
GRACE COVENANT 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Awakening a Love for Christ in the Heart of  Richmond                                                                             
  

 August 30, 2015 The Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time   10:55 a.m. 
  

Please fill out the communication card and place it in the offering plate during the offertory. 

†Please stand for these parts of  the service. 
 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

WE GATHER TO GLORIFY GOD 

 
 

PRELUDE 
  Adagio (Sonata No. 3 for Violin and Oboe)  Jan Dismas Zelenka, 1679-1745 
  Alana Carithers, violin; Shawn Welk, oboe 
   
   
 
†CALL TO WORSHIP  (based on Isaiah 40:28-31) Charles Holmes 
    Ruling Elder 

One: Have you not known? 
All:  Our God is the everlasting God, Creator of  the ends of  the earth. 
One:  Have you not heard? 
All:   God does not faint or grow weary. 
One:  Have you not known? 
All:   God’s understanding is unsearchable. 
One:  Have you not heard? 
All:   God gives power to the faint and strengthens the powerless. 
One:  Have you not known? 
All:   Those who wait for God will renew their strength; 
         they shall mount up with wings like eagles. 
One: We come to hear. 
All:   We come to know. 
       Thanks be to God. 

 



HYMN 139 (Blue Hymnal)  
    Come, Thou Almighty King  Italian Hymn 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-715262. 



†PRAYER OF CONFESSION (IN UNISON)  Bobby Hulme-Lippert 
 

O God of  hope and healing,  
we confess that our lives are often marked by brokenness and sin.  
We turn to you in the hope that your hand will pass over us  
and we will be healed.  
Yet in our desire for salvation,  
we prefer healing that comes in our own way, our own terms, and our own timing.  
When you do not respond according to our expectations,  
we turn away in anger and disappointment.  
Have mercy on us. 
Grant us the humility to turn from our ways to your ways. 
Renew and heal us according to the power of  your Spirit.   
In Christ’s name we pray.  Amen. 

  
†ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 
†GLORIA PATRI 579 (Blue Hymnal)   
    
  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
  world without end. Amen, Amen. 

 
At this time, children 6 years and younger are invited to come to the front of the sanctuary to go with one of our leaders to childcare where they 

will join our paid staff in Room 102.  Children can be picked up there after the service. 

 

WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD 
 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  Charles Holmes 
    
OLD TESTAMENT READING 2 Kings 5:1-16  Holy Bible, p. 332 OT 
 
VOLUNTARY 
 Adagio (Concerto for Oboe and Violin, BWV 1060) Johann Sebastian Bach, 1685-1750 
 Alana Carithers, violin; Shawn Welk, oboe 
 
 
NEW TESTAMENT READING Luke 7:18-23  Holy Bible, p. 942 NT 

 
  

SERMON                         “A Healing Story”                        Bobby Hulme-Lippert  

 



WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

 

†HYMN 394 (Blue Hymnal) 
  There Is a Balm in Gilead  Balm in Gilead 
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†APOSTLES’ CREED (IN UNISON)   
    

 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of  heaven and earth,  
 

 And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
 born of  the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and  
  buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he  
 ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of  God the Father Almighty;     
 from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  
 

 I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of  saints;  
 the forgiveness of  sins; the resurrection of  the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
  

 Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts,  
 as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
 and the glory, for ever. Amen. 

 

WE GIVE THANKS TO GOD 
      
PRESENTATION OF TITHES, OFFERINGS, AND GIFTS  

 

VOLUNTARY 

  Allegro (Concerto for Oboe and Violin, BWV 1060) Johann Sebastian Bach 
  Alana Carithers, violin; Shawn Welk, Oboe 
 
   
†DOXOLOGY 592 (Blue Hymnal)                                                            Old Hundredth 
 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;   
 Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
 Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;   
 Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
 

†PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 
 

 



WE GO FORTH TO LOVE AND SERVE 

 
†HYMN 1 (Red Hymnal; music printed on opposite page) 
 Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty Lobe den Herren 
  
 

†BENEDICTION  

 
 
†POSTLUDE    
  Jig Fugue in C Major  Dietrich Buxtehude, 1637-1707 

      

Please join us in the social room following worship for refreshments and fellowship.  

