
GRACE COVENANT 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Awakening a Love for Christ in the Heart of  Richmond                                      

                                          

May 21, 2017 The Sixth Sunday of  Easter 10:55 a.m. 
 
   Please fill out the communication card and place it in the offering plate during the offertory. 

†Please stand for these parts of  the service. 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
PRELUDE 
  Tribute (Lullaby for Organ)  Craig Phillips, b. 1961 

 
 

WE GATHER TO GLORIFY GOD 

 
†CALL TO WORSHIP  Christopher Tweel 
   
  One:  For everything there is a season, 
  All:    And a time for every matter under heaven: 
  
  One:  A time to be born, and a time to die. 
  All:   A time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted. 
  
  One:  A time to break down, and a time to build up. 
  All:    A time to weep, and a time to laugh. 
   
  One: A time to keep, and a time to throw away. 
  All:    A time to be silent, and a time to speak. 
  
  One: A time to love, and a time to hate. 
  All:    A time for war, and a time for peace. 
  
  One:  God has made everything suitable for its time. 
  All:    God has put a sense of  past and future into our minds. 
  

  One:  God has done this, so that all should stand in awe before him. 
  All:    Whatever God does endures forever! 



†HYMN 267 (Blue Hymnal)                                                 
 All Things Bright and Beautiful Royal Oak 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-715262. 



†PRAYER OF CONFESSION (IN UNISON)   
        

Almighty God, since you delay with so much forbearance  
the punishments which we have deserved and daily draw on ourselves,  
grant that we may not indulge ourselves  
but carefully consider how often and in how many different ways  
we have provoked your anger and sadness against us.  
May we learn humbly to present ourselves to you for pardon,  
and with true repentance implore your mercy.  
With all our heart we desire to submit ourselves to you,  
whether you chastise us, or according to your infinite goodness, forgive us.  
Let our condition be ever blessed, not by flattering ourselves in our apathy,  
but by finding you, Lord, to be our kind and bountiful Father,  
reconciled to us in your only-begotten Son. Amen. 
 
Adapted from a prayer by John Calvin, taken from Prayers of the Reformers compiled by Clyde Manschreck. 

 
†ASSURANCE OF PARDON    

 

 

†GLORIA PATRI 579 (Blue Hymnal)  Greatorex 
   

  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
  world without end. Amen, Amen. 
 
  At this time, children 6 years old and younger are invited to come to the front of the sanctuary with Rev. Christopher Tweel, who will  

lead worship with them in the chapel. They will be in "Children's Chapel" for the remainder of the morning  
and will be in Room 102 for pickup.  

 
 

WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD 
 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION   

  
OLD TESTAMENT READING Ecclesiastes 3:1-11 Holy Bible, p. 604 
  
NEW TESTAMENT READING Mark 1:14-15  Holy Bible, p. 912 
  
 
SERMON       “What Time Is It? ” Bobby Hulme-Lippert 

 



RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
 

†HYMN 276 (Blue Hymnal)   
 Great Is Thy Faithfulness Faithfulness 

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-715262. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

†APOSTLES’ CREED (IN UNISON)                           

 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of  heaven and earth,  
 And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
 born of  the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and  
  buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he  
 ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of  God the Father Almighty;     
 from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  
 I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of  saints;  
 the forgiveness of  sins; the resurrection of  the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts,  
 as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
 and the glory, for ever. Amen.  

 
 
 
 



WE GIVE THANKS TO GOD 
 

MOMENT FOR MISSION  Matthew Oatts 
  
PRESENTATION OF TITHES, OFFERINGS, AND GIFTS     
 
ANTHEM 

 Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether Harold Friedell, 1905-1958 
  

Draw us in the Spirit’s tether, For when humbly in Thy name, 
Two or three are met together Thou are in the midst of them; 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Touch we now Thy garment’s hem. 
  
As the brethren used to gather In the name of Christ to sup, 
Then with thanks to God the Father Break the bread and bless the cup, 
Alleluia! Alleluia! So knit Thou our friendship up. 
  
