
GRACE COVENANT 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Awakening a Love for Christ in the Heart of  Richmond                                                                             
  

 October 25, 2015 The Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time   10:55 a.m. 
    Reformation Sunday 
      

Please fill out the communication card and place it in the offering plate during the offertory. 

†Please stand for these parts of  the service. 
 

 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

WE GATHER TO GLORIFY GOD 

 
 

PRELUDE 
  Lord, You Give the Great Commission  Robert Hobby, b. 1962 

  Sharon Freude, guest organist 
   
   

†CALL TO WORSHIP  (from Psalm 89:1-4) Lauren Voyles  
  
 

One: I will sing of  your steadfast love, LORD, forever;  
All:   with my mouth I will proclaim your faithfulness to all generations.  
One: I declare that your steadfast love is established forever;  
All:   your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens.  
One: You said, “I have made a covenant with my chosen one, I have sworn to my   
 servant David: ‘I will establish your descendants forever, and build your throne         
 for all generations.” 
All: Praise the Lord! 

 
 
 
 
 



†HYMN 91 (Red Hymnal)  
    A Mighty Fortress Is Our God  Ein’ Feste Burg 

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-715262. 



†PRAYER OF CONFESSION (IN UNISON)   
 
 One: Lord, you said, “If  you love me, you will obey what I command.”  
 All:   Forgive us our lukewarm love and our disobedience.  
 One: Redeemer, you said, “You may ask for anything in my name.”  
 All:   Forgive us when we think we need to solve our own problems.  
 One: Gracious God, you said, “Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be  
  afraid.” We confess that our lives are often consumed by worry and anxiety.  
 All:   Creator God, you said, “If  you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much 
  fruit.”  
 One: Forgive us our barren lives, Lord.  
 All:   Holy One, you said, “You must testify, for you have been with me.”  
 One: We confess, Lord, that we have been too often silent.  
 All:   Jesus, you said, “Love each other as I have loved you.”  In this and in so many 
  other ways, we confess our failures and shortcomings. Amen. 

   
†ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 
†GLORIA PATRI 579 (Blue Hymnal)  Greatorex 
    
  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
  world without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
At this time, children 6 years and younger are invited to come to the front of the sanctuary to go with one of our leaders to children’s chapel 

where they will join our paid staff in Room 102.  Children can be picked up there after the service. 
 

 
WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD 

 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION   
   
   
OLD TESTAMENT READING   Exodus 20:1-17    Holy Bible, p. 65 
     
    
NEW TESTAMENT READING   Philippians 4:8-13        Holy Bible, p. 1073 

  
  

SERMON                                    “The Heart Matters ”        Bobby Hulme-Lippert 

 



WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

 

†HYMN 375 (Blue Hymnal) 
  Lord of  All Good  Toulon 

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-715262. 



†APOSTLES’ CREED (IN UNISON)       Bobby Hulme-Lippert 
     

 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of  heaven and earth,  
 

 And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
 born of  the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and  
  buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he  
 ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of  God the Father Almighty;     
 from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  
 

 I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of  saints;  
 the forgiveness of  sins; the resurrection of  the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts,  
 as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
 and the glory, for ever. Amen. 
 

WE GIVE THANKS TO GOD 
 

MOMENT FOR MINISTRY   Jennifer Schooley  
    Deacon 
 
†PRESENTATION OF PLEDGES 
 

Please come forward to present your pledge card as a thank offering to God. 
 
PRESENTATION OF TITHES, OFFERINGS, AND GIFTS  
 
 
ANTHEM 

 Bless, O Lord, Us Thy Servants Martin How, b. 1931 
 Audrey Christesen, soprano 

 
 Bless, O Lord, us thy servants who minister in thy temple; 
 grant that what we sing with our lips we may believe in our hearts, 
 and what we believe in our hearts we may show forth in our lives; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
 



†DOXOLOGY 592 (Blue Hymnal)                                                            Old Hundredth 
                                                                                      
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;   
 Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
 Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;   
 Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
†PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

 

WE GO FORTH TO LOVE AND SERVE 

 
†HYMN 310 (Red Hymnal; music printed on the following page) Hendon 
 Take My Life, and Let It Be Consecrated  
 
†BENEDICTION AND CHORAL RESPONSE 
  Danish Amen  Traditional 
     
†POSTLUDE    
  Pråambeln   Hermann Schroeder, 1904-1984   
 
 

Please join us on the terrace following worship for refreshments and fellowship.  

