
GRACE COVENANT 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Awakening a Love for Christ in the Heart of  Richmond   

                                    

                                          

July 16, 2017 The Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 10:55 a.m. 
 
   Please fill out the communication card and place it in the offering plate during the offertory. 

†Please stand for these parts of  the service. 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE 
  Overture; Aire; March (Suite in D Major)   George Frederick Handel, 1685-1759 
  Mark La Fratta, trombone 

 
 

WE GATHER TO GLORIFY GOD 

 
†CALL TO WORSHIP   
 

  One: Welcome to the community of  faith, the family of  God! 

  All:   We come as individuals seeking God’s love to join in and  

   accept the loving invitation.  

  One: God’s love is here for you, and because of  it, we can be here for one  
   another.  

  All:   Help us to further understand our connection to you, Lord, and  
   our amazing connection to one another. 

  One: We abide in Christ Jesus, in love and compassion. We are freed  

   from our old thoughts and constantly invited to take part in the  

   life of  family together.  

  All:   May our spirits be renewed and our connection to God and one  
   another be strengthened through our worship today.  May your  
   word, Lord, speak to our hearts. Amen. 

 



†HYMN 265 (Blue Hymnal)                                                 
 Great God, We Sing That Mighty Hand Wareham 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
†PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
    

Come, Lord God, to receive our worship.  
Come, Lord Jesus, to receive our praise.  
Come, Holy Spirit, to receive our thanks.  
Come, eternal three-in-one God,  
come and hear our prayer as we gather together as your body, the church.  
We share one faith and are of  one soul and one mind,  
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which belongs solely and wholly to you.  
Yet we find ourselves making moral compromises  
to ensure that we stay comfortable and avoid confrontation.  
We are baptized with one baptism, eat of  one bread and drink of  one cup.  
Yet, we find fault in each other and create division  
from our places of  fear and nervousness.  
We confess one name above all other names; we are obedient to one Lord,  
who frees us from the tyranny and hatefulness of  the world.  
Yet we make idols of  our leaders and expect morality and salvation from them.  
We assume that the powerful will take care of  the weak and the insecure.  
We share one hope, one comfort, one goal.  
We are one people, united—despite any noticeable differences—by our faith in you.  
Have us act again as one people, united by your love and mercy  
to stand against any power that would try to tear us apart.  
Only in you can we truly be one people, united in blessing and in suffering,  
united in joy and in sorrow, united in strength and in weakness.  
Lord God, hear our prayer. Amen. 
   
 

†ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
  
  
†GLORIA PATRI 579 (Blue Hymnal)               Greatorex 
   

Children’s Church has wrapped up for the season and will not be meeting this Sunday or through the summer.   
Children’s worship will resume in September.  Know that there is, however, childcare available in room 102 throughout the service for children six and under. 

 

WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION   
 

  
OLD TESTAMENT READING Ecclesiastes 11:7—12:8  Holy Bible, pp. 609-610 
 
 
VOLUNTARY 
 La Grâce  Georg-Philipp Telemann, 1681-1767 
 Mark La Fratta, trombone 

   
NEW TESTAMENT READING 1 John 5:13-21  Holy Bible, p. 1115 
 
 
SERMON       “Approaching Infinity” Christopher Tweel 

 



RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

†HYMN 253 (Blue Hymnal)  
 I’ll Praise My Maker  Old 113th 
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† APOSTLES’ CREED (IN UNISON)           

   
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of  heaven and earth,  
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  
born of  the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and  
buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead;  
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of  God the Father Almighty;     
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of  saints;  
the forgiveness of  sins; the resurrection of  the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts,  
 as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
 and the glory, for ever. Amen.  

