
GRACE COVENANT 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Awakening a Love for Christ in the Heart of  Richmond                                                                             
  

March 29, 2015 Palm Sunday 10:55 a.m. 
 

Please fill out the communication card and place it in the offering plate during the offertory. 

†Please stand for these parts of  the service. 
 

 
 
 

WE GATHER TO GLORIFY GOD 

 
 

PRELUDE 
  Grand Choeur Triomphale in A Major  Alexandre Guilmant, 1837-1911 
   
 
†CALL TO WORSHIP     Linda Pitts  

 

One: It is better to take refuge in the Lord than to trust in humans or in princes. 

All: All the nations surrounded me on every side, but in the name of  the  
 Lord I cut them down. 

One: They swarmed around me like bees, but they were consumed as quickly as 
 burning thorns; 

All: In the name of  the Lord I cut them down. 

One: I was pushed back and about to fall, but the Lord helped me. 

All: The Lord is my strength and my defense; the Lord has become my 
 salvation.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



†HYMN 88 (Blue Hymnal)   
  All Glory, Laud, and Honor  St. Theodulph 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-715262. 



†PRAYER OF CONFESSION (IN UNISON)  
 

  Merciful God, in your extraordinary love for us, you gave your one and only Son, so  
  that through him the world might be saved.  We confess that we have not loved you or  
  others as we should.  We have not put you first in our lives.  Our sins are too heavy to  
  carry, too real to hide, too deep to undo.  Forgive what we hesitate to name, and what  
  our hearts can no longer bear.  Set us free from a past that we cannot change, and open 
  to us a future where we are changed into the people you call us to be.  Grant us grace  
  to grow more in your likeness and image; through Jesus Christ, your Son, who takes  
  away the sin of  the world.  Amen.  
 

†ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 
†GLORIA PATRI 579 (Blue Hymnal)  Greatorex 
     
  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
  world without end. Amen, Amen. 
 
ANTHEM 
  Antiphonal Hosanna  G. Alan Smith, b. 1947 
  Combined Junior and Chancel Choirs 

 
  Hosanna! Blessed is he that comes in the name of  the Lord!      - Matthew 21:9 

 

At this time, children 6 years old and younger are invited to come to the front of the sanctuary with our volunteer leaders. The children and their leaders will 
worship in the chapel. After "Children's Church" they will join our kids in childcare in room 102 and can be picked up there after the service. 

 

 

 
WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD 

 
 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Zechariah 9:9-17 Holy Bible, p. 835 OT 
 
 
NEW TESTAMENT READING John 12:12-19  Holy Bible, p. 102  NT 
 
 
SERMON “Nothing Wrong with Tradition” Christopher Tweel 

 



WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

 

†HYMN 185  (Red Hymnal) 
  Hosanna, Loud Hosanna   Ellacombe 
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†APOSTLES’ CREED (IN UNISON)  Reverend Bobby Hulme-Lippert  
    

 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of  heaven and earth,  
 

 And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,            
 born of  the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and  
  buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he  
 ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of  God the Father Almighty;   
 from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  
 

 I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of  saints;  
 the forgiveness of  sins; the resurrection of  the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts,  
 as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
 and the glory, for ever. Amen. 

 

 
WE GIVE THANKS TO GOD 

 

 
PRESENTATION OF TITHES, OFFERINGS, AND GIFTS  
 
 

ANTHEM 

         Lift Up Your Heads, O Ye Gates  William Mathias, 1934-1992 

 

 Lift up your heads, O ye gates, 
 and be ye lift up ye everlasting doors, 
 and the King of  glory shall come in. 
 Who is this King of  glory? 
 The Lord strong and mighty, 
 the Lord mighty in battle. 
 
                                                                                      - Psalm 24:7-10 



†DOXOLOGY 592 371(Blue Hymnal)                                              Old Hundredth 
 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;   
 Praise Him, all creatures here below;          
 Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;   
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
 
†PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

WE GO FORTH TO LOVE AND SERVE 
 
 

†HYMN  (Blue Hymnal; words and music on opposite page) 
 Lift High the Cross Crucifer 
  
  
†BENEDICTION AND CHORAL RESPONSE 
  Jesus, Remember Me  Taizé 
 
 
†POSTLUDE    
  Toccata (Suite gothique)  Léon Boëllmann, 1862-1897 

 
 

Please join us in the Social Room following worship for refreshments and fellowship. 

 

The flowers are given to the glory of  God and in the loving memory of  Nela Bostian by 
the family.  
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PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 

Hearing Aids and Large-Print Hymnals are available from the ushers.  