All our meals and all our living Make as sacraments of Thee, 
That by caring, helping, giving We may true disciples be. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! We will serve Thee faithfully.      — Percy Dearmer, 1931 

 
†DOXOLOGY Old Hundredth    
  
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
 Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  
 
†PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

    WE GO FORTH TO LOVE AND SERVE 
 
†HYMN 292 (Blue Hymnal; hymn reprinted on the opposite page) 
 All Beautiful the March of  Days Forest Green 
  
†BENEDICTION AND CHORAL RESPONSE 
 Sevenfold Amen Sir John Stainer 
 
†POSTLUDE    
 Fugue in G Major, BWV 576 attr. Johann Sebastian Bach, 1685-1750 

 

Please join us in the Social Room following worship for refreshments and fellowship. 

 

The flowers are given to the glory of  God  
and in memory of  Bob McCrickard and Betty Carden by Kip Moore. 



 

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-715262. 



WORSHIP NOTES 

Hearing Aids and Large-Print Hymnals are available from the ushers. 

As one body of  Christ, composed of  diverse individuals bound together by the Holy Spirit: 
 
We will grow in the faith by training ourselves and our children to be intimately familiar not only with 
Scripture and our Reformed heritage, but also with their unwavering relevance for our lives and 
humanity today. We will build up the body of  Christ until all of  us come to the unity of  the faith and of  
the knowledge of  the Son of  God, so that we may no longer be tossed to and fro by the waves and 
carried about by every wind of  new teaching. 

 - from our 2012 Vision Statement  

Music Notes 

Craig Phillips (b. 1961) is a distinguished American composer whose choral and organ music is heard 
Sunday by Sunday in churches and cathedrals across the United States. He is currently the Director of  
Music and Organist at All Saints’ Church in Beverly Hills, California. Tribute (Lullaby for Organ) is based 
on a simple melody, first stated on a quiet reed stop. After a contrasting section in a new key, the 
opening melody returns for a quiet, unassuming finish. Phillips demonstrates his extraordinary 
compositional gift with a beautiful melody that is memorable for its vocal quality as well as its simplicity.         
  
Harold Friedell (1905-1958) had a long and distinguished career holding positions at several large 
churches in New Jersey and New York City, his last being organist and choirmaster at St. Bartholomew's 
on Park Avenue. He also taught composition and improvisation at the School of  Sacred Music of  Union 
Theological Seminary. Friedell’s arrangement of  the communion hymn Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether was 
published in 1957, although the hymn upon which the anthem is based was written in 1945. The text 
beautifully links the singers with the disciples who gathered with Christ at the table (Matthew 18:20).  
 
There is some question regarding whether Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) composed Fugue in G 
Major, BWV 576. If  Bach did compose this fugue, he likely wrote it during the earliest years of  the 
eighteenth century when he was still a student. The piece opens with a lively, stately theme presented in 
single notes that immediately turns fugal. Near the end there is a cadenza-like episode that builds up to a 
grand close, the theme triumphantly resounding.  

We are grateful to have you join in worship with us this morning. We are a historic Presbyterian 
church, having celebrated our centennial anniversary in 2015. God has been immensely faithful for 
over 100 years, and we are eager to step faithfully into the future God has for us! We continue for-
ward by walking in light of  our mission which was adopted in 2012: to train grateful disciples of  
Christ, by doing justice, loving mercy, and walking humbly with our God. May you be blessed 
through worship and fellowship this morning.  

http://www.allmusic.com/artist/bach-mn0000075140


    Sermon Notes 

In the space below, you are invited to take notes. Next week in Sunday School (9:45 a.m.-10:30 a.m.) we will continue 
to study the Word heard today. If  you would like to have your notes or questions discussed, bring them to your class or 

email info@grace-covenant.org with your class name in the subject line.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

General Announcements 

 
GCPC Softball 2017 Join us at the Henderson Sports Complex on the Northside for our next game 
on May 23 versus Stony Point.  Games are at 7:00 p.m. and 7:50 p.m. 
 
Wisdom: A Sermon Series in Ecclesiastes (May 7-June 25) - Martin Luther once said, “this noble lit-
tle book [Ecclesiastes], which for good reasons it were exceedingly worthwhile that it should be read of  
all men [sic] with great carefulness every day.” In our age where we can “like,” “love,” and generally re-
spond with quick answers and opinions, Ecclesiastes slows us. It is a book that presses us to seek a 
greater wisdom beneath the many layers of  our existence. Ultimately, it is a book that presses us to seek 
life in God. Join in for the journey through this remarkable book!  

