
GRACE COVENANT 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Awakening a Love for Christ in the Heart of  Richmond                                                                             
  

April 26, 2015 Fourth Sunday of  Easter 10:55 a.m. 
 

Please fill out the communication card and place it in the offering plate during the offertory. 

†Please stand for these parts of  the service. 
 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

WE GATHER TO GLORIFY GOD 

 
 

PRELUDE 
  Le Bon Pasteur (The Good Shepherd)  Dom Paul Benoit, O.S.B., 1893-1979 
   
 
†CALL TO WORSHIP  Linda Pitts 

One: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

All: Let us bless the Lord at all times; God’s praise will always be in our 
mouths. 

One: The Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you. 

All: Magnify the Lord with me!  Together let us lift his name up high! 

One: The Lord lift up his countenance upon you and grant you peace. 

All: I sought the Lord and the Lord answered me.  He delivered me from all 

my fears.  Let us praise the Lord! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



†HYMN 478  (Blue Hymnal)   
  Praise, My Soul, the King of  Heaven  Lauda Anima 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-715262. 

 



†PRAYER OF CONFESSION (IN UNISON)  
  

Gracious and merciful God, you are greater than we can even imagine or begin to 
understand, and you have blessed us in more ways than we can count.  We desire to 
follow your will for our lives, yet we fall short.  We prefer to travel a path that is easier 
than the way you are leading us.  As we travel we look around at others, comparing 
their talents and possessions to our own; we look back at the past, expecting to find 
the answers to our troubles or getting stuck in our regrets; when all the while you are 
right in front of  us, ready to show us everything we need.  Forgive us for our failure 
to follow you, for our distraction with things of  this world, with others, and with the 
past; these things do not give us the life you have for us.  Help us to keep to the path 
on which you are leading and keep our focus only on you.  In Jesus name, Amen. 
 

 

†ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 
 
†GLORIA PATRI 579 (Blue Hymnal)  Greatorex 
    
   Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
  world without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 

At this time, children 6 years old and younger are invited to come to the front of the sanctuary with our volunteer leaders. The children and their leaders will 
worship in the chapel. After "Children's Church" they will join our kids in childcare in room 102 and can be picked up there after the service. 

 
 

WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD 
 
 

 

 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Psalm 24 Holy Bible, p. 487 OT 
 

 Leader: The Word of  the Lord. 
 All: Thanks be to God. 

 
NEW TESTAMENT READING Ephesians 1:3-14  Holy Bible, p. 182 NT 
 

 Leader: The Word of  the Lord. 
 All: Thanks be to God. 

 
 
SERMON   “A Symphony of  Truth”    Reverend Bobby Hulme-Lippert 



WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

 

†HYMN 132  (Red Hymnal) 
  All Hail the Power of  Jesus’ Name   Coronation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-715262. 



†APOSTLES’ CREED (IN UNISON)  Linda Pitts  
    

 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of  heaven and earth,  
 

 And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
 born of  the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and  
  buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he  
 ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of  God the Father Almighty;     
 from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  
 

 I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of  saints;  
 the forgiveness of  sins; the resurrection of  the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  

 Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts,  
 as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
 and the glory, for ever. Amen. 
 
 

WE GIVE THANKS TO GOD 
            
PRESENTATION OF TITHES, OFFERINGS, AND GIFTS  
 
ANTHEM 

         The Lord Is My Shepherd  Thomas Matthews, 1915-1999 

 

 The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
 He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters. 
 He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of  righteousness for his name's sake. 
 Yea, though I walk through the valley of  the shadow of  death, I will fear no evil:  
 for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff  they comfort me. 
 Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of  mine enemies:  
 thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 
 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of  my life:  
 and I will dwell in the house of  the LORD for ever. 
         - Psalm 23 (KJV) 
 
 



†DOXOLOGY 592 (Blue Hymnal)                                                       Old Hundredth 
 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;   
 Praise Him, all creatures here below;          
 Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;   
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
 
†PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 
 

WE GO FORTH TO LOVE AND SERVE 
 
 

†HYMN 420 (Blue Hymnal; music printed on opposite page) 
 God of  Grace and God of  Glory Cwm Rhondda 
  
 
†BENEDICTION AND CHORAL RESPONSE 
  Threefold Amen  Anonymous 
 
 
†POSTLUDE    
  Triptych on “The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want” Larry Visser, b. 1962 
     “Surely goodness and mercy will follow me all the days of  my life, 
                and I will dwell in the house of  the Lord forever.” 

