
GRACE COVENANT 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Awakening a Love for Christ in the Heart of  Richmond                                                                             
  

March 22, 2015 The Fifth Sunday in Lent 10:55 a.m. 
 

Please fill out the communication card and place it in the offering plate during the offertory. 

†Please stand for these parts of  the service. 
 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

WE GATHER TO GLORIFY GOD 

 
 

PRELUDE 
  Where Charity and Love Prevail, God Is Ever There (Ubi Caritas) Mary Beth Bennett 
   
 
†CALL TO WORSHIP     Linda Pitts  

 

 One:  Come to me,  

  all of  you who are weary and carrying heavy burdens  

  and I will give you rest. 

 All:  Take my yoke upon you,  

  and learn from me;  

 One: For I am gentle and humble in heart,  

  and you will find rest for your souls. 

 All:  For my yoke is easy,  

  and my burden is light. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



†HYMN 85 (Blue Hymnal)   
  What Wondrous Love Is This  Wondrous Love 
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†PRAYER OF CONFESSION (IN UNISON)  
 

Eternal God, in you we live and move and have our being.  However, our sins hide 
your presence from us, and we forget your mercy in the blindness of  our hearts.  We 
look for answers and seek fulfillment out in the world, even though you are there with 
us, able to provide all we need.  Help us to seek you first.  Cleanse us from our offen-
ses and deliver us from the temptations that lead us away from you.  Give us reverent 
and humble hearts that we may draw near to you, confess our faults, be confident in 
your grace, and find in you our refuge and strength; through Jesus Christ your Son, 
Amen. 

 

†ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 
†GLORIA PATRI 579 (Blue Hymnal)  Greatorex 
     
  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
  world without end. Amen, Amen. 

 

At this time, children 6 years old and younger are invited to come to the front of the sanctuary with our volunteer leaders. The children and their leaders will 
worship in the chapel. After "Children's Church" they will join our kids in childcare in room 102 and can be picked up there after the service. 

 

 

WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD 
 
 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Psalm 88  Holy Bible, p.525 OT 
 
NEW TESTAMENT READING John 11:32-37  Holy Bible, p.101  NT 
 
SERMON “Jesus Wept ” Bobby Hulme-Lippert 



WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

 

†HYMN 298 (Blue Hymnal) 
  There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy   In Babilone 
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†APOSTLES’ CREED (IN UNISON)  Rex Childs                                                                
    

 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of  heaven and earth,  
 

 And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,            
 born of  the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and  
  buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he  
 ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of  God the Father Almighty;   
 from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  
 

 I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of  saints;  
 the forgiveness of  sins; the resurrection of  the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts,  
 as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
 and the glory, for ever. Amen. 

 

WE GIVE THANKS TO GOD 
 

MOMENT FOR MISSION  Sallie Lays 
 
PRESENTATION OF TITHES, OFFERINGS, AND GIFTS  
 
ANTHEM 

         My Eternal King  Jane Marshall, b. 1924  
 

 My God, I love Thee;  
 not because I hope for heaven thereby,  
 nor yet because who love Thee not must die eternally.  
 Thou, O my Jesus, Thou didst me upon the cross embrace; 
 for me didst bear the nails and spear, and manifold disgrace.  
 Why, then why, O blessed Jesus Christ, should I not love Thee well?  
 Not for the hope of  winning heaven or of  escaping hell;  
 not with the hope of  gaining aught, not seeking a reward;  
 but as Thyself  hast loved me, O everlasting Lord!  
 E’en so I love Thee, and will love, and in Thy praise will sing;  
 solely because Thou art my God, and my Eternal King. 
 