Each week in 2015, this portion of  the bulletin will contain a quote from a sermon given at Grace Covenant sometime 
during the past 100 years.  In hearing the faithful voices of  our past, we are spurred toward a faithful future together. 

 
 

Our worship service is broadcast live from 11:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon on WLES 590 AM and 
97.7 FM and is streamed live on www.truthnetwork.com (press “Listen Live,” then select 
“Richmond”).   

For podcasts, go to www.grace-covenant.org, click on “Worship,” then the pull-down “Sermons 
Online” and select the Full Service, Sunday Sermons, or Special Performances you wish to 
hear. The podcasts are uploaded within an hour of  the end-of-broadcast.   

For Audio CDs, leave a note to the Radio Room in the Glass Office or call the main church office 
359-2463. There is no charge for this service, but any contributions to “The Radio Fund” are greatly 
appreciated and will help to assure the continuation of  this ministry. 

“The present world-war, though the greatest in all history, is only a small sector of  a 
infinitely vaster battlefield, upon which the kingdom of  Christ is waging a fight to 

the finish against Satan’s kingdom.”  
 

 Sermon preached at Grace Covenant by C. C. Caldwell, 
on June 30, 1918  

As one body of  Christ, composed of  diverse individuals bound together by the Holy Spirit: 

 

We will grow in the faith by training ourselves and our children to be intimately familiar not only with 
Scripture and our Reformed heritage, but also with their unwavering relevance for our lives and humanity to-
day. We will build up the body of  Christ until all of  us come to the unity of  the faith and of  the knowledge 
of  the Son of  God, so that we may no longer be tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind 
of  new teaching. 

        - from our 2012 Vision Statement  

http://www.truthnetwork.com/
http://www.grace-covenant.org/


GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Deacons’ Fund - This fund assists members who are in financial need. Please contact Reverend Bobby 
Hulme-Lippert to make a request. All requests are confidential.  
 

Easter Lilies - Please plan to purchase beautiful potted lily plants to help decorate our sanctuary for 
Easter Sunday. Order forms are available at the information table across from the Social Room. The cost 
is $12.50 per plant. The deadline for lily orders is March 30. You will be able to take your lilies home 
after worship on Easter Sunday. 
 

MUSIC NOTES 
Today, the church celebrates Christ’s triumphant entry into Jerusalem. The prelude is a joyful march 
which suggests a solemn procession. Alexandre Guilmant (1837-1911) was one of  the most 
outstanding French organists of  his generation and won particular reknown for his extempore playing in 
recitals in Europe and America. His Grand Choeur Triomphal March is a festive organ work which features 
mighty heralds from the organ’s Tuba Mirabilis stop. 
 
G. Alan Smith (b. 1947) is Senior Music Editor at Abingdon Press in Nashville, Tennessee. His 
Antiphonal Hosanna is the tenth best-selling anthem in the Hope Publishing catalogue. The anthem is a 
joyful dialogue between the Chancel and Junior Choirs. 
 
William Mathias (1934-1992) was a Welsh composer whose music has been performed in numerous 
cathedrals around the world. Recognized as being among the finest musicians of  his generation and one 
of  the first Welsh composers to achieve international acclaim, Mathias’ music typically draws on the 
styles of  Bartók, Hindemith, Stravinsky and Tippett. Lift Up Your Heads, O Ye Gates has been described as 
“perky, confident, wickedly militaristic, and full of  Welsh dragons.”  
 
Léon Boëllmann (1862-1897) was a French composer of  Alsatian origin, known for a small number of  
compositions for organ. His best-known composition is Suite Gothique (1895), still very much a staple of  
the organ repertoire, especially its dramatic concluding Toccata. 

We are grateful to have you join in worship with us this morning. We are an historic Presbyterian 
church celebrating our centennial anniversary in 2015.  God has been immensely faithful for the 
past 100 years, and we are eager to step faithfully into the next 100!  We continue forward by walk-
ing in light of  our mission: to train grateful disciples of  Jesus Christ who are doing justice, loving 
mercy, and walking humbly with our God. May you be blessed through worship and fellowship this 
morning. 

WELCOME TO GRACE COVENANT 

Hallelujah Chorus—Easter Sunday 

At the end of  the worship service on Easter Sunday, our tradition has been to invite people from the 
congregation to come forward and join the Chancel Choir in the singing of  the Hallelujah Chorus. 
The church owns several scores of  the Hallelujah Chorus; however, if  you own a copy, we invite you 
to bring it with you Easter Sunday. 