 
 The flowers are given for the glory of  God  

and in loving memory of  H. Taylor Dickenson by Nell Dickenson.  



 

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-715262. 



PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 

Hearing Aids and Large-Print Hymnals are available from the ushers.  

Each week in 2015, this portion of  the bulletin will contain a quote from a sermon given at Grace Covenant sometime 
during the past 100 years.  In hearing the faithful voices of  our past, we are spurred toward a faithful future together. 

Our worship service is broadcast live from 11:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon on WLES 590 AM and 
97.7 FM and is streamed live on www.truthnetwork.com (press “Listen Live,” then select 
“Richmond”).   

For podcasts, go to www.grace-covenant.org, click on “Worship,” then the pull-down “Sermons 
Online” and select the Full Service, Sunday Sermons, or Special Performances you wish to 
hear. The podcasts are uploaded within an hour of  the end-of-broadcast.   

For Audio CDs, leave a note to the Radio Room in the Glass Office or call the main church office 
359-2463. There is no charge for this service, but any contributions to “The Radio Fund” are greatly 
appreciated and will help to assure the continuation of  this ministry. 

 
 

“There is only one Lord Jesus Christ for the whole world, for whosoever will. To belong to 
Him is so important that no other differences which separate those who are His can destroy 

the fact that they are one all over the world. That is why we believe in the holy catholic 
church.” 

 

 Dr. Charles E. S. Kraemer,  “The Holy Catholic Church” 

March 16, 1955  

As one body of  Christ, composed of  diverse individuals bound together by the Holy Spirit:  

 

We will join in community across the generational, ethnic, racial, and economic barriers that separate God’s chil-
dren. We will walk together in a manner worthy of  the calling to which we have been called, with all humility and 
gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, eager to maintain the unity of  the Spirit in the bond of  
peace.  

 

          - from our 2012 Vision Statement  

http://www.truthnetwork.com/
http://www.grace-covenant.org/


MUSIC NOTES 
 
Today we welcome back Sharon Freude as our guest organist. Sharon has been a regular 
substitute organist at Grace Covenant since 2006. Before retirement her last full-time 
church music position was as Director of  Music and Organist at St. Matthew’s Episcopal 
Church, Richmond. 
 
Martin How (b. 1931) is a British composer and organist. Born in Liverpool and later 
educated at Clare College, Cambridge, How has spent most of  his career with the Royal 
School of  Church Music (RSCM) where he was known principally as a choir trainer 
specializing in the training and motivation of  young singers. He also inaugurated the 
RSCM Southern Cathedral Singers, a group which has broadcast frequently on BBC 
Radio's Choral Evensong from Canterbury Cathedral and elsewhere. His compositions for 
treble choirs are sung throughout the Anglican communion. Today’s anthem by How is a 
setting of  the RSCM Choristers’ Prayer. 

We are grateful to have you join in worship with us this morning. We are an historic Pres-
byterian church celebrating our centennial anniversary in 2015.  God has been immensely faithful 
for the past 100 years, and we are eager to step faithfully into the next 100!  We continue forward 
by walking in light of  our mission: to train grateful disciples of  Jesus Christ who are doing justice, 
loving mercy, and walking humbly with our God. May you be blessed through worship and fellow-
ship this morning. 

WELCOME TO GRACE COVENANT 

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Budget Update from Session - At this time, the church is likely to run an operating deficit for 2015 that is 
estimated to be between $25,000 and $45,000 because of lower than expected rental income associated with a 
tenant moving out of the East Building and higher than expected personnel expenses associated with changes 
in staffing earlier in the year. The range is dependent on whether donations are received as budgeted and when 
a tenant is found for the vacant space in the East Building.   
 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canterbury_Cathedral


New Communications Director – We welcome Denise Shafer to the Grace Covenant staff as our new Com-
munications Director! She will be working in the office from 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., on Mondays, Tuesdays, and 
Thursdays. On Wednesdays, she will be in the office from 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  Please be sure to welcome 
her!  