 
 

Please join us on the front steps following worship for refreshments and fellowship. 
 

The flowers are given to the Glory of  God and in memory of  my husband,  
O. G. Farrar, Jr., and my parents, Charles E. and Lillie R. Diehl.  



 

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-715262. 

 



PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 

Hearing Aids and Large-Print Hymnals are available from the ushers.  

Each week in 2015, this portion of  the bulletin will contain a quote from a sermon given at Grace Covenant sometime 
during the past 100 years.  In hearing the faithful voices of  our past, we are spurred toward a faithful future together. 

Our worship service is broadcast live from 11:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon on WLES 590 AM and 
97.7 FM and is streamed live on www.truthnetwork.com (press “Listen Live,” then select 
“Richmond”).   

For podcasts, go to www.grace-covenant.org, click on “Worship,” then the pull-down “Sermons 
Online” and select the Full Service, Sunday Sermons, or Special Performances you wish to 
hear. The podcasts are uploaded within an hour of  the end-of-broadcast.   

For Audio CDs, leave a note to the Radio Room in the Glass Office or call the main church office 
359-2463. There is no charge for this service, but any contributions to “The Radio Fund” are greatly 
appreciated and will help to assure the continuation of  this ministry. 

“The divisions that linger to this day in our Presbyterian family are caused by  
differences, oh, so small!  It is usually rumor, or misinterpreted motives, or prejudices, or 

someone who’s got his feelings hurt that is at the bottom of  our  
church differences and disturbances.  In the whole of  Christendom as well as in each  
local congregation, there is no man’s opinion or position, be he clergyman or layman,  

so important as to divide into contending camps the body of  Christ which is His  
church.”  

 
- Paul Tudor Jones, “Is It Worth a Fight?,” January 11, 1953  

Grace Covenant will be reborn through faith in Christ for the glory of  God alone. By submitting 
to Jesus Christ as the head of  the church, our community will find new life in Him who is renew-
ing all creation.    
 

Neighbors of  every stripe– from college students to retired professionals, hardened skeptics to 
committed believers– will fill Grace Covenant to hear the Good News that God so loved the 
world that He gave His only Son, so that all who believe in Him may not perish but have eternal 
life.  
 

In response, we will train our desires, thoughts, emotions, and actions towards serving God so that 
He might transform us into grateful disciples of  Jesus Christ who is the Way, the Truth, and the 
Life.  

          - from our 2012 Vision Statement  

http://www.truthnetwork.com/
http://www.grace-covenant.org/


GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Deacons’ Fund - This fund assists members who are in financial need. Please contact Reverend 
Bobby Hulme-Lippert to make a request. All requests are confidential.  
 

Camp Hanover Open House is today! -  The Camp Hanover Open House is today from 2:00-
6:00 p.m., rain or shine.  Bring the whole family to this free event and sample some campfire 
cooking, enjoy a hayride, get your face painted, take a walk in the woods, and play some classic 
camp games. Camp Hanover is the outdoor ministry of  the Presbytery of  the James, of  which 
our church is a member. For more info, visit CampHanover.org or call 779-2811. 

MUSIC NOTES 
Dom Paul Benoit, O.S.B. (1893-1979) was an organist, composer, and Roman Catholic 
priest, who lived as a member of  the Benedictine community at the Abbey of  St. Maurice 
et St. Maur, at Clervaux, in Luxembourg. His works frequently draw from the melodies of  
Gregorian chant, making them easily palatable by all ears. Dom Paul acknowledged the 
influence of  the French impressionist works of  Claude Debussy and Maurice Ravel upon 
his organ compositions. Le Bon Pasteur (The Good Shepherd) is a lyrical aria for organ that 
utilizes a quiet solo reed. 

 

Thomas Matthews (1915-1999) was longtime organist, choirmaster, and resident 
composer at Trinity Episcopal Church, Tulsa. His music is beloved by church choirs and 
congregations around the world. His most celebrated choral anthem, The Lord Is My 
Shepherd, has sold over a million copies of  sheet music. 

 

Larry Visser (b. 1962) is currently Minister of  Music and Organist at LaGrave Avenue 
Christian Reformed Church in Grand Rapids. In 2013 Larry composed three hymn-based 
sketches for organ including today’s postlude. His Triptych on “The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not 
Want” includes three separate movements depicting various verses of  Psalm 23. Today’s 
postlude is the final movement of  the suite based on the last verse of  Psalm 23, using the 
hymn tune CRIMOND as its theme.  

