
GRACE COVENANT 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Awakening a Love for Christ in the Heart of  Richmond   

                                    

                                          

June 4, 2017 Pentecost 10:55 a.m. 
 
   Please fill out the communication card and place it in the offering plate during the offertory. 

†Please stand for these parts of  the service. 
 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
PRELUDE 
  We Pray Now to the Holy Spirit  Dietrich Buxtehude, c. 1637-1707 

 
 

WE GATHER TO GLORIFY GOD 

 
 
†CALL TO WORSHIP  Rev. Ryan White 
 
  One:  The God of  the whirlwind and fire 

   sweeps into our presence in this hour. 

  All:  Glory be to God, who strengthens us 

   and blesses all people with peace. 

  One:  God, who called all the world into being, 

   calls forth new life in us today. 

  All:  Glory be to God, in whose creative 

   purpose we are claimed and empowered. 

  One:  God, whose Spirit unites all people in a common language of  love, 

   confirms God’s gifts in us as we gather here. 

  All:  Glory be to God, who created light in which 

   we can walk in confident expectation. 

 



 
†HYMN 139 (Blue Hymnal)                                                 
 Come, Thou Almighty King Italian Hymn 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-715262. 



 
†PRAYER OF CONFESSION (IN UNISON)   
        

Holy God, 
You have poured out your Spirit upon us,  
and yet so often we resist your Spirit.  
We too readily race ahead with our plans and dreams — 
we are slow to attend to you and your plans. 
We too readily speak words filled with anxiety, gossip, and fear — 
we are slow to speak words that build up, reconcile, and empower. 
Wash us anew by the power of  your gracious Word that our ways  
and our words might be holy, faithful, and just.  
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 
 

†ASSURANCE OF PARDON    

 

†GLORIA PATRI 579 (Blue Hymnal)  Greatorex 
   

  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
  world without end. Amen, Amen. 
 
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  Emaline King Malan 

  At this time, children 6 years old and younger are invited to come to the front of the sanctuary with Rev. Christopher Tweel, who will  
lead worship with them in the chapel. They will be in "Children's Chapel" for the remainder of the morning  

and will be in Room 102 for pickup.  
 
 

WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD 
 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION   

  
OLD TESTAMENT READING Ecclesiastes 5:1-7 Holy Bible, p. 605 
  
NEW TESTAMENT READING Acts 1:1-4  Holy Bible, p. 994 
 
SERMON       “Words of  Life” Bobby Hulme-Lippert 

 
 



RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
 

 

†HYMN 129 (Blue Hymnal)   
 Come, O Spirit, Dwell Among Us Ebenezer 
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†APOSTLES’ CREED (IN UNISON)                              

 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of  heaven and earth,  
 And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
 born of  the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and  
  buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he  
 ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of  God the Father Almighty;     
 from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  
 I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of  saints;  
 the forgiveness of  sins; the resurrection of  the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

WE GIVE THANKS TO GOD 
 
PRESENTATION OF TITHES, OFFERINGS, AND GIFTS     
 

On the first Sunday of each month, in addition to your tithe and regular giving, we receive our Mercy Offering.  

Half of this offering will go to “Five Cents Per Meal” and half to the “Loaves and Fishes” Fund.  

ANTHEM 

  Make Our Church One Joyful Choir  Jonathan Crutchfield, b. 1959 

 Make our church one joyful choir on this glad and festive day 
 and by song invoke the fire that invites our hearts to pray: 
 Shape us, Christ, to live and claim all it means to bear your name. 
 
 Bend us low by song and prayer, low enough to lift the cross 
 and to take the weight and bear love’s uncounted final cost. 
 Shape us, Christ, to live and claim all it means to bear your name. 
 
 Lift us up by song and prayer till the way we deal with loss  
 and our acts and words of  care trace the pattern of  your cross: 
 Shape us, Christ, to bear your name. 
 
