
GRACE COVENANT 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Awakening a Love for Christ in the Heart of  Richmond                                                                             
  

 November 15, 2015 The Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time  10:55 a.m. 
      

Please fill out the communication card and place it in the offering plate during the offertory. 

†Please stand for these parts of  the service. 
 

 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
 

WE GATHER TO GLORIFY GOD 

 
 

PRELUDE 
  Andante (Concerto in A Minor, BWV 1041) Johann Sebastian Bach, 1685-1750 
  Christine Anderson, violin 
   
 
   
†CALL TO WORSHIP  (Based on Psalm 90) Bobby Hulme-Lippert 
  
 One:  Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations. 
 
 All:  Before the mountains were brought forth,  
  or ever you had formed the earth and the world,  
  from everlasting to everlasting you are God. 
 
 One: Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love,  
  so that we may rejoice and be glad all our days. 
 
 All:  Let the favor of  the Lord our God be upon us! 
 
 
 



†HYMN 462 (Blue Hymnal)  
    Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies  Ratisbon 

 

 

 

 
 Music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-715262. 



†PRAYER OF CONFESSION (IN UNISON)   
 

Merciful God, 
You pardon all who truly repent and turn to you. 
We humbly confess our sins and ask your mercy. 
We have not loved you with a pure heart, 
nor have we loved our neighbor as ourselves. 
We have not done justice, loved kindness, 
or walked humbly with you, our God. 
Have mercy on us, O God, in your loving-kindness. 
In your great compassion, cleanse us from our sin. 
Through Jesus we pray. Amen. 

  
†ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 
 

†GLORIA PATRI 579 (Blue Hymnal)  Greatorex 
    
  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
  world without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

JUNIOR CHOIR 
  Let Us Give Thanks to the Lord  Roger Thornhill 
 
  Let us give thanks to the Lord. With jubilant voice and joyful noise... 
  Let us give thanks to the Lord. With praise loud and strong and joyful song… 
  For gifts, small and great, we offer our praise. For life and for love, our worship we raise. 
  For the beauty of  the earth, for the glory of  the skies, for the love which from our birth 
  over and around us lies. Lord of  all, to Thee we raise this our hymn of  grateful praise. 

 
 

At this time, children 6 years and younger are invited to come to the front of the sanctuary to go with one of our leaders to children’s chapel 
where they will join our paid staff in Room 102.  Children can be picked up there after the service. 

 

 

WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                                                   
    
OLD TESTAMENT READING Exodus 39:32-43 Holy Bible, p. 123333
   
NEW TESTAMENT READING John 1:1-14 Holy Bible, p. 12333  

   

SERMON “God Is Near” Bobby Hulme-Lippert 



WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

 

†HYMN 425 (Blue Hymnal) 
  Lord of  Light, Your Name Outshining  Abbot’s Leigh 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-715262. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
†APOSTLES’ CREED (IN UNISON)                   Lauren Voyles 
     

 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of  heaven and earth,  
 

 And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
 born of  the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and  
  buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he  
 ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of  God the Father Almighty;     
 from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  
 

 I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of  saints;  
 the forgiveness of  sins; the resurrection of  the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts,  
 as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
 and the glory, for ever. Amen. 
 
 

WE GIVE THANKS TO GOD 
 
 
PRESENTATION OF TITHES, OFFERINGS, AND GIFTS  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



ANTHEM 

 A Clare Benediction John Rutter, b. 1945 
 
 May the Lord show His mercy upon you; 
 May the light of  His presence be your guide: 
 May He guard you and uphold you; 
 May His Spirit be ever by your side. 
 When you sleep, may His angels watch over you; 
 When you wake, may He fill you with His grace: 
 May you love Him and serve Him all your days. 
 Then in heaven may you see His face.  
      

Words by John Rutter © 1998 by Oxford University Press.  
Reprinted with permission under OneLicense.net #A-715262. 

 

†DOXOLOGY 592 (Blue Hymnal)                                                            Old Hundredth 
                                                                                      
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;   
 Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
 Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;   
 Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
†PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

 

WE GO FORTH TO LOVE AND SERVE 

 
†HYMN 510 (hymn printed on the following page)  
 Jesus, Thou Joy of  Loving Hearts Quebec 
 
 
†BENEDICTION AND CHORAL RESPONSE 
  God Be with You Till We Meet Again  William Tomer 
   
   
†POSTLUDE    
  Prélude (Suite Medievale)   Jean Langlais, 1907-1991 

  
Please join us in the Social Room following worship for refreshments and fellowship.  

