
GRACE COVENANT 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Awakening a Love for Christ in the Heart of  Richmond                                                                             
  

 May 31, 2015 Trinity Sunday  10:55 a.m. 
  

Please fill out the communication card and place it in the offering plate during the offertory. 

†Please stand for these parts of  the service. 
 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

WE GATHER TO GLORIFY GOD 

 
 

PRELUDE 
  Nimrod (Enigma Variations)  Edward Elgar, 1857-1934  
   
 
†CALL TO WORSHIP   Christopher Tweel  
 

  One: Lord, we enter into worship here seeking strength. 
  All:  We are wearied by our own strength  
   and seek only Yours in us. 
  One:  Only You, God, can bring us together,  
   weary of  the world to celebrate together. 
  All:  We meet together to hear Your Word,  
   and dwell in Your Spirit. 
  One:  Give us, Lord, this morning,  
   Your strength to hear and receive. 
  All:  Strengthen our resolve,  
   enliven us with Your joy. 
   Ready us, God, as we worship this day. 
 

 

 



†HYMN 139 (Blue Hymnal)  

    Come, Thou Almighty King Italian Hymn 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 Music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-715262. 

 



†PRAYER OF CONFESSION (IN UNISON)  
 
 Father God who knows our needs, who has an ear open to our cries, hear us now.  
 We admit freely that we weekly wrestle against our fear, our anger, our hubris, and 
 come up empty. We strain against our failure vainly. Only You have truth and 
 righteousness.  Only You can preach through us a Gospel of  peace, and only You can 
 shield Your people with faith. You are the source of  all in our lives, and yet we 
 wander away seeking less fulfilling springs. Remind us, Lord, that our real struggle is 
 not with this flesh and blood world. We have not stood with our brothers and sisters 
 when they needed us to stand. Stand with us, God, shore us up, that we may be in 
 turn Your strength for others. By Your hand alone, and in Christ’s Name we pray, 
 Amen.  
  

†ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 
†GLORIA PATRI 579 (Blue Hymnal)   
    
  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
  world without end. Amen, Amen. 

 

WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD 
 
 

 

 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
  
OLD TESTAMENT READING Psalm 34:15-22 Holy Bible, p. 493 OT 
 
 Leader: The Word of  the Lord. 
 All: Thanks be to God. 

 
NEW TESTAMENT READING Ephesians 6:10-18  Holy Bible, p. 185 NT 
 
 Leader: The Word of  the Lord. 
 All: Thanks be to God. 
 
SERMON                                      “The Prayer-Covered Life”    Bobby Hulme-Lippert 
 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 



WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

 

†HYMN  (Red Hymnal) 
  Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus  Webb 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-715262. 



†THE NICENE CREED (IN UNISON)  
    

 We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of  heaven and earth, 
 of  all that is, 
  seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of  God, 
 eternally begotten of  the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of  one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of  the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the Scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of  the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of  life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of  sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of  the dead, 
 and the life of  the world to come. Amen. 

 
 



WE GIVE THANKS TO GOD 
           
PRESENTATION OF TITHES, OFFERINGS, AND GIFTS  
 
ANTHEM 

          Anthem to the Trinity  Howard Helvey, b. 1968 
 

  Spirit of  God, descend upon my heart. 
  This is my Father’s world, He shines in all that’s fair.  
  This is my Father’s world, and to my listening ears  
  all nature sings, and ’round me rings the music of  the spheres. 
  This is my Father’s world! I rest me in the thought of  rocks and trees, 
  of  skies and seas. His hand the wonders wrought. 
  Fairest Lord Jesus, Ruler of  all nature! O Thou of  God and man the Son! 
  Thee will I cherish, Thee will I honor, Thou my soul’s glory, joy and crown! 
  Spirit of  God, descend upon my heart. Wean it from earth, through all its pulses move. 
  Stoop to my weakness, mighty as Thou art, and make me love Thee as I ought to love. 
   
  (The anthem continues; all stand and sing the Doxology with the Chancel Choir.) 
 

†DOXOLOGY 592 (Blue Hymnal)                                                       Old Hundredth 
 

†PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

WE GO FORTH TO LOVE AND SERVE 

 
†HYMN 11 (Red Hymnal; music printed on opposite page) 
 Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty! Nicaea 
  
†BENEDICTION AND CHORAL RESPONSE  
  Fourfold Amen                    Sir John Stainer 
 
†POSTLUDE    
  Carillon  Herbert Murrill, 1909-1952  

 
      

Please join us in the social room following worship for refreshments and fellowship. 
 