 

WELCOME TO GRACE COVENANT 



Mission and Justice 
May Is Loaves & Fishes Month! The Missions Committee is thrilled to kick off the Loaves & Fishes pledge 
drive, which will run through the end of May.  Session has approved matching funds (from a recent bequest) for 
the first $10,000 raised, so the gauntlet has been thrown down for all of us to offer up our loaf or fish and watch 
it multiply!   This month, as we get back in touch with Christ’s miracle of the loaves and the fishes, we are invit-
ed to prayerfully consider the call to offer what we have to the Lord. Pledge cards can be placed in the collection 
plate. We encourage supporters of Loaves and Fishes to pick up a lapel pin after worship in the Narthex and to 
wear it in the month of May.  To fulfill your pledge, please write a check to Grace Covenant Presbyterian 
Church and put "Loaves and Fishes Pledge" in the memo line. Alternatively, you can use PayPal on the GCPC 
website and indicate in the "notes" section (which you will see once you begin the PayPal process) that your pay-
ment is a fulfillment of your Loaves and Fishes Pledge.  

 

Shalom Farms Success Join us the second Saturday of  the month, June 10,  at Shalom Farms 
(www.shalomfarms.org) as we help ensure everyone in our city has access to God’s bounteous gift of  
nutritious produce.  This year we will be at the new rural location just off  of  route 288 at 2676 Venita 
Road, Midlothian, VA 23113.  Please RSVP to Nelson Reveley at mnr2uf@virginia.edu or 387-8094.  
Upcoming dates are: July 8, August 12, September 9, and October 14. 

 

Jobs for Life at Halfway Mark Our Jobs for Life (JfL) program in partnership with STEP and City 
Church has been going excellently. STEP's JfL uses a biblically-based curriculum to help adult students 
from Gilpin Court improve their capacities to apply for and thrive in employment. We are deeply grate-
ful to all who have been helping provide meals, child care, teaching, and mentoring.  If  you would like to 
come check out a JfL program one evening, you are always more than welcome 6:00-8:30 p.m. Thursday 
evenings this April and May. If  you would like to volunteer to help in the second half  of  the class simp-
ly contact Jess Reveley (jabreveley@gmail.com).  

 

 

 

Christian Education and Discipleship 
The nursery crib room and Sunday School are available for children ages 2 and up. 

Sunday School is held every Sunday from 9:45-10:30 a.m.  

 

Nursery Class (~0-2), Room 103: Frolic has been a great experience for us. In the past, our young-
est Presbyterians have relied on the loving care of  our caregivers to show them the love of  Christ. 
And, week to week, they do a spectacular job.  Now the enrichment continues with these books and 
musical numbers. 
 
Pre-K (~2/3-6), Room 102: Spark is Bible-centered programming at its best. Kids of  all ages inter-
act with the Bible in every lesson. With hands-on activities such as interactive games and creative 
crafts—Spark makes learning exciting. Lessons in five age brackets allow us to meet the needs of  a 
wide age range with one curriculum.  
 
Elementary, Room 209: Holy Moly follows the arc of  the biblical narrative. Kids of  all ages inter-
act with the Bible in every lesson. Animated videos of  the Bible stories don’t use narration. Instead, 
visuals and sound effects give kids the opportunity to retell the story in their own words. Holy Moly 



printed resources are available—making it equally engaging for younger and older kids. After class, 
kids walk away retelling the stories they’ve learned and take home completed activities to share with 
their family.  
 
Student Mentoring Class, Room 301: Pastor Christopher is working closely with our students on 
a teen-led project. Come up to the third floor loft at 9:45 every Sunday morning to join in and con-
tribute. We need your student leadership in our church family, and our community! Let's see what 
God has in store for us. 
 
Adult Sunday School Options: Sunday School lessons are based on the previous week’s Scripture 
and sermon, and continue our engagement with the lesson begun in our worship experience; a great 
way to tie worship and education together. 
 
