! Amen. 
 

 
 
 



†HYMN 265 (Blue Hymnal)     Wareham 

   Great God, We Sing That Mighty Hand 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-715262. 



†PRAYER OF CONFESSION (IN UNISON)                                          
 

After a week, or year, or a lifetime of  dealing with the constant temptation and 
worry of  this world we come to you, God. Broken and mended, tired and 
inspired, moved after time spent immovable, we meander through your world 
and cannot make our own ends meet—yet, we desperately try to make it on 
our own, create our own sense of  safety and purpose, create our own sense of  
security and joy. But they are doomed effigies. We rant and rail and cry in 
anger because we are afraid. We are afraid of  this world because we cannot 
trust you to care for us in it. Break our unbelief  even as you challenge our 
human plans. Hear our cry and confession. 
  

†ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 
 
 

†GLORIA PATRI 579 (Blue Hymnal)  Greatorex 
    
  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
  world without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 

 

WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                                                    
  
   
OLD TESTAMENT READING                    Daniel 1:1-20                                  Holy Bible, p. 805 
 
   
NEW TESTAMENT READING                    John 16:1-11                                  Holy Bible, p. 986 
 

 

SERMON      “To the Future!” Christopher Tweel 

 

 

 

           

 

 

 



RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
†HYMN 210 (Blue Hymnal)              

 Our God, Our Help in Ages Past   St. Anne 
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†APOSTLES’ CREED (IN UNISON)                      
             

 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of  heaven and earth,  
 

 And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
 born of  the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and  
  buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he  
 ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of  God the Father Almighty;     
 from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  
 

 I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of  saints;  
 the forgiveness of  sins; the resurrection of  the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 

WE GIVE THANKS TO GOD 
 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES, OFFERINGS, AND GIFTS  

 
ANTHEM 

        Alleluia (Cantata: For Unto Us a Child Is Born) Johann Sebastian Bach, 1685-1750 

 

 Alleluia, alleluia, O praised be God,  
 all raise your voices, sing with thankful voices; 
 Thou God today hast given us joy,  
 hold fast to Him and praise His name eternal. 
 
 

†DOXOLOGY 592 (Blue Hymnal)                                                            Old Hundredth 
                                                                                      
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;   
 Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
 Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;  
 Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
 

†PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING                      Nelson Reveley  
 
 

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 
 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS 
 
 

You are invited to hold the bread or the cup in silent prayer until all are served, then partake of the element  

with the whole congregation when invited by the pastor.  For those who need it, a gluten-free wafer is available in each communion plate. 

 



 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts,  
 as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
 and the glory, for ever. Amen. 
 

WE GO FORTH TO LOVE AND SERVE 

 
†HYMN 292 (Blue Hymnal; hymn printed on the following page)  
 All Beautiful the March of  Days Forest Green 
 
†BENEDICTION AND CHORAL RESPONSE 
  Threefold Amen  Anonymous 
   
†POSTLUDE    

  Declamation: Dix (As with Gladness Men of  Old) Craig Phillips, b. 1961 

 

 
Please join us in the Social Room following worship for refreshments and fellowship.  

 
The flowers are given to the glory of  God and in memory of  Lindley B. Hill and Mr. and Mrs. William R. 

Hill, Sr. by the family.  



 

 

 

Text reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-715262. 



PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 

Hearing Aids and Large-Print Hymnals are available from the ushers.  

Each week in 2015, this portion of  the bulletin will contain a quote from a sermon given at Grace Covenant sometime 
during the past 100 years.  In hearing the faithful voices of  our past, we are spurred toward a faithful future together. 

 
 

Our worship service is broadcast live from 11:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon on WLES 590 AM and 
97.7 FM and is streamed live on www.truthnetwork.com (press “Listen Live,” then select 
“Richmond”).   

For podcasts, go to www.grace-covenant.org, click on “Worship,” then the pull-down “Sermons 
Online” and select the Full Service, Sunday Sermons, or Special Performances you wish to 
hear. The podcasts are uploaded within an hour of  the end-of-broadcast.   

For Audio CDs, leave a note to the Radio Room in the Glass Office or call the main church office 
359-2463. There is no charge for this service, but any contributions to “The Radio Fund” are greatly 
appreciated and will help to assure the continuation of  this ministry. 

As one body of  Christ, composed of  diverse individuals bound together by the Holy Spirit: 
 

Grace Covenant will be reborn through faith in Christ for the glory of  God alone. By submitting to Jesus Christ as 
the head of  the church, our community will find new life in Him who is renewing all creation. 

Neighbors of  every stripe-from college students to retired professionals, hardened skeptics to committed believers-will 
fill Grace Covenant to hear the Good News that God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, so that all who 
believe in Him may not perish but have eternal life. 

In response, we will train our desires, thoughts emotions, and actions towards serving God so that He might trans-
form us into grateful disciples of  Jesus Christ who is the Way, the Truth, and the Life. 

