
GRACE COVENANT 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Awakening a Love for Christ in the Heart of  Richmond                                                                             
  

 September 20, 2015 The Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time   10:55 a.m. 
  

Please fill out the communication card and place it in the offering plate during the offertory. 

†Please stand for these parts of  the service. 
 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

WE GATHER TO GLORIFY GOD 

 
 

PRELUDE 
  Psalm Prelude, Op. 32, No. 2  Herbert Howells, 1892-1983 

 

But the meek shall inherit the land, 
and delight themselves in abundant prosperity. (Psalm 37:11) 

   
 
†CALL TO WORSHIP   (adapted from Psalm 121) Lewis Rosebro 
    Ruling Elder  
 

One: I lift up my eyes to the hills—from where will my help come? 

All:   My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth.  

One: God will not let your foot be moved; God, who keeps you, will not slumber.  

All:   God who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep.  

One: The Lord will keep you from all evil; the Lord will keep your life.  

All:   The Lord will keep our going out and our coming in, from this time on 
 and forevermore.  

All:   Praise the Lord!  

 
 

 

 



HYMN 139 (Red Hymnal)  
    Blessed Assurance, Jesus Is Mine!  Assurance 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-715262. 



†PRAYER OF CONFESSION (IN UNISON)  Lauren Voyles 
   UPSem Intern, 2015-16  

Compassionate Creator,  
You have loved us with unfailing, self-giving mercy,  
But we have not loved you.  
We have ignored the cries of  the hungry, the thirsty, the naked, and the displaced;  
We use our own interests to stifle our growth in you and what you call us to do.  
We allow for prejudice, injustice, and greed to comfort us,  
When you alone, Holy One, can provide comfort.  
May your merciful hand be upon us, O God,  
As we repent of  our sin.  
Forgive us, and may your gracious Spirit descend 
And lead us in your holy way.  

†ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 
†GLORIA PATRI 579 (Blue Hymnal)   
    
  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
  world without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

COMMISSIONING HONDROUS TEAM  
 

At this time, children 6 years and younger are invited to come to the front of the sanctuary to go with one of our leaders to childcare  
where they will join our paid staff in Room 102.  Children can be picked up there after the service. 

 

WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD 
 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  Lewis Rosebro 
    
OLD TESTAMENT READING Exodus 9:13-16  Holy Bible, p. 55  
   
NEW TESTAMENT READING Romans 8:18-25  Holy Bible, p. 1032 
   

SERMON                      “How the Mighty Have Fallen”                Christopher Tweel           
           

 

 

 

 

 



WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

 

†HYMN 361 (Blue Hymnal) 
  How Firm a Foundation  Foundation 
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†APOSTLES’ CREED (IN UNISON)         Bobby Hulme-Lippert 
    

 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of  heaven and earth,  
 

 And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
 born of  the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and  
  buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he  
 ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of  God the Father Almighty;     
 from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  
 

 I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of  saints;  
 the forgiveness of  sins; the resurrection of  the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (Blue Hymnal, p. 16)   

   

MOMENT FOR MINISTRY                                            Everett Reveley, Ruling Elder 
     

WE GIVE THANKS TO GOD 
      
PRESENTATION OF TITHES, OFFERINGS, AND GIFTS  
 
ANTHEM 

  Sing to the Lord  Antonio Vivaldi, 1678-1741 
   
†DOXOLOGY 592 (Blue Hymnal)                                                            Old Hundredth 
 
 

†PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

WE GO FORTH TO LOVE AND SERVE 

 
†HYMN 563 (Blue Hymnal; music printed on the following two pages) 
 Lift Every Voice and Sing                                                                            Lift Every Voice  
 
†BENEDICTION AND CHORAL RESPONSE 

 
†POSTLUDE    
  Chorale Prelude: Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise Gerald Near, b. 1942 

      
Please join us on the terrace following worship for refreshments and fellowship.  

 
The flowers are given to the glory of  God  

and in memory of  George Stevenson Kemp, Jr., by the family.  





 

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-715262. 



PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 

Hearing Aids and Large-Print Hymnals are available from the ushers.  