 
Susan Farrell and Emmanuel Nyankson are part of  the GCPC prayer team. They will be available to 

offer prayer at the front of  the sanctuary immediately after the service of  worship.   

 

 The flowers are given for the glory of  God  
and in loving memory of  my parents, Arnold and Hazel Curtis, by Judith Curtis Waldron.  



 

 

 

Text reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-715262. 



PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 

Hearing Aids and Large-Print Hymnals are available from the ushers.  

Each week in 2015, this portion of  the bulletin will contain a quote from a sermon given at Grace Covenant sometime 
during the past 100 years.  In hearing the faithful voices of  our past, we are spurred toward a faithful future together. 

Our worship service is broadcast live from 11:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon on WLES 590 AM and 
97.7 FM and is streamed live on www.truthnetwork.com (press “Listen Live,” then select 
“Richmond”).   

For podcasts, go to www.grace-covenant.org, click on “Worship,” then the pull-down “Sermons 
Online” and select the Full Service, Sunday Sermons, or Special Performances you wish to 
hear. The podcasts are uploaded within an hour of  the end-of-broadcast.   

For Audio CDs, leave a note to the Radio Room in the Glass Office or call the main church office 
359-2463. There is no charge for this service, but any contributions to “The Radio Fund” are greatly 
appreciated and will help to assure the continuation of  this ministry. 

 
 

“Boldness was one of  the characteristics of  the early Christians.  We must have courage to 
speak out, unequivocally, against what is wrong and for what is right in our community.  For 

instance, there is a grave race problem in our land which everyone of  us faces.  It would seem 
that any Christian would expect his church to help him find the Christian way of  dealing with 
such a problem.  But because it is a controversial one, and somebody might get offended, we 

take no stand as Christians.”  

 

William B. Ward, The Greatest Commandment 
Pastor, 1955-1965  

As one body of  Christ, composed of  diverse individuals bound together by the Holy Spirit:  

 

We will do justice and love mercy in service to the Lord.  We will resist the temptation to indulge in excessive security 
or abundance for ourselves and instead humbly go out into the world to live lives of  abundant generosity to others, es-
pecially those in need.  We will be doers of  the word, as faith apart from works is dead. 

 

          - from our 2012 Vision Statement  

http://www.truthnetwork.com/
http://www.grace-covenant.org/


MUSIC NOTES 
 
Although only three of  Johann Sebastian Bach’s (1685-1750) violin concertos have been 
preserved in their original form, there were undoubtedly a great many more. Several have 
survived in later versions as harpsichord concertos, while individual movements from lost 
concertos almost certainly survive within the body of  Bach’s cantatas. The Violin Concerto in A 
Minor is particularly popular. 
 

Dr. Brad Nix (b. 1975) currently serves as Associate Professor of  Piano and Chair of  the 
Music Department at Sterling College, Kansas. In his thanksgiving anthem for Junior Choir, Let 
Us Give Thanks to the Lord, joy and energy abound. A brief  portion of  the hymn, “For the Beauty 
of  the Earth” is quoted in the middle of  the anthem. 
 

English composer John Rutter (b. 1945) confesses to having set benedictory texts several times 
in his musical career, each time conveying his personal blessing on a person of  institution of  
personal significance. For his alma mater, Clare College, Rutter composed the somewhat lesser-
known A Clare Benediction. As with many of  his choral benedictions, the music is relatively 
simple and direct, but heartfelt in his personal investment.  

Jean Langlais (1907-1991), a successor to Franck, Vierne, Widor and Guilmant, took French 
organ music in a new and fruitful direction. Combining modernism with an improvisational 
style, often based on ancient plainsong and Gregorian chant, Langlais achieved a powerful 
expressive language. His Suite Medievale opens with a towering prelude, based on a recurring 
four-note theme, which uses the full resources of  Grace Covenant’s organ to an awesome effect. 

 

We are grateful to have you join in worship with us this morning. We are an historic Pres-
byterian church celebrating our centennial anniversary in 2015.  God has been immensely faithful 
for the past 100 years, and we are eager to step faithfully into the next 100!  We continue forward 
by walking in light of  our mission: to train grateful disciples of  Jesus Christ who are doing justice, 
loving mercy, and walking humbly with our God. May you be blessed through worship and fellow-
ship this morning. 

WELCOME TO GRACE COVENANT 

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 
 

Pledges for 2016 – Thank you to those of  you have made your pledge for the 2016 GCPC Mission 
and Ministry!  Your generosity allows us to continue God’s mission as we step into our 101st year to-
gether. To date we have 77 pledges totaling to $378,851.  If  you have not submitted your pledge, you 
may do so by filling out one of  the pledge cards found in the pew rack and placing it in the offering 
plate or submitting it to the church office. 