We are grateful to have you join in worship with us this morning. We are an historic Presby-
terian church celebrating our centennial anniversary in 2015.  God has been immensely faith-
ful for the past 100 years, and we are eager to step faithfully into the next 100!  We continue 
forward by walking in light of  our mission: to train grateful disciples of  Jesus Christ who are 
doing justice, loving mercy, and walking humbly with our God. May you be blessed through 
worship and fellowship this morning. 

WELCOME TO GRACE COVENANT 



Presbyterian Women will continue the centennial celebration by hosting the 26th Annual 

Spring Gathering of  the Presbyterian Women of  the Presbytery of  the James on Saturday, May 

2.  This is a wonderful opportunity to share the history of  Grace Covenant with other 

Presbyterian Women.  The program will begin at 9:30 a.m. followed by lunch and an afternoon 

worship service with communion. Please call Mary Gray if  you would like to volunteer to help 

make this event a great success.   
 

Family Overnight Retreat May 15-16 - We look forward to an overnight together with a 

campfire, some hiking, visiting with the goats and chickens, and spending a great morning 

together at Camp. We will head back after lunch on May 16. All are invited! Contact Christopher 

Tweel at 359-2463 or christopher@grace-covenant.org for more information.  

 

Appalachian Trail Backpacking Trip - We are looking at taking a backpacking trip on the 

Appalachian Trail either June 11, 12, and 13 or  June 12, 13, and 14. It will be a moderate hike 

which is great for teenagers and even beginners who are relatively healthy.  If  you are interested 

in some scenic wilderness and a prayerfully beautiful trip in the VA mountains, stop by the info 

table on May 3 after church (in the social room). 

MISSION AND JUSTICE 
 

Justice Ministry Small Group. A monthly Justice Ministry small group began meeting in 
January to read and discuss Timothy Keller's Generous Justice together as well as pray and at times 
plan for local Justice Ministry efforts. Please feel free to join us! For questions or more 
information, please contact Nelson Reveley (nmr2uf@virginia.edu).   
 Date: May 13 
 Time: 7:00-8:00 p.m. 

 

Wednesday Night Suppers—Join the Excitement, 6:00 p.m. 
"Celebrating Our Past - Believing in Our Future" 

 
Save yourself  the midweek hassle of  cooking dinner and come join us Wednesday nights for a time of  
growth in fellowship and faith! Every night we'll have arts and crafts for the kids, timely announce-
ments, worship preparation cards for the coming Sunday, and either faith-infused live music, a trivia 
night, or an excellent speaker! $5 per adult, $2 per child, with $12 max per family. Our upcoming sched-
ule is below:  
 
April 29:  Fellowship & a concert presented by Grace Covenant’s Junior Choir (grades 1-6).  Menu: 
Pizza, salad, peas, and apple crisp. 
 
May 6: Fellowship & Study on Parables in Luke's Gospel, Rev. Nelson Reveley Menu: Tuna-fish casse-
role, broccoli, salad, biscuits, and brownies 
 
May 13: Fellowship & Study on Parables in Luke's Gospel, Rev. Nelson Reveley (Justice Ministry Small 
Group, 7:00 - 8:00 p.m.)  Menu: Potato bar, and pineapple upside-down cake 

mailto:nmr2uf@virginia.edu


 Place: Fellowship Hall  
 Reading: Timothy Keller's Generous Justice Discussion/Reading:  (Chap. 7-8) 
 
 

Common Good RVA: Fostering Healthy Communities Panel Bon Secours St. Mary's 
Hospital Education Center - Thursday, April 30, 7:30 p.m. Common Good RVA's mission is to 
uphold and encourage vocational stewardship for the common good of  Richmond. To that end, 
we're hosting a series of  discussions about God’s use of  our individual and collective vocations 
for the common good of  Richmond.  All are welcome! Please contact Barrett Clark at 

bclark@ivyventures.com if  you have any questions or to RSVP.  
 

ONE Justice Conference: Richmond Justice Initiative - Friday, May 15 - Saturday, May 16, 
Second Baptist Church, 9614 River Rd., 23229. RJI (Richmond Justice Initiative) invites you to 
join in their ministry against human trafficking.  Speakers include Corey Widmer, Bethany Hoang, 
and John Richmond.  General admission registration is $65 ($45 for students), but as a sponsor 
Grace Covenant has a select number of  complimentary tickets available. We would love to have our 
congregants join in this conference. If  you would like to participate, please contact Nelson Reveley 
nmr2uf@virginia.edu. For more information, please visit, onejusticeconference.com.  
 

