
GRACE COVENANT 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Awakening a Love for Christ in the Heart of  Richmond                                                                             
  

December 27, 2015 The First Sunday After Christmas 10:55 a.m. 
      

Please fill out the communication card and place it in the offering plate during the offertory. 

†Please stand for these parts of  the service. 
 

 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

WE GATHER TO GLORIFY GOD 

 
 

PRELUDE 
  Greensleeves to a Ground  Anonymous 
  Christine Anderson, violin   
  
 
†CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                           Christopher Tweel
                                                

One: Each week that we enter into Your church, 

All: Each moment that we are awash in Your Spirit, 

One: We are joyful at the promise fulfilled in Your Son, Jesus Christ. 

All: We are glad to be counted as Your children, 

One: To experience Your Grace, 

All: To know the Life that Your Son brings. 

One: Herald for us a new day, a new life, in each moment. 

All: Refresh our weariness; cast aside our doubt; 

One: Prepare us for worship. 

Amen 

 



†HYMN 159 (Red Hymnal)     Greensleeves 

   What Child Is This 
 
 

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-715262. 



†PRAYER OF CONFESSION (IN UNISON)                                          
 

Especially in this season we are called to witness to the joy of  servanthood. Yet so 
many years we find ourselves filled with tiredness. We blame ourselves, we blame too 
much food, or too many gifts, yet the fault lies in midst of  our simple human nature. 
We forget where Your Son is and seek Him where He is not. Remind us, God, that 
Christ resides in You, in Your will, in Your purposes, and for the sake of  Your love 
and grace. It is in that grace that we can allow our fault to wash over us, and 
approach Your house, Your business, with passion and a full heart.  
Amen. 
  

†ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 
 
 

†GLORIA PATRI 579 (Blue Hymnal)  Greatorex 
    
  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
  world without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 

 

WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                                                    
  
   
OLD TESTAMENT READING Psalm 148 Holy Bible, p. 571 
 
VOLUNTARY  
 Pastorale (Messiah)  George Frederick Handel, 1685-1759 
 Christine Anderson, violin  
   
NEW TESTAMENT READING Luke 2:41-52  Holy Bible, p. 936 
 

 

SERMON   “What Are You Looking For?” Reverend H. Carson Rhyne  

           

RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
 
 



†HYMN 56 (Blue Hymnal)              

 The First Nowell   The First Nowell 
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†APOSTLES’ CREED (IN UNISON)                      
             

 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of  heaven and earth,  
 

 And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
 born of  the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and  
  buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he  
 ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of  God the Father Almighty;     
 from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  
 

 I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of  saints;  
 the forgiveness of  sins; the resurrection of  the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts,  
 as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
 and the glory, for ever. Amen. 
 
 
 

WE GIVE THANKS TO GOD 
 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES, OFFERINGS, AND GIFTS  

 
VOLUNTARY 

        Gesù Bambino  Pietro Yon, 1886-1943 

  Christine Anderson, violin 

 
 
 

†DOXOLOGY 592 (Blue Hymnal)                                                            Old Hundredth 
                                                                                      
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;   
 Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
 Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;  
 Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
 
†PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

 
 



WE GO FORTH TO LOVE AND SERVE 

 
†HYMN 28 (Blue Hymnal; hymn printed on the following page)  
 Good Christian Friends, Rejoice In Dulci Jubilo 
 
†BENEDICTION  
 
   
†POSTLUDE    

  Final (Organ Symphony No. 6, Op. 42)  Charles-Marie Widor, 1844-1937 

 

 
Please join us in the Social Room following worship for refreshments and fellowship.  

 
  



 

 

 

Text reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-715262. 



PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 

Hearing Aids and Large-Print Hymnals are available from the ushers.  

Each week in 2015, this portion of  the bulletin will contain a quote from a sermon given at Grace Covenant sometime 
during the past 100 years.  In hearing the faithful voices of  our past, we are spurred toward a faithful future together. 

Our worship service is broadcast live from 11:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon on WLES 590 AM and 
97.7 FM and is streamed live on www.truthnetwork.com (press “Listen Live,” then select 
“Richmond”).   