 Bend us, lift us, make us strong, send us out with wind and fire, 
 so the world may hear the song that we offer as your choir: 
 Shape us, Christ, to live and claim all it means to bear your name. Amen! 

Text  by Thomas Troeger © 1994 Oxford University Press. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-715262. 



   

†DOXOLOGY Old Hundredth    
  
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
 Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  
 
†PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 
SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER             
 
DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS 
 

You are invited to hold the bread or the cup in silent prayer until all are served,  

then partake of the element with the whole congregation when invited by the pastor.   

For those who need it, a gluten-free wafer is available in each communion plate. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts,  
 as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
 and the glory, for ever. Amen.  
 

    WE GO FORTH TO LOVE AND SERVE 
 

†HYMN (hymn reprinted on the opposite page) 

 Go to the World! Sine Nomine 

  

†BENEDICTION AND CHORAL RESPONSE 

  A Clare Benediction  John Rutter, b. 1945 

  May the Lord show his mercy upon you; may the light of his presence be your guide: May he guard you 
   and uphold you; may his spirit be ever by your side. When you sleep may his angels watch over you;  
  when you wake may he fill you with his grace: May you love him and serve him all your days  
  Then in heaven may you see his face.  

 

†POSTLUDE    

  Fanfare  Jacques Lemmens, 1823-1881 

 



Please join us in the Social Room following worship for cake in celebration of  Emaline’s baptism. 

 

The flowers are given to the glory of God and in celebration of the wedding of Anne Randolph Tabb and George Everett 
Bond Reveley.  And in loving memory of Mr. and Mrs. George Everett Bond, Dr. and Mrs. Walter Taylor Reveley II, Mr. 

Frank Ellsworth Schumaker, and Mr. and Mrs. Randolph Porter Tabb and in honor of Mrs. Frank Schumaker. 

                

 

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-715262. 



WORSHIP NOTES 

Hearing Aids and Large-Print Hymnals are available from the ushers. 

As one body of  Christ, composed of  diverse individuals bound together by the Holy Spirit: 
 
We will join in community across the generational, ethnic, racial, and economic barriers that separate 
God’s children. We will walk together in a manner worthy of  the calling to which we have been called, 
with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, eager to maintain the 
unity of  the Spirit in the bond of  peace. 

 - from our 2012 Vision Statement  

 

Music Notes 

Dieterich Buxtehude (c. 1637-1707) is perhaps the earliest composer whose works belong to the 
common repertoire of  most organists. The Danish composer’s organ works fall into two broad 
categories: those based on chorale melodies and those freely composed. He set many chorales as short 
preludes, with a highly ornamented melody to be played by the right hand on one manual, a two-voice 
accompaniment for a second manual, and a continuo-like bass for the pedal. We Pray Now to the Holy 
Spirit is one of  Buxtehude’s most-performed chorale preludes and is a quiet setting on a hymn by Martin 
Luther. 
 
Today marks the end of  the Chancel Choir’s season, and we are grateful for their leadership over the 
past nine months in worship.  Make Our Church One Joyful Choir is a joyful hymn anthem by Jonathan 
Crutchfield (b. 1959), an American composer who has been commissioned to write numerous 
compositions. His anthem is paired with a text by Thomas Troeger, an ordained minister, a flutist, and a 
poet whose work appears in the hymnals of  most denominations. 
 
Jacques Lemmens (1823-1881), the son of  an organist, was born and spent much of  his life in 
Belgium. As a performer, he distinguished himself  on the piano, organ, and harmonium. His Fanfare is a 
virtuosic toccata incorporating the fiery reeds of  the organ. 
 
 
  

We are grateful to have you join in worship with us this morning. We are a historic Presbyterian 
church, having celebrated our centennial anniversary in 2015. God has been immensely faithful for 
over 100 years, and we are eager to step faithfully into the future God has for us! We continue for-
ward by walking in light of  our mission which was adopted in 2012: to train grateful disciples of  
Christ, by doing justice, loving mercy, and walking humbly with our God. May you be blessed 
through worship and fellowship this morning.  