The flowers are given to the glory of  God  
and in loving memory of  William M.R. Rachal by the family. 



 

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-715262. 



PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 

Hearing Aids and Large-Print Hymnals are available from the ushers.  

Each week in 2015, this portion of  the bulletin will contain a quote from a sermon given at Grace Covenant sometime 
during the past 100 years.  In hearing the faithful voices of  our past, we are spurred toward a faithful future together. 

Our worship service is broadcast live from 11:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon on WLES 590 AM and 
97.7 FM and is streamed live on www.truthnetwork.com (press “Listen Live,” then select 
“Richmond”).   

For podcasts, go to www.grace-covenant.org, click on “Worship,” then the pull-down “Sermons 
Online” and select the Full Service, Sunday Sermons, or Special Performances you wish to 
hear. The podcasts are uploaded within an hour of  the end-of-broadcast.   

For Audio CDs, leave a note to the Radio Room in the Glass Office or call the main church office 
359-2463. There is no charge for this service, but any contributions to “The Radio Fund” are greatly 
appreciated and will help to assure the continuation of  this ministry. 

 

“Jesus did not hesitate to disregard the social customs of  his day which required seg-
regation, although his so doing caused quite a stir among the Jews.  Peter did not hes-
itate to disregard the Jewish custom of  segregation from gentiles, although his doing 
so caused a commotion in the church.  Paul did not hesitate to argue against the seg-
regation of  gentiles in the church, in spite of  the fact that he disturbed the peace of  
the church by doing so.  When it comes to a choice between doing the revealed will 

of  God and maintaining peace, the church has no alternative.”  

- Ben Lacy Rose, 1957 “Racial Segregation in the Church”  

As one body of  Christ, composed of  diverse individuals bound together by the Holy Spirit: 

 

We will share the Gospel in an intellectually rigorous manner that does not belittle doubt yet 
calls all to acknowledge their need for God’s grace offered through Jesus Christ. We will endeavor 
to fulfill Christ’s commandment to go and make disciples of  all nations.     

   

- from our 2012 Vision Statement  

http://www.truthnetwork.com/
http://www.grace-covenant.org/


GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Creeds in Worship this Summer - The Presbyterian Church (USA) has as part of  its constitution a 
Book of  Confessions (BOC) which contains historical documents of  what we as the church believe.  
Currently there are eleven creeds in our BOC (and a twelfth will be added this summer). Oftentimes in 
worship we use one of  those creeds – the Apostles’ Creed – to declare together what it is we believe and 
the foundation on which we stand.   
 

This summer in worship we will take time each week to use different portions of  some of  the other ten 
creeds in worship.  In particular, we will frequently use the Brief  Statement of  Faith (1989) as it was 
crafted to be particularly amenable to worship settings. We hope our use of  various creeds this summer 
helps illumine some of  the breadth and depth of  what we believe and the promises in which we trust.  
If  any portion of  a confession raises a question for you, please do not hesitate to talk with an elder or 
our Pastor Bobby.  

MUSIC NOTES 
Edward Elgar (1857-1934) composed his Variations, Op. 36, popularly known as the Enigma Variations, 
between October 1898 and February 1899. It is an orchestral work comprising fourteen variations on an 
original theme. Elgar dedicated the work “to my friends pictured within,” each variation being a musical 
sketch of  one of  his circle of  close acquaintances. In naming his theme “Enigma” Elgar posed a 
challenge which has generated much speculation but has never been conclusively answered. The Enigma 
is widely believed to involve a hidden melody. The name of  the ninth variation refers to Nimrod, an Old 
Testament patriarch described as “a mighty hunter before the Lord.” This variation has become popular 
in its own right and is sometimes used at British funerals, memorial services, and other solemn 
occasions. Today’s arrangement for organ begins on the organ’s softest string stops, building to the 
organ’s fullest resources. A final decrescendo ends on the organ’s softest sound. 
 

Howard Helvey (b. 1968) serves as organist and choirmaster of  historic Calvary Episcopal Church in 
Cincinnati. His compositions have been featured on numerous recordings, national television and radio 
broadcasts, in such eminent concert venues as New York’s Carnegie Hall, the Walt Disney Concert Hall 
(LA), Chicago’s Orchestra Hall, the Meyerson Symphony Center (Dallas), the White House, the National 
Cathedral (Washington, D. C.), and many locations throughout Europe and Asia. Today’s anthem is a 
beautifully compiled trio of  hymns that leads directly into the singing of  the Doxology. 