Each week in 2015, this portion of  the bulletin will contain a quote from a sermon given at Grace Covenant sometime 
during the past 100 years.  In hearing the faithful voices of  our past, we are spurred toward a faithful future together. 

Our worship service is broadcast live from 11:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon on WLES 590 AM and 
97.7 FM and is streamed live on www.truthnetwork.com (press “Listen Live,” then select 
“Richmond”).   

For podcasts, go to www.grace-covenant.org, click on “Worship,” then the pull-down “Sermons 
Online” and select the Full Service, Sunday Sermons, or Special Performances you wish to 
hear. The podcasts are uploaded within an hour of  the end-of-broadcast.   

For Audio CDs, leave a note to the Radio Room in the Glass Office or call the main church office 
359-2463. There is no charge for this service, but any contributions to “The Radio Fund” are greatly 
appreciated and will help to assure the continuation of  this ministry. 

 
 

“Yes, and the Christ of  God, who has thrown Himself  into this cosmic struggle which hour by hour 
is mounting in terrible intensity, does not want what you and I think we can jolly well spare of  the 
odds and ends of  our strength and time and talents – that pitiful mite of  personality which is left 

when all our social and business and community obligations have squeezed us dry. He wants all of  
you – not two hours on Sunday and one on Wednesday, but every waking hour of  every single day to 

fight with all the ferocity of  your soul for His Kingdom of  light and truth and right and love.”  

- Paul Tudor Jones “Is It Worth a Fight?”  
January 11, 1953  

 

As one body of  Christ, composed of  diverse individuals bound together by the Holy Spirit:  

 

We will grow in the faith by training ourselves and our children to be intimately familiar not only with 
Scripture and our Reformed heritage, but also with their unwavering relevance for our lives and humanity to-
day.  We will build up the body of  Christ until all of  us come to the unity of  the faith and of  the knowledge 
of  the Son of  God, so that we may no longer be tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind 
of  new teaching.     

 

          - from our 2012 Vision Statement  

http://www.truthnetwork.com/
http://www.grace-covenant.org/


MUSIC NOTES 
The rich harmonic style in the choral and organ music of  Herbert Howells (1892-1983) is 
typical of  English cathedral music traditions. Today’s prelude is a gentle musical essay, which is 
inspired by the words from Psalm 37:11. The unrushed prelude gradually crescendos and 
diminishes to the softest sounds on the organ. 
 

Hal Hopson’s arrangement of  Antonio Vivaldi’s (1678-1741) Sing to the Lord is an inspiring 
anthem of  joy and praise. The anthem is an arrangement of  Vivaldi’s Deus in adjutorium—a 
choral work intended to be sung at Vespers. The underlying purpose of  this celebratory piece 
was to enhance, reinforce, and celebrate the participants’ belief  at a time (evening) when, 
perhaps, the matters of  the day had been pressing. 
 

During the last part of  the twentieth century, the music of  Gerald Near (b. 1942) has made a 
distinct impact upon the organ, choral, and church music worlds. Near’s musical style often 
includes a mostly-traditional approach to harmony with added notes and quartal chord 
structures. He is considered to be one of  the finest composers of  church music writing today. 
Near composed twenty-eight chorale preludes for organ which parallel the forty-five chorale 
preludes in J. S. Bach’s Orgelbüchlein. His postlude on Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise is a grand 
setting of  a familiar Welsh hymn.  

We are grateful to have you join in worship with us this morning. We are an historic Pres-
byterian church celebrating our centennial anniversary in 2015.  God has been immensely faithful 
for the past 100 years, and we are eager to step faithfully into the next 100!  We continue forward 
by walking in light of  our mission: to train grateful disciples of  Jesus Christ who are doing justice, 
loving mercy, and walking humbly with our God. May you be blessed through worship and fellow-
ship this morning. 

WELCOME TO GRACE COVENANT 

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Budget Update from Session - At this time, the church is likely to run an operating deficit for 
2015 that is estimated to be between $25,000 and $45,000 because of  lower than expected rental 
income associated with a tenant moving out of  the East Building and higher than expected per-
sonnel expenses associated with changes in staffing earlier in the year. The range is dependent 
on whether donations are received as budgeted and when a tenant is found for the vacant space 
in the East Building.   



