
GRACE COVENANT 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Awakening a Love for Christ in the Heart of  Richmond                                                                             
  

 December 6, 2015 The Second Sunday of  Advent  10:55 a.m. 
      

Please fill out the communication card and place it in the offering plate during the offertory. 

†Please stand for these parts of  the service. 
 

 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

WE GATHER TO GLORIFY GOD 

 
 

PRELUDE 
           Comfort, Comfort You My People  Gerald Near, b. 1942
     
THE LIGHTING OF THE SECOND ADVENT CANDLE  Cheryl, James, Elena, and  
                                                                                      Julia Atchison  
 
 
†CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                            
 

One:  In this season of  expectation, 
 

All:  we prepare to welcome Christ Jesus, who is our Hope. 
 

One:  Into the bustle of  our lives and the hard-to-find moments of  solitude 
 

All:  we prepare to welcome Christ Jesus, who is our Peace. 
 

One:  Into our lives, our homes, and our world,  
 

All:  we prepare to welcome Christ Jesus, who is our Salvation. 

 

 

 

 



†HYMN 13 (Blue Hymnal)                   Prepare the Way                    Bereden väg för Herran 

 
     

  
 

 

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-715262. 



†PRAYER OF CONFESSION (IN UNISON)                                        Bobby Hulme-Lippert  
 

Lord God, 
we praise you for sending light into this world.  
We confess that we live as though the light had never defeated darkness.  
We confess that we ignore the Savior you sent to be among us and to live in us.  
We’ve kept the birth of your Son confined to the Christmas season  
and do not yearn for his coming each moment in our waiting hearts.  
Forgive us for not opening our eyes to Jesus.  
Prepare us for his return.  
May his light illumine us this day and forevermore. Amen. 
  

†ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 
 
 

†GLORIA PATRI 579 (Blue Hymnal)  Greatorex 
    
  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
  world without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 

At this time, children 6 years and younger are invited to come to the front of the sanctuary to go with one of our leaders to children’s chapel 
after which, they will join our paid staff in Room 102.  Children can be picked up there after the service. 

 

WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                                                    
    
OLD TESTAMENT READING    Malachi 3:1-4  Holy Bible, p. 874 
   
NEW TESTAMENT READING                    Luke 1:68-79  Holy Bible, p. 934 
 

SERMON                                                “Pure”                                            Christopher Tweel 



 

†HYMN 5 (Blue Hymnal)            Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence                                Picardy  
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WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

 
 

†APOSTLES’ CREED (IN UNISON)           Bobby Hulme-Lippert
             

 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of  heaven and earth,  
 

 And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
 born of  the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and  
  buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he  
 ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of  God the Father Almighty;     
 from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  
 

 I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of  saints;  
 the forgiveness of  sins; the resurrection of  the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 

WE GIVE THANKS TO GOD 
 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES, OFFERINGS, AND GIFTS  
 

ANTHEM 

 There Shall a Star from Jacob Come Forth (Christus) Felix Mendelssohn, 1809-1847 
 

 There shall a star from Jacob come forth,  
 and a Sceptre from Israel rise up,  
 and dash in pieces Princes and Nations. 
 
 How brightly beams the morning star!  
 With sudden radiance from afar 
 With light and comfort glowing! 
 Thy Word, Jesus, inly feeds us, 
 Rightly leads us,  
 Life bestowing. 
 Praise, oh praise such love o’erflowing! 
 
 

†DOXOLOGY 592 (Blue Hymnal)                                                            Old Hundredth 
                                                                                      
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;   
 Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
 Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;   
 Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
†PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

 
 

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER                                        Reverend Sampson Lodo 



 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS 

 

You are invited to hold the bread or the cup in silent prayer until all are served, then partake of the element  
with the whole congregation when invited by the pastor.  For those who need it, a gluten-free wafer is available in each communion plate. 

 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts,  
 as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
 and the glory, for ever. Amen. 