Greeters Needed! We are looking for members who would like to offer a friendly smile and a warm handshake 
to our members and guests as they enter our doors for worship Sunday mornings. You can volunteer once a 
quarter, once a month, or as often as you like.  If you would be interested in finding out more or want to partici-
pate in this important ministry, please contact Sallie Leys at 358-6071.  
 

Camp Hanover Scavenger Hunt and Service Day - We will have a scavenger hunt all over camp, a time to 
do some work, and share a meal around the campfire. We will meet there today at 2:00 p.m., and be done after 
supper.  Email Christopher Tweel and let us know you are coming.  
 

Chili Cook-off and Guest Speaker - On Friday, October 30, please join us for a chili cook-off and special 
presentation by Reverend Dr. Joan Gray. Please RSVP on your communication card, by calling 359-2463, or 
emailing info@grace-covenant.org  If you would like to bring chili please indicate that when you RSVP.  All oth-
ers please bring a small dessert to share. Following dinner, we will have a  presentation on the mission of the 
church from Reverend Dr. Joan Gray, the author of Sailboat Church. This event will go from 6:00-7:45 p.m. and 
childcare will be provided throughout that time. 
 

GCPC Child Development Center Fall Festival  - Grace Covenant CDC has our annual Fall Festival coming 
up! On Friday morning, October 30, we will set up booths in the basement of the church building for the chil-
dren to enjoy. GCPC families are encouraged to come dressed up and join the fun from 11:00 a.m.-12:00 noon! 
Please make sure children remain with parent supervision. We hope to see you there... IN COSTUME!  
 

Monthly Prayer Group - The monthly prayer group will now meet the first Sunday of the month.  The next 
meeting will be Sunday, November 1, in the chapel from 12:30-1:00 p.m.  
 

We Need Your Help!  Join us for a church clean-up day Saturday, November 7, from 8:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Indi-
viduals with pick-up trucks, we especially need your help since there are some large things that will need to be 
taken to the dump. 

 

Wednesday Night Supper 

Save yourself the midweek hassle of cooking dinner and come join us Wednesday nights at 6:00 p.m. for a time 
of growth in fellowship and faith! Every night we'll have arts and crafts for the kids, timely announcements, 
worship preparation cards for the coming Sunday, and either faith-infused live music, a trivia night, or an excel-
lent speaker! $5 per adult, $2 per child, with $12 max per family. Our upcoming schedule is below:  
 
 

October 28 - “Life and Loss in the Lord: Aging and Physical Health.” Menu: sunflower butter, celery, and rai-
sins, seasonal salad bar, autumn harvest pork roast with apples, butternut squash, cauliflower mash, Brussels 
sprouts, dinner rolls, and pecan pie tarts. 
 

November 4 - “Life and Loss in the Lord: Care for Parents and Loved Ones.” Menu: fruit skewers with dip, 
cranberry apple salad, quinoa chili, cornbread, and brownies.   
 

November  11 - “Life and Loss in the Lord: Faith and Finances.” Menu: apple “cookies” with sunflower but-
ter, chopped salad, chicken pot pie, dinner rolls, and cookies.    



Parents and Playground - GCPC parents! Bring your young children and join us, Saturday, November 14, 
from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon on the Grace Covenant Playground. This will be a time for GCPC and CDC par-
ents to gather while their kids get to play 
 

Share Thanksgiving Day with an International Student: Thanksgiving Day is an opportunity to show hospi-
tality and friendship to VCU international students and scholars who are eager to learn about American culture 
and experience the warmth of a home.  The VCU Global Education Office invites you to share this special 
American holiday with a VCU international student or scholar.  For more information, contact Pam Haney at 
pohaney@vcu.edu or call 828-8309 no later than November 11.  