UCI Road World Championships Logistics - On Sunday, September 27  you will need to enter 
the parking lot from Allen Ave. and leave the parking lot via Allen Ave. We will have security 
guards present directing the flow of  traffic. NOTE: At the intersection of  Allen Ave. and Park 
Ave. there will be a black and white sign that says, “No Through Traffic.” It will be there 
throughout the race, but it does not pertain to us since we are not going “through,” but rather 
going into the alleyway.   

 

Sunday School during the UCI Road World Championships - We will have combined Sun-
day School in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday, September 27.  Join us at 9:15 a.m. for coffee and 
social time. Class begins at 9:45 a.m. Christopher Tweel will be teaching a two-part series related 
to the book of  Exodus, which we will be considering in worship this fall.  

 

The 100 Project - What would you do if  you were given $100?  As part of  this year's steward-
ship campaign - God's Generosity; Our Response - the church will give five individuals (or families) 
$100 and ask them to discern a simple question with their newfound gift: How is God leading me (or 
us) to use the $100?   

  

Those five will use the money as God has led them, and then share with the congregation about 
the experience in one of  the following venues: a Moment for Ministry in worship, a testimony 
during WNS, or a reflection in Grace Notes. 
  

We believe this is a unique opportunity to practice spiritual growth in the stewardship of  our 
money in recognition that everything we have is a gift from God. Is God calling you to partici-
pate?  If  you sense God nudging you, please put your name in the box located on the infor-
mation table located directly across from the Social Room.  You can place your name in the box 
today or on Sunday, September 27. Names will be chosen at random on Monday, September 28, 
and the money dispersed to the five congregants later that week.   

 

 

Wednesday Night Supper 

Save yourself  the midweek hassle of  cooking dinner and come join us Wednesday nights at 6:00 p.m. 
for a time of  growth in fellowship and faith! Every night we'll have arts and crafts for the kids, timely 
announcements, worship preparation cards for the coming Sunday, and either faith-infused live music, a 
trivia night, or an excellent speaker! $5 per adult, $2 per child, with $12 max per family. Our upcoming 
schedule is below:  

September 23 -  Speaker, Kris Norris. Menu: fruit skewers with dip, peach summer salad, pulled pork 
BBQ, Mac-n-cheese, collard greens, coleslaw, cornbread, and blackberry dessert. 
 

September 30 - Speaker, Chris Martin. Menu: fresh-cut veggies with hummus, cucumber salad, Greek 
meatballs with quinoa tabbouleh, roasted vegetables,  pita bread, and baklava. 
 

October 14 - “Life and Loss in the Lord: The Gifts and Wisdom of  Aging"  Menu: tortilla chips with 
fresh salsa, southwestern chopped salad, chicken fajitas with Mexican rice with assorted toppings, 
pumpkin de leche cake  



Parent’s Night Out - Due to the Bike Race, Parents Night Out will be cancelled for September. 
The upcoming dates are October 24, November 28, and December 19. 

 

New to Grace Covenant?   Recently become a member?  Thinking about becoming a 
member?  Join Rev. Bobby Hulme-Lippert on Sunday, October 4 from 9:00-10:30 a.m. in Room 
213.  This class will walk through a normal Presbyterian order of  worship, exploring how each 
part of  the service speaks to who we are and what we believe as Presbyterians.  As well, this class 
will explore the mission and vision of  GCPC, and the ways that God is at work among us. RSVP 
to info@grace-covenant.org.  

 

Save the Date! The Men’s Oyster Roast will be 2:00-7:00 p.m. on October 24 at the Pearsons’ 
cabin.  

 

Thank You: I want to thank members and friends of  Grace Covenant for your prayers, cards, 
flowers, visits, and gifts I have received since my car accident. They really cheered me up. Please 
know how special you all are to me. — Brenda Barrett. 

 

MISSION AND JUSTICE 
 

Help A Child Learn to Read - Looking for a way to love our neighbors in the Fan? William Fox 
Elementary School is seeking volunteers to tutor struggling readers in second and third grades. 
Tutors work one-on-one with the same student throughout the school year and will receive train-
ing, easy-to-follow lesson plans, and on-going support. Tutoring falls on Tuesdays and/or Thurs-
days, 8:00 a.m-8:55 a.m. If  you are interested, contact Samantha McLean at  
samantha.mclean20@gmail.com. 