London composer Herbert Murrill (1909-1952) wrote relatively little music during his short life. His 
affinities were Francophile and mildly middle-Stravinskian, both influences tempered by an English kind 
of  neo-classicism. His most frequently performed works now are from his works for church choir and 
organ. Carillon is a short toccata with heralding trumpet fanfares that command the listener’s attention.  

We are grateful to have you join in worship with us this morning. We are an historic Presbyterian 
church celebrating our centennial anniversary in 2015.  God has been immensely faithful for the 
past 100 years, and we are eager to step faithfully into the next 100!  We continue forward by walk-
ing in light of  our mission: to train grateful disciples of  Jesus Christ who are doing justice, loving 
mercy, and walking humbly with our God. May you be blessed through worship and fellowship this 
morning. 

WELCOME TO GRACE COVENANT 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward_Elgar
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Opus_number
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Variation_%28music%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nimrod


Deacons’ Fund - This fund assists members who are in financial need. Please contact Reverend Bobby 
Hulme-Lippert to make a request. All requests are confidential.  

 

New Bibles - It’s not too late! If  you are still interested in donating a Bible, either as memorials or in 
honor of  a family member or friend, please contact the church office at 359-2463.  The cost is $20 per 
Bible.  
 

The 2015 Officer Nominating Committee invites your suggestion of  women and men from our 
congregation to serve GCPC on the Nominating Committee, as Trustees, as Ruling Elders, and as 
Deacons. Nomination forms are located throughout the church. Please submit your nomination forms in 
the box on the info table or in the glass office by June 7. 

 

Christian Community in a Place Apart.  Experience Christian community at Camp Hanover and make 
this a summer you will never forget! Camp Hanover is our Presbytery's camp, and offers programs for 
children and youth entering grades 2 through 12.  Whether you are a first-time camper or an old pro, 
there is something for everyone (even moms, dads, and grandparents!). Register online at 
CampHanover.org. Call (804) 779-2811 or email info@CampHanover.org  

 

POJYO Virginia Beach Trip - Join us Saturday,  June 6, from 8:30 a.m.-6:00 p.m. on the POJYO Beach 
Trip. Lunch will be provided but bring money for ice cream. We will meet at Overbrook Presbyterian 
Church, 2605 Dumbarton Road, by 8:15 a.m.  If  interested, please RSVP to Christopher Tweel at 
christopher@grace-covenant.org by June 2.  

 

 

 

 

Food and Faith Summer Series  

The Wednesday Night Summer Cook-Outs are back!  Dinner will be put together by the 
hosts (see below), and it will start at 6:00 p.m.  About 6:45 p.m., a conversation around 
Scripture and that evening’s theme will begin.  It’s casual, and a great time to bring the 
whole family!  We simply ask that you consider making a $3-4 donation per person to cov-
er food costs ($12 max for a family). 

 

June 10 Hulme-Lipperts’ House  2307 Floyd Ave. From Farm to Table to Disciples 

June 17 Susan Farrell's House  1704 Park Ave.  Hospitality 

June 24 Reveleys’ House   2314 Monument Ave.  Ethics 

July 8  Jacobs' House                1502 Park Ave.          Generosity 

July 15 Bairds’ House                1704 Hanover Ave.        Stewardship 

July 22 Sizemores’ House   1112 Hollins Rd.           Eucharist 



Appalachian Trail Backpacking Trip - We will be taking a backpacking trip on the Appalachian Trail 

June 12, 13, and 14. It will be a moderate hike which is great for teenagers and even beginners who are 

relatively healthy.  If  you are interested in some scenic wilderness and a prayerfully beautiful trip in the 

VA mountains, please contact Christopher Tweel.  

 

New Prayer Group - A new prayer group is starting after the worship service on the last Sunday of  

each month.  We will pray in the chapel from 12:30-1:00 p.m. Our first prayer time will be today after the 

worship service.  For more information please contact Itunu Adekoya at 309-310-1424 or 

historybegins1727@yahoo.com, Susan Farrell at 359-6222 or susanbarr311@aol.com, or Carol Wood at 

282-2446 or ctwood7@gmail.com  Please join us!  