 

MISSION AND JUSTICE 
  

Walk for Water - Join us this afternoon, October 25, for the Living Waters for the World “Walk for Water.” 
We are joining with First Presbyterian Church to raise money and awareness regarding the need for purified wa-
ter in communities around the world. The 3.7-mile round trip is the distance that many people in developing 
countries must walk each day for water for their families. Onsite registration opens at 3:15 p.m. and the walk be-
gins at First Presbyterian Church (4602 Cary Street Road, 23226) at 3:30 p.m. Registration fee/donation is a sug-
gested $20 per person, and proceeds from this will go toward our LWW mission in Agalteca Honduras. To reg-
ister, please contact Nelson Reveley, nmr2uf@virginia.edu or 387-8094. If you cannot join the walk, please con-
sider giving a donation! 

 
Help a Child Learn to Read - Looking for a way to love our neighbors in the Fan? William Fox Elementary 
School is seeking volunteers to tutor struggling readers in second and third grades. Tutors work one-on-one with 
the same student throughout the school year and will receive training, easy-to-follow lesson plans, and on-going 
support. Tutoring falls on Tuesdays and/or Thursdays, 8:00-8:55 a.m. If you are interested, contact Samantha 
McLean at samantha.mclean20@gmail.com. 

 

 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND DISCIPLESHIP 
The nursery crib room and Sunday School are available for children ages 2 and up. 

 

Sunday School is held every Sunday from 9:45-10:30 a.m.  
The Nursery Crib Room (Rm. 103) and Sunday School are available for children ages 2 and up. 

 

The Vanguard Class, Basement, Room B4 - This year the men's class will be looking at each of the fathers in 
scripture. How did they fare? What was their legacy? How does this inform us how to be men, and fathers in our 
church family? This exciting study will continue to shape the men of our church to face each day being who 
God created us to be.  

 

Forum of Grace, Room 212 -  A newly combined class that will be going deeper into the theology and scripture 
of the Parables.  A great class to come for lecture and some discussion.  
 

Good Books, Room 303 - Looking for a good book and conversation about God in our everyday lives? The 
“Good Book Small Group” will be meeting to engage in precisely those kinds of books and discussions. Our 
conversations will be framed devotionally through scripture, hymn, and prayer (including prayer for each other) 
that relates to the book we will be exploring.    

 



Pre-K, Room 102 - For our youngest Disciples there is a heavy emphasis on knowing one another, getting in 
tune with the teachers and their classmates, as well as just starting the process of knowing what God's Love is, 
and just who is God anyway?  
 

Early Elementary, Room 209 - This year they begin with the stories of the patriarchs and matriarchs of our 
faith and move with the seasons through the liturgical year.  
 

Pilgrims' Prep, Room 302 - Confirmation is a big deal, here at GCPC even more so as we plan to take our 
Confirmands on an annual trip to Scotland following their confirmation! We spend our first year in preparation, 
getting to know one another and finding out how God has an awesome purpose and plan for our lives.  
 

Youth Mentors - This mentoring program has been walking through the little-known books of the Bible. Eve-
ry word that comes from the mouth of God is precious and awesome; this class is all about getting together and 
seeing how that Word is present in our life each day.   

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER 
Lord, hear our prayer for...   

Caleb Gibson, great-grandson of  Jean Appich and grandson of  Charlie and Sharon Appich, as he 
undergoes chemotherapy; Loretta Albertis;  Ann Pais’ daughter-in-law, Jane Pais, with cancer; Susan 
Farrell’s father, Jim, facing health issues;  Elizabeth Russell’s father, Dr. William Russell;  Cynthia 
Holmes’ mother, Constance Lockman; Rosie and George Turner; Dr. Carl and Mrs. Jo McMillin; 
Steve Cobb and his family; Deloris Crews as she heals from a stress fracture in her right femur; Chris 
Martin’s mother, Brenda Barrett, currently recovering from an automobile accident; Carol Ann 
Moorhead-George, daughter of  Logan R. Moorhead, who is fighting Lyme Disease; Courtney 
Clements and her family for the loss of  her niece, Carrie Wortham; Mark Collins, nephew of  Lisa 
Cardwell, Stuart Chapman, and David Russell, and all who are serving in our nation’s Armed 
Forces.  Pray for peace in the Middle East. 

1627 Monument Avenue • Richmond, Virginia 23220 • 804-359-2463 
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