    Sermon Notes 

In the space below, you are invited to take notes. Next week in Sunday School (9:45 a.m.-10:30 a.m.) we will continue 
to study the Word heard today. If  you would like to have your notes or questions discussed, bring them to your class or 

email info@grace-covenant.org with your class name in the subject line.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WELCOME TO GRACE COVENANT 



     General Announcements 

GCPC Softball 2017 Join us at the Henderson Sports Complex on the Northside for our next game on 
June 6 at 7:00 p.m. and 7:50 p.m. when we play St. Paul’s Catholic.  

 

Wisdom: A Sermon Series in Ecclesiastes (May 7-June 25) - Martin Luther once said, “this noble little 
book [Ecclesiastes], which for good reasons it were exceedingly worthwhile that it should be read of  all 
men [sic] with great carefulness every day.” In our age where we can “like,” “love,” and generally re-
spond with quick answers and opinions, Ecclesiastes slows us. It is a book that presses us to seek a 
greater wisdom beneath the many layers of  our existence. Ultimately, it is a book that presses us to seek 
life in God. Join in for the journey through this remarkable book!  

 

Transportation Team Needs Drivers -   If  you are able to pick up a few GCPC members at Westmin-
ster Canterbury and take them to Sunday School and/or Worship (and home afterward) one Sunday eve-
ry six weeks, we could use your help!  Please call Lisa Cardwell,  240-8451, or e-mail her 
at lccardwell@aol.com. 

 

Wednesday Night Suppers Conclude for Season - What a great WNS season we have had this year! 
We have enjoyed intergenerational art and play, we've heard some amazing music, gotten to hear from 
some of  our neighbor organizations and just enjoy the food and fellowship of  our church family. Thank 
you to all who work hard each year to pull this off, and to our awesome Set-Up Crew who works tire-
lessly each week.  

Mission and Justice 
Thank You for Supporting Loaves and Fishes! 

Session and the Mission Committee is thrilled to announce that, with session matching, we have raised 
$22,550 in pledges this month for Loaves and Fishes!  We raise grateful praise to the Lord and thank everyone 
who offered up their loaf or fish.  God has truly provided and shown us how our bounty can multiply with His 
providence.  We look forward to reporting back on the good work of this ministry! 

Loaves & Fishes is a ministry of this church aimed at supporting our international missions as well as local fami-
lies with emergency needs. The purpose is not day-to-day expenses, but temporary investments or hardship 
funds to allow families to get back on their feet. 

To fulfill your pledge throughout the year, merely indicate "Loaves and Fishes" on the memo line of your check 
or the outside of a giving envelope, or give via the GCPC website and designate Loaves and Fishes.  If you 
would still like to pledge, it's not too late! Just place a pledge card in the collection plate.  We encour-
age supporters of Loaves and Fishes to pick up a lapel pin after worship in the Narthex and to show your sup-
port for this ministry.   

 

Shalom Farms Success Join us the second Saturday of  the month, June 10,  at Shalom Farms 
(www.shalomfarms.org) as we help ensure everyone in our city has access to God’s bounteous gift of  
nutritious produce.  This year we will be at the new rural location just off  of  route 288 at 2676 Venita 
Road, Midlothian, VA 23113.  Please RSVP to Nelson Reveley at mnr2uf@virginia.edu or 387-8094.  
Upcoming dates are: July 8, August 12, September 9, and October 14. 

 



 

Thank You for Supporting STEP Jobs for Life! 