 

WE GIVE THANKS TO GOD 
 
PRESENTATION OF TITHES, OFFERINGS, AND GIFTS     
 
 

VOLUNTARY 

  La Majesté  Georg-Philipp Telemann 
  Mark La Fratta, trombone 
 
  

†DOXOLOGY Old Hundredth    
  
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
 Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  
 
 
†PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 
 
 



    WE GO FORTH TO LOVE AND SERVE 
 

†HYMN 111 (Red Hymnal; hymn reprinted on the opposite page) 

 O God, Our Help in Ages Past St. Anne 

  

†BENEDICTION 

 

†POSTLUDE    

  Serenade and Minuet  Jeremiah Clarke, 1674-1707 
  Mark La Fratta, trombone  arr. Mark La Fratta 

  
 

 

Please join us in the Social Room following worship for refreshments and fellowship. 

 

The flowers are given to the glory of  God  
and in loving memory of  their parents by John and Joy Nevin. 
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WORSHIP NOTES 

Hearing Aids and Large-Print Hymnals are available from the ushers. 

As one body of  Christ, composed of  diverse individuals bound together by the Holy Spirit: 
 
We will grow in the faith by training ourselves and our children to be intimately familiar not only with 
Scripture and our Reformed heritage, but also with their unwavering relevance for our lives and 
humanity today. We will build up the body of  Christ until all of  us come to the unity of  the faith and of  
the knowledge of  the Son of  God, so that we may no longer be tossed to and fro by the waves and 
carried about by every wind of  new teaching. 

 - from our 2012 Vision Statement  

Music Notes 

Trombonist Dr. Mark J. La Fratta is a native of  Richmond. He is a graduate of  the University of  
Notre Dame (B.A. in Government and International Studies) and a graduate of  the Marshall-Wythe 
School of  Law of  the College of  William and Mary (Doctor of  Jurisprudence). He is a member of  the 
Virginia Bar and is a partner practicing energy law with the Richmond, Virginia based law firm 
McGuireWoods, LLP. He played for a Papal Mass for Pope John Paul II in Baltimore, for the 
Archbishop of  Canterbury on a visit to Richmond, Virginia, and for two U.S. Presidents. In addition to 
playing many solo performances in Richmond area churches on alto and tenor trombones and 
euphonium, he plays trombone, euphonium and occasionally tuba with the James River Brass (a quintet), 
he is a regular member of  Die Dorfmusikanten (a German Oompah Band), the Richmond Symphonic 
Winds, the Richmond Brass Consort, the Continentals (a “big band”) and a Pasta Posaunen (a trombone 
quartet). In addition to his brass arrangements published by Waterton Brass Music, he and Dr. Richard I. 
Schwartz, jointly prepared for the British publisher, Warwick Music, modern editions of  a series of  arias 
from 18th century court composers in Vienna for voice with obbligato trombone (some alto trombone 
and some tenor trombone) and continuo. 

We are grateful to have you join in worship with us this morning. We are a historic Presbyterian 
church, having celebrated our centennial anniversary in 2015. God has been immensely faithful for 
over 100 years, and we are eager to step faithfully into the future God has for us! We continue for-
ward by walking in light of  our mission which was adopted in 2012: to train grateful disciples of  
Christ, by doing justice, loving mercy, and walking humbly with our God. May you be blessed 
through worship and fellowship this morning.  

Grace Covenant Summer Music Ministry Schedule 

Sunday, July 23  Dr. Michael Davison, trumpet    University of  Richmond 
Sunday, July 30  Erin Cook, alto      Grace Covenant Chancel Choir 
Sunday, August 6  Dr. Lisa Edwards-Burrs, soprano    St. James’s Episcopal, Richmond 
Sunday, August 13  Dan Cook, baritone     Grace Covenant Chancel Choir 
Sunday, August 20  Alana Carithers, violin; Shawn Welk, oboe The Richmond Symphony     
Sunday, August 27  Anne O’Byrne, soprano     Concert and Opera Irish Soprano 
Sunday, September 3 Vivien Chen, piano      Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church 



 
 
August Musicales, Grace Covenant’s annual concert series, begins next month. All performances are at 
7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary and open to the public.   

  August 9—Capitol Opera    
August 16—DúoMusArt Barcelona 

 August 23—The Atlantic Chamber Ensemble. 