Food Donations Needed!  There is an additional way to give to the incredible ministry 
happening at the William Byrd House. Pick up a labeled grocery bag and fill it with the listed 
items. These are items that William Byrd House has identified as needs. Thank you all for the 
amazing support you continue to show.   
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND DISCIPLESHIP 
Sunday School is held every Sunday from 9:30-10:30 a.m.  

The nursery crib room and Sunday School are available for children ages 2 and up. 
 

The Vanguard Class, Basement, Room B4:  (Men’s Class) Taught in rotation this class continues to 
study how "to be the men that God wants us to be this day," using material from scripture and 
the book Sleeping Giant.  
 

Grace Bible Class, Second Floor, Room 212: John Nevin is teaching an ongoing study looking 
closely at the gospel of  Matthew.   
 

The Forum Class: Basement, Room B7:  Dr. Tom Miller will continue to lead the class through 
lessons on the theological principle Grace using some material from Phillip Yancy’s What’s So 
Important About Grace? 
 

Good Books Class: Third Floor, Room 303:  Come join us as we look at Practice Resurrection: A 

Conversation on Growing Up in Christ by Eugene Peterson. Lessons facilitated by Reverend Bobby 
and Reverend Nelson. 
 
Toddlers Class, First Floor, Room 102: Taught by Rachel Lee this class focuses on spiritual 
development and early access to scripture through play and kinesthetic learning. 
 



Elementary Class, Second Floor, Room 209-210: Taught by Moriah Illsley this class builds faith in 
young children and challenges them to apply lessons from scripture to everyday life in school, at 
home, and at play.  
 

Youth Mentoring Class: Third Floor, Room 300: Each week volunteers and parents meet with 
teens to connect media to scripture in a way that is personally meaningful to our students. 
Currently in the book of  Genesis! 
 

Parents Small Group – The Parents Small Group meets monthly through the end of  May, and 
all parents and children are welcome to join. The next small group will be today at Deep Run 
Park. Please bring picnic food to share.   
 
Men’s Group – The next meeting with be May 6. All those interested, meet at the Bairds’ house 
(1704 Hanover) at 7:30 p.m. for fellowship and conversation (topics will rotate month-to-
month).  We will end by 9:00 p.m. Questions: Talk to or email Brian Baird - 
brian.baird5@gmail.com.   
 

Vacation Bible School is coming! We will be returning to the time of  ancient Nazareth with 
an awesome curriculum study from Group Publishing. Mark your calendars for June 22 - 26, in 
the morning! We will welcome our students to VBS from 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon which will 
include a large mid-morning snack. We are looking forward to an awesome VBS together!  

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER 
Lord, hear our prayer for...   

Jean Appich; Ainura Satterfield’s father, Sharshen, in Kyrgyzstan; Ben Gordon; Loretta and Peter 
Albertis;  Ann Pais’ daughter-in-law, Jane Pais, with cancer; Susan Farrell’s father, Jim, facing health 
issues;  Elizabeth Russell’s father, Dr. William Russell;  Cynthia Holmes’ mother, Constance 
Lockman; Rosie and George Turner; Dr. Carl and Mrs. Jo McMillin; Steve Cobb and his family; 
Mark Collins, nephew of  Lisa Cardwell, who will be leaving in April on a nine-month deployment to 
Afghanistan.  Stuart Chapman, David Russell, and Chris Pais, and all who are serving in our 
nation’s Armed Forces.  Pray for peace in the Middle East. 

We give thanks to God for...   

Blair Lawson (Susan Farrell’s niece) is recovering from chemo and surgery and is now cancer free.  

1627 Monument Avenue • Richmond, Virginia 23220 • 804-359-2463 
Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 9:00 a.m.-3:30 p.m.; Wednesday 9:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Friday 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon 

Email: info@grace-covenant.org    Website: www.grace-covenant.org    
Radio: WLES 590 AM & 97.7 FM • Live Streaming www.truthnetwork.com (Click “Listen Live,” then “Richmond, Virginia”) 

 
Pastor: Bobby Hulme-Lippert     Child Development Center Director: Nicole Flournoy 
Director of Music: Christopher Martin      Administrative Support: Martha Rubin 
Director of Christian Formation & Pastoral Asst.: Christopher Tweel Seminary Intern: Rex Childs 
Parish Associate for Outreach & Adult Discipleship:  Nelson Reveley Seminary Intern: Linda Pitts                                                                                        
Director of Communications: Amy Kempel    
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