
GRACE COVENANT 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Awakening a Love for Christ in the Heart of  Richmond   

                                    

                                          

September 10, 2017 The Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 10:55 a.m. 
 
   Please fill out the communication card and place it in the offering plate during the offertory. 

†Please stand for these parts of  the service. 
 
 
PRELUDE 
  Allegro (Organ Symphony No. 6, Op. 42)   Charles-Marie Widor, 1844-1937 
   
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
 

WE GATHER TO GLORIFY GOD 

 
†CALL TO WORSHIP                        Christopher Tweel 

 
 One:  Come! Hear the call of  God:  

   “Speak of  me to my people.” 

 
 All:  But we are just ordinary folks.   

   Who will listen? 

 
 One:   “I will give you the words. I will always be with you as you speak 

   my words of  truth and justice and love.” 

 
 All:    We gather here to worship you,   

   to praise you for your loving presence,  

   and to be strengthened for the calling you have given us. 

 

 



†HYMN 33 (Red Hymnal)                                                 
 From All That Dwell Below the Skies Lasst uns erfreuen 
 
 
 
 
 

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-715262. 



†PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
    

One:  Holy God, we read in Ephesians that we were chosen by God 
 before the foundation of  the world to be holy and blameless  
 before God in love. 
All:  Such a privilege... 
One:  Such a responsibility... 
All:  God chose us...to be holy and blameless. 
One:  We do try, but being holy all the time is not easy. 
All:  Forgive us, Lord, when we fail. 
One:  We read that we are destined for adoption as God’s children through  
 Jesus Christ... 
All:  Such a privilege... 
One:  Such a responsibility... 
All:  Our identity as members of  God’s family should be apparent to others... 
One:  That means being recognizable as Christians through our words and deeds. 
All:  Forgive us, Lord, when we fail. 
One:  The burden of  living up to such an inheritance has been taken off  our shoulders 
 because of  the grace which has been lavished upon us. For God also promised  
 that in Jesus we have been forgiven according to the riches of  his grace.  
All:  May we always be aware of  the tremendous privilege which has been  
 bestowed upon us by you, God, and may our response to such blessing be to  
 live as graceful and joyful followers of  Jesus, our Lord and our Savior.  
 Amen. 
 

†ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
   
†GLORIA PATRI 579 (Blue Hymnal)               Greatorex 
 
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
 world without end. Amen. Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF BLESSING FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS 
 
At this time, children 6 years old and younger are invited to come to the front of the sanctuary with Rev. Christopher Tweel who will lead worship with them in the chapel.   

They will be in “Children’s Chapel” for the remainder of the morning and will be in Room 102 for pickup. 

 

WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
   
OLD TESTAMENT READING Jeremiah 1:4-10 Holy Bible, p. 685 
 
NEW TESTAMENT READING Ephesians 1:3-4 Holy Bible, p. 1066 
 
SERMON       “Before You Were Born” Bobby Hulme-Lippert 



RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

†HYMN 525 (Blue Hymnal)  
 Here I Am, Lord Here I Am, Lord 
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† APOSTLES’ CREED (IN UNISON)             

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of  heaven and earth,  
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  
born of  the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and  
buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead;  
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of  God the Father Almighty;     
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of  saints;  
the forgiveness of  sins; the resurrection of  the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts,  
 as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
 and the glory, for ever. Amen.  
 

 

WE GIVE THANKS TO GOD 
 
PRESENTATION OF TITHES, OFFERINGS, AND GIFTS     
 

ANTHEM 

         O All Ye Works (Festival Benedicite)  Philip Stopford, b. 1977 
 

  O all ye works of  the Lord, bless ye the Lord; praise him and magnify him for ever. 
  O ye angels of  the Lord, bless ye the Lord; praise him and magnify him for ever. 
  O ye heavens, bless ye the Lord; praise him and magnify him for ever. 
  O ye waters that be above the firmament, bless ye the Lord; 
  O ye powers of  the Lord, bless ye the Lord; O ye sun and moon, ye stars of  heaven, 
  O ye showers and dew, O ye winds of  God, O ye fire and heat, bless ye the Lord. 
  Praise him and magnify him for ever. 
  O ye winter and summer; O ye dews and frosts, O ye frost and cold, O ye ice and snow, 
  O ye nights and days, O ye light and darkness, O ye lightnings and clouds, bless ye the Lord. 
  Praise him and magnify him for ever. 
  O let the earth bless the Lord. Yea, let us praise him and magnify him for ever. 
 