Thursday, June 1, GCPC hosted its second Jobs for Life graduation! Proud graduates brought families 

and friends to support them and each spoke about the impact of  the program on their lives. Thank you 

to the 80+ volunteers from three churches who helped with mentoring, food, teaching, and childcare, 

including Marcia Manning, Leah Tweel, Jaime Molbreak, Michelle Hulme-Lippert, the Atchisons, Deb-

bie Pritchett, the McCulloughs, the Reveleys, Rosemarie Bundy, Nicole Flournoy, the Missions Commit-

tee, the Diaconate, and the PW.  

 

 

Christian Education and Discipleship 
The nursery crib room and Sunday School are available for children ages 2 and up. 

Sunday School is held every Sunday from 9:45-10:30 a.m.  

 

 

Summer Sunday School: Our combined adult summer Sunday School program began today. All 
through the summer, join us in the Fellowship Hall for Sunday School. It starts at 9:45 a.m. and 
ends at 10:30 a.m.  As in past years, childcare is available at this time.  

 

Welcoming Ryan and Alethia White, PC(USA) Mission Co-Workers in Germany: The Whites 
gave a presentation at a Wednesday Night back in 2013 just before they began their mission work 
among Iranian refugees at the Iranian Presbyterian Church in Berlin, Germany. They are returning 
to Virginia this summer to provide updates on their ministry, and they will be at Grace Covenant  
today! They taught during the Sunday School hour (9:45-10:30 a.m.) in the Fellowship Hall and are 
assisting in the worship liturgy this morning. We look forward to having them return alongside their 
two young daughters, Ariella and Laila!  



CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER 
Lord, hear our prayer for...   

The family and friends of  Jack Corley as they mourn his passing; Marjorie and Ed Adams; 
George and Anne Norris; Suzanne Corley; Rosie Turner; Ann Pais’ daughter-in-law, Jane 
Pais, with cancer; Susan Farrell’s father, Jim, facing health issues;  Cynthia Holmes’ mother, 
Constance Lockman; George Turner; Dr. Carl and Mrs. Jo McMillin; Steve Cobb and his 
family; Sudie Wood’s sister, Marion, and her health; Stuart Chapman, David Russell, and all 
who are serving in our nation’s Armed Forces.  

1627 Monument Avenue • Richmond, Virginia 23220 • 804-359-2463 
Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 9:00 a.m.-3:30 p.m.; Wednesday 9:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Friday 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon 

Email: info@grace-covenant.org    Website: www.grace-covenant.org    
Radio: WLES 590 AM & 97.7 FM • Live Streaming www.truthnetwork.com (Click “Listen Live,” then “Richmond, Virginia”) 

 
Pastor: Bobby Hulme-Lippert     Child Development Center Director: Nicole Flournoy 
Associate Pastor for Christian Education: Christopher Tweel  Administrative Support: Martha Rubin 
Director of Music and Organist: Christopher Martin   Office Manager: Rachel Manke    
Parish Associate for Outreach & Adult Discipleship: Nelson Reveley   

Sunday Morning Openers 

June 4 - Rick Nochta 

June 11 - Rob Rosebro 

June 18 -  Cal Gray 

June  25 -  Brian Baird 

Our worship service is broadcast live from 11:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon on WLES 590 AM and 
97.7 FM and is streamed live on www.truthnetwork.com (press “Listen Live,” then select 
“Richmond”).   
 
For podcasts, go to www.grace-covenant.org, click on “Worship,” then the pull-down “Sermons 
Online” and select the Full Service, Sunday Sermons, or Special Performances you wish to 
hear. The podcasts are uploaded within an hour of  the end-of-broadcast. 
   
For Audio CDs, leave a note to the Radio Room in the Glass Office or call the main church office 
359-2463. There is no charge for this service, but any contributions to “The Radio Fund” are 
greatly appreciated and will help to assure the continuation of  this ministry. 

Fellowship Hour 

June 4 -  Pete and Suzanne Sizemore 

June 11 -  James and Cheryl Atchison 

June 18 -  Jake and Laura Leigh Savage 

June  25 -  Elizabeth Gardner 
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