Associate Pastor Nominating Committee (APNC) – We are beginning our search process for an 
Associate Pastor. Do you know someone who would serve well on the APNC?  Please submit your 
nominations at the Information Table (across from the Social Room) or in the Glass Office. The 
nomination deadline is today.  
 
Parking Passes – Attention all GCPC members. Please be sure you have a blue parking tag placed on 
your back windshield (driver’s side).  If  you do not have one, Property Elder Lewis Rosebro will be in 
the Social Room to give you one after worship.  Beginning on March 31, we will begin enforcing the 
towing policy wherein all vehicles without a tag will be towed.  Note: We will not tow on Sundays or 
Wednesdays after 3:30 p.m. as we want to ensure visitors are free to park for worship and Wednesday 
Night Supper and activities.  For non-members who visit the church during the week and park their 
vehicle in the lot, the staff  will provide temporary parking passes.   
 
Prayer Vigil – We are hosting a Prayer Vigil beginning Thursday, April 2, at 8:00 p.m. following the 
Maundy Thursday Service and continuing through Good Friday,  April 3, at 5:00 p.m.  You may sign 
up on the board in the social room or contact the church office. For more information please contact 
Linda Pitts at 850-345-0634 or lindapitts2113@gmail.com.     
 

Good Friday Blood Drive - 2:00-7:00 p.m. April 3,  Grace Covenant Fellowship Hall  
As we remember the reconciling, life-giving grace of  Christ's life, death, and resurrection, we are grateful 
for this opportunity to unite with our fellow Stuart Circle Parish Churches and the American Red Cross 
in offering life-giving donations of  blood. All support is welcome, and if  you are unable to donate 
yourself, we encourage you to consider seeking a substitute donor or volunteering your time. For more 
information, you can also simply contact info@grace-covenant.org or 359-2463. You can sign up via the 
following link: redcrossblood.org/ -- enter our zip code 23220 or search key word "goodfriday" (one 
word) -- or contact Nelson Reveley 387-8094. Please feel free to invite others! 
 
Good Friday Worship Service – There will be a worship service with communion to be held at 2314 
Monument Ave. on April 3, 2015 at 7:30 p.m.  All are welcome.  

 

 

Wednesday Night Suppers—Join the Excitement, 6:00 p.m. 
"Celebrating Our Past - Believing in Our Future" 

 

Save yourself  the midweek hassle of  cooking dinner and come join us Wednesday nights for a time of  
growth in fellowship and faith! Every night we'll have arts and crafts for the kids, timely announce-
ments, worship preparation cards for the coming Sunday, and either faith-infused live music, a trivia 
night, or an excellent speaker! $5 per adult, $2 per child, with $12 max per family. Our upcoming sched-
ule is below:  
 

April 2: Maundy Thursday Worship Service, 7:00 p.m. Menu: Ham, sweet potato casserole, cabbage, 
salad, bread and chocolate éclair cake. 
 
April 8:  Fellowship and 100th Celebration Presentation "Believing in Our Future: Ministries Today"   
Menu: Pizza, salad, green beans, and banana pudding. 
 
April 15: Fellowship & 100th Celebration "Believing in Our Future: The Years to Come" Menu: Lasa-
gna, garlic bread, salad and peach cobbler 



Annual Easter Egg Hunt - Join us for our Annual Easter Egg Hunt at 10:00 a.m., Saturday,  April 4, at 
the Cardwell home (7105 University Dr.).  After the egg hunt there will be cookies, face painting, chalk, 
and a visit from the Easter Bunny.  If  you are able please bring your own basket.  

Flowering the Cross on Easter Sunday - Please remember to bring fresh flowers to add to the cross 
at the front of  the sanctuary on Easter Sunday morning.  The flowered cross sits up front during out 
Easter Worship service and afterward is carried outside to sit on our front steps as a witness to all who 
pass by that “Jesus has indeed risen today!” 

Mantreat at Montreat, April 24-26.  Join us on a men’s retreat at Montreat (montreat.org/mantreat).  
Connect your personal journey to that of  many others through stories and activities.  Enjoy  music, 
campfires, and optional workshops such as wood carving and hiking.  For more information contact 
Christopher Tweel at christopher@grace-covenant.org. 