 

If  you would like a prayer for healing either for yourself  or someone else, you may come to the front of  the 
sanctuary at any point following the benediction. Itunu Adekoya and Susan Farrell will be there to offer 

prayer for you. 

 

 
The flowers are given to the glory of  God 
and for all our children returning to school  

and all those who continue to learn in the school of  life  
by Martha Rubin. 
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PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 

Hearing Aids and Large-Print Hymnals are available from the ushers.  

Each week in 2015, this portion of  the bulletin will contain a quote from a sermon given at Grace Covenant sometime 
during the past 100 years.  In hearing the faithful voices of  our past, we are spurred toward a faithful future together. 

Our worship service is broadcast live from 11:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon on WLES 590 AM and 
97.7 FM and is streamed live on www.truthnetwork.com (press “Listen Live,” then select 
“Richmond”).   

For podcasts, go to www.grace-covenant.org, click on “Worship,” then the pull-down “Sermons 
Online” and select the Full Service, Sunday Sermons, or Special Performances you wish to 
hear. The podcasts are uploaded within an hour of  the end-of-broadcast.   

For Audio CDs, leave a note to the Radio Room in the Glass Office or call the main church office 
359-2463. There is no charge for this service, but any contributions to “The Radio Fund” are greatly 
appreciated and will help to assure the continuation of  this ministry. 

 
“This, then, is the glory of  the Bible – it is not academic but real. It is not religious 

theory from arm-chair philosophers; it is religious experience of  real,  
vibrant, flesh and blood people who first found God  in the thick of  life and then  

spoke of  His power to see us through.”  
  

 Dr. Clem E.  Bininger, “Using Our Beliefs,”  
October  8, 1950  

Grace Covenant will be reborn through faith in Christ for the glory of  God alone. By submitting to Jesus 
Christ as the head of  the church, our community will find new life in Him who is renewing all creation.  
 

Neighbors of  every stripe – from college students to retired professionals, hardened skeptics to committed believ-
ers – will fill Grace Covenant to hear the Good News that God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, 
so that all who believe in Him may not perish but have eternal life. 

 
In response, we will train our desires, thoughts, emotions, and actions towards serving God so that He might 
transform us into grateful disciples of  Jesus Christ who is the Way, the Truth, and the Life.  

 

          - from our 2012 Vision Statement  

http://www.truthnetwork.com/
http://www.grace-covenant.org/


MUSIC NOTES 
 

Today we welcome two guest musicians from the Atlantic Chamber Ensemble who performed last 
Wednesday in Grace Covenant’s August Musicales concert series. 

Born in South Carolina, but considers Colorado her home, Alana Carithers, violin, graduated in 1999 
from Northwestern University with a double Master of  Music degree in violin performance and 
pedagogy. She currently serves as violinist with the Richmond Symphony, Oberon Quartet, and 
Atlantic Chamber Ensemble.  Her musical endeavors have brought her recent opportunities as guest 
soloist, concertmaster, clinician, and teacher in multiple cities in the People's Republic of  China. 

Originally from Broken Arrow, Oklahoma, oboist Shawn Welk has lived in Richmond for nearly seven 
years.  He plays assistant principal oboe and principal English horn with the Richmond Symphony 
Orchestra, principal oboe with the Williamsburg Symphonia, and is the current artistic director of  the 
Atlantic Chamber Ensemble.  Shawn received performance degrees from the University of  Oklahoma 
and the Eastman School of  Music, and has taught on the faculties of  the Virginia Commonwealth 
University and the Catholic University of  America.     

We are grateful to have you join in worship with us this morning. We are an historic Pres-
byterian church celebrating our centennial anniversary in 2015.  God has been immensely faithful 
for the past 100 years, and we are eager to step faithfully into the next 100!  We continue forward 
by walking in light of  our mission: to train grateful disciples of  Jesus Christ who are doing justice, 
loving mercy, and walking humbly with our God. May you be blessed through worship and fellow-
ship this morning. 