Good Books, Third Floor (Room 303) - Teacher, Everett Reveley  
The Forum of  Grace Class, Second Floor (Room 212) - Teacher, Rev. Nelson Reveley  
The Vanguard Class, Basement (Room B4) - Teacher, Nate McKinnon 
 
Memorial Day Weekend—Sunday School: On May 28, there will be no Sunday School. Instead, 
please join us in the Fellowship Hall for breakfast treats and a time of  fellowship before worship. 
The Nursery will still be available and childcare for the service will be open at 10:30. Thanks all! 
Looking forward to a time to chat and have some breakfast together.  
 
Summer Sunday School: Our combined adult summer Sunday School program will begin on June 
4th. All through the summer, join us in the Fellowship Hall for Sunday School. It begins at 9:45 
a.m. and ends at 10:30 a.m.  As in past years, childcare is available at this time.  
 
Welcoming Ryan and Alethia White, PC(USA) Mission Co-Workers in Germany: The Whites 
presented at a Wednesday Night Supper presentation back in 2013 just before they began their mis-
sion work among Iranian refugees at the Iranian Presbyterian Church in Berlin, Germany. They are 
returning to Virginia this summer to provide updates on their ministry, and they will be at Grace 
Covenant on Sunday, June 4. They will teach during the Sunday school hour (9:45-10:30am) in the 
Fellowship Hall and assisting in worship liturgy that morning. We look forward to having them re-
turn alongside their two young daughters, Ariella and Laila!  

Wednesday Night Supper  
Wednesday Night Supper and Programs continue every Wednesday, 6:00 p.m., through May 24. This 
week our program will be our Grace Scholars, Tion Habtamu and Heather Brannon. 
 
This week’s menu: 
Snack:  Mixed Fruit 
Breakfast for Dinner: French Toast, Eggs, Sausage, and Bacon 
Dessert: Muffins 



CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER 
Lord, hear our prayer for...   

The family and friends of  Jack Corley as they mourn his passing; Marjorie and Ed Adams; 
George and Anne Norris; Suzanne Corley; Rosie Turner; Ann Pais’ daughter-in-law, Jane 
Pais, with cancer; Susan Farrell’s father, Jim, facing health issues;  Cynthia Holmes’ mother, 
Constance Lockman; George Turner; Dr. Carl and Mrs. Jo McMillin; Steve Cobb and his 
family; Sudie Wood’s sister, Marion, and her health; Stuart Chapman, David Russell, and all 
who are serving in our nation’s Armed Forces.  

1627 Monument Avenue • Richmond, Virginia 23220 • 804-359-2463 
Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 9:00 a.m.-3:30 p.m.; Wednesday 9:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Friday 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon 

Email: info@grace-covenant.org    Website: www.grace-covenant.org    
Radio: WLES 590 AM & 97.7 FM • Live Streaming www.truthnetwork.com (Click “Listen Live,” then “Richmond, Virginia”) 

 
Pastor: Bobby Hulme-Lippert     Child Development Center Director: Nicole Flournoy 
Associate Pastor for Christian Education: Christopher Tweel  Administrative Support: Martha Rubin 
Director of Music and Organist: Christopher Martin   Office Manager: Rachel Manke    
Parish Associate for Outreach & Adult Discipleship: Nelson Reveley   

Sunday Morning Openers 

May 21 -  Jake Savage  

May 28 -  Lloyd Bostian 

June 4 -  Rick Nochta 

June 11 -  Rob Rosebro 

Our worship service is broadcast live from 11:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon on WLES 590 AM and 
97.7 FM and is streamed live on www.truthnetwork.com (press “Listen Live,” then select 
“Richmond”).   
 
For podcasts, go to www.grace-covenant.org, click on “Worship,” then the pull-down “Sermons 
Online” and select the Full Service, Sunday Sermons, or Special Performances you wish to 
hear. The podcasts are uploaded within an hour of  the end-of-broadcast. 
   
For Audio CDs, leave a note to the Radio Room in the Glass Office or call the main church office 
359-2463. There is no charge for this service, but any contributions to “The Radio Fund” are 
greatly appreciated and will help to assure the continuation of  this ministry. 

Fellowship Hour 

May 21 -  Jim and Katie McCullough 

May 28 - Rob Turner 

June 4 -  Pete and Suzanne Sizemore 

June 11 -  James and Cheryl Atchison 

mailto:info@grace-covenant.org
http://www.grace-covenant.org
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