   Sermon Notes 

In the space below, you are invited to take notes. Next week in Sunday School (9:45 a.m.-10:30 a.m.) we will continue 
to study the Word heard today. If  you would like to have your notes or questions discussed, bring them to your class or 

email info@grace-covenant.org with your class name in the subject line.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WELCOME TO GRACE COVENANT 



     General Announcements 

Josephine Jones Campbell (April 28, 1930--July 8, 2017) - Josephine died and went to be with 
the Lord this past Saturday, July 8.   A memorial service will be included in the Sunday morning worship 
at Mattoax Presbyterian Church, 14600 Chula Road, Amelia, Virginia today.   In lieu of  flowers, 
memorial gifts may be made to the Foundation for Reformed Theology, 4103 Monument Avenue, 
Richmond, VA 23230.  
 
New Bookkeeper - Randy Nunn, our new bookkeeper, has begun his work at GCPC! As a reminder, 
his office is in room 214 on the 2nd floor, located directly across from the copy room. His hours are as 
follows: Monday - 5:00 to 8:00 p.m.; Tuesdays 5:00 to 7:00 p.m.; Fridays 8:00 a.m. to noon.  You can 
meet with him anytime during those hours. You can also call him at 804.359.2463 (ext. 205) or email him 
at bookkeeper@grace-covenant.org.  
 
Contribution Statements -  
Second quarter contribution statements are available to be picked up in the Narthex.  Any statements 
not picked up by the July 23 will be mailed.  
 
Used Laptops No Longer in Use? - Rev. Sampson Lodo, our friend and mission partner in the 
Presbyterian Church in Ghana, recently emailed to indicate that many of  the school children in his 
community have very little access to computers. They are not affordable for the community. Do you 
have a used laptop no longer in use? Rev. Lodo will be happy to accept any laptop donations. He has 
even said that those computers that need to be repaired can also be donated as volunteers in the church 
will refurbish them. If  you have a donation, please bring it to the church office by Sunday, August 6. 
The laptops will be sent to Ghana the week of  August 7. 
  
Flying Squirrels Baseball Game  – The Flying Squirrels are hosting “Faith Night” on Thursday, 
August 10, at 6:35 p.m., and Grace Covenant is headed to the game! There will be a pre-game concert 
and player testimonials and post-game fireworks. Come for as much or as little as you are able! Tickets 
are $5 a person. Please RSVP to the church office (info@grace-covenant.org) by Thursday, Aug 3., so 
that we can pre-order tickets in bulk and coordinate game day details with those attending. Tickets will 
be distributed by a church volunteer outside of  the front gate on the game night (at which time you can 
pay for your ticket). 
 
 
Fifth Sunday Luncheon -   Please join us on Sunday, July 30, to honor Martha Rubin on her 
retirement.  Box lunches will be provided at a cost of  $5.00.  Please make your choice from the 
following selections: Roast Beef, Turkey & Provolone, or Santa Fe Vegetarian.  Please RSVP to the 
church office by calling 804.359.2463 or by email at info@grace-covenant.org  by TUESDAY, July 25.  
 

Mission and Justice 

 

Community Yard Sale Hosted by the CDC - The CDC's Teacher Appreciation Committee (TAC - 
led by four CDC parents) is preparing for a Community Yard Sale on Saturday, July 22, from 8:00 a.m. 
to noon in the parking lot located between the sanctuary and the East Building. Baby, toddler, and 
children's items as well as baked goods and lemonade will be on sale! All proceeds will benefit Teacher 



Appreciation efforts which take place throughout the year that help encourage the CDC teaching staff. 
If  you want to contribute to the effort, you can begin gathering some donations for the sale. The 
following items are appreciated: toys, baby, kid and maternity clothes, books, baby gear (no car seats or 
nursery furniture like cribs and changing tables). Note: Items should be gently used, washed and sorted 
by size.  Here are the donation drop-off  instructions: Drop-off  for the items for the yard sale will take 
place July 17, 18, 19, 20, and 21, between 7:30-9:00 a.m. and between 4:30-6:00 p.m. in the Fellowship 
Hall.  