                                                                                   — Benedicite, The Book of Common Prayer 

 
 
 



 
†DOXOLOGY                                                                                                 Old Hundredth    
  
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
 Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;  
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  
 
 
†PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

 
 

    WE GO FORTH TO LOVE AND SERVE 
 

†HYMN 437 (Red Hymnal; hymn reprinted on the opposite page) 

 The Church’s One Foundation Aurelia 

 

†BENEDICTION AND CHORAL RESPONSE 

 Sevenfold Amen Sir John Stainer 

 

†POSTLUDE    

  Toccata (Suite for Organ)  Denis Bédard, b. 1950 
  

Please join us in the Social Room following worship for refreshments and fellowship. 

 

The flowers are given to the honor and glory of  God  
and in loving memory of  Jack Lee Corley and my brothers, Charles Dellinger and Jerry Dellinger,  

by Cherry Corley. 
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WORSHIP NOTES 

Hearing Aids and Large-Print Hymnals are available from the ushers. 

As one body of  Christ, composed of  diverse individuals  
bound together by the Holy Spirit: 

 
We will worship God in a way that not only proclaims God’s glory and identifies His presence in 
our lives, but also calls us to repent of  our sins and kindles due thanks and awe for our creator, 
sustainer, and redeemer. 

 - from our 2012 Vision Statement  

Music Notes 

France enjoyed a rich flowering of  its organ tradition during the second half  of  the 19th century. Several 
organist-composers flourished during this era in Parisian churches, particularly Charles-Marie Widor 
(1844-1937) who was the organist at St. Sulpice for nearly 64 years. During his tenure at St. Sulpice, 
Widor composed ten organ symphonies which were inspired by the church’s magnificent Cavaillé-Coll 
organ. The Sixth Organ Symphony is one of  Widor’s most performed works. The immense power of  
the Cavaillé-Coll organ at  St. Sulpice is invoked in the opening of  the Allegro, the symphony’s first 
movement. It is a stunning masterwork of  almost ten minutes in length.  
 

Today we welcome back the Chancel Choir who will be leading our worship services through next June. 
Philip Stopford (b. 1977) is an English composer who currently resides in Belfast, Northern Ireland. 
Philip began his musical career as a Chorister at Westminster Abbey under the direction of  both Simon 
Preston and Martin Neary. His Festival Benedicite is a collection of  three anthems based on texts from the 
Episcopal Church’s Book of  Common Prayer. With its sweeping choral lines and grand swells in the organ, 
O All Ye Works is the first anthem in the collection. 

Denis Bédard (b. 1950) is Canada’s leading composer for the organ. Bédard  is the Director of  Music 
and Organist at the Cathedral of  Our Lady of  the Holy Rosary in Vancouver, Canada. His Toccata is the 
final movement of  his Suite for Organ and features brilliant sixteenth-note passages throughout the piece. 
The pedal adds rhythmic punctuation much like a timpani. At the conclusion of  the virtuosic work, the 
full resources of  the organ are in use.  
 

We are grateful to have you join in worship with us this morning. We are a historic Presbyteri-
an church, having celebrated our centennial anniversary in 2015. God has been immensely 
faithful for over 100 years, and we are eager to step faithfully into the future God has for us! 
We continue forward by walking in light of  our mission which was adopted in 2012: to train 
grateful disciples of  Christ, by doing justice, loving mercy, and walking humbly with our God. 
May you be blessed through worship and fellowship this morning.  

Children’s Choir Rehearsals Resume this Week 
 

Carol Choir (ages 3-K) Wednesday, September 13 4:30 p.m.  Choir Room 
Jr. Choir (grades 1-5) Wednesday, September 13 5:00 p.m.  Choir Room 