                                                                                      - Poem (anonymous) from 17th-century Latin 

  



†DOXOLOGY 592 (Blue Hymnal)                                                      Old Hundredth 
 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;   
 Praise Him, all creatures here below;          
 Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;   
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
 
†PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

WE GO FORTH TO LOVE AND SERVE 
 
 

†HYMN 302 (Blue Hymnal; words and music on opposite page) 
 I Danced in the Morning Simple Gifts 
  
  
†BENEDICTION AND CHORAL RESPONSE 
  God So Loved the World  Sir John Stainer 
 
 
†POSTLUDE    
   Prelude in G Minor  Johannes Brahms, 1833-1897  

 
 

Please join us in the Social Room following worship for refreshments and fellowship. 

 

The flowers are given to the glory of  God and in the loving memory of  Mr. and Mrs.  

Aubrey Kessel and brother, Don Kessel, by Jan Kessel.  
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PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 

Hearing Aids and Large-Print Hymnals are available from the ushers.  

Each week in 2015, this portion of  the bulletin will contain a quote from a sermon given at Grace Covenant sometime 
during the past 100 years.  In hearing the faithful voices of  our past, we are spurred toward a faithful future together. 

 
 

“For those first disciples...belief  in immortality was not so much a topic to be discussed; it was a ton-
ic to be taken. It was not a matter of  speculation but a practical power for the undergirding of  life. 

And what Resurrection became for them, let’s be sure, it can likewise become for us. ”  
 

- Rev. John H. Marion, D.D., Pastor 1940-1946, “The Power of  the Resurrection,” a sermon chosen 
by the Women’s Auxiliary of  GCPC to be sent to men and women serving in the armed forces. 

“He prays, but he hears prayer. He weeps, but he puts an end to tears. 
He asks where Lazarus was laid, for he was a human being;  
and he raises Lazarus, for he is God.  
As a sheep he is led to the slaughter  
but he is the Shepherd of  Israel and now of  the whole world. 
He is bruised and wounded, 
but he heals every disease and every infirmity. 
He is lifted up and nailed to the tree, 
but by the tree of  life he restores us… 
He lays down his life, 
but he has the power to take it again; 
and the veil is rent, for the mysterious doors of  heaven are opened; 
the rocks are cleft, the dead rise. 
He dies, but he gives life, and his death destroys death. 
He is buried, but he rises again.” - Gregory of  Nazianzus (329-390) 

Parking Passes – Attention all GCPC members. Please be sure you have a blue parking tag placed 
on your back windshield (driver’s side).  If  you do not have one, Property Elder Lewis Rosebro will 
be in the Social Room to give you one after worship this week and next (March 29).  Beginning on 
March 31, we will begin enforcing the towing policy wherein all vehicles without a tag will be towed. 
 Note: We will not tow on Sundays or Wednesdays after 3:30 p.m. as we want to ensure visitors are 
free to park for worship and Wednesday Night Supper and activities.  For non-members who visit the 
church during the week and park their vehicle in the lot, the staff  will provide temporary parking 
passes.   



GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Deacons’ Fund - This fund assists members who are in financial need. Please contact Reverend Bobby 
Hulme-Lippert to make a request. All requests are confidential.  
 

MUSIC NOTES 
Richmonder Mary Beth Bennett serves on the music faculty at the University of  Richmond and is the 
Organist/Choirmaster of  Seventh Street Church on Grove Avenue. Part of  her postdoctoral studies at 
the Catholic University of  America included plainchant and its incorporation into modern music. One 
of  her recent compositions is a beautiful setting on Ubi Caritas—an ancient hymn (plainchant) of  the 
Western Church, long used as one of  the antiphons for the washing of  feet on Maundy Thursday. The 
Gregorian melody was composed sometime between the fourth and tenth centuries. Bennett’s setting 
begins simply and gradually builds harmonically to full organ before diminishing to a cliff-hanging note 
on a 4' flute. 
 