 

http://www.allmusic.com/artist/john-rutter-mn0000587557
http://www.allmusic.com/artist/rutter-mn0000587557


 

 

Parents Night Out - Grace Covenant is happy to offer this blessing up to our families again on Satur-
day, November 28,  from 5:00-8:00 p.m. A charge of  $5 per child will help defray the costs of  child care, 
though there is a $10 maximum per family with more than two children. Please RSVP by Tuesday, No-
vember 24, due to the Thanksgiving holiday, to info@grace-covenant.org or 359-2463 with name and 
age of  child. 

Online Giving @ GCPC – We now accept your weekly, monthly, quarterly, or annual pledges online at 
grace-covenant.org! Click on “Online Giving” on the homepage, and you can then safely, securely, and 
easily setup your regular tithe or offering to be automatically withdrawn from your bank account.  Note: 
you will need to set up a PayPal account if  you do not already have one. 

For those who do give online, we invite you to continue participating in worship during the “Giving of  
Our Tithes and Offerings” portion of  the service.  Simply check “I give online” on your communication 
card, and place it in the offering plate as your act of  giving in response to God’s Word.   
 

Share Thanksgiving Day with an International Student: Thanksgiving Day is an opportunity to 
show hospitality and friendship to VCU international students and scholars who are eager to learn about 
American culture and experience the warmth of  a home.  The VCU Global Education Office invites 
you to share this special American holiday with a VCU international student or scholar.  For more infor-
mation, contact Pam Haney at pohaney@vcu.edu or call 828-8309 no later than November 11.  
 

Greeters Needed! We are looking for members who would like to offer a friendly smile and a warm 
handshake to our members and guests as they enter our doors for worship Sunday mornings. You can 
volunteer once a quarter, once a month, or as often as you like.  If  you would be interested in finding 
out more or want to participate in this important ministry, please contact Sallie Leys at 358-6071.  
 

Monthly Prayer Group - The monthly prayer group meets on the first Sunday of  the month.  The next 
meeting will be in the chapel on December 6 from 12:30 - 1:00 p.m.  

 

 

Wednesday Night Supper 

 
Save yourself the midweek hassle of cooking dinner and come join us Wednesday nights at 6:00 p.m. 
for a time of growth in fellowship and faith! Every night we'll have arts and crafts for the kids, timely 
announcements, worship preparation cards for the coming Sunday, and either faith-infused live mu-
sic, a trivia night, or an excellent speaker! $5 per adult, $2 per child, with $12 max per family. Our up-
coming schedule is below:  
 

November 11—"Life and Loss in the Lord: Faith and Finances." Kid’s snack: Apple cookies with sunflower 
butter.  Meal:  chopped salad, chicken pot pie, bread, cookies 
 

November 18—"Life and Loss in the Lord: Death, Dying, and Grief." Kid’s snack: veggies w/ hummus 
Meal: Caesar salad, cheeseburger macaroni casserole with bread, brownies 
 

November 25— Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service. Kid’s snack: cheese ball & crackers  Meal:  seasonal salad 
bar, acorn squash stuffed with apple, cranberry and sausage, apple spice cake.  



Mission and Justice 

STEP Fall Banquet 

November 12, 2015 

6:30-8:30 p.m. 
 

West End Presbyterian Church, 9008 Quioccasin Rd., 23229 

"If  God so loved us, we ought also to love one another"  

(1 John 4:11) 
 

STEP, our partner in helping our neighbors rise out of  poverty, is having its fall banquet  

on Nov. 12. If  you would like to join in and register (at no cost), please contact Carol Wood at 
ctwood7@gmail.com. The guest speaker will be Martin D. Brown, who writes and works on issues of  
poverty, marriage, and the family. 
  

Attire is dressy casual. Buffet opens at 6:15 p.m. and program begins at 6:30 p.m. 
 

 

Shalom Farms - Join us on Saturday, November 21, at Shalom Farms—a local food access and community 

development ministry (shalomfarms.org)— as we help ensure that everyone in our city has access to God’s 
bounteous gift of nutritious produce. Please RSVP to Nate McKinnon at nathaniel.mckinnon@gmail.com or 
385-2505.  Carpooling from the church parking lot at 8:00 a.m. (and returning by 12:00 noon) is possible if there 
is interest. Otherwise, you can meet us out on the farm at 9:00 a.m. (1033 Rock Castle Rd., Goochland, VA 
23063). 