Sermon Notes 

A Brief Background on the Book of Jeremiah – Jeremiah was a prophet who preached God’s word for four decades (626-587 b.c.). He preached during 
the reigns of five different kings of Judah during which time Judah (and its capital city, Jerusalem) was invaded multiple times by the Babylonians. In 587 
b.c., Jerusalem fell once and for all to the Babylonian Empire as the city walls, king’s palace, and the Temple were destroyed, and the people of Israel sent 
into exile to live as foreigners.  
It is difficult to underestimate just how cataclysmic this timespan was for the people of God – not only was their entire life uprooted, so too, were their 
assumptions about God and how they could possibly be called a chosen people. Amid all of this, Jeremiah proclaimed God’s warnings, judgments, and 
hope. It proved a terribly difficult calling. Scholars often refer to Jeremiah as “the weeping prophet” for he faced great grief in witnessing the sins of his own 
people, their rejection of his message, and the destruction wrought against them. Even so, Jeremiah also contains some of the most memorable words of hope 
in all of Scripture (“For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with 
hope” (Jer. 29:11) and “ I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.” Jer. 
31:33). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WELCOME TO GRACE COVENANT 



     General Announcements 

Save the Date! The 84th Annual Men’s Oyster Roast will be 3:00-7:00 p.m. on Saturday, October 
14, at the Pearsons’ cabin. All Grace Covenant men and their guests are invited. Individual orders 

for shucked pints that can be picked up at the church or at the roast will be available. The car 
pool will leave from our parking lot at 2:00 p.m. Please RSVP to the church office by calling 359-
2463 or emailing, info@grace-covenant.org. More information to follow. 
 
Planning Ahead - The session is facilitating three one-time small group opportunities for the 
members and friends of  Grace Covenant to gather and do two things: 
1.  Discuss the questions, “In light of  our Christian call, how should Grace Covenant respond if  
or when a large rally is held outside of  the church property along Monument Avenue? What do 
you hope we might do? What do you hope we might avoid?” 
2. Pray for our church, our city, and our nation. There will be a time at each gathering to lift up all 
of  these before the Lord. 
You can RSVP to the group of  your choosing by calling the church office (804-359-2463) 
or emailing to info@grace-covenant.org.  
1. Tuesday, September 12, from 7:00-8:15 p.m. at the home of  Helen and Taylor Reveley (2314 
Monument Ave.) 
2. Wednesday, September 13, from 7:00-8:00 p.m. at Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church in the 
Forum of  Grace Classroom on the second floor (immediately following the Wednesday Night 
Supper).  There will be child care from 7:00-8:00 p.m. in the Pre-K classrooms in the basement. 
3. Thursday, September 14, from 2:00-3:15 p.m. at the home of  Will Madden (3 Glebe Close). 
 
Inquirer's Class - Are you new to Grace Covenant?  Do you want to learn more about the 
church or consider membership? Join Rev. Bobby Hulme-Lippert for the next Inquirer’s Class on 
Sunday, October 22, from 8:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. on the second floor, room 213. The Inquirer’s 
Class walks through a normal Presbyterian order of  worship, exploring how each part of  our 
worship service speaks to who we are and what we believe as Presbyterians.  The class also 
unpacks the current mission and vision of  Grace Covenant, and the ways in which you can be 
involved with where God is leading us. Each class will have light breakfast items and childcare is 
provided upon request. You can RSVP for the next class by emailing or calling the church office 
(info@grace-covenant.org or 804-359-2463) or by indicating your RSVP on the communication 
card in your bulletin, and placing it in the offering plate.  
 
The 2017 Officer Nominating Committee invites your suggestions of  active members to serve 
Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church as Ruling Elders, Deacons, Trustee, and members of  the 
Nominating Committee.  We will elect three Ruling Elders, four Deacons, one Trustee, and four 
members of  the Nominating Committee.  We value and invite your prayerful consideration of  
those who would be able and faithful servants for our congregation.   
 
Submission forms and boxes will be available beginning this Sunday in the Glass Office and at 
the Information Table across from the Social Room.  Submissions are requested by Wednesday, 
September 27, at 7:00 p.m. 



Mission and Justice 

Shalom Farms  - Join us the second Saturday of  next month, October 14, at Shalom Farms 
(www.shalomfarms.org) as we help ensure everyone in our city has access to God’s bounteous 
gift of  nutritious produce.  This year we will be at the new rural location just off  of  route 288 at 
2676 Venita Road, Midlothian, VA 23113.  Please RSVP to Nelson Reveley at 
mnr2uf@virginia.edu or 387-8094.   
 
CARITAS Approaches! 
We will host CARITAS Oct 14-21.  We welcome donations of  travel or hotel-sized products like 
shampoo, conditioner, lotion, deodorant, soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes, and other essentials.  
Please place these in the collection bin in the Glass Office. Volunteer needs include preparing 
food, providing entertainment, staying overnight with our guests, transport to showers, laundry, 
and prayer opportunities.  Continue watching Covenant Connection and Grace Notes to sign up 
to help with CARITAS, or email Susan Farrell at susanbarr311@aol.com if  you are interested in 
volunteering.  
 