 
WE GO FORTH TO LOVE AND SERVE 

 
†HYMN 147 (Red Hymnal; hymn printed on the following page)  
 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel Veni Emmanuel 
 
†BENEDICTION AND CHORAL RESPONSE 
  Rejoice! Rejoice!  Veni Emmanuel 
   
†POSTLUDE    
  Carillon on “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People”  Alfred Fedak, b. 1953 

  
 

Please join us in the Social Room following worship for refreshments and fellowship.  

 
Linda Pitts and Carol Wood are part of the GCPC prayer team.  

They will be available to offer prayer at the front of the sanctuary immediately after the service of worship.   
 

 The flowers are given to the glory of  God and in loving memory of  our parents, Ed 
and Esther Aschmann, by Carol Benson and Stephen Aschmann. 

 



 

 

Text reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-715262. 



PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 

Hearing Aids and Large-Print Hymnals are available from the ushers.  

Each week in 2015, this portion of  the bulletin will contain a quote from a sermon given at Grace Covenant sometime 
during the past 100 years.  In hearing the faithful voices of  our past, we are spurred toward a faithful future together. 

Our worship service is broadcast live from 11:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon on WLES 590 AM and 
97.7 FM and is streamed live on www.truthnetwork.com (press “Listen Live,” then select 
“Richmond”).   

For podcasts, go to www.grace-covenant.org, click on “Worship,” then the pull-down “Sermons 
Online” and select the Full Service, Sunday Sermons, or Special Performances you wish to 
hear. The podcasts are uploaded within an hour of  the end-of-broadcast.   

For Audio CDs, leave a note to the Radio Room in the Glass Office or call the main church office 
359-2463. There is no charge for this service, but any contributions to “The Radio Fund” are greatly 
appreciated and will help to assure the continuation of  this ministry. 

 
 

“True worship can never be a mere form of ceremony or hypocrisy.  Its value is determined 
by the sincerity of  our heart.  It must affect our lives, determine the way we conduct our busi-

ness, operate our homes, spend our money...all this week, men should be able to tell by the 
beauty of our lives that we have worshiped God in His house.”  

 

William B. Ward, “The Spirit of Worship” 

 

As one body of  Christ, composed of  diverse individuals bound together by the Holy Spirit: 
 

We will join in community across the generational, ethnic, racial, and economic barriers that separate God’s children.  
We will walk together in a manner worthy of  the calling to which we have been called, with all humility and gentle-
ness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, eager to maintain the unity of  the Spirit in the bond of  peace. 

 

          - from our 2012 Vision Statement  

http://www.truthnetwork.com/
http://www.grace-covenant.org/


MUSIC NOTES 
 

Gerald Near (b. 1942) is generally considered one of  the finest composers of  church music writing 
today. He has made a distinct impact on the organ, choral, and church music worlds. In the mid-1990’s 
Near composed three sets of chorale preludes for organ which were modeled after Bach’s 
Orgelbüchlein—a collection of preludes spanning the Liturgical Year. Today’s prelude is an elaboration 
on the Advent hymn Comfort, Comfort You My People (Presbyterian Hymnal, #3). 

 

In 1847, the last year of  his life, Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847) began to work on his oratorio 
Christus. The unfinished work was intended to span the life of Jesus Christ. Today’s choral anthem 
comes from the first part of  the oratorio and incorporates a German Epiphany hymn tune (Presbyterian 
Hymnal, #69). 

 

Alfred Fedak’s (b. 1953) carillon on a German Advent carol is a tune from the Geneva Psalter in 1551. 
The descending scales in this piece imitate the sounds of  change ringing, hence the title, Carillon.  

 

 

We are grateful to have you join in worship with us this morning. We are an historic Pres-
byterian church celebrating our centennial anniversary in 2015.  God has been immensely faithful 
for the past 100 years, and we are eager to step faithfully into the next 100!  We continue forward 
by walking in light of  our mission: to train grateful disciples of  Jesus Christ who are doing justice, 
loving mercy, and walking humbly with our God. May you be blessed through worship and fellow-
ship this morning. 