 

          - from our 2012 Vision Statement  

http://www.truthnetwork.com/
http://www.grace-covenant.org/


Music Notes 
 
James Vivian (b. 1974), formerly the Assistant Organist of  Lincoln Cathedral and Organ 
Scholar at King's College, Cambridge, is currently the Director of  Music at St George’s 
Chapel, Windsor Castle, where he directs the professional choir of  men and boys. In 
2014, Vivian published a new multi-movement work for organ based on a German carol, 
In dulci jubilo.  
 
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) composed his Christmas cantata For Us a Child Is 
Born around 1720 in Leipzig, Germany. During his time in Weimar, Bach distanced 
himself  from instrumental music and began focusing on vocal music. From 1713 on, he 
focused his energy on the cantata. In the seventeenth century and eighteenth century, the 
cantata was a genre of  the Lutheran Church where poetic texts drawn from the Bible were 
set to music. The Alleluia from Bach’s Christmas cantata is the closing movement.   
 
Craig Phillips (b. 1961) is a distinguished and popular American composer and organist. 
His choral and organ music is heard Sunday by Sunday in churches and cathedrals across 
the United States, and many of  his works have been performed in concert throughout 
North America, Europe, and Asia. Dr. Phillips has served as Director of  Music at All 
Saints’ Church, Beverly Hills since 2009. Declamation: Dix is a festive postlude on the 
Epiphany hymn “As with Gladness Men of  Old” (The Presbyterian Hymnal, #63). 

We are grateful to have you join in worship with us this morning. We are an historic Pres-
byterian church celebrating our centennial anniversary in 2015.  God has been immensely faithful 
for the past 100 years, and we are eager to step faithfully into the next 100!  We continue forward 
by walking in light of  our mission: to train grateful disciples of  Jesus Christ who are doing justice, 
loving mercy, and walking humbly with our God. May you be blessed through worship and fellow-
ship this morning. 

WELCOME TO GRACE COVENANT 

General Announcements 
 

Wednesday Night Suppers- WNS resumes on Wednesday, January 13.  Join us for a special Honduras 
program, good food, and fellowship. 
 

Parent’s Night Out-  Enjoy an adult post-holiday night out.  PNO takes place on Saturday, January 16.  
Please RVSP to info@grace-covenant.org or by calling 359-2463 with name and age of  child. 
 

Rehearsals for all Grace Covenant choirs resume this week, beginning with children’s 
choirs on Wednesday, January 6.  

http://www.stgeorges-windsor.org/
http://www.stgeorges-windsor.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Weimar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Instrumental_music
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vocal_music
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cantata
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/17th_century
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/18th_century
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cantata
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lutheran_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bible
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Music


Greeters Needed!- We are looking for members who would like to offer a friendly smile and a warm 
handshake to our members and guests as they enter our doors for worship Sunday mornings. You can 
volunteer once a quarter, once a month, or as often as you like.  If  you would be interested in finding 
out more or want to participate in this important ministry, please contact Sallie Leys at 358-6071.  
 

Mission and Justice 

 

Honduras Mission Trip- From January 1-9, a team of  seven folks from Grace Covenant (Sarah and 
Matthew Oatts, Susan Pillsbury-David, Ron David, Sallie Leys, Lindsey Wetherby, and Bobby Hulme-
Lippert) will be joining with another 16 folks, some of  whom are from St. Andrews Presbyterian 
Church in Kilmarnock, Virginia, for our annual Honduras mission trip through KHISH.  KHISH is an 
organization that works alongside the people of  southern Honduras to provide medical and dental treat-
ment to those in need. Please be in prayer for this group as they prepare for the trip.  
 

 

STEP’s Jobs for Life Program-VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES  
Tuesdays 6:00-8:30 p.m. 
February 16, 2016 – June 7, 2016 
 

The Missions Committee invites you to join in an upcoming outreach ministry at Grace Covenant, called 
STEP’s Jobs for Life. The Jobs for Life program uses a biblically-based curriculum paired with a team of  
mentors, pastors, and business leaders to help students discover who they are, what gifts and interests 
they possess, and what roadblocks they face in achieving their goals. Jobs for Life is a "soft skills" train-
ing program helping participants to gain, maintain, and thrive in employment. 
 

The following opportunities are available to share your experience and gifts: 
 

Mentors/Champions: Each participant is paired with a champion/mentor, who accompanies him/her 
on this journey through the program. This is a wonderful opportunity to offer a listening ear, encourage-
ment, and one’s own experiences. Mentors/champions join in the Tuesday evening dinner and classes, 
6:00-8:30 pm, and share at least one contact (text, phone, email, meet up, etc.) during the rest of  the 
week.    
 

Dinners: Each class begins with fellowship around a meal from 6:00-6:30 p.m. As with our CARITAS 
ministry, we’re looking for folks to sponsor and prepare meals to share and enjoy with participants, fami-
ly members, mentors, and teachers in Jobs for Life. Expected guests for meal preparation each week is 
around 35.  
 