 
Christian Education and Discipleship 

The nursery crib room and Sunday School are available for children ages 2 and up. 
Sunday School is held every Sunday from 9:45-10:30 a.m.  

 

Summer Sunday School! 

This summer's Adult Sunday School will delve into scripture passage and sermon from the previous 
week's worship service. We'll meet in the Fellowship Hall, with coffee and fellowship from 9:30-9:45 
a.m. and the lesson and discussion from 9:45-10:30 a.m. Below is our schedule for the summer. 
Come join in this opportunity to seek God together around scripture, teaching, and discussion!  

July 23 - Ecclesiastes 11:7—12:8 (Rev. Nelson Reveley) 

July 30 - Ecclesiastes 12:9-14 (Rev. Bobby Hulme-Lippert) 

August 6 - Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 (Rev. Christopher Tweel) 

August 13 - Matthew 14:13-21 (Rev. Nelson Reveley) 

August 20 - Matthew 14:22-33 (Rev. Nelson Reveley) 

August 27 - Matthew 15:21-28 (Rev. Nelson Reveley) 

Summer Book Club - This summer, we invite you to read Shusaku Endo's 1966 historical fiction 
novel, Silence. Endo is one of  Japan's foremost authors of  the 20th century, and this novel is 
considered his masterpiece. It tells the story of  the first Catholic missionaries to feudal Japan. Book 
discussions will take place over the summer.  

Evening Book Club Discussion Option - Thursday, July 20, at 7:00 p.m. at the Tweels’ house. 

Afternoon Book Club Discussion Option - Will Madden’s house on Thursday, August 10, 3:00-4:30 p.m. 

  

CDC Parent Workshop - Parents of  GCPC and the CDC are invited to participate in this special 
workshop that is coming up:  

July 25 - 5:00 p.m.,  Getting to Calm:  Cool-headed Parenting Strategies (based on the books of  a 
similar name by Dr. Laura Kastner)  This presentation will introduce important information about 
children's brain development and ways to soothe and react less to frustrating moments with our 
little ones! We are not requiring RSVP's, but we're looking for an estimated headcount to gauge 
interest level and plan the space. Please email Nicole at director@gracecovenantcdc.com if  you're 
interested!  



CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER 
Lord, hear our prayer for...   

The family and friends of  Josephine Jones Campbell as they mourn her passing; Marjorie 
and Ed Adams; George and Anne Norris; Suzanne Corley; Rosie Turner; Ann Pais’ 
daughter-in-law, Jane Pais, with cancer; Susan Farrell’s father, Jim, facing health issues;  
Cynthia Holmes’ mother, Constance Lockman; George Turner; Steve Cobb and his family; 
Sudie Wood’s sister, Marion, and her health; Stuart Chapman, David Russell, and all who are 
serving in our nation’s Armed Forces.  
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Director of Music and Organist: Christopher Martin   Office Manager: Rachel Manke    
Parish Associate for Outreach & Adult Discipleship: Nelson Reveley   

Sunday Morning Openers 

July 16 -  Cal Gray 

July  23 -  Pete Sizemore 

July 30 -  Jake Savage  

August 6 -  Lloyd Bostian 

Our worship service is broadcast live from 11:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon on WLES 590 AM and 
107.7 FM and is streamed live on www.truthnetwork.com (press “Listen Live,” then select 
“Richmond”).   
 
For podcasts, go to www.grace-covenant.org, click on “Worship,” then the pull-down “Sermons 
Online” and select the Full Service, Sunday Sermons, or Special Performances you wish to 
hear. The podcasts are uploaded within an hour of  the end-of-broadcast. 
   
For Audio CDs, leave a note to the Radio Room in the Glass Office or call the main church office 
359-2463. There is no charge for this service, but any contributions to “The Radio Fund” are 
greatly appreciated and will help to assure the continuation of  this ministry. 

Fellowship Hour 

July 16 -  Elizabeth Russell 

July 23 -  RoseMarie Bundy 

July 30 -  Joy & John Nevin 

August 6 - Janet & Tom Miller, Doris Farquhar  
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