WELCOME TO GRACE COVENANT 

Grace Covenant Choir Rehearsals Resume in September 

 

 Chancel Choir  Wednesday, September 9    7:00 p.m. 

 Handbell Choir  Sunday, September 13    8:30 a.m. 

 Carol Choir (ages 3-K) Wednesday, September 16    4:30 p.m. 

 Junior Choir (grades 1-5) Wednesday, September 16    5:00 p.m. 

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Deacons’ Fund - This fund assists members who are in emergency financial need. Please 
contact Reverend Bobby Hulme-Lippert to make a request. All requests are confidential.  

 

Parents and Playground - GCPC Parents! Bring your young children and join us, Satur-
day, September 5, from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon on the Grace Covenant Playground. This 
will be a time for GCPC and CDC Parents to gather while their kids get to play.  

 



New Pew Bibles - The new pew Bibles (New Revised Standard Version) have now been 
placed in the pews. Thank you to all who made donations toward the new Bibles. And a 
special thank you to Cynthia Holmes, Cheryl Jacobs, and Christopher Tweel for their calli-
graphic skills in preparing the book plates that record the donations made for the Bibles.  
The previous pew Bibles (Revised Standard Version) will be available in the Archives Room 
if  you would like to keep any of  them.   

 

Fall Sermon Series - Freedom: The Story of  God’s People starts next Sunday, September 6. It is 
a story of  deeply good news.  Join in as we consider the book of  Exodus and discover how 
the story continues to unfold in and through our lives and this world. 

 

Wednesday Night Suppers Start September 16 - This fall to pair with the new look of  
our Fellowship Hall, the Christian Education Committee will offer some exciting new pro-
grams as well as some great meals for the whole family. The dinners that we share this fall 
will largely come from Relay Foods, a local provider of  organic sustainable produce and 
meats. You can expect the same great home-cooked style, but with greater attention to 
fresh, organic ingredients.  

 

Budget Update from Session - At this time, the church is likely to run an operating defi-
cit for 2015 that is estimated to be between $25,000 and $45,000 because of  lower than ex-
pected rental income associated with a tenant moving out of  the East Building and higher 
than expected personnel expenses associated with changes in staffing earlier in the year. 
The range is dependent on whether donations are received as budgeted and when a tenant 
is found for the vacant space in the East Building.  

  

MISSION AND JUSTICE 
Food Donations Needed!  There is an additional way to give to the incredible ministry 
happening at the William Byrd House. Pick up a labeled grocery bag and fill it with the 
listed items. These are items that William Byrd House has identified as needs. Thank you all 
for the amazing support you continue to show.   

 

Shalom Farms - Join us on Saturday, September 19, at Shalom Farms—a local food access 
and community development ministry (shalomfarms.org)— as we help ensure that every-
one in our city has access to God's bounteous gift of  nutritious produce. Please RSVP to 
Nate McKinnon at nathaniel.mckinnon@gmail.com or 732-618-7077.  Carpooling from 
the church parking lot at 8:00 a.m. (and returning by 12:00 noon) is possible if  there is in-
terest. Otherwise, you can meet us out on the farm at 9:00 a.m. (1033 Rock Castle Rd., 
Goochland, VA 23063).  

 



STEP Jobs for Life Childcare This Fall - STEP (Strategies to Elevate People) is starting 
its fall semester of  its Jobs for Life program. We are hoping to be able to help them with 
childcare during the program. The Jobs for Life program will run every Tuesday night from 
September 15 to December 1 from 6:00 p.m. to 8:30 pm, and childcare providers would 
need to be on site from 5:45-8:45 p.m. and would stay with us at Eternity Church (about a 
six-minute drive from Grace Covenant) in a separate spot especially for the children, whose 
ages will range from infant to approximately 13 years old.  If  you would be interested in 
joining in this much needed ministry — even if  you could only commit to one Tuesday a 
month — please contact Nelson Reveley at nmr2uf@virginia.edu or 387-8094. Many 
thanks for your prayers and consideration! 

 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND DISCIPLESHIP 

The nursery crib room and Sunday School are available for children ages 2 and up. 