WELCOME TO GRACE COVENANT 

 

CHRISTMAS EVENTS 

 

 

Volunteer Decorators Needed- Please join us on Saturday, December 12, at 8:30 a.m. to decorate the 
sanctuary for Christmas.  We are also looking for volunteers to help prepare for the Candlelight service 
on Saturday, December 19, at 10:00 a.m. Your support will help prepare the church for our special sea-
son of  programs. 
  

Candlelight Carol Service- Sunday, December 20, at 5:00 p.m. Join us for a beautiful evening of  
lessons and carols, featuring the Chancel, Junior and Handbell Choirs, as well as soloists. Childcare will 
be provided and a reception follows the service. 
 

Christmas Eve Service- We will have our annual Christmas Eve service on Thursday, December 24, 
at 5:00 p.m. in the chapel. Childcare is provided during this time. 
 

 



 
General Announcements 

 
Pledges for 2016- Thank you to those of  you have made your pledge for the 2016 GCPC Mission and 
Ministry!  Your generosity allows us to continue God’s mission as we step into our 101st year together. 
To date we have 96 pledges totaling $427,599. If  you have not submitted your pledge, you may do so by 
filling out one of  the pledge cards found in the pew rack and placing it in the offering plate or submit-
ting it to the church office. 
 

 

Greeters Needed!- We are looking for members who would like to offer a friendly smile and a warm 
handshake to our members and guests as they enter our doors for worship Sunday mornings. You can 
volunteer once a quarter, once a month, or as often as you like.  If  you would be interested in finding 
out more or want to participate in this important ministry, please contact Sallie Leys at 358-6071.  
 

 

 

Called Congregational Meeting- The Session has called a congregational meeting for Sunday, Decem-
ber 13, immediately following the service of  worship for the purpose of  updating the congregation on 
the 2015 budget. 

 

Mission and Justice 

 

Honduras Mission Trip- From January 1-9, a team of  seven folks from Grace Covenant (Sarah and 
Matthew Oatts, Susan Pillsbury-David, Ron David, Sallie Leys, Lindsey Wetherby, and Bobby Hulme-
Lippert) will be joining with another 16 folks, some of  whom are from St. Andrews Presbyterian 
Church in Kilmarnock, Virginia, for our annual Honduras mission trip through KHISH.  KHISH is an 
organization that works alongside the people of  southern Honduras to provide medical and dental treat-
ment to those in need. Please be in prayer for this group as they prepare for the trip.  

 

 

 

Wednesday Night Supper 

 
Save yourself the midweek hassle of cooking dinner and come join us Wednesday nights at 6:00 p.m. 
for a time of growth in fellowship and faith! Every night we'll have arts and crafts for the kids, timely 
announcements, worship preparation cards for the coming Sunday, and either faith-infused live mu-
sic, a trivia night, or an excellent speaker! $5 per adult, $2 per child, with $12 max per family. Our up-
coming schedule is below:  
 

 

December 9- CDC Christmas Party Dinner—a fun night to enjoy Christmas carols and fellowship.  Kid’s 
snack and meal included. 
 

No WNS after December 9, until after the New Year. 



 

Consider Gifts That Keep On Giving- Not sure what to give a loved one this year? Or not sure what 
to ask for as a gift? As we celebrate God's coming incarnate as Christ, please consider asking for - or giv-
ing - a donation to one of  the local ministries we support: STEP, Boaz & Ruth, CARITAS, RISC, Sha-
lom Farms, Richmond Justice Initiative, CHAT, Church Hill Academy, Elijah House Academy, among 
others.  
 

Or consider inviting loved ones to give the gift of  their time and fellowship volunteering with you at a 
place like Shalom Farms or STEP.  
 

Let us celebrate Christ's birth in the scriptural spirit of  1 John 4:9, 11, "God's love was revealed among 
us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him... No one has ev-
er seen God; if  we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us." 

 

Christian Education and Discipleship 
The nursery crib room and Sunday School are available for children ages 2 and up. 

Sunday School is held every Sunday from 9:45-10:30 a.m.  
The Nursery Crib Room (Rm. 103) and Sunday School are available for children ages 2 and up. 