Jane Marshall’s (b. 1924) anthem My Eternal King was composed in 1954. Church choral music at the 
time, having experienced no major changes for several years, was on a plateau. When this anthem came 
into print, it immediately changed the entire landscape of  American sacred choral music. It was uniquely 
different. Based on a translation of  a 17th-century Latin text, My Eternal King progresses from a serene 
introduction to a magnificent climax which seems to reach for the heavens. Carefully coupled to the text, 
the music—with its colorful harmonics for the organ—has, at times, utterly simple chords for the singer. 
Even with its old English text, My Eternal King remains a favorite in the repertoire of  thousands of  
church choir directors and singers. 
 

Johannes Brahms (1833-1897) not only learned to play the organ at the beginning of  his career, but 
also wrote significant compositions for the instrument as a result of  his early counterpoint study. He 
composed for the organ only sporadically or as part of  larger choral and instrumental works in his 
subsequent career. Brahms is hardly known for his organ music, and indeed he wrote very little of  it—an 
hour's worth in total, a mere five works. Yet the Lutheran music he grew up with at St Michael's Church 
in Hamburg exerted a major influence on him and his compositions. His electrifying Prelude in G Minor 
contains many different elements and suggests a fantasy. 

We are grateful to have you join in worship with us this morning. We are an historic Presbyterian 
church celebrating our centennial anniversary in 2015.  God has been immensely faithful for the 
past 100 years, and we are eager to step faithfully into the next 100!  We continue forward by walk-
ing in light of  our mission: to train grateful disciples of  Jesus Christ who are doing justice, loving 
mercy, and walking humbly with our God. May you be blessed through worship and fellowship this 
morning. 

WELCOME TO GRACE COVENANT 

Hallelujah Chorus—Easter Sunday 

At the end of  the worship service on Easter Sunday, our tradition has been to invite people from the 
congregation to come forward and join the Chancel Choir in the singing of  the Hallelujah Chorus. 
The church owns several scores of  the Hallelujah Chorus; however, if  you own a copy, we invite you 
to bring it with you Easter Sunday. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_Church
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gregorian_chant


Easter Lilies - Please plan to purchase beautiful potted lily plants to help decorate our sanctuary for 
Easter Sunday. Order forms are available at the information table across from the Social Room. The cost 
is $12.50 per plant. The deadline for lily orders is March 30. You will be able to take your lilies home 
after worship on Easter Sunday. 
 
Fifth Sunday Luncheons – Our first congregation-wide "Fifth Sunday Luncheon" of  the year has is 
today after the worship service. We hope to see you in the Fellowship Hall, and the Session looks 
forward to providing updates and information on the ministry and mission of  the church. Lunch is $8 
(boxed lunches from Sally Bell’s Kitchen will be served). 

 

The Monument Ave. 10K, Saturday, March 28. Hospitality Station and Cheer Zone: Grace 
Covenant will be hosting our annual 10K Hospitality Station and Boaz & Ruth Cheer Zone the morning 
of  the race, for runners and spectators alike to enjoy snacks, coffee, and fellowship on our terrace. We 
will also have a bouncy castle for the wee ones! If  you would like to volunteer for the station, or help 
provide healthy snacks, please contact Virginia Hudson at vhudson81@gmail.com. Run, walk, or cheer 
in support of  Boaz & Ruth! Green and gold "Boaz & Ruth" sweatbands are available as this year's 
B&R swag to help runners and cheerers alike stand out from the crowd.  Available for a $5 suggested 
donation: contact Jessica Reveley at jabreveley@gmail.com. 
 

Palm Sunday is March 29; please plan to join us for breakfast in the Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m. Please 
bring a breakfast food to share; CE will provide the coffee and tea and juice.  The Stuart Circle Parish 
service will begin on the steps of  First English Lutheran Church at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Associate Pastor Nominating Committee (APNC) – We are beginning our search process for an 
Associate Pastor. Do you know someone who would serve well on the APNC?  Please submit your 
nominations at the Information Table (across from the Social Room) or in the Glass Office by Sunday, 
March 29.   
 