 

MISSION AND JUSTICE 
RISC Action Follow Up & Celebration Event - Join in for food, fellowship with other congregations, 
and celebration of  what God has been doing in our city through RISC this past year!  In particular, 
updates on job training, affordable housing, and education will be given. The celebration takes place at 

6:00 p.m. on Monday, June 8, at Ebenezer Baptist Church, 216 West Leigh Street, Richmond 23220.   

 

Shalom Farms Returns! Saturday, June 20, 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon. Join us on the third Saturday of  
the month at Shalom Farms - a local food access and community development ministry 
shalomfarms.org - as we help ensure everyone in our city has access to God's bounteous gift of  
nutritious produce. Please RSVP to Nelson Reveley at nmr2uf@virginia.edu or 387-8094. Carpooling 
from the church parking lot at 8:00 a.m. (and returning by 12:00 noon) is possible if  there is interest. 
Otherwise, you can meet us out on the farm at 9:00 a.m. (1033 Rock Castle Rd., Goochland, VA 23063)!  

  

Food Donations Needed!  There is an additional way to give to the incredible ministry happening at 
the William Byrd House. Pick up a labeled grocery bag and fill it with the listed items. These are items 
that William Byrd House has identified as needs. Thank you all for the amazing support you continue to 
show.   
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND DISCIPLESHIP 
The nursery crib room and Sunday School are available for children ages 2 and up. 

 
Men’s Group – The next meeting will be June 3. All those interested, meet at the Bairds’ house (1704 
Hanover) at 7:30 p.m. for fellowship and conversation (topics will rotate month-to-month).  We will end 
by 9:00 p.m. Questions: Talk to or email Brian Baird - brian.baird5@gmail.com.   
 

Sign up for Vacation Bible School!  We will be returning to the time of  ancient Nazareth with an 
awesome curriculum study from Group Publishing. Mark your calendars for June 22-26, from 9:00 a.m. - 
12:00 noon which will include a large mid-morning snack. To sign up go to grace-covenant.org,  
Facebook, or this week’s Covenant Connection. We are looking forward to an awesome VBS 
together!  

mailto:nmr2uf@virginia.edu


 

Summer Sunday School -  Join us Sundays at 9:30 a.m. starting May 31 in the Grace Bible 

Classroom as we explore the history of  worship from the early church to the present.  
Classes will be led by Bobby Hulme-Lippert and Christopher Tweel.   

 June 7   Worship in the Church:  The Old Testament Christopher  

 June 14   Worship in the Church: The Early Church  Bobby  

 June 21  Feasts, Fasts, and Seasons     Bobby 

 June 28  Karl Barth and the Mission of  the Church  Bobby 

 

 

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER 
Lord, hear our prayer for...   

Jean Appich; Ainura Satterfield’s father, Sharshen, in Kyrgyzstan; Ben Gordon; Loretta and Peter 
Albertis;  Ann Pais’ daughter-in-law, Jane Pais, with cancer; Susan Farrell’s father, Jim, facing health 
issues;  Elizabeth Russell’s father, Dr. William Russell;  Cynthia Holmes’ mother, Constance 
Lockman; Rosie and George Turner; Dr. Carl and Mrs. Jo McMillin; Steve Cobb and his family; 
Mark Collins, nephew of  Lisa Cardwell, Stuart Chapman, David Russell, and Chris Pais, and all 
who are serving in our nation’s Armed Forces.  Pray for peace in the Middle East. 

We give thanks to God for...   

Blair Lawson (Susan Farrell’s niece) is recovering from chemo and surgery and is now cancer free.  

1627 Monument Avenue • Richmond, Virginia 23220 • 804-359-2463 
Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 9:00 a.m.-3:30 p.m.; Wednesday 9:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Friday 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon 

Email: info@grace-covenant.org    Website: www.grace-covenant.org    
Radio: WLES 590 AM & 97.7 FM • Live Streaming www.truthnetwork.com (Click “Listen Live,” then “Richmond, Virginia”) 

 
Pastor: Bobby Hulme-Lippert     Child Development Center Director: Nicole Flournoy 
Director of Music: Christopher Martin      Administrative Support: Martha Rubin 
Director of Christian Formation & Pastoral Asst.: Christopher Tweel Seminary Intern: Rex Childs 
Parish Associate for Outreach & Adult Discipleship:  Nelson Reveley Seminary Intern: Linda Pitts                                                                                        
Director of Communications: Amy Kempel    
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