 

Food Donations Needed!  There is an additional way to give to the incredible ministry happen-
ing at the William Byrd House. Pick up a labeled grocery bag and fill it with the listed items. 
These are items that William Byrd House has identified as needs. Thank you all for the amazing 
support you continue to show.   

 

STEP Jobs for Life Childcare This Fall - STEP (Strategies to Elevate People) is starting its fall 
semester of  its Jobs for Life program. We are hoping to be able to help them with childcare dur-
ing the program. The Jobs for Life program will run every Tuesday night from September 15 to 
December 1 from 6:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., and childcare providers would need to be on site from 
5:45-8:45 p.m. and would stay with us at Eternity Church (about a six-minute drive from Grace 
Covenant) in a separate spot especially for the children, whose ages will range from infant to ap-
proximately 13 years old.  If  you would be interested in joining in this much needed ministry — 
even if  you could only commit to one Tuesday a month — please contact Nelson Reveley at 
nmr2uf@virginia.edu or 387-8094. Many thanks for your prayers and consideration! 
 
 



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND DISCIPLESHIP 
The nursery crib room and Sunday School are available for children ages 2 and up. 

 

Before Sunday School Gathering - We will begin each Sunday in the Fellowship Hall with an 
informal gathering for all those attending Sunday School classes.  We will gather from 9:20 until 
9:40. (The nursery will be open for drop-off  at 9:15 as usual.)  During this informal time togeth-
er we will share announcements and concerns and prayers and maybe even sing a hymn to begin 
our day.  There will be coffee and tea and light refreshments each week.   

 

POJYO Archery Tag and Cook Out - We will kick off  the year with a few games of  Archery 
Tag followed by a Cook Out! Cost: $10 for games and food.  Archery Tag: meet at G-Force 
Karts, 2:30 p.m. (4245 Carolina Ave. Richmond)  Cook Out to follow at Bryant Park, shelter # 1. 
RSVP by Wednesday, September 23. For more details, contact Christopher Tweel. 

 

 

 

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER 
Lord, hear our prayer for...   

Caleb Gibson, great-grandson of  Jean Appich and grandson of  Charlie and Sharon Appich, as he 
undergoes chemotherapy; Loretta Albertis;  Ann Pais’ daughter-in-law, Jane Pais, with cancer; Susan 
Farrell’s father, Jim, facing health issues;  Elizabeth Russell’s father, Dr. William Russell;  Cynthia 
Holmes’ mother, Constance Lockman; Rosie and George Turner; Dr. Carl and Mrs. Jo McMillin; 
Steve Cobb and his family; Deloris Crews as she heals from a stress fracture in her right femur; Chris 
Martin’s mother, Brenda Barrett, currently recovering from an automobile accident; Carol Ann 
Moorhead-George, daughter of  Logan R. Moorhead, who is fighting Lyme Disease; Courtney 
Clements and her family for the loss of  her niece, Carrie Wortham; Mark Collins, nephew of  Lisa 
Cardwell, Stuart Chapman, David Russell, and Chris Pais, and all who are serving in our nation’s 
Armed Forces.  Pray for peace in the Middle East. 

1627 Monument Avenue • Richmond, Virginia 23220 • 804-359-2463 
Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 9:00 a.m.-3:30 p.m.; Wednesday 9:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Friday 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon 

Email: info@grace-covenant.org    Website: www.grace-covenant.org    
Radio: WLES 590 AM & 97.7 FM • Live Streaming www.truthnetwork.com (Click “Listen Live,” then “Richmond, Virginia”) 

 
Pastor: Bobby Hulme-Lippert     Child Development Center Director: Nicole Flournoy 
Director of Music: Christopher Martin      Administrative Support: Martha Rubin 
Director of Christian Formation & Pastoral Asst.: Christopher Tweel Seminary Intern: Lauren Voyles 
Parish Associate for Outreach & Adult Discipleship:  Nelson Reveley  
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