Prayer Vigil – We are hosting a Prayer Vigil beginning Thursday, April 2, at 8:00 p.m. following the 
Maundy Thursday Service and continuing through Good Friday,  April 3, at 5:00 p.m.  You may sign 

 

Wednesday Night Suppers—Join the Excitement, 6:00 p.m. 
"Celebrating Our Past - Believing in Our Future" 

 

Save yourself  the midweek hassle of  cooking dinner and come join us Wednesday nights for a time of  
growth in fellowship and faith! Every night we'll have arts and crafts for the kids, timely announce-
ments, worship preparation cards for the coming Sunday, and either faith-infused live music, a trivia 
night, or an excellent speaker! $5 per adult, $2 per child, with $12 max per family. Our upcoming sched-
ule is below:  
 

March 25: Fellowship and Centennial Celebration Video “Celebrating Our Past: 1790-1990.”  
Menu: Baked chicken and rice, broccoli, salad, rolls, bread pudding and lemon sauce. 
 
April 2: Maundy Thursday Worship Service, 7:00 p.m. Menu: Ham, sweet potato casserole, cabbage, 
salad, bread and chocolate éclair cake. 
 
April 8:  Fellowship and 100th Celebration Presentation "Believing in Our Future: Ministries Today"   
Menu: Pizza, salad, green beans, and banana pudding. 

mailto:jabreveley@gmail.com


up on the board in the social room or contact the church office. For more information please contact 
Linda Pitts at 850-345-0634 or lindapitts2113@gmail.com.     
 

Good Friday Blood Drive - 2:00-7:00 p.m. April 3, 2015, Grace Covenant Fellowship Hall  
As we remember the reconciling, life-giving grace of  Christ's life, death, and resurrection, we are grateful 
for this opportunity to unite with our fellow Stuart Circle Parish Churches and the American Red Cross 
in offering life-giving donations of  blood. All support is welcome, and if  you are unable to donate 
yourself, we encourage you to consider seeking a substitute donor or volunteering your time. For more 
information, you can also simply contact info@grace-covenant.org or 359-2463. You can sign up via the 
following link: redcrossblood.org/ -- enter our zip code 23220 or search key word "goodfriday" (one 
word) -- or contact Nelson Reveley 387-8094. Please feel free to invite others! 
 
Mantreat at Montreat, April 24-26.  Join us on a men’s retreat at Montreat (montreat.org/mantreat).  
Connect your personal journey to that of  many others through stories and activities.  Enjoy  music, 
campfires, and optional workshops such as wood carving and hiking.  For more information contact 
Christopher Tweel at christopher@grace-covenant.org. 

MISSION AND JUSTICE 
 

Justice Ministry Small Group. A monthly Justice Ministry small group began meeting in January to 
read and discuss Timothy Keller's Generous Justice together as well as pray and at times plan for local 
Justice Ministry efforts. Please feel free to join us! For questions or more information, please contact 
Nelson Reveley (nmr2uf@virginia.edu).   
 Dates: April 8, May 13 
 Time: 6:50-8:00 p.m. 
 Place: Fellowship Hall  
 Reading: Timothy Keller's Generous Justice Discussion/Reading Schedule:   
        April 8 (Chap. 5-6); May 13 (Chap. 7-8)  
 
Shalom Farms Returns! Saturday, April 18, 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon. Join us on the third Saturday of  
the month at Shalom Farms - a local food access and community development ministry 
shalomfarms.org - as we help ensure everyone in our city has access to God's bounteous gift of  
nutritious produce. Please RSVP to Nelson Reveley at nmr2uf@virginia.edu or 387-8094. Carpooling 
from the church parking lot at 8:00 a.m. (and returning by 12:00 noon) is possible if  there is interest. 
Otherwise, you can meet us out on the farm at 9:00 a.m. (1033 Rock Castle Rd., Goochland, VA 23063)! 
Our upcoming date for the spring will be May 16. 
 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND DISCIPLESHIP 
Sunday School is held every Sunday from 9:30-10:30 a.m.  