 

Christian Education and Discipleship 
The nursery crib room and Sunday School are available for children ages 2 and up. 

Sunday School is held every Sunday from 9:45-10:30 a.m.  
The Nursery Crib Room (Rm. 103) and Sunday School are available for children ages 2 and up. 

 

The Vanguard Class, Basement, Room B4 - This exploratory men's class discusses each of the fathers in 
scripture. How did they fare? What was their legacy? How does this inform us about being men, and fathers in 
our church family? This exciting study will continue to shape the men of our church, as they face each day of 
being who God created us to be.  
 

Forum of Grace, Room 212 -  A newly combined class that goes deeper into the theology and scripture of the 
Parables.  Join us for great lecture and discussion.  
 

Good Books, Room 303 - If you are looking for some good books and conversation about God to integrate 
into your everyday life, this is the group for you. The “Good Book Small Group” meets to engage in precisely 
those kinds of books and discussions. Conversations will be framed devotionally through scripture, hymn, and 
prayer (including prayer for each other) that relates to the book being exploring.    
 

Pre- K, Room 102 - For our youngest Disciples this Pre-K class focuses on getting to know one another, get-
ting in tune with teachers and their classmates, as well as just starting the process of learning what God's Love is, 
and just who is God anyway?  



 

Early Elementary, Room 209 - This year they begin with the stories of the patriarchs and matriarchs of our 
faith and move with the seasons through the liturgical year.  
 

Pilgrims' Prep, Room 302 - Confirmation is a big deal, here at GCPC even more so as we plan to take our 
Confirmands on an annual trip to Scotland following their confirmation! We spend our first year in prepara-
tion, getting to know one another and finding out how God has an awesome purpose and plan for our lives.  

 

Youth Mentors - This mentoring program has been walking through the little-known books of the Bible. 
Every word that comes from the mouth of God is precious and awesome; this class is all about getting to-
gether and seeing how that Word is present in our life each day.  
 

Free Marriage Enrichment at Salisbury Presbyterian: Thursday, November 12, 6-8 pm. - Money Habitudes 
and Communication Tips. Enjoy dinner and learn proven practical skills with marriage experts from First 
Things First. Free Childcare. Registration: 804-794-5311 or email emcguire@thesalisburychurch.org. 

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER 
Lord, hear our prayer for...   

Caleb Gibson, great-grandson of  Jean Appich and grandson of  Charlie and Sharon Appich, as he 
undergoes chemotherapy; Loretta Albertis;  Ann Pais’ daughter-in-law, Jane Pais, with cancer; Susan 
Farrell’s father, Jim, facing health issues;  Elizabeth Russell’s father, Dr. William Russell;  Cynthia 
Holmes’ mother, Constance Lockman; Rosie and George Turner; Dr. Carl and Mrs. Jo McMillin; 
Steve Cobb and his family; Chris Martin’s mother, Brenda Barrett, currently recovering from an 
automobile accident; Carol Ann Moorhead-George, daughter of  Logan R. Moorhead, who is fighting 
Lyme Disease; Daniel Bird, son of  Denise Shafer, who is recovering from an appendectomy; Mark 
Collins, nephew of  Lisa Cardwell, Stuart Chapman, and David Russell, and all who are serving in 
our nation’s Armed Forces.  Pray for peace in the Middle East. 

1627 Monument Avenue • Richmond, Virginia 23220 • 804-359-2463 
Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 9:00 a.m.-3:30 p.m.; Wednesday 9:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Friday 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon 

Email: info@grace-covenant.org    Website: www.grace-covenant.org    
Radio: WLES 590 AM & 97.7 FM • Live Streaming www.truthnetwork.com (Click “Listen Live,” then “Richmond, Virginia”) 

 
Pastor: Bobby Hulme-Lippert     Child Development Center Director: Nicole Flournoy 
Director of Music: Christopher Martin      Administrative Support: Martha Rubin 
Director of Christian Formation & Pastoral Asst.: Christopher Tweel Seminary Intern: Lauren Voyles 
Parish Associate for Outreach & Adult Discipleship:  Nelson Reveley  
Communications Director: Denise Shafer    

Sunday Morning Openers/Closers for the Coming Weeks: 

November 15—Rick Nochta 

November 22—Pete Sizemore 

November 29—Kent Cardwell 

December 6—Lloyd Bostian 

mailto:info@grace-covenant.org
http://www.grace-covenant.org
http://www.truthnetwork.com