 

The Vanguard Class, Basement, Room B4- This exploratory men's class discusses each of the fathers in 
scripture. How did they fare? What was their legacy? How does this inform us about being men, and fathers in 
our church family? This exciting study will continue to shape the men of our church, as they face each day of 
being who God created us to be.  
 

Forum of Grace, Room 212-  A newly combined class that goes deeper into the theology and scripture of the 
Parables.  Join us for great lecture and discussion.  
 

Good Books, Room 303- If you are looking for some good books and conversation about God to integrate in-
to your everyday life, this is the group for you. The “Good Book Small Group” meets to engage in precisely 
those kinds of books and discussions. Conversations will be framed devotionally through scripture, hymn, and 
prayer (including prayer for each other) that relates to the book being explored.    
 

Pre- K, Room 102- For our youngest Disciples this Pre-K class focuses on getting to know one another, getting 
in tune with teachers and their classmates, as well as just starting the process of learning what God's Love is, and 
just who is God anyway?  
 

Early Elementary, Room 209- This year they begin with the stories of the patriarchs and matriarchs of our 
faith and move with the seasons through the liturgical year.  
 

Pilgrims' Prep, Room 302- Confirmation is a big deal, here at GCPC even more so as we plan to take our 
Confirmands on an annual trip to Scotland following their confirmation! We spend our first year in preparation, 
getting to know one another and finding out how God has an awesome purpose and plan for our lives.  
 

Youth Mentors- This mentoring program has been walking through the little-known books of the Bible. Every 
word that comes from the mouth of God is precious and awesome; this class is all about getting together and 
seeing how that Word is present in our life each day.  
 

 



 

 

 

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER 
Lord, hear our prayer for...   

Caleb Gibson, great-grandson of  Jean Appich and grandson of  Charlie and Sharon Appich, as he 
undergoes chemotherapy; Loretta Albertis;  Ann Pais’ daughter-in-law, Jane Pais, with cancer; Susan 
Farrell’s father, Jim, facing health issues;  Elizabeth Russell’s father, Dr. William Russell;  Cynthia 
Holmes’ mother, Constance Lockman; Rosie and George Turner; Dr. Carl and Mrs. Jo McMillin; 
Steve Cobb and his family; Chris Martin’s mother, Brenda Barrett, currently recovering from an 
automobile accident; Carol Ann Moorhead-George, daughter of  Logan R. Moorhead, who is fighting 
Lyme Disease; Deloris Crews, who continues to recover from a leg fracture; Mark Collins, nephew 
of  Lisa Cardwell, Stuart Chapman, and David Russell, and all who are serving in our nation’s 
Armed Forces.  Pray for peace in the Middle East. 

1627 Monument Avenue • Richmond, Virginia 23220 • 804-359-2463 
Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 9:00 a.m.-3:30 p.m.; Wednesday 9:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Friday 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon 

Email: info@grace-covenant.org    Website: www.grace-covenant.org    
Radio: WLES 590 AM & 97.7 FM • Live Streaming www.truthnetwork.com (Click “Listen Live,” then “Richmond, Virginia”) 

 
Pastor: Bobby Hulme-Lippert     Child Development Center Director: Nicole Flournoy 
Director of Music: Christopher Martin      Administrative Support: Martha Rubin 
Director of Christian Formation & Pastoral Asst.: Christopher Tweel Seminary Intern: Lauren Voyles 
Parish Associate for Outreach & Adult Discipleship:  Nelson Reveley  
Communications Director: Denise Shafer    

Sunday Morning Openers/Closers for the Coming Weeks: 

December 6 - Lloyd Bostian 

December 13- Cal Gray 

December 20- Rob Rosebro 

December 27- Hank Downing  

Don’t forget to donate a Memorial Poinsettia or contribute to the Christmas 
Greens Fund.  Donation forms and the drop box are in the hallway across from 
the social room. DEADLINE IS DECEMBER 7. 

mailto:info@grace-covenant.org
http://www.grace-covenant.org
http://www.truthnetwork.com