The nursery crib room and Sunday School are available for children ages 2 and up. 
 

The Vanguard Class, Basement, Room B4:  (Men’s Class) Taught in rotation this class continues to study 
how "to be the men that God wants us to be this day," using material from scripture and the book 
Sleeping Giant.  
 

Grace Bible Class, Second Floor, Room 212: The Grace Bible Class is being taught by Jack Corley and 

mailto:nmr2uf@virginia.edu
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regularly engages in the study of  a book from scripture. From February to March 8 the study will be the 
book of  Jeremiah.  
 

The Forum Class: Basement, Room B7:  Dr. Tom Miller will continue to lead the class through lessons on the 

theological principle Grace using some material from Phillip Yancy’s What’s So Important About Grace? 
 

Good Books Class: Third Floor, Room 303:  Come join us as we look at Chapter 1 in In the Name of  Jesus: 
Reflections on Christian Leadership by Henri Nouwen.  Lessons facilitated by Reverend Bobby and 
Reverend Nelson. 

 
 

Toddlers Class, First Floor, Room 102: Taught by Rachel Lee this class focuses on spiritual 
development and early access to scripture through play and kinesthetic learning. 
 

Elementary Class, Second Floor, Room 209-210: Taught by Moriah Illsley this class builds 
faith in young children and challenges them to apply lessons from scripture to everyday life 
in school, at home, and at play.  
 

Youth Mentoring Class: Third Floor, Room 300: Each week volunteers and parents meet with teens to 
connect media to scripture in a way that is personally meaningful to our students. Currently in the book 
of  Genesis! 
 

Parents Small Group – It has begun! The Parents Small Group meets monthly through the end of  
May, and all parents and children are welcome to join. The next small group will be Sunday, March 22, 
at 3417 Cooper Rd., Richmond, VA 23225. Many thanks to Debbie and Mason for hosting! 
Questions...contact James Atchison at jwatch@gmail.com.  
 
Men’s Group – A monthly men’s group starts up on Wednesday, April 1.  All those interested, meet at 
the Bairds’ house (1704 Hanover) at 7:30 p.m. for fellowship and conversation (topics will rotate month
-to-month).  We will end by 9:00 p.m. Questions: Talk to or email Brian Baird - 
brian.baird5@gmail.com.   

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER 
Lord, hear our prayer for...   

Jean Appich; Ainura Satterfield’s father, Sharshen, in Kyrgyzstan; Ben Gordon; Loretta and Peter 
Albertis;  Ann Pais’ daughter-in-law, Jane Pais, with cancer; Susan Farrell’s father, Jim, facing health 
issues, and her niece, Blair Lawson, battling cancer; Elizabeth Russell’s father, Dr. William Russell;  
Cynthia Holmes’ mother, Constance Lockman; Rosie and George Turner; Dr. Carl and Mrs. Jo 
McMillin; Steve Cobb and his family; Stuart Chapman, David Russell, and Chris Pais, and all who 
are serving in our nation’s Armed Forces.  Pray for peace in the Middle East. 

1627 Monument Avenue • Richmond, Virginia 23220 • 804-359-2463 
Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 9:00 a.m.-3:30 p.m.; Wednesday 9:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Friday 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon 

Email: info@grace-covenant.org    Website: www.grace-covenant.org    
Radio: WLES 590 AM & 97.7 FM • Live Streaming www.truthnetwork.com (Click “Listen Live,” then “Richmond, Virginia”) 

 
Pastor: Bobby Hulme-Lippert     Child Development Center Director: Nicole Flournoy 
Director of Music: Christopher Martin      Administrative Support: Martha Rubin 
Director of Christian Formation & Pastoral Asst.: Christopher Tweel Seminary Intern: Rex Childs 
Director of Communications: Amy Kempel    Seminary Intern: Linda Pitts                                                                                        
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