Christian Education and Discipleship 
The nursery crib room and Sunday School are available for children ages 2 and up. 

Sunday School is held every Sunday from 9:45-10:30 a.m.  
 

Wednesday Night Suppers return this week on September 13.  Dinner is at 6:00 p.m.  The 
cost is $7 per adult, $5 per senior, and $15 max per family. 
 
Parents Night Out - As we begin a new program year so too begins our regular Parents Night 
Out events (PNO for short).  Our first event of  the season is Saturday, September 23, from 
5:00-8:00 p.m.  To RSVP please call the church office or email info@grace-covenant.org with 
your child’s name and age in months.  Deadline to RSVP is September 20 by 3:30 p.m.  

 
Circles Gather Again - The Women’s Circles are once again gathering for Bible study on the 
second Tuesday of  each month.  Circle 1 meets at 7:00 p.m. in Rm. 212.  Circle 2 meets at 11:00 
a.m. in the Vanguard Room.  Circle 3 meets at 9:30 a.m. in the Social Room. 
The Evening Circle meets at 7:00 p.m. on the second Tuesday of  each month, beginning 
September 12. We will study Hebrews, led by Cheryl Jacobs. New this year:  we will meet at the 
church in Room 212. Want more information? Contact Laura Leigh Savage (359-5737).  

Wednesday Night Supper 
Wednesday Night Suppers begin again this week on September 13.  Christopher Tweel will 
be leading some fun for families along with the meal. 

Snack:  Cookie Butter and Fruits 

Salad:  House Salad 

Entrée:  Meatloaf  with Broccoli and Red-Skinned Mashed Potatoes 

Dessert: Chocolate Cupcakes 



CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER 
Lord, hear our prayer for...   

Steve Kemp as he is deployed with the American Red Cross; the family and friends of  
Josephine Jones Campbell as they mourn her passing; Marjorie and Ed Adams; George and 
Anne Norris; Suzanne Corley; Rosie Turner; Ann Pais’ daughter-in-law, Jane Pais, with 
cancer; Susan Farrell’s father, Jim, facing health issues;  Cynthia Holmes’ mother, Constance 
Lockman; George Turner; Steve Cobb and his family; Stuart Chapman, David Russell, and 
all who are serving in our nation’s Armed Forces.  

1627 Monument Avenue • Richmond, Virginia 23220 • 804-359-2463 
Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 9:00 a.m.-3:30 p.m.; Wednesday 9:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Friday 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon 

Email: info@grace-covenant.org    Website: www.grace-covenant.org    
Radio: WLES 590 AM & 107.7 FM • Live Streaming www.truthnetwork.com (Click “Listen Live,” then “Richmond, Virginia”) 

 
Pastor: Bobby Hulme-Lippert     Child Development Center Director: Nicole Flournoy 
Associate Pastor for Christian Education: Christopher Tweel  Bookkeeper: Randy Nunn 
Director of Music and Organist: Christopher Martin   Office Manager: Rachel Manke    
Parish Associate for Outreach & Adult Discipleship: Nelson Reveley   

Sunday Morning Openers 

September 10 -  Kent Cardwell 

September 17 -  Jake Savage 

September 24 - Pete Sizemore  

October 1 - Lloyd Bostian 

Our worship service is broadcast live from 11:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon on WLES 590 AM and 
107.7 FM and is streamed live on www.truthnetwork.com (press “Listen Live,” then select 
“Richmond”).   
 
For podcasts, go to www.grace-covenant.org, click on “Worship,” then the pull-down “Sermons 
Online” and select the Full Service, Sunday Sermons, or Special Performances you wish to 
hear. The podcasts are uploaded within an hour of  the end-of-broadcast. 
   
For Audio CDs, leave a note to the Radio Room in the Glass Office or call the main church office 
359-2463. There is no charge for this service, but any contributions to “The Radio Fund” are 
greatly appreciated and will help to assure the continuation of  this ministry. 

Fellowship Hour 

September 10 -  Lewis & Rob Rosebro 

September 17 -  Kathy Winston 

September 24 - Karl Rubis & Christine Anderson 

October 1 - Marcia & Tony Manning 
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