For podcasts, go to www.grace-covenant.org, click on “Worship,” then the pull-down “Sermons 
Online” and select the Full Service, Sunday Sermons, or Special Performances you wish to 
hear. The podcasts are uploaded within an hour of  the end-of-broadcast.   

For Audio CDs, leave a note to the Radio Room in the Glass Office or call the main church office 
359-2463. There is no charge for this service, but any contributions to “The Radio Fund” are greatly 
appreciated and will help to assure the continuation of  this ministry. 

 
 

“We must remember that the purpose of  the church is to be the redeemed society of  God 
witnessing by life and word to the truth that is in Christ.”  

 

Ben Lacy Rose, 1957 
“Racial Segregation in the Church” 

 

As one body of  Christ, composed of  diverse individuals bound together by the Holy Spirit: 
 

We will share the Gospel in an intellectually rigorous manner that does not belittle doubt yet calls all to acknowledge 
their need for God’s grace offered through Jesus Christ.  We will endeavor to fulfill Christ’s commandment to go and 
make disciples of  all nations.  

 

          - from our 2012 Vision Statement  

http://www.truthnetwork.com/
http://www.grace-covenant.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to all who joined us for the wonderful Candlelight Carol Service on Sunday, December 20! 

We are grateful to have you join in worship with us this morning. We are an historic Pres-
byterian church celebrating our centennial anniversary in 2015.  God has been immensely faithful 
for the past 100 years, and we are eager to step faithfully into the next 100!  We continue forward 
by walking in light of  our mission: to train grateful disciples of  Jesus Christ who are doing justice, 
loving mercy, and walking humbly with our God. May you be blessed through worship and fellow-
ship this morning. 

WELCOME TO GRACE COVENANT 

General Announcements 
 

Wednesday Night Suppers- WNS resumes on Wednesday, January 13.  Join us for a special Honduras 
program, good food, and fellowship. 
 

Parent’s Night Out-  Enjoy an adult post-holiday night out.  PNO takes place on Saturday, January 16.  
Please RVSP to info@grace-covenant.org or by calling 359-2463 with name and age of  child. 
 

Greeters Needed!- We are looking for members who would like to offer a friendly smile and a warm 
handshake to our members and guests as they enter our doors for worship Sunday mornings. You can 
volunteer once a quarter, once a month, or as often as you like.  If  you would be interested in finding 
out more or want to participate in this important ministry, please contact Sallie Leys at 358-6071.  

 
 



Mission and Justice 

 

Fruit Borne from RISC Justice and Reform Ministry 

Our partnership in RISC (Richmonders Involved to Strengthen our Communities) has been bearing 
fruit! Over the last few years, we have helped spur Richmond City Council to activate the city's Afforda-
ble Housing Trust Fund. This fund encourages the rehabilitation and construction of  affordably sized 
and priced units, for which there is currently great need from families living on extremely tight budg-
ets. The City's November 24 press release also notes, "The 2015 AHTF awards, totaling nearly one mil-
lion dollars, are expected to generate more than $23.5 million in affordable housing development in the 
city and nearly 200 new and rehabilitated affordable housing units. In addition, special housing related 
services will be provided to more than 220 families and homeless individuals." Enormous thanks to all 
who have participated in RISC and the annual Nehemiah Action over the years! God is Good! 
 

Honduras Mission Trip- From January 1-9, a team of  seven folks from Grace Covenant (Sarah and 
Matthew Oatts, Susan Pillsbury-David, Ron David, Sallie Leys, Lindsey Wetherby, and Bobby Hulme-
Lippert) will be joining with another 16 folks, some of  whom are from St. Andrews Presbyterian 
Church in Kilmarnock, Virginia, for our annual Honduras mission trip through KHISH.  KHISH is an 
organization that works alongside the people of  southern Honduras to provide medical and dental treat-
ment to those in need. Please be in prayer for this group as they prepare for the trip.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Christian Education and Discipleship 
The nursery crib room and Sunday School are available for children ages 2 and up. 