 

Monthly Prayer Group - Join us for a prayer group that meets after the Worship Service.  
We will pray in the chapel from 12:30-1:00 p.m. following the 10:55 a.m. worship service.  
Please join us for our next meeting, next Sunday, September 6.   

 

Adventures in Marriage - Join us for Adventures in Marriage by First Things First of  
Greater Richmond,  Saturday, September 12, 2015, from 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. at GCPC. Free 
for Presbytery of  the James members and guests.  Childcare is available for $10 per child. 
RSVP with your name, phone, and email in one of  the three following ways: email in-
fo@grace-covenant.org, phone 359-2463, or provide your RSVP on the communication 
card in the weekly bulletin. This event is co-hosted by Grace Covenant Presbyterian 
Church, Westminster Presbyterian, Tuckahoe Presbyterian, and the Presbytery of  the James. 

 

Discipleship Sunday, 9:00 a.m., September 13 - Start the fall off  with the fellowship of  
our whole family, some great pancakes, and the opportunity to see where we as a church are 
answering the call of  the Holy Spirit this coming year.  

 

September Circle Meetings Combined with Salad Supper - Time to kick off  the new 
year of  the Presbyterian Women Circles!   On Tuesday, September 15, we will combine the 
PW September Salad Supper with the September meeting of  the three Circles.   The Salad 
Supper will be held in the renovated Fellowship Hall.  We will begin eating at 6:00 p.m. Be-
ginning at 6:30 p.m., Bobby Hulme-Lippert will lead us in Bible study, using Lesson One in 
the 2015-2016 Horizon’s Bible Study, Come to the Waters.  The Bible Study book will be avail-
able at the supper, so don’t forget to pick up a copy ($8).  If  you have any questions, please 
contact Laura Leigh Savage (evenings 359-5737).   



 

Before Sunday School Gathering - Starting Sunday, September 20, we will begin each 
Sunday in the Fellowship Hall with an informal gathering for all those attending Sunday 
School classes.  We will gather from 9:20 until 9:40. (The nursery will be open for drop-off  
at 9:15 as usual.)  During this informal time together we will share announcements and 
concerns and prayers and maybe even sing a hymn to begin our day.  There will be coffee 
and tea and light refreshments each week.   

 

  

 

 

 

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER 
Lord, hear our prayer for...   

Caleb Gibson, great-grandson of  Jean Appich and grandson of  Charlie and Sharon Appich, as he 
undergoes chemotherapy; Loretta Albertis;  Ann Pais’ daughter-in-law, Jane Pais, with cancer; Susan 
Farrell’s father, Jim, facing health issues;  Elizabeth Russell’s father, Dr. William Russell;  Cynthia 
Holmes’ mother, Constance Lockman; Rosie and George Turner; Dr. Carl and Mrs. Jo McMillin; 
Steve Cobb and his family; Deloris Crews as she heals from a stress fracture in her right femur; Chris 
Martin’s mother, Brenda Barrett, currently recovering from an automobile accident; Carol Ann 
Moorhead-George, daughter of  Logan R. Moorhead, who is fighting Lyme Disease;  Mark Collins, 
nephew of  Lisa Cardwell, Stuart Chapman, David Russell, and Chris Pais, and all who are serving 
in our nation’s Armed Forces.  Pray for peace in the Middle East. 

1627 Monument Avenue • Richmond, Virginia 23220 • 804-359-2463 
Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 9:00 a.m.-3:30 p.m.; Wednesday 9:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Friday 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon 

Email: info@grace-covenant.org    Website: www.grace-covenant.org    
Radio: WLES 590 AM & 97.7 FM • Live Streaming www.truthnetwork.com (Click “Listen Live,” then “Richmond, Virginia”) 

 
Pastor: Bobby Hulme-Lippert     Child Development Center Director: Nicole Flournoy 
Director of Music: Christopher Martin      Administrative Support: Martha Rubin 
Director of Christian Formation & Pastoral Asst.: Christopher Tweel  
Parish Associate for Outreach & Adult Discipleship:  Nelson Reveley  
Director of Communications: Amy Kempel    
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