Childcare: We’ll also be providing structured childcare time for children of  participants, while their par-
ents are in class. The time commitment for this volunteer role is Tuesdays from 6:00-8:30 p.m. (dinner is 
included).  You can volunteer for every Tuesday, or simply on some Tuesdays that you have available. 
 

Business Relations: We need spokespersons who own businesses and some who are a part of  the busi-
nesses community to serve as special guests throughout the JFL program (i.e., employer roundtables, 
mock interviews, etc.). The business relations guests will also serve as references and provide networking 
opportunities for the JfL graduates.   
 

If  you would like to learn more or volunteer, please contact Nelson Reveley at nmr2uf@virginia.edu or 
(804) 387-8094. 

 



Christian Education and Discipleship 
The nursery crib room and Sunday School are available for children ages 2 and up. 

Sunday School is held every Sunday from 9:45-10:30 a.m.  
The Nursery Crib Room (Rm. 103) and Sunday School are available for children ages 2 and up. 

 

The Vanguard Class, Basement, Room B4- This exploratory men's class discusses each of  the fa-
thers in scripture. How did they fare? What was their legacy? How does this inform us about being men, 
and fathers in our church family? This exciting study will continue to shape the men of  our church, as 
they face each day of  being who God created us to be.  
 

Forum of  Grace, Room 212-  A newly combined class that goes deeper into the theology and scripture 
of  the Parables.  Join us for great lecture and discussion.  
 

Good Books, Room 303- If  you are looking for some good books and conversation about God to in-
tegrate into your everyday life, this is the group for you. The “Good Book Small Group” meets to en-
gage in precisely those kinds of  books and discussions. Conversations will be framed devotionally 
through scripture, hymn, and prayer (including prayer for each other) that relates to the book being ex-
plored.    
 

Pre- K, Room 102- For our youngest Disciples this Pre-K class focuses on getting to know one another, 
getting in tune with teachers and their classmates, as well as just starting the process of  learning what 
God's Love is, and just who is God anyway?  

 

Early Elementary, Room 209- This year they begin with the stories of  the patriarchs and matriarchs 
of  our faith and move with the seasons through the liturgical year.  

 

Pilgrims' Prep, Room 302- Confirmation is a big deal, here at GCPC even more so as we plan to take 
our Confirmands on an annual trip to Scotland following their confirmation! We spend our first year in 
preparation, getting to know one another, and finding out how God has an awesome purpose and plan 
for our lives.  

 

Youth Mentors- This mentoring program has been walking through the little-known books of  the Bi-
ble. Every word that comes from the mouth of  God is precious and awesome; this class is all about get-
ting together and seeing how that Word is present in our life each day.  
 

 

 

 



 

 

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER 
Lord, hear our prayer for...   

Caleb Gibson, great-grandson of  Jean Appich and grandson of  Charlie and Sharon Appich, as he 
undergoes chemotherapy; Loretta Albertis;  Ann Pais’ daughter-in-law, Jane Pais, with cancer; Susan 
Farrell’s father, Jim, facing health issues;  Elizabeth Russell’s father, Dr. William Russell;  Cynthia 
Holmes’ mother, Constance Lockman; Rosie and George Turner; Dr. Carl and Mrs. Jo McMillin; 
Steve Cobb and his family; Carol Ann Moorhead-George, daughter of  Logan R. Moorhead, who is 
fighting Lyme Disease; Deloris Crews, who continues to recover from a leg fracture; Mark Collins, 
nephew of  Lisa Cardwell, Stuart Chapman, and David Russell, and all who are serving in our 
nation’s Armed Forces.  Pray for peace in the Middle East. 

1627 Monument Avenue • Richmond, Virginia 23220 • 804-359-2463 
Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 9:00 a.m.-3:30 p.m.; Wednesday 9:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Friday 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon 

Email: info@grace-covenant.org    Website: www.grace-covenant.org    
Radio: WLES 590 AM & 97.7 FM • Live Streaming www.truthnetwork.com (Click “Listen Live,” then “Richmond, Virginia”) 

 
Pastor: Bobby Hulme-Lippert     Child Development Center Director: Nicole Flournoy 
Director of Music: Christopher Martin      Administrative Support: Martha Rubin 
Director of Christian Formation & Pastoral Asst.: Christopher Tweel Seminary Intern: Lauren Voyles 
Parish Associate for Outreach & Adult Discipleship:  Nelson Reveley  
Communications Director: Denise Shafer    

Sunday Morning Openers/Closers for January 2016: 

January 3– Brian Baird 

January 10– Jake Savage 

January 17– Cal Gray 

January 24– Pete Sizemore 

mailto:info@grace-covenant.org
http://www.grace-covenant.org
http://www.truthnetwork.com