Sunday School is held every Sunday from 9:45-10:30 a.m.  
The Nursery Crib Room (Rm. 103) and Sunday School are available for children ages 2 and up. 

 

The Vanguard Class, Basement, Room B4- This exploratory men's class discusses each of  the fa-
thers in scripture. How did they fare? What was their legacy? How does this inform us about being men, 
and fathers in our church family? This exciting study will continue to shape the men of  our church, as 
they face each day of  being who God created us to be.  
 

Forum of  Grace, Room 212-  A newly combined class that goes deeper into the theology and scripture 
of  the Parables.  Join us for great lecture and discussion.  
 

Good Books, Room 303- If  you are looking for some good books and conversation about God to inte-
grate into your everyday life, this is the group for you. The “Good Book Small Group” meets to engage 
in precisely those kinds of  books and discussions. Conversations will be framed devotionally through 
scripture, hymn, and prayer (including prayer for each other) that relates to the book being explored.    
 

Pre- K, Room 102- For our youngest Disciples this Pre-K class focuses on getting to know one another, 
getting in tune with teachers and their classmates, as well as just starting the process of  learning what 
God's Love is, and just who is God anyway?  

 

Early Elementary, Room 209- This year they begin with the stories of  the patriarchs and matriarchs 
of  our faith and move with the seasons through the liturgical year.  

 

Pilgrims' Prep, Room 302- Confirmation is a big deal, here at GCPC even more so as we plan to take 
our Confirmands on an annual trip to Scotland following their confirmation! We spend our first year in 
preparation, getting to know one another and finding out how God has an awesome purpose and plan 
for our lives.  

 

Youth Mentors- This mentoring program has been walking through the little-known books of  the Bi-
ble. Every word that comes from the mouth of  God is precious and awesome; this class is all about get-
ting together and seeing how that Word is present in our life each day.  
 

 

 

 



 

 

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER 
Lord, hear our prayer for...   

Caleb Gibson, great-grandson of  Jean Appich and grandson of  Charlie and Sharon Appich, as he 
undergoes chemotherapy; Loretta Albertis;  Ann Pais’ daughter-in-law, Jane Pais, with cancer; Susan 
Farrell’s father, Jim, facing health issues;  Elizabeth Russell’s father, Dr. William Russell;  Cynthia 
Holmes’ mother, Constance Lockman; Rosie and George Turner; Dr. Carl and Mrs. Jo McMillin; 
Steve Cobb and his family; Chris Martin’s mother, Brenda Barrett, currently recovering from an 
automobile accident; Carol Ann Moorhead-George, daughter of  Logan R. Moorhead, who is fighting 
Lyme Disease; Cherry Corley and her family as they grieve the recent death of  her brother, Charles; 
Deloris Crews, who continues to recover from a leg fracture; Mark Collins, nephew of  Lisa 
Cardwell, Stuart Chapman, and David Russell, and all who are serving in our nation’s Armed 
Forces.  Pray for peace in the Middle East. 

1627 Monument Avenue • Richmond, Virginia 23220 • 804-359-2463 
Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 9:00 a.m.-3:30 p.m.; Wednesday 9:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Friday 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon 

Email: info@grace-covenant.org    Website: www.grace-covenant.org    
Radio: WLES 590 AM & 97.7 FM • Live Streaming www.truthnetwork.com (Click “Listen Live,” then “Richmond, Virginia”) 

 
Pastor: Bobby Hulme-Lippert     Child Development Center Director: Nicole Flournoy 
Director of Music: Christopher Martin      Administrative Support: Martha Rubin 
Director of Christian Formation & Pastoral Asst.: Christopher Tweel Seminary Intern: Lauren Voyles 
Parish Associate for Outreach & Adult Discipleship:  Nelson Reveley  
Communications Director: Denise Shafer    

Sunday Morning Openers/Closers for the rest of  2015: 

December 27- Hank Downing  

mailto:info@grace-covenant.org
http://www.grace-covenant.org
http://www.truthnetwork.com