MISSION AND JUSTICE 
 

Justice Ministry Small Group. A monthly Justice Ministry small group began meeting in January to 
read and discuss Timothy Keller's Generous Justice together as well as pray and at times plan for local 
Justice Ministry efforts. Please feel free to join us! For questions or more information, please contact 
Nelson Reveley (nmr2uf@virginia.edu).   
 Dates: April 8, May 13 
 Time: 6:50-8:00 p.m. 
 Place: Fellowship Hall  
 Reading: Timothy Keller's Generous Justice Discussion/Reading Schedule:   
        April 8 (Chap. 5-6); May 13 (Chap. 7-8)  
 
Shalom Farms Returns! Saturday, April 18, 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon. Join us on the third Saturday of  
the month at Shalom Farms - a local food access and community development ministry 
shalomfarms.org - as we help ensure everyone in our city has access to God's bounteous gift of  
nutritious produce. Please RSVP to Nelson Reveley at nmr2uf@virginia.edu or 387-8094. Carpooling 
from the church parking lot at 8:00 a.m. (and returning by 12:00 noon) is possible if  there is interest. 
Otherwise, you can meet us out on the farm at 9:00 a.m. (1033 Rock Castle Rd., Goochland, VA 23063)! 
Our upcoming date for the spring will be May 16. 
 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND DISCIPLESHIP 
Sunday School is held every Sunday from 9:30-10:30 a.m.  

The nursery crib room and Sunday School are available for children ages 2 and up. 
 

The Vanguard Class, Basement, Room B4:  (Men’s Class) Taught in rotation this class continues to study 
how "to be the men that God wants us to be this day," using material from scripture and the book 
Sleeping Giant.  
 

Grace Bible Class, Second Floor, Room 212: The Grace Bible Class is being taught by Jack Corley and 
regularly engages in the study of  a book from scripture. From February to March 8 the study will be the 
book of  Jeremiah.  
 

 

mailto:nmr2uf@virginia.edu
http://www.shalomfarms.org
mailto:nmr2uf@virginia.edu


The Forum Class: Basement, Room B7:  Dr. Tom Miller will continue to lead the class through lessons on the 

theological principle Grace using some material from Phillip Yancy’s What’s So Important About Grace? 
 

Good Books Class: Third Floor, Room 303:  Come join us as we look at Chapter 1 in In the Name of  Jesus: 
Reflections on Christian Leadership by Henri Nouwen.  Lessons facilitated by Reverend Bobby and 
Reverend Nelson. 

 
 

Toddlers Class, First Floor, Room 102: Taught by Rachel Lee this class focuses on spiritual 
development and early access to scripture through play and kinesthetic learning. 
 

Elementary Class, Second Floor, Room 209-210: Taught by Moriah Illsley this class builds 
faith in young children and challenges them to apply lessons from scripture to everyday life 
in school, at home, and at play.  
 

Youth Mentoring Class: Third Floor, Room 300: Each week volunteers and parents meet with teens to 
connect media to scripture in a way that is personally meaningful to our students. Currently in the book 
of  Genesis! 
 

Parents Small Group – It has begun! The Parents Small Group meets monthly through the end of  
May, and all parents and children are welcome to join. The next small group will be Sunday, April 26.  
 
Men’s Group – A monthly men’s group starts up on Wednesday, April 1.  All those interested, meet at 
the Bairds’ house (1704 Hanover) at 7:30 p.m. for fellowship and conversation (topics will rotate month
-to-month).  We will end by 9:00 p.m. Questions: Talk to or email Brian Baird - 
brian.baird5@gmail.com.   

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER 
Lord, hear our prayer for...   

Jean Appich; Ainura Satterfield’s father, Sharshen, in Kyrgyzstan; Ben Gordon; Loretta and Peter 
Albertis;  Ann Pais’ daughter-in-law, Jane Pais, with cancer; Susan Farrell’s father, Jim, facing health 
issues, and her niece, Blair Lawson, battling cancer; Elizabeth Russell’s father, Dr. William Russell;  
Cynthia Holmes’ mother, Constance Lockman; Rosie and George Turner; Dr. Carl and Mrs. Jo 
McMillin; Steve Cobb and his family; Stuart Chapman, David Russell, and Chris Pais, and all who 
are serving in our nation’s Armed Forces.  Pray for peace in the Middle East. 

1627 Monument Avenue • Richmond, Virginia 23220 • 804-359-2463 
Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 9:00 a.m.-3:30 p.m.; Wednesday 9:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Friday 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon 

Email: info@grace-covenant.org    Website: www.grace-covenant.org    
Radio: WLES 590 AM & 97.7 FM • Live Streaming www.truthnetwork.com (Click “Listen Live,” then “Richmond, Virginia”) 

 
Pastor: Bobby Hulme-Lippert     Child Development Center Director: Nicole Flournoy 
Director of Music: Christopher Martin      Administrative Support: Martha Rubin 
Director of Christian Formation & Pastoral Asst.: Christopher Tweel Seminary Intern: Rex Childs 
Director of Communications: Amy Kempel    Seminary Intern: Linda Pitts                                                                                        
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